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ACFI conducts sustainable agriculture
awareness programme for agri dealer
distributers in Amritsar
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CHARANJIT SINGH ARORA
AMRITSAR,AUG 7

The apex agrochem industry
body representing 85% of the
Indian  Agro  Chemical
Indusrty, The Agro Chem
Federation of India (ACFI),
today organised an awareness
and interaction programme for
agri dealers & distributers in
Amritsar  to  strengthen
collaboration between the
agrochemical industry and its
dealer network to promote
sustainable, safe and scientific
farming  practices.  The
programme, “Strengthening
Dealer Industry Partnership
for Safe, Responsible &

Sustainable Agriculture”,
touched on issues such as
responsible product use, need
for farmer awareness, industry
& distributers joint
stewardship initiatives, and
safe agricultural practices
amid evolving regulatory
expectations.

The programme was
organised in Amritsar on
Friday by ACFI, a non-profit
organisation representing 85%
of the Indian agrochemical
industry. Dr Amarjit Singh
Dosanjh, Chief Agriculture

Officer, Department  of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Amritsar,

Government of Punjab, said.
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ASIT RANJAN MISHRA
Mew Delhi, 20 August

Ina major push for wider use of
rupee in international trade,
India has removed a key regu-
latory hurdle by allowing ex-
porters to receive payments in
Indian currency while retain-
ing incentives under the
country’s foreign trade policy.

It is an additional payment
mechanism to the existing sys-
tem based on freely convert-
ible eurrencies.

The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), inano-
tification issued on Wednes-
day, amended the Foreign
Trade Policy (FTP) 2023 with
immediare effect, aligning
rules on export invoicing and
realisation with the Reserve
Bank of India's existing foreign
exchange regulations.

The move comes against
the backdrop of US President
Donald Trump warning Brics
countries against moves to
challenge the dollar, including
the creation of an alternative
currency. He had also pre-
viously threatened punitive
tariffs against countries back-
ing such efforts.

India, however, has ex-
plicitly rejected the idea of a

NEWS

Centre cases rules for receiving
export payments in rupees

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Focus on X internationalisation

® DGFT notification amends
Foreign Trade Policy
2023 effective immediately
= [t aligns export invoicing
and realisation rules
with RBI's existing
forex requlations
® Exporters can now set

contracts and invoices either
in % or a foreign currency

u Exports settled in 3 will be

eligible for FTP benefits

1 This change follows RBI's

2022 order introducing
Vostro accounts for invoicing
and settlement of trade in ¥

RBIDG: PSBs underparticipating in fx derivatives ps»

coimmon Brics currency. Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said earlier this
month that India does not sup-
port such a scheme. India has
maintained that rupee interna-
tionalisation is about expan-
ding the use of its domestic

currency in global trade rather
than replacing existing foreign
currency arrangements.

The dollar-based interna-
tional financial system has
also made countries like Russia
vulnerable to sanctions by
the West.

Under the new foreign
trade policy norms, for coun-
tries outside the regional pay-
ment arrangement of Asian
Clearing Union (ACU), ex-
porters can now set contracts
and invoices in either Indian
rupees or foreign currency,
with export payments also
allowed in either currency.

More importantly, exports
to any country other than
Nepal and Bhutan for which
proceeds are realised in rupees
through approved banking
channels will qualify for FTP
benefitsand count towards ful-
filment of expeort obligations
on par with exports realised in
foreign currency. For Iran, the
notification retains existing
safeguards for nupee trade, re-
ferring to the FTP compliance
requirement which governs
specified sensitive goods and
technologies linked to India’s
intemational non-proliferation
commitments.

The change effectively
completesa regulatory process
that began in July 2022, when
the REI introduced a mechan-
ism allowing international
trade to be invoiced and
settled in rupees through
Special Rupee Vostro Ac-
counts (SRVAS). Tum to Page 6 p

Study finds pesticide residues
in farmers’ blood samples

KMCRI study raises alarm on
health hazards of pesticides

v

terase activity and early neu-
rological dysfunction,
KMCRI's MCU observed
that pesticide detectionin eight
of 13 farmersindicatesthat sev-
eral individuals were exposed
to more than one pesticide or
thatmultiple pesticide residues

HUBBALLI, DHNS

onfirming the dangers
of exposure to pesticides
used in fields on the
health of farmers, doctors at
the Karnataka Medical College
and Research Institute (KM-
CRI) in Hubballi have found
hazardous chemical residues
of pesticides in the blood sam-
ples of asymptomatic farmers.
Multidisciplinary Research
Unit (MRU)ofthe KMCRI con-
ducted astudyon 13 farmers of
Dharwad distriet recently and
found pesticide residues in
bloodsamples of cight farmers
even after 15 days of spraying
pesticides, which can cause
health problems related o
the heart, kidney and nervous
system.
KMCRI MRU nodal officer
Ram 5 Kaulgud stated that the

Pl s w

hazardous chemical compo-
nents inpesticides enter farm-
ers’ bodies through the breath
or skin if proper precautions
are not taken while spraying
pesticides, and this may couse
problems related to the heart,
kidney and nerves.

A total of 13 asymptomatic
farmers occupationally ex-
posed toorganophospate (OP)
pesticides were evaluated for
the presenceof four commaonly
used OPcompounds - chlorpy-
rifos, malathion, monocroto-
phos and profenofos, using
chromatographicanalysis. The
studydetected monoerotophos
in four farmers, chlorphyrifos
in three farmers, and mala-
thion in one farmer. All the
participants were negative for
profenofos.

Doctorssaid the findings re-
vealed measurable pesticide

Pesticide being sprayed in a field near Hubballi.

DH PHOTC/GOVINDRAS JAVALI

residues in several farmers
despite the absence of clinical
signs ofacuteorganophospate
poisoning, indicating evidence
ofsubclinical occupational ex-
posure,

The detection of monocro-
tophos in nearly one-third of
the farmers studied indicates
repeated occupational expo-
sure 1o this highly hazardous
organophosphate insecticide
and suggests the possibility of
cumulative neurotoxicity even
in asymptomatic individuals,
Although the prevalence of

malathion was low, the high
analytical response suggests
recentor substantial exposure
highlighting variability in pes-
ticide handling practices and
occupational exposureamong
farmers, the study said.
Thestudy alsoobserved that
the detection of chlorphyrifos
in approximately one-fourth
of the study participants indi-
cates persistent occupational
exposure and supports previ-
ous evidence linking chronic
chlorphyrifos exposure with
inhibition of acetvlcholines-

were present within the study
population,

Dr Ram Kaulgud, Dr Arun
Shettar, DrShivakumar Belur,
and lab technician Veeresh
wereinvolved in the study.

“Though the research is of
small scale, its importance is
huge. The report regarding the
possible adverse effects of pes-
ticides on farmers’ health has
been submirtted to the Health
Department, and the officials
have said a meeting in this re-
zard would be convened with
the Agriculture Department,”
Dr Ram said.

Gloves and face masks
should be used while spraying
pesticides, Precautions should
be taken so that the pesticide
does not fall on the body.
Moreover, food should not be
consumed while spraying it,
he added.

.
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Crystal Crop launches
tech-led solution for

‘Downy Milde

Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd
has announced the launch of
‘Dominaris’, a technology-
led solution developed spe-
cifically for the management
of downy mildew in grapes.

Downy mildew can pose a
significant threat to grape
cultivation, affecting foliage,
shoots, inflorescence and de-
veloping bunches, with the
potential to compromise
crop health and harvest
quality.

DUAL MODE ACTION

A media statement said that
Dominaris brings together a
dual mode of action with
strong acropetal movement,
excellent rain fastness and

W In grapes

longer-duration protection,
offering growers a compre-
hensive approach to downy
mildew management.

Its activity extends across
key stages of disease devel-
opment, acting on Spores as
well as germinated hyphae,
thereby helping restrict dis-
ease establishment and fur-
ther spread.

It said the technology 1s
designed to provide protec-
tion to both existing and
newly emerging foliage dur-
ing critical crop growth
stages. By helping maintain a
healthy green canopy and
supporting new growth,
Dominaris is positioned to
help growers protect the
crop through important de-
velopmental stages and sup-
port  uniform  bunch
development.
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India, Uzbekistan aim to

I
Our Bureau
New Delhi

India and Uzbekistan have
set ambitious targets to
sharply expand bilateral
trade and investment, with
New Delhi proposing to
double two-way trade over
the next three years, from
about $1.3 billion at present,
while Tashkent said it hoped
to raise the figure to $2 bil-
lion by next year.

At a business forum meet-
ing on Monday, the two
countries identified mining,
pharmaceuticals and health-
care, information techno-
logy, food processing and the
digital economy as priority
sectors for deeper collabora-
tion.

Uzbekistan also pitched
opportunities in metallurgy,
chemicals, energy, automo-
biles and digital
infrastructure.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
the recently signed bilateral
investment treaty would
boost investor confidence.
“The recent bilateral invest-
ment treaty between India
and Uzbekistan generates
greater investor confidence.
Areas to build strong collab-
oration between the two
countries include mining,

double bilateral trade in 3 years

Bk s T
Commerce Minister Piyush

Goyal (right) with Uzbekistan
Minister Laziz Kudratov en

textiles,  pharmaceuticals
and healthcare, agriculture
and food processing along
with IT and digital eco-
nomy,” he said.

The event was organised
by industry chamber Ficci in
partnership with the Min-
istry of Commerce and In-
dustry and Uzbekistan’s
Ministry of Investment, In-
dustry and Trade.

Uzbekistan’s Minister of
Investment, Industry and
Trade Laziz Kudratov said
bilateral trade had grown by
about 30 per cent last year to
reach $1.3 billion for the first
time.

He expressed hope that it
would touch $2 billion next
year, before rising to $3-5 bil-
lion in the coming years.

APEDA strengthens
India's presence in
global organic mkt

NEW DELHI: In a bid to
provide a platform for trade,
knowledge exchange and busi-
ness networking, the Agri-
cultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA) has fa-
cilitated participation of more
than 35 international buyers
from 13 key overseas markets
in the country.

Buyers from Taiwan, South
Korea, Japan, New Zealand,
Australia, Mongolia and
Egypt, among others, repre-
sented leading importers, dis-
tributors, wholesalers and re-
tail chains — participating in
structured Buyer-Seller Meets
(BSMs) with Indian exhibitors
to foster business partner-
ships, explore new sourcing
opportunities and promote
long-term export collabora-
tions, according to Commerce
Ministry. The ministry, in col-
laboration with Nuernberg
Messe India, is organising
‘BIOFACH INDIA 2026’ from
August 6-8 at the India Expo
Centre and Mart (IEML) in
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Helm, Parijat Industries forge
collaboration in agrochem space

[ ]
Owur Bureau
Mangaluru

Germany-based  chemical
major Helm AG and Parijat
Industries (India) Ltd, an
agrochemical company with
a multinational presence,
have announced a collabora-
tion spanning digital com-
merce, branded crop protec-
tion products, technical
manufacturing and interna-
tional distribution.

The collaboration will
combine HELM’s agri-input

portfolio and technology

platforms, including its port-
folio company Peat GmbH,
developer of the Plantix di-
gital agriculture platform,
with Parijat's manufacturing
base, global distribution net-
work and formulation capab-
ilities, a media statement
said.

As part of the collabora-
tion, Parijat will acquire a re-

tailer-focused digital com-
merce platform and
associated retailer database
to improve procurement ef-
ficiency, market access and
product distribution across
key regions.

It will also work with the
Plantix team to leverage its
farmer network and de-
mand-generation capabilit-
ies, including the exclusive
integration of certain fea-
tures for direct-to-farmer
marketing,

The partnership will es-
tablish a new brand line in
India, with Parijat and its
subsidiary Leeds Lifesci-
ences securing exclusive
rights to use the Helm brand.
Parijat plans to launch
Helm's ‘Plant Advantage’
range of biostimulants and
biologicals in India.

MANUFACTURING
Internationally, the collabor-
ation will leverage Parijat’s

manufacturing and paten-
ted formulation-develop-
ment capabilities to meet
Helm’s global
requirements,

Parijat also plans to de-
velop technical manufactur-
ing capabilities for the pro-
prietary molecules
developed by Helm, with the
companies intending to es-
tablish it as a toll-manufac-
turing partner for Helm’s
global active-ingredient and
formulation requirements.

Uday Raj Anand, CEO,
Domestic Business, Parijat
Industries, said the partner-
ship with Helm and Plantix
was an important step to-
wards Parijat’s vision of us-
ing digital technologies for
farmer advisory and distri-
bution in the agrochemical
industry.

Helm AG CEO Stephan
Schnabel said India was “a
highly important market for
the future of agriculture”.
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Kharif revival lifts fertilizer
demand; urea continues to lead

MONTHLY SALES. Fertilizer sales hit 41 It by July 17, against estimated demand of 74.2 It

v—
Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

Fertilizer demand recovered
in the first half of July as
kharif sowing gathered pace
after a weather-induced
slowdown in May and June.
The latest sales data show
that farmers continue to
overwhelmingly prefer sub-
sidised urea, underscoring
the persistent imbalance in
nutrient consumption des-
pite the government'’s push
forbalanced input.

