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Industry demands PLI to
boost agrochemical

manufacturing, cut technical
imports

The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) is advocating for
government support through PLI schemes and tax incentives
to reduce reliance on imported agrochemical ingredients. This
push aims to establish domestic manufacturing hubs, enhance
agricultural productivity, and strengthen India's role in the

global food supply chain, especially amid prevailing global
uncertainties.
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Agro Chem Federation seeks PLI scheme,
imports of key inputs

tax holidays to reduce

Our Bureau
New Delh

The Agro Chem Federation
of India (ACFT) has urged the
government to introduce a
production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme and tax holi-
days to reduce import de-
pendence on technical in-
gredients for production of
agrochemicals in the coun-
try.

Italso urged the Centre to
set up agrochemical manu-
facturing hubs in different
regions of the country t
boost domestic production.

ACFl has also made a
strong case for promoting
public-private research and
development  collaboration
and  strengthening  the
69,000 crore MSME seg
ment in the agri chemical
sector, it said ina statement a

day after its annual general
meeting. A report, titled En-
suring the avadlability of qual-
fty agrochemical products to
farmers in India and globally,
prepared by Deloitte, was
also released on the
occasion,

RISING EXPORTS

The report emphasised that
Indian agrochemicals ex-
ports, valued about $3.3 bil-
lion (in 2024-25), had in-

creased from $1.3 billion in
2014-15 and made the coun-
try the world's third-largest
agrochemicals exporter after
China and the US.

Parikshit Mundhra, MD,
Willowood, said, “Reliance
on imports of technical in-
puts from China poses stra-
tegic risks, such as disrup-
tion in supply due 1o
geopolitical tensions, trade
restrictions or factory shut-
downs, which could create
shortages or price spikes in
India.”

Addressing the AGM, Ag-
riculture Commissioner PK
Singh said, “We must ensure
not only the health of the
crop but also the health of
the farming community
since agriculture is highty de
pendent on the climate. An
output-outcome  approach
must be taken in the agro-
chemical sector as well. Cli-

mate- and insect-resistant
sced varicties and impro-
vised agrochemicals are the
need of the hour.”

*The government should
introduce a PLI scheme for
the agrochemical sector, spe-
cifically targeting critical act-
ive ingredients and key inter-
mediates that are currently
imported in large volumes,”
Rajeev Ranjan, Partner-Agri
Business, Deloitte India,
said.

‘Make in India’ incentives,
regulatory policy and relaxed
data requirement for export
registrations  are  exciting
factors for MNCs to transfer
technology to Indian plavers
and manufacture for export,
and these are leading to India
becoming one of the poten
tial hubs for global exports,
said Simon Wiebusch, Chair-
man and MD of Bayer
CropScience.

India becomes third-largest
agrochemical exporter with $3.3 bn
exports

Agrochemical exports surged to $3.3 billion in FY25, making India the
world's third-largest exporter as ACFI seeks policy support for growth
momentum

India’s agrochemical exports nearly trebled in 10 years to $3.3 billion in FY25, up from $1.3 billion in 2014 -15, making the country the third-largest exporter
of agrochemicals after China and the US, a report by the Agro-Chemicals Federation of India (ACFI) and Deloitte released late last evening showed.

To sustain the momentum, ACFI has urged the government to introduce a production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme and tax holidays for the sector. It said
these measures would reduce import dependence for key molecules and help establish agrochemical manufacturing hubs across India, thereby boosting
domestic production.

The association, which represents all major agrochemical companies in India, alse advocated for greater public-private cooperation in research and
development and the strengthening of micre, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs).
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Agro Chem Federation seeks
PLI scheme, tax holidays for
agro chemicals sector [@ premum

ACFI urges government for
manufacturing hubs to reduce import
dependence and strengthen domestic
roots

By BL New Delhi Bureau =~ ¥
Updated - September 12, 2025 at 08:00 PM.

The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) has
requested the government to introduce a pro-
duction linked incentive (PLI) scheme and tax
holidays to reduce import dependence on
technical ingredients for production of agro
chemicals in the country.

It has also urged the Centre to set up agro-
chemical manufacturing hubs in different re-
gions of the country to boost domestic
production.
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Industry demands PLI to boost agrochemical
manufacturing, cut technical imports
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8th AGM of Agro Chem Federation of India
(Image: ACFI)

New Delhi [India], September 13 (ANI): The Agro Chem Federation of India
(ACFI!) has urged the government to introduce a PLI scheme and tax
holidays to reduce import dependence for technical ingredients and to set
up agrochemical manufacturing hubs to boost domestic production.

ACFI and global consultancy firm Deloitte have released a knowledge
paper during their Annual General Meeting earlier this week, highlighting
the various aspects of the crop protection chemicals industry, the
regulatory landscape, and suggesting measures to boost the sector, which
is essential for enhancing agricultural productivity and increasing India's
contribution to the global food supply chain.

The report titled "Ensuring the availability of gquality agrochemical
products to farmers in India and globally" emphasised India has been a
significant player in the agrochemicals exports with the Indian
agrochemicals export valued at about USD 3.3 billion as of 2024-25, rising
from USD 1.3 billion a decade ago, to become the third-largest
agrochemicals exporter in the world only behind China and the US.
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Can’t put blanket ban on PUSA-44,
other paddy hybnds

April 7 orders don't
pass the test of
legality as state has
no power to ban
notified hybrid seeds
under Section 5 of the
Seeds Act, says HC

Aneesha Sareen Kumar

tef terschd @ hindustantimes com

CHANDIGARH: Sctting aside the
Punjab agriculture depart-
ment's April 7, 2025, order
imposing a blanket ban on
PUSA-44 and all hybrid paddy
seeds, both notified and non-
notified , the high court on
Monday ruled that the directive
“does not withstand the test of
legality.” The Punjab and Hary-
ana high court bench clarified
that the state cannot prohibit
the use of varieties duly noti-
fied by the government of India
under the Seeds Act of 1966.
Justice Kuldeep Tiwari, in
his order. stated that the gov-

‘I"he]llun stated the seed subject falls in the concurrent Iﬁiol’thc

Constitution, giving Parlinment the authority to legislate.

ernment notification dated
April 7, 2025, ‘does not pass the
test of legality.’

“Therefore, the writ petitions
are allowed and the impugned
administrative order is set
aside,” read the order. In the
59-page order. the court
observed that the state govern-
ment was not vested with any
power to impose a ban upon

FTIFILE

notified kind or variety of
hybrid seeds, which have legal
foree on account of Section 5 of
the Act of 19667,

The HC, however, upheld the
administrative orders of April 4
and April 10, 2019, which
imposed a prohibition only on
the use of non-notified varictics
of hybrid paddy in the state.

The court orders came on

twio civil writ petitions filed in
the high court against the
orders by the Punjab agricul-
ture department. which ini-
tially banned PUSA-44 and all
types of hybrid paddy seeds,
notified and non-notified alike.

Senior advocates Munisha
Gandhi and Gurminder Singh,
representing the petitioners,
companies involved in the
business of seed production/
trading, or the farmers
aggrieved by the blanket ban,
argued that the state govern-
ment lacked statutory power to
issue such sweeping orders.

They contended that the sub-
ject of seeds falls in the concur-
rent list of the Constitution,
giving Parliament the authority
to legislate.

Supporting this view, the
Union government also
opposed the blanket ban. In its
reply filed through the addi-
tional solicitor-general Satya
Pal Jain, the Centre submitted
that the Secds Act 1966 did not
empower any authority to
restrict or allow movement of
seeds, which was a matter

HC to Punjab

linked to interstate trade pro-
tected under Article 301 of the
Constitution.

The court said that although
adetailed reply has been filed,
the state government main-
tained stoic silence on certain
queries.

"As stated by the senior
counsels for the petitioners, the
state government has neither
separately notified any seeds as
per provisions of Section 2{i),
nor established any mecha-
nism of authorised dealers as
per provisions of Section 2(iv)
of the Act of 1949, Rather, the
state government is following
the mechanism for regulating
secds as per the central govern-
ment enactments, i.e. the Act of
1966, Rules of 1968 and the
Seeds Order. Consequently, this
court can casily infer that,
despite the Act of 1966 being in
force, the Act of 1949 has been
dug out and invoked by the
state government merely to
lend legal force to its decision
to impose a ban on the use of
notified kind or variety of
hybrid seeds,” read the order.,

Chouhan orders probe into farmers’ complaint
on herbicide, promises action against fake inputs

(—
Cur Bureau
HNew Delhi

Adayafter ordering ateam to
probe farmers’ complaint
against a particular herbicide
that has allegedly caused ad-
verse effects on the soyabean
crop, Union Agriculture
Minister  Shivraj  Singh
Chouhan on Monday direc-
ted officials to take strict ac-
tion against those selling
fake fertilizers, seeds and
pesticides.

Chouhan conducted a sur-
prise mspectlun of soybean
fields in Chirkheda wllagt. of
Raisen district, Madhya Pra-
desh, on Sunday after farm-
ers complained that their
crop was ruined by a particu-
lar herbicide, according toan

official release. He has
already announced a team to
visit the affected field and
submita rt.

The village comes under
the Vidisha Lok Sabha con-
stituency represented by the
Agriculture Minister.

PROBE TEAM

The Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR)
formed an inquiry panel on
Sunday itself under JS
Mishra, Director of the
Jabalpur-based Directorate
of Weed Research,

The committee also in-
cludes SRK Singh, Director
of Atari Zone 9 (Jabalpur),
and Deputy Director of the
State iculture De
ment and Head of the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra of Raisen.

SPOT VISIT. Union Agriculture Minsiter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday visiting the soybean crop damaged by a herbicide at
Chhirkhedi in Vidisha district, Madhya Pradeshes

Ar the review meeting,
Chouhan told the officials
that they should take the
damage of farmers’ crops
very seriously. He also in-

structed them to conduct
raids and visit farmers’ fields
regularly.

He shared his experience
with officials as he found the

crop completely burnt, with
weeds standing in place of
sovabean, sources said.

In the meeting, he also
said hundreds of farmers in
different districts were suf-
fering due to fake fertilizers,
seeds and pesticides.

TAM WORRIED"
“When farmers say that they
are using fertilizers in the
fields but it is not working, |
am very worried. The plight
of these farmers should be
taken seriously,” he said,
adding that those selling
such sub-standard or spuri-
ous fertilizers and seeds
should not be spared.

The reaction of the fertil-
izer company could not be
received till the filing of this

report.
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Over 12K raids made to
check black marketing
of fertilisers: Agri min

Tiaes News NETWORK

Lucknow: Agriculture mi-
nister Surya Pratap Shahi
on Wednesday said that as
many as 186 people were
identified for purchasing
excessive urea, ranging
from1MT to 2.37 MT, in Ma-
harajganj.

Speaking to reporters,
Shahi said that some of
them bought urea four to 13
times, for which investiga-
tions have been Initiated.
Likewise, in Siddharthna-
gar, many farmers were
identified for purchasing
ureaup to20 times.

“Sirict action will be ta-
ken against black marke-
ting and hoarding.” he sa-
id. The reports of fertiliser
allegedly being smuggled
to Nepal from bordering
districts like Maharajganj,
Balrampur, and Deoria ha-
vealso been reported,

He said that statewide,
as many as 12,653 raids we-
re conducted to check the
black marketing of fertili-
sers. In all, 91 FIRs were re-
gistered against people en-
gaged in hoarding and
black marketing.

The state govt, he =said,
issued notices to 1,047 peo-
ple accused of malpracti-
ces related tothesale of fer-
tilisers. Shahi said that li-
cences of 571 retailers were
suspended and 1,196 were
canecelled.

Likewise, licences of 13
wholesalers were suspen-
ded and four cancelled.
Shahi also launched a scat-
hing attack on Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav. saying he had nomoral
right to speak on farmers’
issues as they were denied
timely sowing support and
MSP during his tenure.

The minister asserted
that there was no shortage
of fertiliser and a total of
15.91lakh metrictonsof fer-
tiliser was available in the

Minister Surya Pratap Shahi

Yogi to farmers:
Don'’t store fertilisers

Lucknow: Asserting that
there was noshortage of
fertiliserinthe state, CM Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday
appealed tothe farmers not
tostore fertilisers. He asked
the farmers to take fertiliser
anly asneeded. The CM
stressed thatthere wasa
complaint cell inevery
district where farmers can
informincase ofany
problem. The CM has also
givenasternwarning to
those who overrate and
black market fertilisers. He
has directed the officers
posted inthe districtto
inspect from time to time,
establish communication
with the farmers, and resolve
the problems.

state. He said that the culti-
vation area under Kharif
increased from 90.46 lakh
hectares in 2013-14 to 105.93
lakh hectares in 2023-24.
Thus, the area under Kha-
rif cropincreasedby17% to
15.47 lakh hectares,

He pointed out that con-
sumption of urea in 2016
was 23 lakh metric tons.
Thisinereased to38 LMT in
2024. That is, the consump-
tion of urea increased by 16
lakh metric tons in eight
Vedars,

Shahisaid the state govt
will seek 25.45 lakh metric
tons of urea from the govt
of India. Availability of
37.97 lakh metrictons of ur-
ea isensured, he said.

IFFCO names
KJ Patel as
new MD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 31
COOPERATIVE MAJOR

IFFCOhas appointed K | Patel
as its new managing director
(MD} with former chief US
Awasthi's term ending on
Thursday.

IFFCO chairman Dileep
Sanghani announced Fatel as
the new MD, the cooperative
said in a statement.

Patel, who was director-
technical at IFFCO, holds a
mechanical engineering
degree from Saurashtra Uni-
versity and has a rich experi-
ence of more than 32 years in
the maintenance of Nitroge-
nous & Phosphatic fertiliser
plants.

Hewas heading the IFFCO
Paradeep Plant, the biggest
complex fertiliser plant
in India.

“Patel brings deep indus-
try knowledge and, proven
strategic thinking approach
that aligns with the goals of
[FFCO," Sanghani said.

Further, he said the board
is confident that Patel will
steer IFFCO into a new era of
innovation and  value
creation.
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[ndia needs $467 bn climate finance by

2030 to decarbonise 4 key sectors: Study

NEw DELHI

INDIA will need to maobi-
ise $467 billion in climate
inance by 2030 to put four
of its most carbon-intensive
sectors -- power, steel, ce-
nent and transport -- on a
ow-carbon pathway, accord-
ng to a new study.

The working paper, "In-
fia's Climate Finance Re-
Juirements: An Assessment’,
wthored by  economists
lanak Raj and Rakesh Mohan
or the Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP)
ind the Task Force on Cli-
nate, Development and the
IMF, was released on Thurs-
lay. It departs from conven-
ional top-down modelling
pproaches and instead uses
v bottom-up methodology,
sstimating  climate finance

Contrary to the common narramme study finds that it is not the power

7 I
sector, but the sleel and cement sactnrs which need Iarge climate T“ nance.”

needs sector
present what the authors
described as a 'granular
understanding” of India’s
challenge. The study found
that decarbonising the four
sectors, which together ac-
counted for more than 50 per
cent of the country's carbon
dioxide emissions i 2023,
would require an average of
$54 billion a year between
2022 and 2030. This amounts
to around 1.3 per cent of In-

by sector to

dia's GDP. "Contrary to the
common narrative, the study
finds that it is not the power
sector, but the steel and ce-

ment sectors which need
large climate finance," Raj
said.

"Both the steel and ce-

ment are hard to abate sec-
tors, which require the use of
an expensive carbon capture
and storage (CCS) technol-
ogy, but it is the only feasible
option at this stage,” he said.

Union Minister asks ICAR to
expedite research on whether
arecanut is carcinogenic or not

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivaraj Singh Chouhan
has asked the Indian Coun-
cil for Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) to expedite
the research on whether
arecanut is carcinogenic or
not. The research team has
been asked to submit a re-
port within a time frame.

The Minister, who held
a meeting with Union Mi-
nisters from Karnataka and
representatives from are-
canut-growing regions in
the State, said that the
ICAR had been asked to
conduct the research in
the light of the World
Health Organisation’s
statement that said that the
arecanut was carcinogen-
ic, which had caused
confusion.

A release said that the
Minister observed that In-
dians had been consuming
arecanut since time imme-
morial, and it was used in
every auspicious occasion
in the country.

ICAR has been asked to conduct the

Referring to problems
being faced by areca farm-
ers, he said a disease like
“areolate mildew”, which
destroyed areca trees, was
being addressed by scien-
tific teams. The availability
of clean planting material
was also discussed, the re-
lease said.

The press note said that
the Union Agriculture Mi-
nister informed that the
government was seriously
considering appropriate
compensation to farmers

research in the light of the
World Health Organisation's statement which said that arecanut
was Carcinogenic. FILE PHOTO

for the heavy losses caused
by viral infections.

Issues such as illegal im-
ports of arecanut, mois-
ture problems, and price
differentials between small
and large nuts were also ex-
tensively discussed, it ad-
ded.

He promised that all is-
sues would be resolved ina
time-bound manner and
that the interests of farm-
ers and the arecanut indus-
try would be fully protect-
ed.
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GST overhaul set to make

Mint Correspondent
lettersizhindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: India's proposed
overhaul of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) will speed up tax
refunds for exporters, improve
their cash flow, and streamline
compliances for small businesses,
as part of overall reforms meant
to unlock the untapped potential
of the economy, a central govern-
ment official said on Saturday.
India’s efforts to make life eas-
ier for businesses, especially
exporters, comes as they face
headwinds in their largest mar-
ket, the US, which has slapped
additional tariffs of 50%, includ-
ing a penal rate for New Delhi's
energy trade with Russia. On Fri-
day, talks between US President
Donald Trumpand Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin remained
inconclusive in deciding a cease-
fire in the Russia-Ukraine war,
“The GST overhaul will result
in 90% of tax refunds getting
issued very quickly, within two or
three weeks,” said the official,

TNAU training programmes on

THE OVERHAUL OF
GST, INSPITE OF A
SHORT-TERM DENT
IN REVENUE
GROWTH, WILL BE
FISCALLY
SUSTAINABLE, THE
OFFICIAL SAID

who spoke on the condition of
anonymity.

“While this will be for all tax-
payers, exporters will benefit the
most,” the person said.