Against an estimated de-
mand of 74.28 lakh tonnes
(1t) for July, the peak sowing
month for most kharif crops,
sales touched 41,09 It by July
17, indicating that over half
the month’s projected de-
mand had already been met.
Urea accounted for 25.86 It,
more than 62 per cent of its
estimated monthly demand
of 41.67 It and nearly two-
thirds of total fertilizer off-
take. In comparison, sales of
di-ammonium  phosphate
(DAP) stood at 5.74 It against
a projected demand of 12 I,

PAU-made maize dryer to boost farmers income

Tuisune News SERVICE

LUDH IARNA, AUGUST 2

Punjab Agricultural Univer-
gity  (PAL  successfully
demonstrated its indigenous-
ly developed maize dryer to
officials of the Punjab Mandi
Board, Department ol Agri-
culture, and other stakehold-
ers at the university,

The demonstration was
conducted in the presence of
Dr Sathir Singh Gosal, Vice-
Chancellor, PAU, along with
Dr Manjeet Singh, Dean, Col-
lege of Agriculiural Engineer-
ing and Technology (COAETY,
DrMahesh Kumar, Addition-
al Direetor (Researchy, Dr TC
Mittal, Head, Department of
Processing and Food Engi-
neering (DPFEY, faculty
members; and representa-
tives firom the Punjab Mandi
Board, Department of Agri-

culture, Punjab Develop-
ment Commission and the
industry:

During the demonstration,
the maize drver successfully
operated using heated air for
drying maize. Following

HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER. Urea accounted for 25.86 It, more

than &2 per cent of its estimated monthly demand of 41.67 It and
nearly two-thirds of total fertilizer off-take.

Muriate of Potash (MoP) at
1.07 It against 3.54 It, and
complex fertilisers at 842 It
against 17.07 It.

The sharp recovery in de-
mand ceincided with a re-
vival in kharif sowing follow-
ing improved monsoon rains
in July. The sowing deficit in
paddy narrowed to 2 per cent
as of July 31 from 9 per cent
on July 10, while the shortfall
in cotton reduced to 2 per
cent from 15 per cent and in
maize to 7 per cent from 20

er cent.

Overall kharif sowing was
less than 3 per cent below
last year's level by July-end,
compared with a 4.7 per cent

detailed deliberations, it was
decided that the Punjab
Mandi Board would provide
wet maize procured from
mandis across Punjab to
facilitate a comprehensive
performance evaluation of
the dryer. The participants
agreed that moisture reduc-
fion and the guality of the

deficit a week earlier. “There
has been a significant rise in
sowing of paddy, maize and
cotton in July, Consequently,
demand for fertilizers has in-
creased. As the latest fore-
cast also indicates normal to
above-normal rainfall in
many areas that were
severely deficient in June,
fertilizer demand is expected
to rise further in August de-
pending on the pace of sow-
ing,” said SK Singh, an agri-
culture scientist.

Reflecting expectations of
sustained field activity, the
Agriculture  Ministry  has
projected August demand at
3801 It of urea, 9.81 It of

Fau-
=

dried maize would be the
key parameters forassessing
the elficiency and effective-
niess of the machine,
Speaking on the oceasion,
Dr Gosal appreciated the
efforts of the Department of
Processing and Food Engi-
neering in developing tech-
nologies aimed at minimis-

DAP,3.27 It of MoP and 15.27
It of complex fertilizers.

Q1 SALES LAG
Fertilizer sales in the first
quarter  (April-Tune) re-

mained lower than a year
ago. Total sales of the four
major fertilizers declined 5
per cent to 115 It from
121,19 It in the correspond-
ing period last year. Urea
sales fell to 65.06 It from
69.99 It, while MoP and com-
plex fertilizers also recorded
lower off-take, DAP was
broadly unchanged at 16.25
It. According to sources, the
decline followed an unusu-
ally strong April, when fertil-

izer sales surged 25 per cent
to 23,591t
The rnment  sub-

sequently introduced meas-
ures, including linking fertil-
izer  distribution  with
Agristack data in select
States, to curb excess pur-
chases. Demand was further
dampened by a weak mon-
soon in June, when rainfall
ended 35 per cent below nor-
mal and kharif sowing lagged
by nearly 20 per cent.

PAU and Punjab Mandi Baard officials inspect the indigenously developed mailze dryer in Ludhiana

ing post-harvest losses and
strengthening the state's
agricidtural  infrastructure
He emphasised that efficient
maize drving technologies
would play a significant role
in improving grain quality,
reducing storage losses and
enhancing the income of
maize growers.
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Income of agri markets
increased 15%in FY26

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 4 August

The income of government-notified agri-
cultural markets (mandis) operating in
Uttar Pradesh rose nearly 15 per cent
year-on-year (Y-o-Y) to more than ¥2,300
crore in FY2025-26 (FY26). The state’s agri
markets reported a collection of over
¥2,305 crore in FY26 compared with
¥1,991crore in FY2s.

The state has around 250 regulated
and notified mandis managed through
local market committees under the over-
sight of Uttar Pradesh State Agricultural
Produce Market Council or UP Mandi
Parishad across 75 districts. The bulk of
the agri marketing in the state is trans-
acted through these notified mandis.

UP ranks among the country's
top agricultural and horticultural pro-
ducerswith its annual food grain produc-
tion standing in excess of 70 million
tonnes (mt).

Chairing the Council’s 172nd Board
meeting recently, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath underlined the
importance of modernising these
mandis to establish a transparent and
modern farm marketing system. It has
now decided to provide interest-free
working capital to various cooperative
institutions to strengthen the procure-
ment of pulses and oilseeds under the
price support scheme (PSS). The Board
also approved a Budget of around 3,025
crore for FY2026-27, while receipts are
estimated to top ¥2,228 crore.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister also
directed officials toestablish agricultural
processingunits under the public private
partnership (PPP) mode across the

mandis with investiment-friendly norms.
The state is also encouraging mandis to
integrate with the e-NAM (National Agri-
culture Market) platform, and farmers to
be linked with the National Natural Far-
ming Mission.

The Board has approved to extend the
duration of the Mukhyamantri Krishak
Durghatna Sahayata Yojana and the
Mukhyamantri Khet-Khalihan Agnikand
Durghatna Sahayata Yojana till June
2030. A provision of ¥30 crore has been
macde in the Budget for the implementa-
tion of these two schemes.

so that the farm community con-
tinues to receive financial assistance in
the event of accidents or incidents such
as farm fires.

In a bid to emerge as a global agricul-
tural export hub by 2047, Uttar Pradesh
has set a target of kharif food grain and
oilseed production of 30.25 mt during
2026-27, marking a 20 per cent hike over
the corresponding kharif food grain and
oilseed production of 25.62 mt last year.

Bayer launches
‘Xivana Smart’
for horti crops

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Bayer has launched ‘Xivana
Smart’, its latest fungicide
innovation designed to pro-
tect high-value horticultural
crops from diseases, such as
downy mildew and late
blight.

Powered by the new active
ingredient in FRAC group 49,
Xivana Smart delivers super-
ior disease control in grapes,
cucurbits, potatoes and to-
matoes, helping farmers
safeguard crop quality, im-
prove productivity and max-
imise returns.

Downy mildew and late
blight are among the most
destructive diseases affect-
ing horticultural crops, often
accounting for nearly half of
farmers’ crop protection ex-
penditure.
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Agri university issues
advisory for farmers

Times News NETwoRK

Thrissur: Kerala Agricultural Uni-
versity (KAU) has issued an adviso-
ry urging farmersto take immediate
preventive measures to minimise
crop losses from waterlogging and
disease outbreaks.

The university, in a press release
on Monday, said prolonged rainfall
and high humidity have created fa-
vourable conditions for the spread
of several bacterial and fungal dise-
ases affecting major crops. Farmers
have been advised to drain excess
water from fields as soon as therains
subside and begin preventive plant
protection measures.

In paddy fields, to prevent the
spread of bacterialleaf blight, it has
recommended sprayingamixture of
20g of Pseudomonas and 20ml of
fresh cow dung extract per litre of
water over the crop. Banana growers
have been urged to ensure proper
drainage around each plant and app-
lying5litresof asolutioncontaining

Farmers have been advised
to drain excess water from
fields as soon as the rains
subside and begin preventive
plant protection measures

Black pepper, arecanut and nut-
meg farmers have been advised to
prevent water stagnation, collect
and destroy infected leaves and dri-
ed twigs, and spray a 1% bordeaux
mixture after the rains stop and the
foliage has dried.

Vegetable crops, including toma-
to, chilli, brinjal, okra, cowpea, bit-
ter gourd, snake gourd and cucum-
ber; are also vulnerable to root rot,
wilt, leaf spot and fruit rot during
the current weather.

KAU also advised farmers not to
spray pesticides or fungicides du-
ring rainfall. Plant protection mea-
sures should be carried out only af-
tertherainhasstopped and thefolia-
gehasdried sufficiently toensureef-

e N e L s

Artificial intelligence lifts Q1 global

Qur Bureau
New Delhi

Global trade in goods grew
faster than expected in the
Q1 of 2026 despite the out-
break of the West Asia con-
flict as booming trade in arti-
ficial intelligence
(Al)-related electronic com-
ponents offset the negative
impact of the disruptions
which began in the final
month of the quarter, the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) said on Friday.

The WTO, however, cau-
tioned that the full impact of
the conflict, including the
disruprion  of  shipping
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, would only become vis-
ible in Q2 trade data, with
much steeper contractions
expected in trade flows in-
volving the Middle East/West
Asia,

“The effects of the Strait of
Hormuz disruption on world
merchandise trade is expec-
ted to become visible primar-
fly in data from April 2026
onward,” the report said.

WORLD MERCHANDISE

According to recent WTO/
UNCTAD dara, the season-
allyadjusted volume of world
merchandise trade rose 1.9
per cent in the Q1 of 2026
compared to the previous
quarter and 3.2 per cent (ex-

THE OUTLOOK. WTOQ economi

trade despite West Asia conflict: WTO

sts expect to see larger contractions in Middle East trade flows by

the end of the year, together with stronger growth in Asia and North America

ceeding the earlier forecast
of 19 per cent). “Strong
trade in electronic compon-
ents related to Al outweighed
the negative effects of the
outbreak of war in the Middle
East, including disrupted
shipments of goods through
the Strait of Hormuz and
dampened GDP growth in
net fuel-importing countries
due to higher energy prices,”
the report noted.

WTO economists expect
to see Inrgt:r contractions in
Middle East trade fHows I'lt:.r
the end of the year, together
with stronger growth in Asia
and North America. “The
glﬂb&l impact, meanwhile,
will depend on whether it will
be the Al boom or the Middle
East conflict that predomin-

ates,” the re stated.

The conflict has already
taken a heavy toll on Middle
East/West Asia trade, it
noted.

The region’s merchandise
export volumes fell 9.7 per
cent y-0-y in Q1, while im-
ports declined 11.9 per cent.
WTO estimates, based on
available reporting country
data, also showed world
crude oil imports from the
Middle East/West Asia falling
by around 45 per cent in
March, with impm‘ts of quue-
fied natural gas (LNG) and
fertilizers declining 52 per
cent and 26 per cent,
respectively.

The WTO expects even
larger contractions in the re-
gion's trade during Q2 as the

disruprion to shipping and
energy supplies is more full}-'
reflected in official statistics.

Asia emerged as the main
engine of global trade
growth, with exports rising
12.9 per cent and imports
14.6 per cent y-o-y. The ex-
pansion was led by strong in-
tra-regional trade in Al-re-
lated goods, with China,
Singapore, South Korea,
Thailand and Chinese Taipei
recording particularly strong
export growth.

North America’s Q1 ex-
ports were up 7 per cent y-
o-y. North American imports
were down 10.7 per cent
from Q1 of 2025, which sawa
surge of imports due to front
loading ahead of expected

tariff increases.




August 2026

ACFI

Go chemical-free
to tap global agri
market, says PM

SAPTA DHARA: FARM STRENGTH

- Manufacturing
% Boost | Must
manufacture
everything, be part of entire
value chain
Agriculture &
.38 Food Production |
Thrust on food
processing, exports
.» Focus On Green &
Blue Economy And
Create Green Jobs |
Grow the renewable energy
and clean maobility space while
tapping into marine and
tourism sector opportunities

. Tech & Innovation |
Position India as
global innovation hub

Q Soft Power | Expand
the opportunities
offered by yoga,
traditional medicine, films and

boost animation, gaming

Gati Shakti |
@ Seamless
connectivity
n Raksha Shakdi |
Become self-reliant in

defence, develop
next-gen tech

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: [dentifving agri-
culture and food production
as the “second strength” of
the seven streams (Sapta
Dhara) of power that can ta-
ke India to “new heights" in
the next 5-7 yvears, PM Na-
rendra Modi Saturday pit-
ched for transitioning to
chemical-free farming and
creating integrated farm-to-
export supply chains for mil-
lets, spices and fruits.

“We have to move from
the farm to the export mar-
ket. Whether it is our tradi-
tional cuisine, our millets,
our spices, our fruits or our
flowers, we have so much to
offer. These should become
global brands. Our farmers
should give greater impetus
to chemical-free farming, as
the demand for such pro-

duets is only going to inerea-
seacross the world,” said Mo-
di. He said, “If our agricultu-
ral products meet global pa-
rameters in every respect, we
will be able to reach markets
across the world with ease.”

Absence of supply chain
is currently one of the main
obstacles before farmers in
moving towards crop diver-
sification. Despite attempts
to move towards climate-re-
silient millets, farmers have
not found millets as attracti-
ve as water-guzzling sugar-
cane and paddy in terms of
getting an assured income.

“We must move forward
in the direction of food pro-
cessing as well... Because of
FTAs, we are getting access
to a very large market, and
we must reach them...,” said
the PM while outlining the
SaptaDhara.

FERTILISER SUBSIDY PROJECTIONS MAY MODERATE
Urea import prices
fall 60% since Apr

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 16

WITH EASING GLOBAL sup-
plies and diversified imports,
thelanded cost of urea, India's
most consumed soil nutrient
variant,hasdeclined byaround
60% to 5390 tonne now, down
from a peak of close to
$1,000/tonne in April.

Ina majorboost tosupplies
in the coming rabi season, the
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertil-
izers (RCF), one of the three
agencies entrusted with fertil-
izerimports, has finalised bids
forimportsof 1.7million tonne
[MT) of urea at a price range of
$390/tonne—5$393/tonne this
month against the price mnge
of §$935 /tonne—$959/tonne
in April, 2026,

The National Fertilizers(NF)
tender in June drew bids around
$449 tonne forurea The three
agencies entrusted with
imports for fertilisers—NF RCF
and Indian Potash—have so far
released import orders of 4.2
MT of urea during April-July,
2026, 0ut of which 3.5 MThas
been deliveredso far.