Other than exporters, a large
section of domestic businesses
seeks refunds because of the
inverted duty regime in sectors
such as fertilizer and textiles
where raw materials attract
higher taxes than finished prod-
ucts.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Friday announced
his government's commitment
to have the GST reforms imple-
mented by the coming festive
season. The reforms include

doing away with the 12% and
28% rates, and taxing most of the
goods under these slabs at 5%
and 18% respectively; reducing
classification-related disputes,
correcting inverted duty struc-
tures in specific sectors, ensur-
ing greater rate stability, and
enhancing ease of registrations,
refurn filing and refunds.

The reforms were conceived
keeping in mind the need for
making daily use goods for the
middle-class and the poor
cheaper, the official said. Prices of
goods such as pasta, jam. and
namkeen are likely to fall thanks
to the lower tax rate.

“Also, the idea is to make life
easier for micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) in
terms of processes and compli-
ance,” the second official said.
The tax restructure also will
make the registration process
also easier. The official said the
most registrations will likely hap-
pen within three calendar days of
applying.

The GST restructuring, in spite
of a short-term dent in revenue
growth, will be fiscally sustaina-

life casier for exporters

ble as the increase in consump-
tion demand and compliance will
make up for the revenue forgone,
the official said.

The official also clarified that
the GST compensation cess levied
on products like tobacco, antomo-
biles and carbonated drinks will
likely be discontinued before
March 2026 as soon as all debts
and interest are paid. Sin goods
such as tobacco are expected to
be taxed at 40% under the new
proposal.

The central government is
expected to complete repayment
of the ¥2.69 trillion raised from
the market to give liquidity sup-
port to states during the pan-
demic, ahead of March. This cess
ranges from 1% in the case of cer-
tain motor vehicles to 290% in the
case of mixtures used insmoking
pipes.

A group of ministers led by
Bihar deputy chief minister Sam-
rat Chaudhary is currently study-
ing the proposal. Once itis done,
the GST Council will call its next
meeting, the official said. GST
reforms have been in the works
for a couple of years,

organic farming provide a window
of opportunity for exporters

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University (TNAU), Coim-
batore, through its month-
ly training on organic farm-
ing for the last four years,
has been providing benefi-
cial inputs to a substantial
number of prospective ex-
porters among participat-
ing agriculturists.

The farmers taking part
in the trainings at the
TNAU's Nammazhvar Or-
ganic Farming Research
Centre are exposed to the
export market for organi-
cally produced agricultural
and horticultural crops in
European Union and other
countries, alongside re-
ceiving orientation on
principles of organic farm-
ing, organic nutrient,
weed, pest and disease
management, and produc-
tion of organic inputs.

TNAU's  programmes
have benefited farmers un-
dertaking organic cultiva-

tion of grapes in Thonda-
muthur in  Coimbatore
district, and varieties of ve-
getables in Gobichettipa-
layam-Sathyamangalam
belt, Head of the Nam-
mazhvar Organic Farming
Research Centre, TNAU,
Coimbatore, said.

The farmers are fami-
liarised with the norms of
APEDA (Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development Auth-
ority}, a statutory body un-
der the Ministry of Com-
merce and  Industry,
through the programme.

According to officials of
Department of Seed Certi-
fication and Organic Certi-
fication, coconut farmers
are raising organic crop in
over 10,000 hectares in
Udumalpet and Pollachi
belt in the Western region.

In Udumalpet and sur-
roundings, organic coco-
nut crops grown in 4,500
hectares are registered un-
der NPOP (National Pro-
gramme for Organic Pro-

duction) that qualifies the
cultivators to export their
products.

The NPOP standards for
crop production have been
recognised by the Euro-
pean Commission and
Switzerland as equivalent
to their country’s stan-
dards and are also accept-
ed by Great Britain. There
is an MRA (Mutual Recog-
nition Agreement) for or-
ganic products with Tai-
wan, officials said.

As for the PGS (Partici-
patory Guarantee System)
under the Ministry of Agri-
culture, farmers have
raised organic moringa,
and also coconut, in about
1,600 hectares in Tiruppur
district, sources said.

The Quality Control
Laboratories that the State
Government has planned
to establish in Coimbatore,
Chennai, Tuticorin and
Madurai at Rs. 6.16 crore is
expected to accord a furth-
er thrust to organic farm-
ing, official sources added.
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CM for deploying drones
to curb pesticide use

Naidu reviews Real Time Governance Society initiatives

Hans NEws SERVICE
AMARAVATI

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu has called
upon the states Drone Cor-
poration to expand its ser-
vices across the state. In this
context, he emphasised in-
creasing the use of drones in
agriculture to significantly
reduce farmers’ resort to pes-
ticides and fertilizers.
Officials told him
that 45 use cases
for drones were
currently ready.

During a
review of the
Real Time Gov-
ernance Society
(RTGS) center
at the Secretariat
here on Monday,
he suggested using drones
also for public health initia-
tives, such as controlling the
spread of infectious diseases
and those spread by mosqui-
toes. He directed officials to
expedite the construction of a
dedicated Drone City.

At the review, he reaf-
firmed that, starting August
15, the state government will
provide over 700 services to
citizens through ‘Mana Mitra,

AWARE integrates
data from satellites,
drones, Internet of Things,
sensors, mobile feeds, and ;

CCTV to deliver real-time In this
alerts and advisories to
gitizens'and the government
yia SMS, WhatsApp, media
and social media

the states one-
of-its-kind
WhatsApp
governance
initiative.

regard,
the Chief
Minister
instructed
officials  to
ensure that all
relevant departments

work together to prevent any
technical issues for citizens
using the WhatsApp service.
He emphasized the need to
raise public awareness about
the platform so that citizens
can access government ser-
vices without needing to visit
government offices in person.
It may be mentioned here
that on June 2nd RTGS of
Andhra Pradesh and the Sat-

ish Dhawan Space Centre
(SHAR) signed a five-year
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for leveraging
space technologies to facilitate
real-time citizen-centric gov-
ernance. The collaboration is
expected to enhance RTGS’s
AWARE (AP Weather Fore-
casting and Early Warning
Research Centre) platform
with satellite imagery and sci-
entific inputs across 42+ ap-
plications across agriculture,
weather, disaster management
and urban planning. AWARE
integrates data from satellites,
drones, Internet of Things,
sensors, mobile feeds, and
CCTV to deliver real-time
alerts and advisories to citi-
zens and the government via
SMS, WhatsApp, media and
social media.

Continued on Page 7
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Experts advise adopting integrated
pest management for paddy crop

Manav MANDER
TRIMINE NEWS SERVICD

LUDHIANA, AUGUST 9

With rice and basmati crops
covering over 3179 lakh
hectares in Punjabthiskhanf
season, agriculiural experts
are sounding the alarm over
increasing insect-pest infes-
tations that threaten both
yield and quality:

High humidity and warm
conditions during the crop
cycle have created a con-
ducive environment for pests
like stem borers, leafl folders,
planthoppers and rice hispa
tothrive—prompting calls for
integrated pest management
(IPM) and need-based chem-
ical intervention.

Dr Preetinder Singh Sarao
fromthe Department of Plant
Breeding and Genetics, Pun-
jab Agricultural University
(PALJ), emphasised the
urgency of shifting away
from blanket insecticide
applications.

“Farmers often spray insec-
ticides early in the season
without assessing pest levels.
This not only wastes
respurces but also disrupts
ecological  balance and
increases pest resistance,”
said Dy Sarao.

Stem borers: Persistent threat
Three species of stemy bor-
ers—yellow whiteand pink—
are active from July to Octo
ber. Thege pests bore into rice
stems. causing ‘dead hearts’
in vegetative stages and
‘white ears’ in panicle-bear-
ing plants, leading 1o zeed-
less, erect gearheads.

Avoid long-duration vari-
eties like Pusa 44 and Peeli
Pusa, which demand more
water and additional pesti-
cide sprays,” advised Dr
Harpal Singh Randhawa
from PAU's  Regional
Research Station, Gurdaspur.

High humidity and warm conditions during the crop cycle have created a conducive environment for pests to thrive, saansHu MaA RN

“Instead, follow PAU s sow-
ing and transplanting sched-
ule to reduce pest build-up.”
he said

Chemical contral is recom-
mended anly when damage
exceeds 5 per cent inrice and
2 percentin basmati. Experts
urge alternating insecticides
and monitoring pest thresh-
olds before spraying.

Leaf folder: Subtle but
damaging
Leafl folders feed on green
leaf tissue, reducing photo-
synthesis and weakening
plant health. Females lay
translucent eggs on leaf
undersides and larvae fold
leavesto feed internally.
“Mechanical contral like
rope dragging across the
canopy can dislodge larvae
effectively,” said Dr Rubaljot

Eooner from PAU's Depart-
ment of Entomology. “This
should be done before flower-
ing and only when water is
standing in the field.”

Chemical intervention is
advised when leaf damage
reaches 10 per cent with more
than onedhird of the Ieaf
affected.

Planthoppers and
emerging viral threats
White-backed and hrown
planthoppers suck sap from
the hase of tillers, causing
‘hopper burn'—dry patches
that spread rapidly. Their
honeydew  excretion also
leads to sooty mould, further
hindering photosynthesis.
During kharif 2022 a new
virus—southern rice black-
streaked dwarfvirus (SRES-
DVi—was detected in early

sown fields The wector?
White-backed planthopper
nymphs and adults “This
virus causes stunted growth
and poor vield, Farmers must
monitor hopper populations
using light traps and uproot
infeeted plants immediately”
warned Dr Kooner

Spraying is recommended
only when hopper counts
expeed five per hill. Spot
treatment of affected patches
and surrounding areas is cru-
cial to contain spread.

Other pests and preventive
measures

Grasshoppers and rice hispa
also pose threats, especially
in nurseries and waterlogged
fields, Hispa beetles tunnel
into leaves, leaving bold
white streaks that impair
photesynthess.

Promoting eco-friendly
practices

PALT szcientists advocate for
green chemistry solutions
like Ecotinand PAU's home-
made neem extract. The
neem extract, prepared by
boiling 4 kg of neem parts in
10 litters of water, offers an
effective, eco-safe alternative
at pest initintion stapes.

“Natural enemies like spi-
ders, dragonflies and lady-
bird beetles thrive in rice
eCOsystems. Need-based
spraying preserves these
beneficial species,” said Dr
Sarao.

Farmers are also cautioned
against using hanned insecti-
cides such a8 acephate,
buprofezin  and  chlorpy-
riphes on basmati, which can
lead to chemical residue
issues in the final produce.
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Dwart virus: ‘Under control’ claims
face pady farmers’ spray worries

Times News NETWORK

Chandigarh: Despite a favo-
urable monsoon, Punjab’s
paddy crop has been hit by a
resurfacing outbreak of the
Southern Rice Black-Strea-
ked Dwarf Virus, commonly
known as the Fiji virus.
Thestate'sagriculturede-
partment claims that the vi-
rus is under control, official-
ly affecting just over 510 hec-
tares in multiple districts.
However, farmers are expres-
sing significant concern, fea-
ring that multiple insecticide
sprays may only offer tempo-
rary relief, and have already
resulted in financial losses.
The virus, first identified
inthe region in 2022, severely
stuntsplant growth and redu-

The state's agnculture dept said
the virus has affected just over
510 hectares in multiple districts

ces crop yield, threatening
the season’s harvest. It cau-
ses rice plants to become se-
verely stunted, often redu-
cing their height by half or
more. Infected plants also de-
velopadistinctdark green co-
lour with narrow, upright lea-
ves, while their roots become
weak and black, hindering
nutrient absorption.

The virus is not transmit-
ted through wind or water;
instead, it is spread by an in-
sect known as the whiteback-
ed planthopper (WBPH).
While the virus is more com-
monly found in early-sown,
non-basmati rice varieties, it
has also been detected in so-
me basmati fields.

Jaskaranvir Singh, a far-
mer from Khamanon village
in Fatehgarh Sahib, said ac-
ting on the advice of agricul-
tural experts, he sprayed the
crop twice so far - something
that was typically not requi-
redatthisstage of theseason.
“Thespraysare anadditional
financial burden. Our fear is
that the whitebacked plan-
thopper may become active
and spread to other plants,”

he said.

Since there isnodirect cu-
re for the virus, the Punjab
Agricultural University
(PAU)advised farmers to con-
duct weekly field inspections
and, upon detecting the pre-
sence of the planthopper, to
use specific insecticides.

Director of agriculture
Jaswant Singh said the virus
was currently “under cont-
rol”, and special teams had
been deployed to monitor the
situation on the ground. He
mentioned that field staff
was informing farmers abo-
ut recommended sprays. The
affected area is officially esti-
mated at 510 hectares. “This
time, the virus was addressed
at the start of its attack,” he
added.

Rise of the herbicides

The growth in India's pesticide market is being led by not insecticides or fungicides, but herbicides. In
recent years, the demand for this chemical has increased due to a shortage of labour for manual weeding

i [ARISH DAMODARAN

CROP PROTECTION chemicals, commonly
kndonwnias “pesticides”, are classified basedon
the pest they target. Insecticides target insects
that cause damage by feeding on crops or
transmitting disease, fungicides controf fun-
gal diseases, and herbicides kill or inhibit the
growth ol weeds.

India’s organised domestic arop protection
chemicalsmarket is valued at roughly Rs24,500
crorewithinsecticides, atRs 10,700cmne, being
the larpest segrment fullowed by herbicides (Rs
B.200 crove) and fungicides (s 5,600 crore),

That saic, v is also the market for herbi-
cides that, at 107 per anmnuim, is growing at
the highest rate. Here's wiy,

The herbicide market
Much of India’s herbicide market &5 con-
trolled by multinationals: German Bayer AG
{which has an estimated 15% market share),
Chinese state-owned Syngenta (12%) and
ADAMA { 10%) American Coneva Agriscience
{75} and Japanese Surnitoma Chemical (65
Major Indian players include Dhanuka Agritech
{ & Jand Crystal Crop Protection Lid (COML %)
CCPL recently purchased the rights to
Ethosysullfuron, a hesbicide used against
broad-leaved weeds and sedges in rice and
sugarcane, from Bayver AG for sales in India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Southeast Asian
cottries. The deal anssotinced in Januearny, oov-
ered Bayer's ‘Sunrice’ trademark for mixture
products containing this active ingredient,
Easlier, in December 2023, CCPL had ac-
quired ‘Gramaonone',a broad-spectrum her-
bicide containing the active ingredient
Paraguat, from Syngenta for sale in India.
“We are very bullish on herbicsdes. While
the all-India market for this scgment grew
bry 103 in 202425 from Rs 7460 crore to Bs

Prrvan Khengre

INDIA’S CROP PROTECTION CHEMICALS MARKET

Market Size | Annual Growth
Insecticides | 5.3%-55%
Fungicides | EECIA I 5.5%-6%
Herbicides 10%-11%

Source: Indiestry estimates for 2024-25. Growrh s Jor hast five years,

8,209 crore ), our own sales rose over 4757
said Ankur Agzarwal, managing director of
the Delhi-based company that recorded a
turnover of Rs 2,201 crore from crop protec-
tion chemicals last fiscal.

Growth driver: labour shortage

Weeds, unlilke insect pests and discase-
causing pathogens, donot directly damageor
destray crops. Instead, they compete with
them for rutrients, water and sunlight. Yield
losses happenbecause the crops are deprived
of these essential resources. Besides growing at
theirexpense, weeds sometimeseven harbour
pests and pathogens infliciing further harm,

By keeping their fields free from weeds,
farmerzcan ensure that the benefits of the fer-
tilisers and irrigation water go to crops and
not these unwanted plants,

Weed control has traditionally been
manual: either by hand or or simple tools
with flat blades such as k. There are also
power weeders that can be run between
rowys of standing crops to remove weeds in
and around those spaces.

But manual weeding is time-consuming.
with a labourer taking 8- 10 hours to cover a
single acre. And since the weeds regrow, the
process has to often be repeated during the
crop's hifecycle.

According to the Labour Bureaw's data. the
all-Inclia dally wage rate for plant protection
warkersaveraged Re4476in December 2024,
as against Rs 3262 five years ago. Cost aside,
this labour is not available when the farmer
needsit. While power weederstake 2-3 hours
peracre, these are not efTective against weoeds
with deep roots or growing within densely
planted crop areas.

That's where herbicides come in: the de-
miand for these chemicals is growing mainly
onthe back of rising agricultural labour scarcity,

How market is evalving
Farmers generally spray insecticides and
fungicides only when they physically ob-
serve and assess the pest population ordis-
ease incidence to be significant enough o
imipact crop viebd and quality.
There'sacertaineconomic threshold level,

where the cost of controlling the pestjdisease
using chemicals is justified by the extent of
anticipated crop loss. In herbicides. too, farm-
ers tend to mostly spray only after the weeds
appear, that is. “post-emergence™.

[ pecent times, however, Birmers have also
been resorming to proplndactic application of
“pre-emesgent” herbicides anound or just af-
ter crop sowing. These stop the weeds from
coming our. helping keep the field clean from
the very start. Alternatively, they may use
“early post-emergent” herbicides to control
weeds at the crop’s imitial sensitive growth
stage. In both cases, the spraying is preventive,
a3 opposed tobeing reactive,

And it 1s this segment that is leading
growvth, as Barmersincreasingly opt for tinsely
and smart weed control amid rising labour
shortages. Currently, out of the estimated Rs
1.500-crore paddy herbicide mariket, the “pre-
emergent” sub-segment accounts for roughly
Rs 550 crore. That share is about a fifth in the
Rs LO00-crone market for wheat herbicides.

Monopoly concerns

Unlike seeds and fertilisers, where thene
are enoughIndian public aswell as private sec-
tor players, the crop profection chemicals in-
dustry is practically amultinational monopoly,

But some Indian companies, neverthe-
less, are attempting to break through, by ac-
quilring the rights to active ingredients and
brands from big global majors or introduc-
ing innovative formilaticens.

(OCPLL forinstance, has collaborated with
the Ohio (US)-based Batielle and Japan's
Mitsui Agriscience to develop a new paddy
herbicide called "Sikesa’. Containing two ac-
tive ingredients, Bensulfuron-methyl and
Pretilachlor, in a patented oil-dispersion for-
mulation, Sikesa'spreads quickhyin water and
workswell whensprayed within0-3 days afl-
ter transplanting.