In FY26, out of the total
consumption of4 0 MT of urea,
about 10 MT was imported as
finished product.

Officials said that with
softening prices, the govern-
ment will reassess the initial
fertiliser subsidy budget pro-
jected at the beginning of the
current fiscal year due to a
price spike caused by the West
Asia war.The government has
spent over 70,000 crore in
2026-27 so farunder fertiliser
subsidies which is 40% of the

COST RELIEF

W Rashtnya Chemicals and

Fertilizers secured 1.7 MT of L\

ureaat $390-5393/tonne

M India ordered 4.2 MT of
urea between April and
July; 3.5 MT delivered

budget estimate of ¥1.77 lakh
crore due to the rise in global
prices of soil nutrients since
the West Asia war.

The actual subsidy is likely
to be over ¥15,000-%20,000
crore higher than the ¥2.17
lakh crore incurred in FY25.
Thisisstillmuch lower than the
Department of Fertilizers'
internal estimatein the middle
of the serious supply disrup-
tions in April-May, which sug-
gested the subsidy bill could
spiketo even 3 lakh crore.

In FY26, expenditure on
fertiliser subsidies was ¥2.17
lakh crore—%1.42 lakh crore
forureaand 374,999 crorefor
nutrient-based subsidy. This
wasa 17% increase overthe
revised estimateof ¥1.86 lakh
crore. This, according to offi-
cials, is due to the rise in fer-
tiliser prices from March
2026, Industry sources said
that urea prices went up
sharplysince thebeginning of
the West Asiawar as supplies
of LNG were severely dis-
rupted because of conflict.

As partof its diversification
plan, the government has
started importing urea from

several countries including
Oman, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Georgia, Nigeria, Russia, Fin-
land, Egypt,Algeria, Turkey,and
the Netherlands. Import of
othervariants di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP) and NPKs
were procured from Russia,
Moroceo, Egypt, USA, Jordan,
South Korea, Tunisia,and Saudi
Arabia via the Red Sea

According to the Depart-
mentof Fertilizers, against the
requirement of 11.88 MT of
urea during April-July, 2026,
the availability was 17.3 MT
and sales of sail variants were
over 10.7 MT. Similarly for
DAP, against the requirement
of 3.42 MT, 4.1 MT was avail-
able while sales were 2.54 MT.

Last time global conflict
impacted the subsidy outgo
was in FY23, when fertiliser
subsidywas ata record Rs 2.5¢
lakhcroreas shipping supplies
through the red sea was
impacted due to Ukraine-Rus-
sia conflict. India imports
about 70% of its fertiliser and
its mw material usage. Annual
consumption of several vari-
ants of fertiliser in FY26 was
over 70 MT.
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Chouhan Pushes States for
100% Farm Scheme Coverage

Centre already released funds to generate Farmer IDs: Minister

PTI

New Delhi: Union Agriculture Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan on Saturday asked states to
achievel00% saturation under the Digital Agri-
culture Mission and the Pulses Self-Reliance
Mission, stressing that scheme benefits must
reflect “in the fields and farmers’ pockets”, not
merely in official reports.

Addressing a national confer-
ence at Pusa, Chouhan said state
governments that executed the
schemes with seriousness ex-
of their targets,
while others lagged. He asked all
states to work within commit-

ceeded 100%

ted timelines.

The minister said

the

Farmer ID, under which
pavments are credited di-
rectly to farmers’ bank ac-

Arevoliton powered by
precision, artificialintellgence,
and danaedriven insigns is
neshaping Indianagricu i,
regetacing heavy mamal labour
withtect-criven efficieney.
Lealireg this wave s the
“Uberisation ofdones" -
ke by starngs and
povenamnt policks —which
allows farmaers across e
ATy 0o reut e for fasm
opemtionsviaappsand portaks
a0 easily as booking a cab,

Acconding fothe Drane
Federation of India {IFT) —
which represenizover 350
companies — players ke
Drogo Diones, Marut Diones,
ToTechWorkd, Genesal
Asronouitics, Droone
Desrinacion, xnd reglonal
providersare bullding
agricultune-focused drone
Teetworks nncl dnone-ae-a-
service models, Stare
Bovemiments are jolningin
o in Febnary, Andhra
Prandish Lecame the first tojet
farmmiers book deone services
online EoLgh s AP Drone
Mart Poatal, managed by the
AP Droge Corporation

The farmn trend comies as
Inelin's drone ecosysten s fs
evolving, with 38,300
registerod dronesoverall,
more tham 36800 certified
pilots and 244 approved
training organisations.

Drresies, OF wrmaned
aerial vehlcles, can either be
operated autonomkasty using
pre-progrmmed instnictions
oF controled by lwimman
operatars. Theghotal
commereial drotse market is
Erowing atarate of 16-17 per
cent per anum, acconding fo
APwCepart,

Drone ambitions
Thisagricuimal demand
aligrs with India's goal to
become aglobal drone
nanufacturing hub by 2030, 2
it fr e report says will boost
grossdomestic productby
L5percent and create af least
00,000

fobs.

Dirones handle pesticide
spraying solfsmpling.
lemilising, thvestock
surveillance real-time avrial
i, aawlSeTimoT data
eollection. Al-powered models
famheroptinlse operntions,
mstrient anatysis. and cop
yiekdshy automating precision
manitoring. field mapping
and targeted sproying,

D

e e

rones take the ﬁeld in

counts, isa key transparency measure.
Citing Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh, he
said the Centre had already released funds
togenerate FarmerIDsand conductcamps,
but cautioned that meeting the one-month
turnaround for IDs would require camps to

run without fund diversion.

According to data shared at the confer-
ence, 10.41 crore Farmer IDs have been gen-
erated so far across 26 states and Union

Indian agriculture

Driven by on-demand models, startups and government programmes are
making the tech accessible and affordable for farmers, reports Shine Jacob

Boyond saving fanners
e, thisse services optim e

adoption of precision
agriculture across the

APP-DRIVEN SERVICE IS
REPLACING MANUAL

resiLirce use, notatly cutting country.”said LABOUR, SLASHING WATER
i ittt Gl b5 USAGE AND CREATING A
Drones, 3 leading managing director and chief BOOMIMG RURAL TECH
manufacturerof drones, is esecutive officer of SERVICE ECONOMY
integrating opemtions Commiande] 3

ety iroa network of over Thedrone industry covers

1200 niral agri-retsil stores arcaind 5 per centof the toal

run by fts parent firm, Farmdand i Incka, sabd Prem Tolangana, Ocisha, xnd
Coromanded International. Rmar Vistawath, founder of Garjarad. “These X milllon
According to Bhaksha's plan, Manit Drones. fndin has Farmers spend aroand

arrnined graduate drone piloc
will e statkoned ateachoutler
o handle spraying and deliver
comprehensive farm services
directly tolocal Farnsers.
“Farmers cun book these
sorvices directly at thestore or
through our digital platfonm.
It fsan " Uberisation’ nacdel for
farm-spraying services,
Unrotigh which a farmer can
il up ot book though an
aApp. With  retall nerwork thut
conmects usdinectly foover§
milEon fammers, we e s
strong foundation toscale this
modeland acoederate the

apprond narely 444 ruilfion
acres (180 ilton hectanes)of
agricuftural fand.
“Ourdrones an pomalie,
and we already Tave anound
Ao mECro-EnreprEneurs
who purchased tw drone
[romm us, These peapleare
servieing almost 2 million
Farmmvrs a yean” said
Vistawaih, Marut soneolthe
Inrgest farmm dnone
v Factres arud hias
operations spread across
Maharashirm, Madinya
Pradesh, Ditar Prades), Tamil
Maclu, Andhra Pradesh,

¥ 2,000-5,000 per year with us.
for variosizcrop operations.”
sadd Vistawarh.

DF1belloves these
applications are it only
drivingdrone sales, butajss
ereatinga massive distributed
sETvice sconoimy — minmoring
other sectors’ shift from nsset
ownership toon-gemand
Booes. *Th af

Territories, covering 84.68% of PM-KI-
SAN beneficiariesand about77% of op-
erational landholdings.

LAND RECORDS, CROP SURVEY
On digital land records, Chouhan
termed map integration and data
verification the “backbone” of
the mission, while acknowl-
edging accuracy gaps in

some areas due to crop and
field-level variations.

oy

=10 1akh n purclasing a
dirone, makngainbg it and
employing a trained pilce.
Tnstend, drone sprayingean
increasingly beaccessed a5
anerchemand service and
paid for based on acreage,”
sk Senie Sleah, DFTs
presidens.
“This cas substantially

improve utilisation of extsting,

deploymsent enables precise,
tlmely nuitient application i
spureropgrowth, whike high-
reschistion serial imaging
optimises lind assesment,
canmage detection, and overall
IO MANDZETIENE,

"B major protiemn for the
Indnstryisthat whide we hane
38,500 registened dromes, we
BV frafy unregisteed ones
a5 wellserdng the market”
i Pracleep Padel i, coloumnder
anid chielexecutive officer ol
Thands Technologies, an
agricultum] drone
e aoiring comypany.

“This hasiobe stopped, a5
Chinese droneswith n 3040
peroent |ower price are
asailable inthe markes.
Several single-person drope
ontrepreneurs, who one
offering services inthe
agriculfune sELor, ane using
savch drones.” he said.

State su

Indiestry experissay the Kisan
DiEoie program e, ihirated
by the Braetin Coniell ef
Agricutrural Research and the
Indian Agricultural Research
T itude i 2086, has holped
agricultune. That programme
ws followed by the Civil
Aviation Mintstry introducing
the Dione Rulbes, 2021 fos
using thetechnology in
agriculture urser the Pradhan
Manird Fasal BimaSehene,

The Namo Drode Did
progranunealso acted asa
catnlyst: Bt hasan outhay of
Ti.260 crore FVR4I0FY26t0
provide 15,000 diodnes 1o
Winnen's SHGS.

“Thie nest step should beto
build interoperable state-level
Pl ferrns wiiene farmess can
discover nearby cemified

SR ITaAnEpanent
pricing. book services amd
i digiral record

ronmes wi viable

barsinvesses: for drone
operatods, cnstom hiring:
eenires ind women's self heip
EroupsiSHs)" hesdded.
An activity requiringeight
hoarrsof naamaal labour tnkes
acrane st 10 niinltes.
Do slash water
COnSUIEEon by 90 per oent,
usingonky 10 s peracne
o0 the100-200

app-based drote-as-a-servhos
mochels I nn nportant nest
stepindemecmiising acoessto
drogetechnology, particilarky
Inagricultine. A Farmer doss
not necessarihy need (o irmest

Iitress vesyi ped by
conventiomal spraying
methods. Despite this speed
advmninge, renting a dmone
OGS fLest T 500-60a per acre.
Beyond these savings, rapld

opentions. The govemment's
ol shondd be tenablethe
marketpises and aggrogate
demand, rather than become
the dmone opertor il sid
Shiah, DFT's president.

=Ire the nvex five years,
dromies will e Hie tractons for
the agricu lture sector, Wi
et indiestry sales of
around 500,000dranes by
thien,” sakd Vislawath of
Marut Drones.

Asagriculiuml demand
drivessalos, the *Uberisation
ofdmnes” couldsoon
dominame Indion Barmee.
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INDIA MAY GET DUTY RELIEF FORAUTO, PHARMA

Terms of trade
pact with S Africa
union this week

STRONGER PARTNERSHIP

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, August 10

INDIA AND THE five-nation
South African Customs Union
{SACU) are expected tosign the
Terms of Agreement (ToR) for
the proposed Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) on Wednes-
day, sources said.

The PTA is less ambitious
than a traditional Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) but more
focussed. A PTA gives lower
dutiesonaspecific”positive list”
ofitemsand rarely includes ser-
vices, investments, or rules on
intellectual property.

The ToR establishes the
scope, objectives, procedural
framework, and boundaries for
trade negotiations between
countries. The signingof the ToR
comes at a time when South
Africa, India'sbiggest trade part-
ner in the region, has proposed
anincrease in duties on auto-
muobiles from Indiaand Chinato
50% from 25%. Automobiles
are the single biggest export
from Indiato the region at§ 1.7
billionin 2025-26.

SACU  comprises  South
Africa, Botswana, Namibia,
Lesotho,and Eswatini(formerly
Swaziland), On Saturday, Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal had met South
Africa’s Minister of Trade and
Industry Parka Tau on the side-
lines of the BRICS Trade and
Industry Ministers"Conference
in Jaipur. Both sides discussed
signing of the ToR of India-
SACU PTA and early conclusion
of negotiations, Goyal had
posted on X after the meeting.
Discussions also focussed on
strengthening the India-South
Africa trade engagement and
opportunitiesforcooperationin
critical minerals, pharma and
manufacturing,

In the agreement, India

mIndia and the
five-nation SACU
are expected to
sign the Terms of
Reference for the
proposed
Preferential Trade
Agreement on

Wednesday

m Automobiles are the
single biggest export
from India to the

region at §1.7 billion

in 2025-26

would be seeking dutyconces-
sions for major export sec-
tors—including automobiles
and auto components, phar-
maceuticals, machinery, elec-
trical equipment, organic
chemicals, and textiles.

India also aims toensure a
stable supply of key industrial
inputs from SACU nations, such
as diamonds, platinum group
metals, manganese, vanadium,
and copper to support domes-
tic manufacturing and green
transitiongoals.

India’s total exports to the
SACU region stood at §7.5 bil-
lionin 2025-26,while imports
were at $9.2 billion. South
Africaisthebiggest trade part-
nerof India in the region with
exports of $7.0 billion and
imports of 58.5 billion.

South Africa is followed by

® SACU comprises South Africa,
Botswana, Mamibia, Lesotho, and
Eswatini (formerly Swaziland)

® India’s exports to the SACU
region stood at 57.5 billion in
FY24, while imports were

$9.2 billion

u South Africa is India's
largest trading partner in
SACU, accounting for

$7 billion of exports and
$8.5 billion of imports

LANKA, SINGAPORE TRANSHIPMENT JAM

Indian Exporters
Suffer Twists &

Turns of Freight

e

surge lowers
container availability
for others
Chinesecos | Beijing
frontload
American
exparts ahead
of Xmas rush

Iran war disruption
forcing wider \
supply chain rerauting -

L

China seen hogging
containers; feeder
vessel crunch hiking
rates, causing delays

Namibia with exports of $349
million and imports of 5243
million, Botswanawith exports
at 5167 million and imports at
S446 million FxportstoSwazi-
land were at $11 million and
imports also at 5§11 million.
Lesotho bought 58 million
worth of goods from India and
exported $0.14 million.

India’s exports to SACU are
dominated by petroleum prod-
ucts ($2.1 billion) automobiles
(51,7 billion), pharma ($ 763
millionjand engineering goods
and machinery.

Thebiggestimportsby India
from SACU include §3.0 billion
worthofgald, $2.8 billion worth
of coal and coke, 5638 million
mineralsand ores,$ 887 million
worthof precious and semi-pre-
dous stones § 887 million and
copper$ 376 million.

Twesh Mishra & Kirtika Suneja

New Delhi: Congestion at the
transhipment ports of Singa-
pore and Colombo is causing a
spillover effect in India, with
exporters citing a lack of eno-
ugh feeder vessels. There is a
surge in China-US trade as
well, causing more containers
to be deployved between the two
trading superpowers and redu-
cingavailability for others, sec-
tor watchers said.

This is also driving up freight
rates globally, The rate for a 40-
foot container between Shang-
hai and Los Angeles zoomed
133% vear-on-vear to 85,894 last
week, according to maritime
research consultancy Drewry
From Shanghaito New York, ta-
riff increased 106% to $7,893.

E l... 8 Exporters

- - ———— What
. Say
Indian
traders

P face additional
®+ container
imbalance fees

!

Cochin and Tuticorin
ports face issues
Shipping lines
restricting bookings;
transit times
rising

“Chinese players are frontloa-
ding their American exports
ahead of the Christmas rush,”
asector watcher told ET. This is
leading to a global container
supply crunch, he said.

China'sexports tothe US grew
around 17% in July from a year
earlier, while imports rose15%.

Domestic traders said a conta-
iner imbalance fee is also being
levied, andliners are “charging
whatever they like."

Sunil Vaswani, executive di-
rector at the Container Ship-
ping Lines Association, howe-
ver, denied container shorta-
ges. “There is some congestion
at transhipment ports like
Singapore and Colombo, which
could be causing some delays,”
headded.

There is heavy congestion at
Colombo and Singapore, and
containers are getting held up,
said a Chennai-based packa-
ging producer. Feeder vessels
are not available from Port
Klang in Malaysia to Chennai,
due to which routing happens
through Singapore, he said.

Longer Waiting Time»» 8
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‘Precision agriculture betters
yield, raises farmers’ income’

Sribala.Vadlapatla
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Precision agri-
culture — a farming method
in which fertilisers are app-
lied according to the nutri-
ent needs of different parts
of the same field rather than
spreading the same quantity
everywhere —could help Te-
langana's paddy farmers
harvest more rice while
spendinglessonfertilisers, a
new study has found. Resear-
chers found that matching
fertiliser use to the condi-
tion of the soil increased
paddy vields by up to 26%
and almost doubled farmers’
net income.

Researchers from Profes-
sor Jayashankar Telangana
Agricultural University
(PJTAU), SR University and
otherinstitutions conducted
the study in Ganturpally vil-

SMART FARMING

lage of Hanumakonda dis-
trict. They collected 200 soil
samples and discovered that
soil fertility varied even wit-
hin the same field. While so-
me patches already had eno-

analysis. Eachzone wasthen
givenonly the amount of nit-
rogen, phosphorus and po-
tassium it actually required.

The results showed that
farmers could reduce nitro-
gen use by nearly 39%, potas-
siumby50%, while some are-
asdid not require any phosp-
horus fertiliser because the
soil already contained suffi-
cient amounts.

Even with lower fertili-
ser use, paddy vield increa-
sed from 53 quintals per hec-
tare to nearly 67 quintals per
hectare. Net returns also ro-

ugh nutrients, others requi- se sharply, from about
red additional fertiliser. 250,000 per hectare to more
Instead of following the than 293,000 perhectare,

conventional practice of
applying the same amount
of fertiliser across the entire
field, the scientists divided

the land into three soil ferti-
lity zones using GPS-based
soil mapping and computer

The researchers sugges-
ted that extending such soil
mapping to other paddy-gro-
wing regions could make ri-
ce cultivation in Telangana
more profitable and environ-
mentally sustainable.

Kharif sowing close to 2025 levels

UBS Securities sees rural demand holding up despite El Nifio

SAN|EEB MUKHER|EE
New Delhi, 10 August

Sowingof kharifcrops nearly
reached 2025 levels in the
week ended August 7, as
rainfall continued to lash
parts of India, albeit with
occasional breaks.

The performance of the
monscon over the next few
weekswill becrucialin deter-
mining the kharif harvest
and whether soil moisture
remains adequate for the
early sowing of rabi crops.

Meanwhile, Tanvee
Gupta Jain, chief India econ-
omist at UBS Securities, said
a sharp decline in rural
demand in FY27 due to a
below-par MOoNnsoon
appeared unlikely, citing
stronger household balance
sheets after two consecutive
good crop years, continued
government spending and
welfare transfers, and sup-
portive credit conditions.

In a note titled "Rural
Demandat Crossroads”, Jain
said that these factors
should cushion rural

Gap narrows

Kharif sowing as on August 7
(in million hectares)
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Pulses B0 104 W19
Arhar 44 38 HE-65 - P
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Source: Agriculture ministry | Note: Figures have been rounded off Source: |MD

incomes and provide a
buffer to consumption.
URBS expects rural
demand to remain more
resilientthan in previous epi-
sodes of monsoon-related
stress, although growth

could moderate from
current levels.

Despite concerns over El
Nino, improved farm cash
flows (from the previous two
good monscon years), gov-
ernment welfare transfers,

GST-related benefits and
strong  credit  growth
have likely boosted rural
household purchasing
power and supported con-
sumption growth so far this
fiscal, Jain said.
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A timely reset for the Food Security Act

ndia’s food security debate has entered a

new phase. Estimates based on India's

latest household consumption survey

suggest that the share of households
unable to afford the ICMR-National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN) recommended diet fell from
about 52% in 2011-12 to about 25% in 2023-24,
affecting 25% of rural and 21% of urban
households. This is substantial progress, but
crores of households still cannot afford an
adequate healthy diet. Poverty, hunger and
inability to afford a healthy diet overlap; a
modern food-security policy must recognise that
they are not identical.

The draft National Food Security (Amendment)
Bill, 2026 links Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
entitlements to household size. The policy
challenge is to correct inequity without reducing
existing foodgrain access, while creating a
pathway towards nutrition security.

Designing a fairer entitlement

Priority Households receive 5 kg of foodgrains
per person per month, while AAY households
receive a flat 35 kg per household. The latter
protects smaller and highly vulnerable families
but provides progressively less per person as
household size grows: a seven-member
household receives 5 kg per person and an
eight-member household about 4.4 kg, below the
Priority Household entitlement. The draft
proposes 7 kg per person, capped at 35 kg. This
would reduce support for households with one to
four members by 20% to 80%, leave those with
five or more unchanged, and provide no AAY
household with additional foodgrain.

Tamil Nadu illustrates the potential impact.
The State government reports that 15.75 lakh of its
18.64 lakh AAY households (84.5%) have fewer
than five members. It estimates that the proposal
would reduce the monthly AAY allocation from
65,261 tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, a fall of about
35.6%. Although specific to Tamil Nadu, these
projections show why household composition
and vulnerability must be considered: a smaller
household may include an older person living
alone, a widow or a person with disability.

As the proposal is taken forward, the existing
35 kg entitlement should be preserved through an
explicit no-loss safeguard. Because retaining 35
kg as both the minimum and maximum would
leave the per-person formula with no practical
effect, support beyond 35 kg for larger or highly
dependent households should be examined as a
separate policy question using
household-consumption evidence, nutritional
requirements and transparent fiscal costing.

Entitlement reform must also address
coverage. Although the NFSA allows coverage of
up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban
population, its 81.35-crore beneficiary ceiling
remains based on Census 2011; about 80 crore
people receive free foodgrains. Against the
estimated population of 146.4 crore in 2025, this
ceiling covers only 55.6%. It should be
recalculated when the Census 2027 figures
become available. Meanwhile, updated
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The proposed
amendment
offers an
apportunity

o preserve
the 35 kg AAY
entitlement,
assess the
needs of larger
households,
and finance

a gradual
transition
toward more
diverse and
nutritious diets

population estimates and deprivation criteria
could support a transparent review, with
accessible inclusion and appeal mechanisms.

Protecting grain while diversifying diets
Protecting the grain entitlement does not mean
preserving a cereal-only understanding of food
security. NFHS-6 (2023-24) found that stunting
among children under five fell from 35.5% to
29.3%, but wasting and underweight barely
changed, from 19.3% to 19.0% and 32.1% to 31.8%,
respectively, Only about 15% of children (six-23
months) receive a minimally adequate diet.
Meanwhile, the ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB)
study estimated that 101 million Indians had
diabetes and 136 million had prediabetes in 2021.
These figures reflect India’s double burden of
malnutrition. Maternal undernutrition and low
birth weight are associated with greater risk of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life,
while present-day diet and other behavioural
factors add further risk.

Foodgrain entitlement should not itself be
equated with diabetes risk. The concern is that a
predominantly cereal-based food basket, when
combined with diets already high in
carbohydrates and low in protein-rich foods, may
reinforce dietary imbalance. The solution is not
to reduce essential cereal entitlements, but to
finance dietary diversification alongside.

The dietary evidence favours balance over
simply increasing or substituting cereals, A 2025
ICMR-INDIAB study of 18,090 adults found
carbohydrates supplied 62.3% of daily energy
nationally and protein 12%. Adults with the
highest carbohydrate intake had 30% higher odds
of newly diagnosed type 2 diabetes than those
with the lowest intake. Replacing refined cereals
with whole-wheat or millet flour was not linked to
lower risk when the carbohydrate share
remained high. Modelling suggested greater
benefit from replacing some carbohydrate
calories with protein-rich foods.

These observational and modelled findings
cannot establish that changing the Public
Distribution System (PDS) basket will prevent
diabetes, but caution against treating more grain
or millets alone as a complete nutrition policy.
The [CMR-NIN's 2024 guidelines recommend that
cereals and millets provide at most 45% of energy,
with greater contributions from pulses, beans,
milk, nuts, vegetables, fruits and other protein
sources.

The PDS cannot supply the entire healthy
plate; it can best provide affordable, shelf-stable
foads. States should be supported to offer pulses,
local rice, wheat and millet choices and, where
feasible, healthy edible oils. Local production and
consumption should guide supply chains and
effective Minimum Support Price (MSP)
procurement for pulse, millet and oilseed
growers, Sustained public investment should link
food, nutrition and health systems through
complementary programmes: the PDS,
Anganwadi services for young children and
pregnant or lactating women, and Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN) for

schoolchildren. These programmes could provide
eggs, milk or suitable alternatives where locally
acceptable and leasible. Dietary diversification
must be separately budgeted, not financed by
reducing cereal entitlements, The 2026-27 Union
Budget allocates ¥2,27,629 crore to food subsidy,
underscoring the need for transparent costing.
Additions should be tested through phased State
pilots assessing actual consumption, dietary
diversity, anaemia and glycaemic risk, household
spending, wastage, exclusion and supply
feasibility. Pilot evidence can guide fiscally
sustainable expansion and help assess potential
longer-term health and fiscal benefits.

Linking food access with nutrition support
The NFSA's strength lies in guaranteeing reliable,
dignified food access. India has built a formidable
delivery network. By the end of 2025, 5.50 lakh of
5.51 lakh fair price shops used electronic
point-of-sale devices, while One Nation One
Ration Card covered nearly all NFSA
beneficiaries. These systems support portability
and monitoring but must include reliable offline
alternatives, assisted or doorstep access for
people with limited mobility, and a clear
guarantee that authentication failure will not lead
to denial of entitled foodgrains.

Fair price shops could support last-mile
nutrition information and referral. Simple
multilingual receipt, display, voice and mobile
messages could promote dietary diversity,
appropriate cereal portions, pulses, healthier
oils, and less salt and added sugar. Where
feasible, trained health workers could undertake
periodic outreach through India’s primary-health
infrastructure, linking willing adults to
government diabetes, hypertension and other
NCD services. By June 2026, India had over 1.86
lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, while
government data recorded 41.3 crore diabetes
screenings. Fair price shop dealers should
facilitate information and referral, not diagnose
or counsel. Participation must be voluntary,
confidential and unrelated to ration eligibility or
authentication.

The amendment should therefore be situated
within a broader architecture for food and
nutrition security, anchored in three safeguards.
First, any per-person formula should preserve the
existing 35 kg monthly entitlement for every AAY
household through an explicit no-loss guarantee.
Second, the adequacy of the 35 kg ceiling should
be reviewed periodically for larger households
and those with high dependency or nutritional
needs, using consumption, nutritional and hscal
evidence. Third, dietary diversification must be
separately financed and progressively
implemented without reducing existing cereal
entitlements.