“The product cost is Bs 850-900 per acre,
campared to Rs 2,000-plus with manual
weeding,” Aggarwal claimed.

That said India is still some distance away
from having its own Sinochemy, which owns
both Syngenta and ADAMA.
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Black-streaked dwarf virus hits
paddy, experts give tips to farmers

Maniav ManDEr

TRIBLINE NEWESENVICE

LUDHIANA, AUGUST T

In the heart of the state’s paddy belt, a
sllent adversary has resurfaced—the
southern rice bladk-streaked dwarf virus
(SRBSDV). First identified in the region
in 2022, the virus has once again struck
the khanf crop, stunting the growth of
rice plants across eight districts.

As farmers grapple with yield loss-
es and uncertainty, scientists and
agricultural experts are racing to
contain the damage and decode the
virus's resurgence. The wirus's
spread has sparked concern among
farmersg, many of whom are urging
the state government to conduct a
girdawari (crop loss assessment)
and announce compensation.

The virus

SRBSDV belongs to the Fgivirus
genus and was tirst reported in South-
ern China in 2001. It made its presence
felt in Punjab three years ago, when
farmers began noticing mysterious
dwarfing of crops intheir fields.

The wirus is transmitted by the
white-backed planthopper (WBPH),
Sogatella furcifera, which spreads the
infection persistently WBPH nymphs
are particularly efficient carriers and
their migration—ofien sided by strong
winds—can carry the wvirus across
large distances. WBPH. the primary
vector, is a familiar pest in Punjab’s
rice-wheat cropping system,

The hallmark of SRBSDV infection
is a sharp reduction in plant height,
often to half or even one-third of the
normal. Infected plants develop nar-
row, upright leaves with white specks,
shallow roots, poor tillering and stunt-
ed shoot growth.

In severe cases, plants may wither
prematurely, leading to a significant
yield loss. Field surveys by Punjab
Agricultural Univergity (PALT, Ludhi-
ana, show that early-sown crops are
especially vulnerable to the disease,
with incidence rates ranging between
10 to over 40 per cent.

Reasons for resurgence
Experts attribute the virus's resur-
gence toa combination of factors. The

SRBSDV is believed to have evolved
from a related virus through genetic
mutation, acquiring WBPH as a new
vector. The widespread use of insecti-
cides has altered the WBPH populas-
tions, making them harder to control.

Changes in transplanting schedules
and rice varieties have also created
conditions conducive to viral spread.
The role of change in climatic condi-
tions leading to the occurrence of virus
is still under investigation by experts.

The PAU has been leading the
response. In mid-July, reports of stunt-
ed rice plants began surfacing. PAU
scientists conducted field visits, col-
lected samples, and confirmed SRBS-
DV through molecular sequencing.
PATT Vice-Chancellor Satbir Singh
Gosal said the university was monitor-
ing not just rice crops but also weeds
andalternate host plants that may har-
bour the virus.

Dr KS Suri, Principal Entomologist
at PAU, advised farmers to conduct
weekly field checks by gently tilting
and tapping rice plants to dislodge
WBPH nymiphs or adults, The trans-
mitting insects can be seen floating
on water surfaces or clustering at the
plant base. Upon detection, farmers
were urged to use insecticides rec-
ommended by the university. These
include Pexalon, Ulala.
Osheen/DominantToken, Imagine,
Orchestra and Chess.

Scientists have also laid out the dose
orguantity required per acre for differ-
ent pesticides and the method of their
application such as directing the spray
specifically at the base of the plants
and using proper nozzles like flat-fan

The hallmark of SRBSDV infection is a sharp reduction in plant height.

or hollow cone for the maximum effec-
tiveness. Dr Suri. however, cautioned
againsttheindiscriminate use of pesti-
cides, warning that it could lead to
resistance and environmental harm.

How is the menace being tackled?

Not all stunted plants are victims of
SEBSDV Dr MS Bhullar, Director of
Extension Education at PAU, noted
that zinc deficiency can mimic viral
symptoms. He urged farmers to con-
sult extension services for an accurate
diagnosis and proper nutrient man-
agement, to avoid unnecessary panic.

Since there isnocure for SRBSDV,
prevention and early detection are
critical. The PAU recommends that
farmers follow transplanting sched-
ules strictly, as crops transplanted
after June 15 show lower incidence
of the disease.

Monitoring WBPH activity, avoid-
ing seed stock from infected fields
and maintaining weed-free plots are
esgential. Farmers noticing symp-
toms should prompily report them to
the nearest Krighi Vigyan Eendra or
at the PAU,

With rice being a major economic
crop in the state, the stakes are high.
The current outbreak is a reminder of
the vulnerabilities in our agricultural
systems and the need for integrated
pest management, climate-resilient
practices and scientific vigilanece,

As Punjab’s farmers stand guard
against this invisible eneny, the callec-
tive effort ofresearchers, policymakers
and cultivators will determine whether
the SRESDV remaing a seasonal men-
ace—or becomes a chronic threat.
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Bayer CropScience QI net
up 10% on higher revenues

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Bayer CropScience Ltd re-
ported a 10 per cent increase
in net profit for the June
quarter at I278.7 crore over
the corresponding period
last quarter’s3254.2 crore on
higher revenues.

The company reported a
17.35 per cent increase in
revenue from operations at
%1,914.6 crore. Profit before
tax stood at ¥335.2 crore
(X¥315.8 crore).

Simon Wiebusch, Vice-
Chairman & Managing Dir-
ector and CEO, Bayer
CropScience Ltd, said, “In
Q1, BCSL achieved 17 per
cent growth in revenue from
operations, primarily driven
by higher volumes of corn
seeds and roundup suppor-
ted by the early onset of the
monsoon.”

He said: “Additionally, we
successtully launched
BICOTA, an innovation-

Bayer CropScience
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backed solution for man-
aging stem borers in paddy
cultivation nationwide to
support our smallholder
farmers.”

Vinit Jindal, Executive
Director and Chief Financial
Officer, Bayer CropScience
Ltd, added, “We delivered a
10 per cent increase in profit
after tax for the quarter, un-
derpinned by strong sales
growth and early signs of in-
put cost stabilisation. While
operating expenses were el-
evated due to the early onset
of the monsoon, our contin-
ued focus on cost discipline
positions us well for sus-
tained performance.”
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Glossary to simplity agricultural
biotechnology terms launched

TriBuUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUD HIANA, AUGUST &
Punjab Apgricultural Uni-
versity (PAU) advanced its
academic misgion with the
launch of the '‘Glossary of
Agricultural Biotechnolo-
gy’ during the concluding
gession of Dr Abraham
Matoc Dhal's wvisit from
South Sudan's Dr John
Garang Memorial Universi-
ty of Science and Technolo-
gy. Organized at the Vice-
Chancellor's Committee
Room, the event wagz led by
Dr Satbir Singh Gozal, PAU
Vice-Chancellor and
attended by scientists, offi-
cers, faculty and students.
FPublished by CABI, UK,
thebook 15 a landmark con-
tribution co-authored by Dr
Gurbachan Singh Miglani,
Dr Parveen Chhuneja and
Dy Gosal, capturing foun-
dational concepts in agri-
cuitural biotechnology.
Unveiling the glossary, Dr
Dhal praised the authors for
their commitment fo
advanecing educationin agri-
cultural biotechnology. He
highlighted biotechnology's
growing role in tackling
global food security chal-
lenges and stressed the
importance of accessible,

Comprehensive guide aims to bridge research,
practical application in crop science

well-defined scientific
knowledge. He noted the
glossary would bridge the
gap between complex
research terms and practical
applications, benefiting stu-
dents, researchers and poli-
cymakers alike.

Dr BSatbir Singh Gosal
emphaszised the book's sig-
nificance amid the evalving
field of agricultural bintech-
nology, which integrates
genetics, molecular biology,
bicinformatics and artificial
intelligence (AI). Containing
over 16,200 carefully curated
terms, the glossary would
gserve as an indispensable
resource for academia and
industry, ensuring clarity
and precision in scientific
communication, As an
author, Dr Gosal underlined
the necessity of such a
resource, especially given
rapid advances in genomic
research and  precision
breeding. He said the glos-
sary would assist students,
educators and professionals
across government and pri-
vate sectors involved in agri-
cultural biotechnology.

Dr Gurbachan Singh
Miglani, a genetics educator,
reflected on the glossary's
development, noting it was
designed to fill a long-stand-
ing gap in agricultural
biotechnology  literature.
Drawing on his extensive
experience in genetice and
molecular  biology, e
ensured the glossary offers
scientifically accurate yet
acceseible definitions to
help students and
researchers navigate this
complex field.

Dr Parveen Chhuneja,
Director of the School of
Agricultural Biotechnology
at PAIJ and a leading molec-
ular geneticist, highlighted
the glossary's role in pro-
moting  interdisciplinary
learning. She noted agricul-
tural biotechnology spans
multiple scientific disci-
plines, from cytogenetics to
epigenomics. By consolidat-
ing terminology across these
areas, the book would
enhance understanding and
application of bictechnology
in crop improvement and
sustainable agriculture.

‘Industry will pass on GST benefits to consumers’

SHREYA NANDI
New Delhi, 4 September

Union Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyalon Thursdaysaid thattheindus-
try has given the commitment to pass on the
benefits of GSTrate reductions toconsumers.