India's next food security reform must protect
people from hunger while also addressing the
dietary drivers of diabetes and other NCDs. Its
success should be judged not only by the tons of
grain moved, but by whether vulnerable families
can eat enough, eat healthier and obtain their
entitlements with dignity.
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Paddy surge after late July
monsoon worries officials

Expert panel advised curbs on paddy in 399 water-stressed mandal

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The recent widespread
rain not only brought
some cheer (o the farming
community but also drea
1o the culture depart-
ment that is watching a
surge in paddy planting.

Till the rain of late July
cut down the 30 per cont
deficit, the government
expectod  that  overall
paddy cultivation would
fall by around 3% lakh
acres against the normal
of around 65 Inkh acres.
OMicial estimated the pro-
Jected area under paddy
for this season as 38,51
lakh geres as of mid-July

Estimates now place the
expected paddy area to be
around 54 lakh acres, with
farmers who grow paddy
previously  expected 1o
leave only 15 lakh acres
without this crop this sea-
son. "Il the IMD predie.
tions hold, thon we will
have @ long dry spell from
middle of August and Into
September. The question
is what will happen i
there are no more ralns,™ a
senbor government official
sakd.

Despite a  determined
effort by the agriculture
department to push farm-
ers away from paddy,
“there are no takers for it
right now.” the official
said. “The momentum for
ralsing alternative irriga-
el dry crops was washed
away by the July rain”
Incidentally, the expert
committee on El Nino
impacts mitigation had
called on the government
to Issue an administrative
directive declaring a ‘no
additional paddy® mandate
prohibiting new paddy
nursery transplantation
under borewslls and rain-
fed regions in 399 water-
stressed mandals for the
Vanakalmm 2026 season,

It may be recalled that
the expert committes, led
by Planning Board vice-
chalrman G. Chinna

« Copious July rain may
haunt paddy farmers,

» Area under paddy till July
15; 32 lakh acres,

YEAR AREA*

2023 | 6594252

2024 66,78,320.65

2025 69,89,228.10
*in acres

.= Estimates after July rain:

54 lakh acres,

® IMD predicts a dry August,

September,

» How farmers planted

paddy during Kharif,

» OFFICIAL ESTIMATED
the projected area
under paddy for this
season as 38.51 lakh
acres as of mid-July.

Irrigation demand surges
amid paddy boom in state

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. T

A mid-senson surge In
planting paddy is learnt to
have resulted in increas-
ing pressure on the irriga-
tion department to ensure
adequate water reaches
farmers growing rlee this
Kharifl crop season.

With the recent raln not
only resulting in  good
inflows into smaller, but
also inflows into several
reservoirs, there appears
o be n parception that the
government will have no
option but to provide irri-
gation water for the
Kharifl crops, particularly
paddy. However, the reali-
ty appeared otherwise,

Sources in the irriga-
tion department acknowl-
edped that there was in-
creasing pressure from el-
ected representative, and
farmers, for Irrigation, at
least i transplanting
paddy. “If water is nel-

ecased for transplanting,
or initial operations, then
the question will come
why not later and ir the
government was not Iﬂﬂ(‘
1o provide irrigation thro-
ughout the crop season,
why did it do 0 In the beg-
inning,” the sources sald.

Though the agriculture
and irrigation and other
ministers have been point.
ing out the nesd 10 con
serve all available water
1o meet drinking water
newds till at least July of
next vear, there has not
been a clear directive ora
categorical ANTIOUNCe:
ment from the govern.
ment so far that water will
not be supplied for irrigat-
ing paddy, or for that mat-
ter, any other crop this
Kharil season.

The government,
sources sabd, was pinning
lis hopes on a late mon-
soon revival, and that it
wiould mot have to bite the
no irrvigation this year

bisllet, but that hope, at
least for now, remains a
big uncertainty.

“Until a clear announee-
ment is made that thore
will be no irrigation water
for any crop, farmers will
expect irrigation. And the
pressure on the irrlgation
department |s only expect-
ad to increase once the
now tapering off rain
spell makes way for & pro-
longed dry period,” an
official sajd.

It was learnt that desplie
the pressure lor water
release, officials in charge
of various reservolrs had
been told not to éntertain
stich ‘requests’ for now
Sources salkd that the gov-
ernment was finding jtsell
caught in « cleft stick - it
could not make what
cotld be a politically se
sitive "no irrigation’ di
ration for the farmer’'s
favourite crop, and nel-
ther could it say it could
provide irrigation,

Reddy,  submitted s
report  to  the Chiel
Minister, who chalrs the
board, on July 30

Sources sald that if the
IMD predictions of a dry

rest of August, and as well
os September hold, then
the only optlon is to look
towards the Bay of Bengal
and hope for another
depression, as the one in

July, to form and bring
maore rains o Telangana,

“If that does not happen,
then paddy farmers could
be in serious trouble,” the
sources added.

STATE DROPS
CROP INSURANCE
THIS YEAR

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Farmers who may have
had a sliver of hope of
some form of crop insur
ange option coming into
effect this Kharil crop sea-
son  amidst  continuing
concerns over how the
rest of the monsoon sea
son Is likely o play out,
may have to wait another
YRl

Though a commitiee of
experts, led by  the
Planning Board vice-
chairman G. Chinna
Reddy in its ‘Report of the
Expert Commitiee on El
Nino Preparedness and
Mitigation” recommended
that n comprehensive crop
Insurance =cheme be
introduced to safeguard
farmers against adverse
wenther conditions and
crop losses, it s learnt
that the proposal s
unlikely to be implement-
ed this vear.

It I learnt that the rec
ommendation wias more
in the nature of a gener-
alised suggestion, and was
not necessarily meant for
Immediate  Implementa-
tion,

"Il attempts sre made o
implement crap Insurance
now, given the vagaries
pssociated with El Nino
hit monsoon. the premia
will be sky high. This
same condition is expect.
o to be in place even for
the next Rabl erop season,
This means If the next
YOAI'S MONS00Nn is expect
ed to be normal, then the
povernment may consider
godng ahewd with a plan o
introduce  crop  Insur-
ance,” sources familiar
with discussions  sur-
rounding the issue in the
government said,

India to grow world’s 1* gene edited rice this winter

SETTING THE BALL ROLLING. ICAR js expected to sign an Mol this month with US-based Corteva, which holds the licence for CRISPR-Cas® gene-editing tech

—
Prabhudatia Mishea

The signing of the Mol

was tested in multilocation

termational Crogs Hesearch
Institute for the Semid-Arid

Hrw Dibe

More than o year after it an
mouncement, one of India's
o gene-cdited rioe variet-
bes s set 1o be planted in the
upooming rabi scison For
seed mubtiplication.

The Indian Counci of Ag.
vicuiltural Research {CAR) is
expected 1o sign o memor-
apddum  of  understanding
(Mall} this moeth with the
USbused Corveva, which
ol the license for the CR-
15PR-Casd gene-cditing
rechnology.

Highty placed sources sald
that FCAR recelved 2 of
the 1 approvals, Encluding
one from the Mindury of Ex-
ternal Afairs, mequired o
sign the Mol with Cortevag
once the thind one is re-
eeived. the agreement willl be
signed

will pave the way for the
commencial releese of "Pusa
DET Rice 17, devel by
LCARYS New Delbi-based In
dian Agricultural Rescarch
Ursstiruse: (LARI).

“First, the Mol will be
signed with Coneva and the
next will be with the US-
baded MIT/Rroad instituie,
which has the patent over the
CRISPR-CaS 122 ood,” said a
top officisl, The CHRISFR
Cas12a tood was wied 1o de-
vilop DRR  Dhan 100
(Kamala}, developed by the
Hwderabad-based Indian In
stituite of Rise Research,

BEED MULTIFLICATION

s May 4, 2025, Union Agr-
cultere  Minister  Shivmaj
Singh Chouhan announg

the breakthrough of ICAR'S
scientists in which, for the
Iﬁm time, two rice vagictics

haid boen developed uding

TO BE SIGNED SOON. !\CAR hat received 2 of
Extermal AMairs, required 32 sign the Mol with Cortrva

wene edining technobogy.
Sources said that IARI had
already kept about 2 tonnes
of Pusa DST Rice 1, which is
suflicicni for starting: seod
el plicatbon n the upeom-

lng rabi season, with trans-
planting aroend November.

Pusa DST Hice 1 is derived
from MTUI00, which is
saltable for rabi season in the
southern  States,  Since

the 3 spprovals, including ane fram the Ministry of

MTU 01D s sensitive (o sev-
eral abiotic stresses, inchud-
ing drought and sakinity, sci
entisis edited the SDNI
wautant of the drosght and
salt tolerance (DST) geme, It

field trials during 2023 and
2124, Pasa DET Rice 1 gxhib-
its an avernge vield of 2493,
3508 and 3731 kgha (undes
three differemt comditions)
agaimsr MTLU 1010s 1912
kgha under coastal salinity
wtress, 3,10 kg'ha under in-
land salinity stress and
13Cakpha under alkalinity
coniition.

FCAR revommends f'usa
DST Rlce | 10 be grown (n
Andhrs Pradesh, Telamgana,
Kamataks, Tansi] Nads, Ker-
ala, Chhattisgash, Odisha,
Madhya  Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Jhaskhand, ®ihar,
Umar Prodesh amd Wem
Beragal

Al-DESIGNED ENEYMES
Before the Moll was signed
with KCAR, Caorteva sij
bogg-term humanitarian E-
wensing agrecment, Announ-
cing the partnership, the 1n-

Tropics (lerisat) on August 3
waiid it hadd secured long-term
access to CRISPR-Cas® jnor
der o deploy gene editing.
one of the worlds mos
transformative new tochno-
logies, acrods  wrllholder
Asan and African farms.

Schentisls naid there is no
Ixsise while using the paten
ted }.‘.:”"'JQ""‘?" bt dus
to the Intellectual Propenty
Rights of the technology, any
commercklisation ol pew
varictics from that research
s prohibited, unless the pat
ent hobder or its leensee
Bgrecsio e,

On the other hand, the
TCAR scierists, led by Kuti-
buddin Ali Molla, showed
that Al-designed  enzymes
coulil accurately ediv plant
DNA, enabling gene kiock
out, base edining and prims
editingincrops,
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Haryana picks two sites
for digital fertiliser sale

CHANDIGARH: The Hary-
ana government has chosen
Mahendragarh and Kaithal
for the pilot implementation
of the Framework for Ferti-
lizer Sales (FFS), signalling a
shift towards advance digital
booking and traceable dis-
tribution of subsidised ferti-
lisers in the state. The deci-
sion was taken at a meeting
chaired by Chief Secretary
Anurag Rastogi here on
Monday, where the govern-
ment also examined the
proposed mechanism for
linking cultivator informa-
tion available on the Meri
Fasal Mera Byora (MFMB)
portal with the Farmer Reg-
istry.

Fertiliser supplies for
Rabi on track despite

Hormuz disruption

Pallavi Singhal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s fertiliser sup-
plies for the upcoming Rabi sea-
son appear secure despite con-
tinuing disruptions around the
Strait of Hormuz, with the coun-
try’s latest urea import tender
attracting bids well above the
required quantity, signalling eas-
ing supply concerns ahead of the
winter sowing season, according
to industry executives and ana-
lysts. The development comes at
a crucial time as fertiliser com-
panies typically lock in imports
during August so that cargoes
reach Indian ports in September
and October, just ahead of peak
Rabi (winter sowing season)
demand.

Rashtriya Chemicals and Fer-
tilizers Ltd (RCF) on July 29
floated a tender to import 1.7
million tonnes of bulk urea—1
million tonnes for the west coast
and 0.7 million tonnes for the
east coast — excluding suppliers
from sanctioned countries. The
bidding closed on August 11 and
attracted bids for substantially
more than the required quantity
for September deliveries, accord-
ing to market insiders cited by
Swati Mathur, associate director,
agribusiness consulting, S&P
Global Commodity Insights.

India requires around 39 mil-
lion tonnes of urea annually but
produces about three-fourths of
its requirement domestically,
importing the remaining 8 mil-
lion tonnes. The conflict in West
Asia had raised concerns

India produces about three-

fourths of its annual 39 million
tonne urea requirement. AP

because around 70% of India’s
imported urea and nearly 60% of
its liquefied natural gas (LNG) —
the primary feedstock for
domestic urea production —
normally transit the Strait of
Hormuz. With shipping routes
disrupted, India accelerated
efforts to diversify fertiliser
imports beyond its traditional
Gulf suppliers. Industry esti-
mates show India has already
contracted more than 5 million
tonnes of urea this year — nearly
two-thirds of its expected
imports. A senior government
official told HT that the depart-
ment of fertilisers has expanded
procurement efforts by explor-
ing new sourcing opportunities
through Indian missions abroad
to reduce dependence on any
single region. “These measures
are aimed at strengthening the
fertiliser supply chain, reducing
vulnerabilities arising from
global market disruptions and
ensuring the uninterrupted
availability of fertilisers in the
country,” the official said.
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Sale of substandard

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Neemuch

The Department of Farmers' Welfare and
Agriculture Development and the Seed
Licensing Authority, Neemuch, have imposed
an immediate ban on the purchase, sale and
transportation of a maize seed lot found to
be below the prescribed quality standards
during lab oratory testing.

The action followed the collection of a seed
sample by the Seed Inspector under Clause 13(C)
of the Seeds (Control) Order, 1983. The sample
was subsequently sent to the Seed Testing
Laboratory in Ujjain for quality assessment. The
laboratory report confirmed that the seed lot
did not meet the prescribed quality standards.

The seed lot covered by the ban carries
Laboratory Test No. 272625. According to the
order, the seed was being sold by Paliwal Beej

maize seed banned

Bhandar, Neemuch, while Hi-Tech Seed India
Pvt. Ltd. is listed as its manufacturer. The seed
belongs to the MAIZE variety HTMH-5402.

The authorities have taken the action under
the provisions of the Seeds (Control) Order, 1983,
after establishing a violation of Section 6 of the
Seeds Act, 1966.

Exercising the powers conferred under

Section 11 of the Seeds (Control) Order, 1983, the
Seed Licensing Authority has prohibited the pur-
chase, sale and transportation of the specified
seed lot with immediate effect.
The restriction will remain applicable through-
out Neemuch district. The move is aimed at pre-
venting the distribution and use of seed that
has failed to meet the prescribed quality stan-
dards and protecting farmers from potential
losses arising from the use of substandard agri-
cultural inputs.

As sowing deficit narrows, govt does not see
much impact on kharif crops from EINino

around 100. “We don't see a

Our Buroaw
Hew Delhil

Adayafter an European fore-
caster predicted that the
severity of El Nino's impact
on  monsoon  will grow,
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesday said the impact on
kharif production this vear is
unlikely to be significant, as
the gap in soWn area contin-
ues to narrow despite defi-
cient rainfall in a  few
pockers.

Speaking to the media
after an event orgaiised by
Indian Council of Agricul-
wral Research  (ICAR),
Chouhan said kharif crops
had received adequate rain-
fall for growth in most parts
of the country, bringing
down the number of vulner-
able districts from 262 to

Thuge impact of El Nino, ex-
cept in some places. The
situation by and large re
mains geod. Rainfall was suf-
ficient to meet the full water
needs of the crops™ he said.
“We still have to review
the situation as it is changing
daily,” he said,

LOCALISED IMPACT

As of now, no impact is fore-
seen, though Karnataka and
Telangana are facing water
shortages.

The overall sowing has
been good, but he did not
riile out localised impact on
lower yield.

The Minister reiterated
that both the Seeds Bill and
the Pesticides Management
Bill were ready and would be
tabled in Parliament in the
Next session.

Though the Minister has

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

been announdng it for quite
some time before cach ses-
sion, the government did not
list these Bills for daily
‘business’,

Earlier Chouhan admin-
istered a pledge to officials of
the Agriculture and Rural
Development Ministries un-

der the “Shakei ki Saptdhara™
(Seven streams of empower-
ment)  framework  an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his Inde-
pendence Day address.

The seven-pronged frame-
work, unveiled from the Red
Fort, prioritises strengthen-
ing agriculture and food pro
duction, expanding food pro-
cessing  and  improving
farmers” access to global
markets.

LARGER CHALLENGE
Chouhan  said  that  the
roadmap for the two Minis-
tries to achieve the govern-
ment's “Viksit Bharat™ vision
for 2047 had been discussed
with stakeholders and will be
fimalised soon.

Sowing area under all
kharif crops has reached 92
per cent of the season’s nor-
mal area of 1104.46 lakh hee-

tares (Th) while the deficit
from the year-ago level has
narrowed to less than 1 per
cent until August 14 from 1.8
per cent until August 7,

‘The sowing area in the on-
going kharif season has
reached 1,016.57 I as of Au-
gust 14, compared with
1,037.52 Th in the year-ago
period.

On the other hand, the
overall monsoon  rainfall,
which was 35 per cent (as per
the revised data) deficient in
June and 1 per cent surplus
in July, has now shrunk to 13
per cent below normal dur-
ing June 1-August 18, A total
of 361 out of 741 districts
have reported rainfall deficit
of 20 per cent er higher, the
India  Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) data show,

‘The rainfall during August
1-18 was 13 per cent befow
normal.

Fertilizer shortage triggers protests by farmers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Reyvegedo, Nebarangpur 2Ang:

Farmers in several districts
ofthe state hive hit the streets
protesting against the acute
shortage of fertilizers |
particularly urea and the
blackmaketeering that is
taking place.

In Rayagada district have
threatened to launch a
large-scale protest if the
ongoing shortage of fertilizers
is not add ressed immediately,
alleeing that black marketing
and overpricing have severely
affected Kharif cultivation,

Farmers said government
cooperative socicties have
failed o supply adequate
quantities of fertilizers, fordng

them to buy from private
dealers at exorbitant rates,
They alleged that a bag of
ures. priced al 26630, is
being sold for nearly 2700,
while DAP, officially priced
at 21,350, is being sold for
around 12,250,

The situation is particularky
acute in the Mukundpur
LAMPS under Kolnarablock.
where around 5000 6,000
farmers flomseven panchayats
depend onfenilizer supplics,
Farmers alleged that limited
distribution through
cooperatives has enabled
privatedealers to exploit the
shoriage,

According tothe Agricultune
Department, the district
requines [ASOmetric tonnes

of urca but has received only
12 16940 mietric ionnes, Against
areguirement of 4,525 metric
tonnes of DAP only 244373
metric tones has been supylied.
Farmers wamedola massive
apitationifthe orisis continues.
Reports from Ganjam,
Jharsuguca and otherdistricts
including Nabarangpur said
farmers are agitated,
Hundreds of [irmers in
Nabarangpurdistrict blocked
the moad near Raighar forcing

the administration tointroduce

i token-based distribution
systemn. Farmers, includinga
large number of women,
gathered outside the Local
Agriculiuml Marketing and
Primary Cooperative Society
(LAMPCS) office in Raighar

from early moming, waiting
fior hours Lo procure essential
fertilisers, particularly urea.

Thesituation mumed tense
when many farmers failed o
receive fertilisers due o
inmdequate stock, Agitated
over the searcity, they staged
a raasta mko, blocking the
main road and disrupting
vehicularmovenent forseveral
hours.

Police personnel and local
acdministrative officials rushed
tothe spot afier beinginformed
of the protest. Following
discussions with the agitating
farmiers, pficals assuredthem
that additional steps would
be taken tostreomling fertiliser
distribution and address the
shortage.
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Commerce Department kicks off
pre-Budget consultations with industry

—
Amiti Sen
Mew Daliv

The Commerce Department
has begun consultations
with industry for the Union
Budget 2027-28, seeking tax,
customs and procedural re-
form proposals before sub-
mitting its recommenda-
tions to the Finance
Ministry, amid global trade
uncertainty caused by the
West Asia crisis and US tariff
actions.

Export promotion coun-
cils and industry bodies have
been asked to submit de-
tailed proposals, supported
by data and sector-specific
justification, as part of the
annual Budget exercise.

POLICY CAUTION

In a4 communication to
stakeholders, the depart-
ment said proposals relating
to GST would not be con-
sidered, and advised them
against resubmitting long-
pending demands that have
been repeatedly rejected by
the government.

Instead, industry is being
encouraged to prioritise
fresh recommendations,
while repeat proposals must
be accompanied by the de-
tails of similar submissions

Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal

made over the past three
years and their order of pri-
ority.

“Exporters are likely to
press for measures to im-
prove competitiveness as
there is growing uncertainty
in the global trade environ-
ment because of the West
Asia crisis and Trump’s tar-
iffs. Compliance costs, too,
are rising, Issues such as ex-
tension of export incentive
schemes, particularly expan-
sion of the interest equalisa-
tion scheme, rationalisation
of customs duties on key raw
materials and intermediates,
simplification of customs
procedures, and tax meas-
ures to encourage manufac-
turing and investment, are
expected to be highlighted,”

® BUDGET PUSH

Industry is likely to
push for extension of
export incentives,
customs duty
rationalisation and
lower compliance
costs, among other
measures

an industry source told
businessiine.

INDUSTRY'S DEMAND

For proposals involving
changes in customs duties or
indirect taxes, industry has
been asked to provide details
on the prevailing duty struc-
ture, price trends, domestic
demand and supply position,
import and export data, and
an assessment of the likely
impact of the proposed
changes.

Direct tax proposals are to
be accompanied by detailed
justification and indicate
whether legislative amend-
ments would be required.
While announcing the Union
Budget 2026-27 in February
this year, the Finance Minis-
ter said that her proposals
for customs and central ex-
cise aimed to further sim-
plify the tariff structure, sup-

It domestic
manufacturing, promote ex-
port competitiveness, and
correct inversion in duty.

EXPORT BOOST

Some measures announced
to boost manufacturing and
exports in Budget 2026-27
included raising  duty-free
import entitlement for spe-
cified seafood processing in-
puts from 1 per cent to 3 per
cent of the previous year's
export turnover, extending
similar benefits to shoe up-
per exporters, and doubling
the export obligation period
for leather and textile ex-
porters to one year,

It also exempred basic
customs duty on specified
aircraft components and raw
materials used in manufac-
turing parts for mainten-
ance, repair and overhaul op-
erations and defence units,
besides granting duty ex-
emption on sper:iﬁed parts
used in the manufacture of
microwave ovens to encour-
age value addition in con-
sumer electronics.

To deepen value addition
in the consumer electronics
sector, the Budget proposed
to exempt basic customs
duty on specified parts used
in the manufacture of mi-
CrowWave ovens.

Rules on availing agri su

bsidies

amended after flaws detected

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
New Delhi, August 23

ALMOSTTWO MONTHS after
an investigation by The Indian
Eypressrevealeda Union Minis-
ter and a sarving Central gov-
emment secretary's kinavailing
subsidy for their cucumber
farms, the Centre has amendid
the'Scheme Guidelines of Com-
mercial Horticulture and Cold
Storage Schemes' of the
National Horticulture Board
(NHEB). it has revised the defini-
tion offamily'- bringing within
itsambit thesubsidvapplicant's
spouse, father, mother, sonsamd
davighters —and hasmade hold-
ers of constitutional posts, serv-
ing ministers, MPs, MLAs, may-
ors, district panchayat chiefs
and government employees
ineligible for financial assis-
tance under NHEschemes.
The NHB, an autonomous
bodyunderthe Ministryof Agri-
culture and Farmers Welfare,
amended the scheme guide-

lines onAugust 21.

"With aview to rationalise
financlal assistance, ensure
equitable distribution of bene-
fits, prevent duplication of sub-
sidy,and make theimplementa-
tion of the Schemes more
transparent and effective, fol-
lowing amendments in the
Scheme Guidelines shall be
applicable with immediate
effedt,” reada circular issued by

the NHE
Thescheme — Development
of Commercial Horticulture
through Production and Post-
Harvest Management of Horti-
culture Crops — is aimed at pro-
moting commercial farming
(for profitfof hortioultural crops
on abrge scale. The copsunder
the scheme are three typesof
vegetables — cypsicum, cucum-
ber and tomato;and eight vari-

etics of Mowers including rose,
lilium and chrysanthemum.
The scheme offered a maxi-
mum subsidy of 50 per cent,
cappedat Rs 1 crore per family,
of the project cost.

Unider the new guidelines,
the government has made clear
that five categories of people
shall notbe eligible forfinancial
assistanceund er NHE Schemes.

“Family members of pemsons
falling in the above categories
may, however, avail one-time
assistance, subject tothe applic-
able provisions of the revised
definition of family,” the new
guidelines said.

The revised definition of
‘Tamily' is as follows: “For the
purpeseofdetermining eligibil-
ity under NHEB Schemes, the
term family' shall comprise the
applicant's spouse, father,
mother,sons and daughters”

As per the old guidelines, the
term ‘family"wasde fined as“the
husband, wife, and dependent
minorchildren”

On June 27, The Indian
Express eported that Bhagirath
Choudhary, Minister of State in
the Union Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers' Welfare,
availed Rs 99 lakhsubsidy forhis
farm in 2025 under the NHB's
scheme 'Development of Com-
mercial Horticulture through
Production and Post-Harvest
Management of Horticubture
Crops! A month later, Choud-
hary retumned the subsidy
nmuu:umll‘u.'gawmmunl

The investigation by The
Indian Express alsoshowed that
the wife, son and mother of
senior 1AS officer Naresh Pal
Gargwar,whoiscurrently serv-
ing as the Secretary, Depart-
mentof Animal Husband ryand
Dairying (DAHD), were amang
the beneficiaries of the scheme.
The government had appointed
Gangwar as the Higher Educa-
tion Secretary on july 23, but
even before his joining, his
appointmentwas cancelled (on
August 10),
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SANJEES MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 2 August

Earlier this month, after a gap
of almost 14 years, the Union
Cabinet approved a new National
Investment Policy for Urea (NTPU-
2026) with the objective of setting
up 8- gas-based urea plants —
both brownfield and greenfield —
with a combined production
capacity of 10 million tonnes (mt)
inafreshstabat self-reliance over
the next few years.

Under the new framework —
an extension of the 2012 New
Investment Policy (NIP) with
some revisions — plants will beset
up in both the private and public
sector, and even by cooperatives.

Releasing the policy, Union
information and broadcasting
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that India's urea consumption is
around 40 mt, while current
domestic production is close to
30 mt, with the gap being filled by
imports. The new policy is
expected 1o help bridge that gap.

Eachofthe new plantswillhave
a preduction capacity of around
1.27 million tonnes perannum.

The approximate project cost
per plant isexpected tobe 111,000
crore for the greenfield category
and 9,000 crore for brownfields,
said sources, based on an
exchange rate of 290 tothe dollar.
This would put the cumulative
investment by way of the new
policy close ta ¥o0,000 crore-
T1trillion over the next 5-8 years.

Key changes from NIP-2012
include the separation of fixed
and variable costs for greater
transparency, introduction of a
viable return on equity (RoE)
band with a floorat 12 percentand
aceiling at 16 per cent, and mitiga-
tion of foreign exchange risks
through conversion of fixed costs
into rupees after fouryears, based
on prevailing exchange rates.

*These measures areestimated
to result in savings of over 1250
crore for each plant established
under NIPU-2026 compared to
NIP-2012" the government said.

Mounting pressure
Indiacurmently imponsaround 26
percent ofits annual urea reguire-
ment, which has placed a heavy
burden on the exchequer because
of the West Asia crisis. More than
half of this comes from Oman
through the besieged Strait
of Hormuz.

But the NIP considerably pre-
dates the current West Asin crisis
— the Centre has been tweaking
the NIP multiple times since 2012
to suit the requirements of ferti-
liser companies and fine-tune it
per changing dynamics, be it gas
pricing or fixed cost calculations.