The GST rate rationalisation meastires are
aimed at lowering costs, addressing duty-
related distortions, and boosting competitive-
ness across diverse sectors such as paper,
leather, wood, handicrafts, commercial
vehicles, tractors, food processing, textiles,
toys, and packaging materials.

The measures will help exporters directly
impacted by theimposition of the steep 50 per
cent tariff imposed by the United States (US)
on Indian-origin products.

“Those who are directly facing stressright

now, it will create more domestic opportun-
ities for them,” Goyal told reporters in an
interaction.

He also said greater demand in the
domestic market —duetothe raterationalisa-
tion and GST reforms — will have an impact
on the shortfall of exports tothe US. ;
That apart, India is also in talks
with 50 other countries, who can
take the productsthat India would
like tosell, while alsobuying prod-
ucts from theni..

“This has been a special year for
consumers, Income-tax benefits for
salaried income earners and
rate rationalisation and
reform of the GST system
isanunprecedented and
a transformational step.

It shows that the Indian economy is strong...
this (GST reforms) will give a huge boost to
domestic demand, have a multiplier impact
on the economy. Our ability to create infra-
structure fasterwillgoup and with economies
of scale helping Indian manufacturers
become more productive, it will continue
to keep inflation,” the minister said.
The government has also requested
certain large retail chains to buy prod-
% ucts from textiles exporters, who are
A" notabletoexport it tothe U dueto the
. imposition of the high tariffs.
f Goyal alsosaid that the¥ 2,250 crore
Export Promotion Mission is
‘making fast progress”. “I
should be in a position
to go to the Union
Cabinetrsoon,” hesaid.
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Illegal fertilizer haul exposed;
JD(S) alleges govt involvement

INDUSHEKAR

Eﬁmramnagﬂr

Amidst growing protests by
farmers across Karnataka
over an acute shortage of
urea fertilizer, a major illegal
transport of urea was inter-
cepted in Chamarajanagar
district. The incident has
further intensified the ongo-
ing blame game between the
central and State govern-
ments over the availability
and distribution of fertilizers
in the State.

Acting on specific infor-
mation, agricultural officers
and police officials seized a
truck carrying approxi-
mately 330 bags — around 15
tonnes — of urea that was
being illegally transported
from a warehouse in Nan-
jangud to Kerala. The opera-
tion took place at the Moole-
hole check-post in
Gundlupettaluk, where the
authorities halted the vehi-
cle and took it into custody.

Transportation of urea
across State borders without
permission is strictly pro-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEW DELH1, 5 ALUGUST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday emphasised the sig-
nificance of agriculture in
India's growth story, echoing
the views of Union Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shiviaj Singh Chouhan.
Ina poston handle X, PM
Modi highlighted Chauhan’s
article in anewspaper, asserting
that “Agriculture is not just
the backbone of our economy,
but it is the foundation ofa
self-reliantand strong India.”
“Union Minister
Shi@ChouhanShivrajexplains
aboutthe continuousreforms
andfarmer-centric initiatives
which have led to steady
growth in the agriculture
sector, aiming to build a Viksit
Bharat by 2047," PM Maodi
said in his post.
Chouhanhasemphasised
in his article that the govern-

hibited. A case has been reg-
istered at the Nanjangud po-
lice station.

As reports of fertilizer
shortages continue to
emerge, political tensions
have escalated. The Janata
Dal (Secular) lashed out at
the Congress government,
accusing it of failing to en-
sure timely fertilizer supply
to farmers while allegedly
allowing illegal diversion of
urea meant for Karnataka.

“The Congress govern-
ment, instead of distributing
fertilizers to our farmers, is
smuggling urea received
from the central govern-
ment to Kerala during the
night. This is a betrayal of
Karnataka's farmers,” JD(S)
leaders alleged in a state-
ment. They further claimed

that farmers are being
forced to wait endlessly out-
side  RaithaSamparkaK-

endras (Farmer Facilitation
Centres) without receiving
adequate urea supply.

In another alarming reve-
lation, reports have emerged
of black market sales in

ment has been working tire-
lessly to empower the agri-
cultural sector, with continuous
reforms and farmer-centric
initiatives that have led to
steady growth in the sector.
The aim is to build a Viksit
Bharat by 2047, a developed
India that is self-reliant and
strong, Chouhan has main-
tained.Chouhan has asserted
that by empowering farmers,
encouraging innovation, and
improving rural life, the gov-
ernment is working towards
a prosperous and self-reliant
India. By focusing on these

Raichur district. Around 79
tonnes of urea, originally
meant for the Kallur Pri-
mary Agricultural Credit
Cooperative Society's ware-
house, was allegedly di-
verted and sold illegally in
the open market. Following
farmer complaints, a probe
has been launched.

Adding to the political
back-and-forth, Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah hit back at
former CM and Union Min-
ister HD Kumaraswamy,
urging him to lobby with the
Centre for increased urea al-
lotment instead of staging
protests.

Experts and fertilizer
dealers acknowledge that
the demand for urea has
surged this yvear, particularly
due to increased maize cul-
tivation.

“Yes, there is a shortage.
With more maize being
sown this season, demand
has naturally gone up. We
are requesting farmers to
also consider Nano-DAP as
a supplementary input,” a
fertilizer dealer explained.

PM highlightsimportanceof agriculturein
nation’s growth, cites Chouhan’s views

key areas, the government
aims to create a strong and
self-refiant India, withathriving
agricultural sector thatbenefits
all.

The Prime Minister's vision
alinswith the goal of building
aViksitBharat by2047, where
agricuiture plays apivotal role
inachieving sustainable devel-
opment and prosperity. By
empowering farmersand pro-
moting innovation in the
sector, the government aims
to createarobustagricul tural
ecosystem that benefits all
stakeholders.
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Punjab, Hry among
heaviest agricultural
debt burden states

TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI, AUGUST 5
Theburden of agricsthural debt
continues to weigh heavily on
India's farmers, with Punjab,
Harvana, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh emerging
among the states where agri-
cultural  households carry
some of the highest average
outstandmg loans, as per new-
ly released national data.

While Andhra Pradesh tops
the list with an average farm
debtof Rs 245554 per house-
hold, other states in both
northern and southern India
reflect worrying levels of
rural indebtedness.

Among the northern states,
Punjab reported the third-
highest average loan burden
at Rs 203,249, while Haryana
closely followed at Rs
182022 according to an
answer in Lok Sabha today
by Minister of State for Agri-
culture Ramnath Thakur.

Himachal Pradesh alsostood
high on the chart with Rs
80825 and Uttar Pradesh,
India's most populous state,
reporied an average of Hs
51107 per agriculiural house-
hold. These fisures reflect per-
sistent credit dependency
amang farmers, often linked to
rising input costs, stagnant
income, erratic weather conds-
fions and delays in procure-
ment payments.

Experts warn that this grow-

PARAMOUNT IN US DEAL

B The Centre on Tuesday
nformed the Lok Sabha that
the interests of Indian fam-
ers and national food security
remain nomnegotiable prior-
ties inthe ongoing discus-
sions for an IndoUS hilateral
trade agreement, especially
in the agricultural sector

B The government maintzined
that any potential deal will be
structured inaway that bene-
fits domestic stakeholders
and ensures sustainable
growth inthe sector

ing debt could become unsus-
tamable unless  systemic
reforms are introduced.

States in southern India
dominate the upper end of the
debt gpectrum,

Andhra Pradesh holds the
highest average at Rs 2 45,5564,
foliowed by Kerala (Rs 242 482),
Telengana (Rs 1.52,113), Kar-
nataka (Rs 1.26240) and Tamil
Nadu (Rs 1/)6,553).

These states have seen a pro-
Eferation of both institutional
and norinstittional cvedit
sources, leading fo inoreased
debtdespite higher agricultural
production in some cases. The
data reveals stark regional dif-
ferences. The all-India average
of outstanding loans per agri-
ocutiural household stands at Rs
74,121, The data signals a need
for urgent reforms in agricul-

FSSAI SetsUp
Panel to Revamp
Regulationson
Organic Food

Shambhavi Anand

New Delhi: The Food Safety and
Standards  Authority of India
(FESAIL) is working on overhauling
the regulations for organic food in
the country, a senior official said.
adding that the authority has for-
med a committee for this.

“As India is revising ils regula-
tions and guidelines for organic far-
ming, there is a need to revise regu-
lations for organic food certifica-
tion too,” said the ofTicial.

Thenew standards are expected to
cover organic agriculiural pro-
ducts and align with the latest gui-
delines in advanced nations.

The authority has not yet set

any timeline for
— the formulation
The new of regulations,
standardsare  sald the official.
expectedto The National Pro-
coverorganic gramme for Orga-
agricultural nic Production
productsand  (NPODP) 2014,
alignwiththe which covers the
latest rules production and ac-
In advanced creditation of or-
nations ganic labels, is be-

ing updated to re-
flect changes in the international
organic landscape and global orga-
nic markets.