Under the NIP 2012, which
expired in October 2019, six new
urea units were set up. Of these,
fourwereestablished through joint
ventureswithcompaniesof nomi-
nated public sector units (PSUs),
and two by private companies.

They added a production
capacity of 762 mt, thereby
increasing total  indigenous
capacity from 20,75 mt in 201415
to28.37 mt in 2023-24.

Thereafter, the government
approved anotherexclusive policy
forreviving the Talcherunit of Fer-
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tiliser Corporation of India Lud
through a joint venture company
of nominated PSUs. The resultant
Talcher Fertilisers Ltd was a new
greenfield urea plant ro produce
1.27 mt of urea by coal gasification
route. More recently, a few vears
back, the Union Cabinet also
approved another proposal to set
up a new brownfield ammonia
urea complex of 1.27 mt capacity
within the existing premises of
BrahmaputraValley Fertiliser Cor-
poration Lid in Namrup, Assam,

As a result of all these, India
currently has 33 operational urea
manufacturing units with atotal
reassessed or installed capacity of
26.94 mt.

Maize craze
But just as India’s domestic urea
production rose, so did demand.

In fact, nise indemand forurea has
outstripped domestic urea pro-
duction despite the newplanis. As
aresult, despite looking toachieve
selFsufficiency through NIP2012,
thecountry isstill reaching forthe
same objective in 2026.

Some experts say that one
reason for this state of affairs isa
growing clamour among fanmers
to grow maize, which has become
a prized crop due to its extensive
use in ethanol. Maize, paddy and
wheat are crops that consume the
mosturea The maize craze, along-
side an over-reliance on paddy
and wheat means that consump-
tionofthiscritical crop nutrentin
India has not come down. India’s
per hectare consumption of urea,
aspersomeestimares, has risen by
around 20 per cent in the last 10
years to around 185-190 kgs.

Sincethe NIP2012, India’surea
consumption has risen from 2056
mt in 2011-12 to almost 40 mit in
202526, a CAGR of around 2.32 per
cent. Paddy acreage during this
period has grown by a CAGR of
1.29 per cent while that of maize
has risen by 3.58 per cent and
wheat by 0.84 per cent. Clearly,
the rise in maize cultivation could
be one of the main reasons for the
growth in ureademand.

Inaddition, pilferage and leak-
age have grown over the years.
Though there is no official data,
sources cite evidence to suggest
that agricultural urea is being
diverted for industrial use because
ofa massive difference in price.

Some industry players said
that while technical or industrial
grade urea is usually available in
the market for around ¥85-90 per
kg, agriculture grade urea is avail-
able at a highly subsidised rate of
just T5 per kg. “This makes it a
prime candidare for diversion and
pilferage,” a senior industry offi-
cial said. Curting down on this by
raising the long-delayed retail
price of urea woukl be one way to
check diversion and pilferage.

Until recently, the lanced price
of imported urea was close (o
¥3.000-4,000 per 45-kg bag. This
came down to around ¥2,400 few
daysback but thesaume isavailable
1o Indian farmersat a heavily sub-
sidised ¥265-270 per bag.

A gOVeInment assessment
shows that the biggest consumers
of uren are in 163 out of India’s 730
districts. A significant number of
these districts, as per some
reports, are in Punjab, Haryana,
western Untar Praclesh and regions
bordering states West Bengal and
Assam — a concentration
attributed to perceived smuggling.

As in NIP-1, most of the plants
in NTP-2 are proposed to be set up
by cooperatives, the publicsector,
or state governments, with only
limited private sector involve-
ment. The reason is that with
profits capped and return on
investment {Rol) pre-decided, pri-
vate participation will continueto
be elusive despite attractive sub-
sidy proposals.

From crisis o opportunity
“India’s urea sectorcrisis presents
a rare window of opportunity to
undertake long-overdue struc-
tural reforms that can strengthen
both fiscal sustainability and
supply resilience,” a recent policy
brief by the Indian Council for
Research on Intemational Econ-
omic Relations (Icrier) said.

It said reforms should include
gradualdecontrolofureathrough
a farmer-centric Direct Benefit
Transfer mechanism, rationalisa-
tion and expansion of the
Mutrient-Based Subsidy frame-
work, promotion of balanced and
sulphur-based nutrient manage-
ment, diversification of fertiliser
import sources and feedstock,
establishment of strategic ferti-
liser reserves, and accelerated
investments in domestic produc-
tion of green ammonia and other
low-carbon fertiliser inputs.

More fundamentally, India's
fertiliser policy must move
beyond its traditional role as an
agricultural support instrument,
the brief said.
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Weather tracking in safeguarding agriculture

PranaBESH BARMAN

Dr Parrasi Das, Dr Pavravi Deka, ‘

griculure 15 the backbone of As-

sam’s rural economy, supparting the

livelihood of nearly 70 percent of

the State's population directly or in-

directly. The fertile plains of the
Brahmaputra and Barak valieys have tradi-
tionally made Assam suitable for cultivating
paddy, tea, mustard, jute, pulses, sugarcane,
fruits and vegetables, However, agriculture
in the State is highly dependent on weather
conditions, making farmers extremely vul-
nerable o climate variability and extreme
weather events, In recent years, irregular
rainfall, rising temperatures, floods, drought-
like situations and storms have increasingly
disrupted agricultural production across As-
sam, In this changing climate scenario, weath-
er tracking has become an essential tool for
ensuring agricultural sustainability and pro-
tecting farmers” livelihoods,

Assam experiences a humid subtropical ¢li-
mate with heavy monsoon cainfall, Tradition-
ally, farmers followed predictable seasonal
eveles for sowing and harvesting. But climaite
chamge has altered these patterns significantly.
Scientific studies now indicate noticeable
changes in rainfall distribution and tempera-
ture trends across the Sute. According to
the India Meteorological Department,
Northeast India has experienced irregular
monsoon behaviour over the past decade,
with both excessive ranfall events and long
dry spells becoming more frequent.

During the 2025 southwest monsoon sea-
son, Assam and Meghalaya together record-
et nearly 49 percent below-normal rainfall.
Agrinst the normal rainfall of about 1,762,2
mm, only around B06.4 mm of rainfall was
received. Such a birge rainfal] deficit created
drought-like conditions in several districts

and geverelv affected agricultural activities,
Farmers in districts such as Nalbari, Barpe-
ta, Kamrup, Bongaigaon, Dhubri and Mori-
gaon faced acute water shortages during the
paddy transplantation period.

Reports from 2025 showed that nearly 27
districts of Assam experienced drought-like
conditions due todeficient rainfall, Many farm-
ers were urahle W transplint Sali paddy seed-
Tings on tmie becatise agricultural fickds re-
mained dry for prolonged periods. In rain-fed
arens, delayed mmnfall resulted in reduced ger-
mination and poor crop establishment.

Temperature rise 15 anotker growing con-
cem for Assam’s agriculture, A recent scien-
tific study conducted in 2025 revealed that
increasing temperatures and changing rain-
fall patterns are negatively affecting crop pro-
ductivity in the State. The study estimated
that for every 1°C rise in temperature, rice
vicld decreases by approximately 0.112
tonnes per hectare. Tea and mustard crops
are also showing reduced productivity under
changng climatic conditions, Since Aszam is
globally known for its tea industry, climate
stress poses a serious economic challenge
not only for farmers but algo for the State's
EX[OTT SCONMMY.

In such a challenging environment, weath-
ertracking and forecasting systems have be-
come increasingly important for agricultural
plinning and risk reduction, Aceurate weath-
er forecasts help farmers make informed de-
cisions reganding land preparation, sowing
dates, irrigition scheduling, fertiliser appli-
cation, pesticide spraying and harvesting,
Timely weather information can significantly
reduce crop damage and improve farm pro-
duetivity.

Madern technology has improved farm-

ers” gecess to weather information, Mohile
phones, weather applications, television
brosdeasts, radio programmes and digital
advisary services now provide real-time
weather updates to farming communities,
Institutions such as the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Assam Agricultural Uni-
versity (AAU) and Krishi Vigvan Kendras
(KVKs) regularly issue agromereoralogical
advisories for farmers based on local weath-
er conditions.

However, challenges remin in ensuring the
effective use of weather information in rural
areas. Many farmiers, especally in remote vil-
lages, lack awareness about interpreting
weather forecazis and using digital advisory
services. Limited intemnet connectivity and
low technological literacy further restrict ac-
cess to real-time weather information.

Weather tracking in Assam is now increas-
ingly supported by digital technology and
mabike-based advisory services, Several mo-
bile applications lsunched by agricultural in-
stitutions and research onganmigations are help-
g farmers receive real-time weather fore-
casts, pest alerts, crop advisories and mar-
ket mformation directly on their phones,

COne impartant initiative is the 'Pathar Ba-
zar’ mabile application developed by KVKs
under AAU. The app was launched in 2022 to
support farmers across Assam with weather
forecasts, crop production technologie: i
mal husbandry information, seed availability,
market news and pest management servic-
es. The application was designed especially
for rural farmers to improve decision-mak-
g through timely mformation.

Anather notable development is the
*Sashya Rakshyak' app introduced by AAU,
This bilingual mobile app, available in Assa-

Timely weather information can help Assam’s farmers manage climate
risks, improve productivity and strengthen agricultural resilience.

mese and English, helps firmers identify crop
pests and disenases affecting nearly 36 agri-
cultural and horticultural crops commuonly
grown in Assam.

In 2026, Assam University launched the
*Krishi Bikash-Barak Valley' mobile app for
farmers of the Barak valley. The multilingual
and voice-enabled app provides advanced
weather forecasts, weather alerts, crop-spe-
cific farming guidance, soil health manage-
ment information and pest control adviso
ries. The app wag specially developed to work
even on low-cost smartphones and slower
nternet connections, making it accessible to
rural farmers.

Apart from Assam-specific applications,
farmers in the State are also increasingly us-
ing national weather advisory apps such as
Meghdoot, developed jointly by the IMD,
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology and
Indian Council of Agricultural Research. The
Meghdoot app provides district-wise weath-
er forecasts and agro-advisories in local lin-
guages.

The growing use of such mobile applica-
tions reflects a mogor shift towards digital ag-
riculture in Assam. Weather tracking technol-
ogies are no longer limited to meteorological
departments alone; they are gradually reach-
ing farmers’ hands through smartphones and
rural extension networks. If effectively im-
plemented and widely adopted, these digital
tools can help farmers reduce crop losses,
improve productivity and build resilience
against climate change in the years ahead.

(Dr Dz is am Assistant Professon, Depl of
Extenston Edweatien, AAU: Dr Deka is o
Subject Mutter Specialist (Agrt Economics),
KVK Usflgrersz anid Praabesh Barman is a
Programnte Assistant, KVK Udalgri)

Farmers encouraged to spray PPFM
on crops to balance water scarcity

Pink Pigmented Facultative Methylotrophs is a beneficial bacteria which functions as a plant growth promoter and helps in

short-term drought-mitigation for crops affected by water scarcity and heat stress, says Agriculture Department officials

S.Ganesan
TIRUCHI

ith  monsoon
remaining
scarce so far

and the absence of flow in
the Cauvery due to insuffi-
cient storage at the Mettur
dam, Agriculture Depart-
ment officials in Tiruchi
district have started en-
couraging farmers 1o
spray Pink Pigmented Fa-
cultative  Methylotrophs
(PPFM) to mitigate the
drought-like condition.
PPFM is a beneficial
bacteria which functions
as a plant growth promo-
ter and helps in short-term
drought-mitigation  for
crops affected by water
scarcity and heat stress,

A sorghum fie

during drought
tions. Though it was not

condi-

. ra ]
Id at Karattampatti in Musiri block after bei

the rate of one litre an acre
and can be sprayed twice,

"‘ 3

ng sprayed with PPFM. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

spray it on sorghum,
groundnut, gingelly, and

Foliar spraving of PPFM
should be done when
the growth is good

R. SUGUMAR

Assistant Director of Agriculiure,
Musiri

crop resist water stress for
up to 10 days. Foliar spray-
ing of PPFM should be
done when the growth is
good, We have used PPFM
on summer crops such as
sorghum, groundnut and
gingerly and now in sugar-
cane in Musiri block. The
spraying had given good
visible results,” said R.Su-
gumar, Assistant Director
of Agriculture, Musiri.
The department, he

officials said.

Spraying of PPFM, pro-
moted by the Tamil Nadu
Agricultural  University
(TNAL), was carried out
about a decade ago in pad-
dy in parts of the State

used in a big way subse-
quently, officials say it can
help under the current
weak monsoon conditions
attributed to El Nino el
fect.

PPFM should be used at

once in 15 days, they
added.

An officer of the depart-
ment said that PPFM can
be used for all crops and
the department had been
encouraging farmers to

sugarcane crops in Musiri
black in Tiruchi district in
recent months and the
spraying had shown en-
couraging results.

“PPFM is a phyllosph-
ere bacteria and helps the

said, planned to distribute
the PPFM under the cen-
tral subsidised schemes
for demonstration plots
for crops such as sorgh-
um, groundnut, and cas-
tor in the district.
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Farmers urged to adopt direct-seeded rice

Ounr CORRESPONDENT

FATEHGAHRI SAHIE AUGUSTL
To encourage the adoption
of direct-seeded rice (DSR)
and promote sustainable
farming practices, the Agn-
culture Department organ-
ized an exposure visit for
around 150 farmers to the
fields of progressive cultiva-
tors at Reona Niwan village
under the Agricultural Tech-
nology Management Agency
(ATMA) scheme.

Chief  Agriculture Officer
Dr Jagdev Singh said the ini-
tiative was aimed at consery-
ing rapidly  depleting
groundwater, reducing envi-
ronmental pollution associat-
ed with conventional paddy
cultivation and motivating
farmers to adopt direct-seed-
ed paddy.

Farmersvisit a field at Reona Niwan village.