The NPOP isrecognised under the
Food Safety and Standards (Orga-
nic Foods) Regulations, 2017, issued
by FSSAL It functions alongside the
participatory guarantee system,
overseen by the ministry of agri-
culture and farmers’ welfare,

The programme lays down rules
for organic farming, sets out requi-
rements and procedures for accre-
ditation and certification agencies,
and regulates the use of the India
Organic label. Its framework is de-
signed tobe in line with global regu-
lations governing the trade of orga-
nic products,

Internationally, NPOP's crop pro-
duction standards are acknowled-
ged as equivalent by the European
Commission, Switzerland and Gre-
at Britain.

Indiahas emerged as a prominent
supplier of organic products in a
span of twodecades.
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[CRISAT, ICAR to launch Al-based
personahsed agriadvisory services

Il::Iur Bureau
Hyderabad

The International Crops Re-
search Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT), in association
with organisations like the
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR), will
launch personalised and
real-time climate advisory
services, powered by artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) and ma-
chine learning (ML).

The initiative will provide
farmers with timely, action-
able recommendations for
critical decisions such as
sowing, irrigation and pest
management. These advisor-
ies will be delivered through
user-friendly digital chan-

nels, including an Al-
powered WhatsApp bot.
NEW | FOCUS

The project will first be

implemented in  Maha-
rashtra, through the ICAR’s
Agro-Meteorological Field
Units (AMFUs).

MONSOON MISSON

The project, Al-powered
Context-Specific  Agromet
Advisory Services for Cli-
mate-Resilient Agriculture
at Scale, is supported under
the Government of India’s
Monsoon Mission III. The
Central Research Institute
for Dryland Agriculture, the
International Livestock Re-

search Institute, the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteor-
ology, and the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
also joined the initiative.

The Intelligent Systems
Advisory Tool (iSAT), a di-
gital platform developed and
piloted by ICRISAT and part-
ners during Monsoon Mis-
sion I1, was initially designed
to transform complex cli-
mate and agronomic data
into personalised, science-
based advisories. iSAT is now
being upgraded into a fully
functional Al-powered tool
under this new initiative.

“This technology holds
immense potential for adapt-
ation across the Global
South, where farmers face
similar climate vulnerabilit-
es,” Himanshu Pathak, Dir-
ector General, ICRISAT, said
inarelease on Wednesday.

Country currently imports 80% of its specialty fertilisers from China

India develops water-soluble fertiliser

New Delhi, Aug 31: India

has developed its first  Fertiliser

president  of  Soluble

WA

expected to reach farmers’
fields within two wvears

ogy is a 2ero effluent proj-
ect. There 1s no emission

indigenous water-soluble
fertiliser technology after
seven years of research.

The technology, backed
by the ministry of mines
and dewimu:-d using
Indian raw materials and
Indian-designed plants,
represents a “Make in
India” proposition that
could reduce the country’s
dependence on Chinese
specialty fertiliser
imports.

“Alm was 1o make India,
especially for speciality
fertiliser, an export-domi-
nating country, not an
import-dependent  coun-
try,” Rajib Chakraborty,

Association (SFIA), who
spearheaded the research
initiative.

India’s reliance on
Chinese specialty fertilis-
er imports provided the
impetus  for developing
indigenous technology.
The country currently
imports 80 per cent of its
specialty fertilisers from
China, while the remain-
ing 20 per cent is indirect.
Iy traded through Chinese
SOUrCes.

Barring 5 per cent of
NPK formulations pro-
duced domestically, India
is 95 per cent dependent
on Chinese supplies for

Industry &_ ]

&
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spectality fertilisers. This
dependency has grown
steadily since 2005, when
European suppliers began
sonreing from China to
serve  Indian  markets,
gradually building capaci-
ty and technology to cap-
ture global market share.
The technology is

when largescale produc
tion capacities come
online. Joint venture dis-
cussions are underway
with fertiliser companies
for commercial implemen-
tation, Chakraborty said.

“This technology is spe.
cial in terms of many
things. First, one single
process produces almost
all the soluble fertiliser
Usually for every product
there is a different tech-
nology, but this technolo-
gy enables production of
all  products in  one
process,”  Chakraborty
explained

“This particular technol-

from this project. So that's
why this was one of the
grounds that the ministry
of mines has taken into
consideration and given it
a project of national
impm'l,anm.' he said,
‘Whatever technology
we have today, especially
in fertiliser, is actually
borrowed technology.
That is not our technology.
For every borrowing, we
have to pay a big price,”
Chakrabarty noted.

“We pay another price
for getting the upgrada-
tion. But if It is our own,
we can keep on develop-
ing,” he added. — PTI
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Leaf folder attack causing worry
among Kodagu's paddy growers

K S GIRISH
MADIKERI, DHNS

n Kodagu, the spotting of
I!szaf folder pest has led to

concerns among paddy
farmers.

About 20 to 25 days after
transplantation, the pestmen-
ace has been noticed in fields
around Madikeri, Virajpet,
Ponnampet, Kushalnagar, and
Somwarpet.

The larvae fold the edges of
theleavesintorollsand feedon
thegreen portionsinside. This
causes the crop to appear pale
and bleached. In severe cases,
the plant’s growth is stunted,
and the panicles fail toemerge,
leading tocrop loss.

Farmers, who were delight-
ed with good rains thisseason,

are now disheartened by the
leaf folder attack. Because of
such pest attacks, crop dis-
eases, and rising labour costs,
many farmers are gradually
losing interest in paddy culti-
vation. The area under paddy
cultivation is shrinking over
the years.

This year, the Agriculture
department had set a target of
paddy cultivation on 29,000
hectares. However, by the end
of the monsoon last weekend,
transplantation had been
completed only on 20,000
hectares.

Chandrashekar, Joint Direc-
tor, Agriculture department,
said, “In some parts of the dis-
trict, cloudy weather has led
to the spread of the leaf folder
pests. Farmers should consult

agricultural experts and take
necessary control measures.”

To control leaf folder pests,
Dr KV Veerendrakumar, Sci-
entist, Plant Protection Divi-
sion, Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Gonikoppal, has suggested a
few measures, such as remov-
al of weeds around the paddy
fields and keeping the sur-
roundings clean. “Apply only
the recommended amount of
nitrogen fertilizer. On noticing
pest infestation, spray either
Indoxacarb (0.5 ml per litre of
water) or Flubendiamide (0.4
ml perlitre of water) - whichev-
erisavailable. While spraying,
itis advisable to mix a sticking
agentwith the pesticide for bet-
tereffectiveness.”

For moreinformation, farm-
erscancontact08274-295274,

Govt plans to cut down onimports o
pharma agents, biofuel enzymes

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 30

FROM ACTIVE pharmaceutical
agenits for making key medicines
to enzymes needed for develop-
ing biofuels, and reagents needed
for manuiacturing biofertilizers —
the government under its BioE3
policy plans to set up around 16
biormanucturning hubs across the
country toensure that India starts
making the components for
which it is largely dependent on
imports, The government has al-
reacly listed 1,000 such products
for which there is a need to de-
velopindigenous manufacturing
facilities, which will be put ona
wiebsite soon,

There has been a push to-
wards manufactuning within the
countrysince Covid- 19 pandenic,
with government policies suchas
performance-linked financial in-
centives to drug manufacturers.

The dhepartmient has been some-
what successful in scaling-up
manufacturing of some of the
drugs, but fermentation-hased
products still remain a challenge
for the country.

With plans of setting up large
fermenters of around 500 hitres or
1000 litres, these hubs can help
push the manufacturing of not
just fermentation-based medi-
cines but also other products such
as biofuels. *Creating these hubs
helps pool the resources: mean-
ing start-ups and small compa-
mies do not have to make big cap-
ital investments imitially.” said an
official from the department, on
condition of anonymity.

These biomanufacturing hubs,
inadkdition, will alsolook at scaling
up innovative solutions such as
novel monoclonal antibody treat-
ments, new technologies for car-
bon capture, or smart proteins to
improve nutrition developed un-
derthe programme from proofof

concepl tomarket neady products.
The Department of
Biotechnology has already sup-
ported aset upof six binfoundnes
- a specialised facility that helps
todevelop and concluct the initial
tests on such novel projects — at
Mational Agni-Food and Bio-man-
ufacturisg Irestitute] NABI L Mofhali
{for sustainable food and nutri-
tion}, Tata Memonal Centre (for
new drugs), Intemnational Centre
for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (ICGEB ], New Dethi
(for synthetic biology to make mi-
crobial cells formamdactuning en-
Zymes, testing new biofuels, en-
hancing carbon  capture
cificiency). Transtational Health
Saence and Technology Institute
{(THST). Faridabad (for mono-
clonal antibedy therapies),
Institute of Pesticide Formulation
Technology (IFFTL Gurugram (for
biopesticides ), and National Centre
For Cell Science (NCCS), Pune (for
enzymes and metabolites),

ACFI
The leaf folder pest.