During the visit, farmers
interacted with progressive
cultivators Phumman Singh
and his brother Jagtar Singh,
who have been praclising
direct-seeded paddy for the
past three years. They have

cultivated around 150 acres
underthe method this season
and have also avoided burn-
ing paddy stubble for thepast
five to six years.

Sharing his  experience,
Phumman Singh said the

DSR method had reduced fer-
tilizer consumption, lowered
pest infestation, cut irdgation
water and labour costs and
ultimately increased farm
income. He also appreciated
the Punjab Government for
providing an incentive of Rs
L0 per acre to farmers
adopting the technigue.

Deputy Project Divector Dy
Harmanjeet Smpgh and Dr
Jatinder Singh advised farm-
erg to avoid excessive use of
chemical fertilisers, saving bal-
anced application not only
reduces cultivation costs but
alsohelps maintain soil fertility
and protect the environment,

Agriculture Department
officials, ineluding Dr Prab-
hunath, Pritpal Singh,
Rajvir Singh, Gagandeep
Singh and Varinder Singh,
were also present.
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Govt may adopt gene editing in the proposed seed Bill

Fr.lbhud.ntl Mishra
Hew Delhi

India may formally adopt
gene editing by mentioning
it in the proposed seed Bill
either through the main Bill
or in the Rules if the govern-
ment aecepts experts’ sug-
gestions to avoid the experi-
ence  with regard 1o
genetically modified (GM)
crops. GM technology has
not been permitted for com-
mercial cultivation in any
food crop after being re-
leased in India in 2002 for
cotton, The private sector is
keen 1o get some legal back-
ing for gene cditing, citing
that ICAR'S two rice variet-
ies are yet to be commer-
cially released.

The government has final-

ised the Seed Bill, and its in-
troduction in I'nrllumu'it is
awsiting political approval,
sources said. The draft Seed
Bill was published for public
feedback in November 2025,
and over 14,000 suggestions/
views were received by the
Agriculture Ministry within
the 30-day deadline.

But sources said it is diffi-
cult for the government to
aceept the suggestion since
the RSS-affiliated Bharativa
Kisan Sangh has objected to
the word “transgenic” in the
draft Bill, demanding its re-
moval,

In its submission 1o the
government, BKS said: “The
term ‘transgenic’ shall be de-
leted from the document.
Any form of transgenic or ge-
netically modified seed shall
not  be taken  into

consideration.”

SCALING UP MOOTED
Industry body Assocham, in
partnership  with  Grant
Thormten Bharat, relcased a
report, titled Seeds of Pro-
gress Advancing  Global
Trade, Innovation amnd Sus-
tainable  Agriculture, on
Monday, sugpesting  that
gene editing, among other
measures, should be scaled
up. Expressing concern over
rising  cotton  imports,
founder chairman of the
Trust for Advancement of
Agricultural Sciences
(TAAS) and a former dir-
ector-general of ICAR RS
Paroda argued for adopting
next-generation oM
technologies.

“India’s cotton sector has
been steadily losing its global

leadership over the last few
years. Rising import depend-
ence in a crop where India
was the world's largest pro-

ducer tll 2014 and the
second-largest exporter un-
derscores the urgent need to
embrace  next-generation
GM  rechnologies  through
science-based regulatory re-
forms,” Paroda said in a
statement on July 31

ICAR COMMITMENT
The Assocham report staved
away from mentioning GM
technology and harped on
gene editing, It sid: “In-
creased investment in mo-
lecular breeding, biotechno-
logy, digital breeding tools
and climate-resilient genet-
ics will be essential if India
has to compete inan increas-
ingly innovation-driven
global seed economy.™

On Julv 26, at a high-level
round table on “Reforms in
the Regulation and Approval
of Genetically  Modified
(GM) and Genome-Edited
(GE) Crop Plants”, ICAR's
Director General ML Jat reit-
erated the institution's un-
wavering commitment toad-
vancing science-driven,
evidenoe-based agricultural
innovation
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FSSAIpenalisesAWL Ag

ribusinessover

substandard fortified Sunflower oil

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NewDefhi, 7 Angust

The Food Salisty andStandards
Authority of India ( FSSAT) has
penalised edible oil company
AWL Agri Business Ltd for
manufacturing and marketing
a fortified sunflower cooking
oilthat failed tomeet prescribed
food safety standards,

Ahmedabad-based AWL
Apri Business sells edible oils
under the Fortune brand, The
regulatory action relates to
Forwme Fryold' efined sunflower
seed oil, a one-litre sample of
which was collected from Taj
Fort Aguada Resort & Spain
Goa,

According to FSSAL the
sample failed to comply with
the requirements under the
Food Safety and Standards
{(Fortification of Foods)
Regulations, 2018.

The primary food labortory
found that the levds of Vitamins
A and D in the fortified oil
were below the stipulated
limits. The product was
consequently classified as

THEACTION ISPARTOF
FSSAI'S BROADER
ENFORCEMENT DRIVETD
ENSURECOMPLIANCEWITH
FOOD SAFETYAND
MANDATORY FORTIFICATION
STANDARDS ACROSS FOOD
PRODUCTS.

substandard under Section
3(1zx) of the Food Safety
and Standarnds Act, 2006,

The company subsequently
challenged the initial Iabortory
findings, following which the
sample was sent Lo arefemral
labortory for further analysis.

The referral laboratory
confirmed that the Vitamin
D content inthe product was
significantby below the prescrbed
range, according to the food
regulator.

Following theconfirmation,
the Central Licensing Authority
sanctioned prosecution
proceedinesand an adjudication
application was filed against
AWL Agr Business.

TheAdjudicating Officerin
Goasubsequently passedthe

adiudicationorder and imposed
a penalty onthe company for
muar fcturing and marketing
stubstandard fortified edible
oil under theprovisionsof the
Food Safery and Standards
Act. FSSAL however, did not
disclose the amount of the
penalty imposed on AWL Agri
Business.

The latest action is part of
a broader enforcement drive
by FSSAI against foodbusiness
operators and online platforms
for alleged violations of food
safety regulations,

Inrecent months, the regulitor
has intensified scrutiny across
several categories, including
packaged food products and
beverages, Manufacturers of
energy drinks and alcoholic
beverages have also faced
regulatory attention over
compliance-related issues.

The action against AWL
Agri Business highlights the
regulator’s focus on compliance
withmanchtory lood fortification
standards, particularly for
prochucts marketed as fortified
edible oils.

-
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A'normal’ monsoon in July,
following a severely deficient
June, has boosted the sowing
of kharif crops across the
country. The total area under
kharif crops, including paddy,
pulses, oilseeds, sugarcane
and coarse cereals, reached
89.42 million hectares (Mha) at
the end of luly, down just 2.8%
from a yearago, reports
Sandip Das. According to the
agriculture ministry, the sown
area has now crossed 81% of
the normal kharif acreage of
110 Mha. Sowing is expected
to continue till the end of
August. Rice, the principal
kharif crop, has been sown
over 30.14 Mha, 2.24% lower
than a year ago.
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India, Egypt to boost
trade and investments

New DELHI

COMMERCE and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday said India and Egypt
discussed measures to en-
hance two-way investment
flows, strengthen bilateral
economic cooperation and
facilitate smoother trade
in digitally delivered ser-
vices during a meeting with
Egypt's Minister of Invest-
ment and Foreign Trade Mo-
hamed Farid Saleh.

Sharing details of the
meeting with Dr. Saleh, on
social media platform X, Go-
val said both sides discussed
measures to enhance two-
way investment flows and
reinforce bilateral economic
cooperation.

The talks also covered
steps to facilitate smoother
trade in digitally delivered
services. The meeting took
place on the sidelines of the
BRICS India 2026 Trade and
Industry Ministers’ Meeting.

“Held a meeting with Dr.

Mohamed Farid Saleh, Min-
ister of Investment and For-
eign Trade, Egypt, on the
sidelines of the BRICS India
2026 Trade and Industry
Ministers’ Meeting,” Goyal
stated. “Discussed measures
to enhance two way invest-
ment flows, reinforce bilat-
eral economic cooperation,
and facilitate smoother trade
in digitally delivered servic-
es, he mentioned.

Meanwhile, earlier in the
week, Goyal said that BRICS
nations have a unique oppor-
tunity to strengthen manu-
facturing competitiveness,
deepen technological collab-
oration, build resilient value
chains and promote sustain-
able industrial growth.

DATANOMICS

India’s trade surplus with
the US falls after tariffs
o

Fellduring this
period, with the

FASH HUMAR SINGHAL

US President Donakd
Trump levied 25 percent
tariilon IndiainJuly
Inst year. Thern, the
tariff rate rose to

50 percent in August largest declines
to limit Indin's trade | szeninexportsol
with Russia. gerns and jewellery,

Following the levies, India's
tracbe surpius with the US declined
from $43.19 billion in 2024-25
(July-Tune) 10$31.2 billion in 2025

drugs and pharmaceuticals,
agricultural goods, and readymacde
garments. The US earned high
Customs revenie during April 2025
26 (July-June) —adrop of 28 per March 2026 However, after the US
cent year-on-year. The trade started issuing refunds inthe latter
surplus nammowed becauseof higher  halfof April 2026, net Customs
importsof patroleum, aluminium revenue shmank that month and

and copper products, gokd, silver, turned negative from May 2026,

The decline ok
India’s goods trade with the US (Sbn) = Bxports  Imports v
202425 I 5 5

{Jul-jan) un

0526 &30
{ul-Jun) 5610

Mote: 159 tariffs were hevied In |uly 2025,
which were incressed further to S0% In August 2025
Zowree: Department of Commerce, CMIE, BE calculations

Gems exports fall, gold and silver imports rise
Goods contributing to dip in India’s trade surplus

Decline inexports  Rate of decrease in exports
Product (5ba) %)
Gems B jewellery 394 44,07
Drugs & phammaceuticals 13 s Il
Agricultural goods 10 1275 I
Readymade garments 100 155

Rizeinimports  Rateofincrease in imports

Product {5bn) %)
Electronic goods 358 56.76 I
Gold, silver, & presious stones 170 55.20 [
Metal products 1 5315 [
Crude oil & petroleum products 18 944 Il

hote: Figunes have been caloulated for the period juby, 3025 <June, 2026 (Y-0-7)
Source: Department af Commarce, CMIE, B5 calculations

Net Customs revenue turns negative in 2026

Customs revenue sarmed by the US
I paet Customs revenue |5 b (LHS) =9 share of net Customs reverue in govt receipts (RRS)
o 450
0 Record-breaking revenue -—s L
n ; oG
o &30 Sl I .
O L TR T TR TR T 82500
] PP
0 LB&) w0
a LE5 fge ‘T Mar e 0
han'Z a3 Jan 24 'S Jan 36 bl 76
Mot Net Customs rovonue i post refunds, Share has not been calculated for negative
values Sourco: US Treasury, 55 caleolations
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Govt considering cap on Carbosulfan

insecticide after plans toban

Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

The government is consider-
ing restricting the use of
Carbosulfan, a popular in-
secticide used on paddy, cot-
ton and horticulture crops,
with a final decision expec-
ted by the end of this month.

Coming on the heels of Ju-
ly's proposed ban on herbi-
cide Paraguat, the move re-
flects growing official efforts
to improve food safety and
promote  healthier agricul-
tural practices.

Currently, FMC India, un-
der its ‘Marshal’ brand, sells
the insecticide, which con-
tains 25 per cent (emulsifi-
able concentrate)
Carbosulfan.

“Marshal insecticide, a
trusted brand among farm-
ers for decades, is known for
its broad spectrum control
onvarious chewing and suck-
ing pests in cotton, paddy
and vegerables. A different
mode of action makes Mar-
shal insecticide a good rota-
tional partner, especially in
vegetable spray programmes
and manages issues around
pest resistance,” according
to the FMC India website.

FMC Corporation in May
signed a definitive agree-
ment to sell its India com-
mercial business to Crystal
Crop Protection for $252
million, under which Crystal
will acquire FMC India's

commercial operations in
the crop protection segment,
including licences for the
FMC brands sold in India.

Crystal will also receive a
preferred supply agreement
for certain FMC active in-
gredients  and formulated
products, along with pre-
ferred access o FMO's
pipeline of crop protection
products in India.

Sources said that the Agri-
culture Ministry, which has
categorised Carbosulfan un-
der “highly toxic”, started
acting on the proposal to put
it under the restricted cat-
egory only after it received
the recommendation of the
Central Insecticides Board
and Registration Committee
(CIB&RC). The RC, in its
meeting held on June 29, per-
used the report of the expert
review  committee on
Paraquat Dichloride and
Carbosulfan, and deliberated
it extensively under Section
27(2) of the Insecticides Act,
1968,

“RC decided to commu-
nicate its recommendations
separately to the Govern-
ment of India for its consid-

Address:

Paraquat

eration and taking a final ap-
propriate view in the matter.
The final decision taken by
the Government of India
shall be implemented by the
RC accordingly,” according
to the minutes of the
meeting.

PARAQUAT BAN

The government had on July
14 issued a draft order pro-
posing a blanker ban on
Paragquat Dichloride, citing
its severe toxicity to humans
and animals.

The draft notification
seeks to halt the manufac-
ture, import, sale and distri-
bution of the widely used
herbicide, giving stakehold-
ers 30 days (by August 12) to
submit feedback before a fi-
nal ban is gazetted.

Industry sources said that
onee Carbosulfan is put un-
der the restrictive category,
there can be various types of
restrictions to regulate its
use by farmers, who cur-
rently freely useit.

Industry sources also said
that unlike ‘Paraquat’, there
is not much concern about
Carbosulfan with regard to
toxicity or other health risks.

However, sources said
that the issue was referred to
the expert panel by the RC as
Carbosulfan had been added
to the Rotterdam Conven-
tion, under which all signat-
ories {countries) when im-
porting the formulation have
to notify it.

Address: C-93, Himalaya House, 9th Floor, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.
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