“Once aproof of concepthas | 2
heen developedand tested atthe | = BioE3
biofoundries, it can be taken for | = pﬂ|il::y
manufactuningat these biomanu- e
facturing hubs."theofficialadded. 113 ® push

The biomanufacturing hubs |
will be set upin researchinstinutes, WITH THE biormanufac-
private companes that spedalise turing hubs under the
i a particular farm of manufae- programme, critical in-
turing, ornearexisting knowledge gredients for medicines,

hubs for specific industries,

The Facilities can be accessed
by government and private re-
search institutes, universities, ancl
cotleges, along with start-upsand
other companies. While the pri-
vate companies will be charged,
mainly to cover the cost of con-
sumables, human resources, and
other overhead charges,

As per its policy, the start-ups
will becharged a masimum of 5%
over the actual costs while com-
panies may be charged up to 15%
overthecost, The policy also states
that the facility will not claim any
intellectual property rights.

reagents needed lor var-
ous products such as bio-
fuels, bioproteins, and
other chernicals for
which India depends on
imports, will be manu-
factured within the
country. The Department
of Biotechnology has un-
dertaken a survey to fi-
nalise a list of 1,000 such
products, which start-
ups artd companies may
develop processes to
manufacture within the
country.
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Naidu warns of stern action
against fertilizer black mkt

Do not paniﬁ;I fertilizer stocks

Hans NEws SERVICE

AMARAVATI
CHIEF  Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu on
Tuesday issued a stern

warning against black mar-
keting of urea and other
fertilizers, stating that those
involved in it would be pun-
ished. He assured farmers
that there was no need to
worry about fertilizer sup-
plies, as “the state has more
than adequate stock”.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks during a re-
view meeting on horticulture
crops and fertilizer avail-
ability held in Amaravati
on Tuesday. He directed the
officials to use e-crop data
to track the total area, types
of crops being cultivated in
the state and monitor ferti-

sufficient, C

a2

assures farmers

i

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu at a review meeting on
horticulture crops in Amaravati on Tuesday

lizer usage. Naidu empha-
sised the need for constant
supervision to prevent any
problems for farmers. Offi-
cials reported that the state
has received an additional
91,000 metric tonnes of
urea this year compared
to last, bringing the total

supply to 2.02 lakh metric
tonnes, which is more than
the actual demand.
Similarly, the supply
of DAP has increased by
16,000 metric tonnes, total-
ing 51,700 metric tonnes.
Complex fertilizers also saw
a significant boost, with an

additional 1.20 lakh metric
tonnes supplied, bringing
the total to 2.72 lakh metric
tonnes. The Chief Minis-
ter noted that despite these
ample supplies, some indi-
viduals were spreading mis-
information. He instructed
officials to use the Integrat-
ed Fertilizer Management
System to track urea con-
sumption.

Further, Naidu asked of-
ficials to work towards mak-
ing Andhra Pradesh a state
free of chemical fertilizers
and pesticides. He directed
them to educate farmers
on how to reduce the use
of these substances. He also
proposed offering subsidies
and incentives to farmers
who reduce their reliance
on chemical inputs,

Continued on Faﬂ
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CM plans ration system to curb
misuse of chemical fertilisers

* Farmers to be linked
with Aadhaar, soil
tests would be
conducted, and
fertilisers would be
delivered directly to
fields based on actual
requirement

Overuse of chemicals
is damaging both
health and agriculture
exports

Agriculture
contributes 35% the
state's GSDP, with a
GVA of Rs 5.17 lakh cr

Hans NEws SERVICE
VIjAYAWADA

CHIEE Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu on Monday
announced that the State
will introduce a ration sys-
tem for fertilizers and pes-
ticides o curb their indis-
criminate use.

Speaking during a debate

on agriculture in the As-
‘-r.'l]lllh'. he said farmers will
be supplied only with the
quantities required for their
fields,

The CM stressed that
farmers  should .Ld:!l‘-! (18]
changing food habits and
cultivate crops that bring

hetter pmﬁl.a. It is ot wise
to tely too heavily on rice”
he said.

Naidu warned that the
overuse of chemicals is dam-
aging both health and agri-
culture exports. He pointed
out that China and Indo-
nesia had rejected chili and

groundnut  consignments
from Andhra Pradesh, while
Furopean Union countries
subject 50 per cent of con-
tainers from the State to
aqua sampling, compared to
just 10 per cent for others.
“This reflects the condition
of our farm sector,” he said.
He also flagged that exces-
sive fertilizer use was adul-
terating milk.

Explaining  the imbal-
ance, Naidu said that while
the ideal NPK fertilizer ra-
tio is 4:2:1, Andhra Pradesh
stands al 6:3:1.

To tackle the problem, he
said farmers would be linked
with  Aadhaar, soil  tests
would be conducted, and
fertilizers would be deliv-
ered cli.n"l.'tl}' to fields based
on actual requirement,

He urged MLAs to vis-
it villages al least once a
month 1o create awareness
among farmers.

While assuring that there
is no shortage of fertilizers

in the State, he accused Op-
position party of misleading
tarmers on availability.

On the wider cConomy,
Maidu said agriculture con-
tributes 35 per cent to the
State’s GSDE with a GVA of
Rs 5.17 lakh crore. He un-
derlined the need to boost
farmer incomes through al-
lied sectors,

Dairy and horticulture, he
said, conld be "game chang-
ers” for Andhra Pradesh,
particularly in backward re-
glons like Rayalaseema. The
government aims Lo expand
horticulture cultivation sig-
nificantly by 2029

Naidu highlighted  that
Andhra Pradesh is already
ahead in drip irrigation. He
admitted, however, that the
aqua sector has been hit by
US tariffs.

The State is in talks with
the Centre to find new mar-
kets abroad, while also fa-
cusing on foood |‘|run,'uxxin!: b
add value o farm produce.
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Indigenous fertiliser technology to
cut Chinese import dependence

NEW DELHI, Aug 31: India has suc-
cessfully developed its first indigenous
rater-soluble fertiliser technology af-
ter seven years of research, marking a
potential breakthrough that could
transform the country from an import-
dependent nation to an export-domi-
nating force in specialty fertilisers.

The technology, backed by the Min-
istry of Mines and developed using In-
dian raw materials and Indian-designed
plants, represents a true “Make in In-
dia” proposition that could significantly
reduce the country’s heavy dependence
on Chinese specialty fertiliser imports.

“My aim was to make India, espe-
cially for specialty fertilizer, an export-
dominating country, not an import-de-
pendent country,” Rajiv Chakraborty,
President of the Soluble Fertilizer In-
dustry Association (SFIA), who spear-
headed the research initiative, told PTI
in an interview.

India’s overwhelming reliance on
Chinese specialty fertiliser imports pro-
vided the impetus for developing indig-
enous technology. The country current-
Iy imports 80 per cent of its specialty
fertilisers directly from China, while the
remaining 20 per cent is indirectly trad-

ed through Chinese sources.

Barring 5 per cent of NPK formula-
tions produced domestically, India is 95
per cent dependent on Chinese sup-
phies for specialty fertilisers. This de-
pendency has grown steadily since
2005, when European suppliers began
sourcing from China to serve Indian
markets, gradually building capacity
and technology to capture global mar-
ket share.

The development process was ardu-
ous, with Chakraborty describing the
typical challenges of research and de-

velopment. *R&D means a failure
game a thousand times. Have you only
succeeded once after failing for a thou-
sand times? So it's common to every
R&D process,” he said.

The financial toll was substantial,
with Chakrabarty risking his business
to pursue the breakthrough. “I risked
my entire life in doing that, developing
something, and [ was almost out of the
business at one point of time, because |
was not able to focus on developing my
business as a soluble fertilizer player,”
he revealed. — PTI

‘Al, green energy, agritech to
help achieve $6trn economy’

Govt Formulating Plan To Meet Viksit UP @2047 Targets

and thestate's contributionto

Times News NETWORK The state has set up abroad proposed invest-

ments exceeding Rs 45 lakh

Lucknow: To realise the vi- a p?l“lﬂl thmugh crore, out of which Rs 15 lakh

sion of a ‘Developed Uttar which SI_IC’I crore have already been reali-
Pradesh by 2047, the state suggestions and sed,” he added.

govt is formulating a concre- feedback would be A senior govt official said

te plan involving three core collected that high-value services such

areas: holistic development,
economic leadership, and
cultural renaissance.

“These can only be achie-
ved through increased econo-
mic activity, creative power,
and a young and healthy po-
pulation. Targeting artificial
intelligence, green energy
and agriculture technology,
the govt is committed to deli-
vering results in the next 22
yvears,” a govt spokesperson
said.

“Before 2017, Uttar Pra-
desh was considered a back-
ward state in terms of deve-
lopment. Lack of police em-

powerment and smart moni-
toring frameworks resulted
inweak crime control. Conse-
quently, both employment
and industry were stagnant,
with many entrepreneurs
migrating to other states,” he
said.

The spokesperson said
that from 2017 onwards, when
the BJP took over, consistent
efforts were made to improve
the delivery of govt schemes
and policies with the help of
technology. “In the recent in-
vestors summit, prominent
companies from India and

as green manufacturing, ag-
ritech reforms, and modern
technology would lead the
stateon the USD Gtrillion eco-
nomy pathway.

"Renewable energy, smart
city infrastructure, and supp-
Iy chain would create lakhs
of job opportunities. Agri-
tech and cold chain in rural
areas will provide local emp-
loyment and reduce migra-
tion,” hesaid.

“To meet the target, the
state must maintain continu-
ous annual growth at the rate
of 16%. Per capita income
will significantly increase,

the national economy will re-
acharound 20%. [twill be pos-
sible only if private and pub-
lic investments, cluster-buil-
ding, human resource deve-
lopment, and a secure
investment environment are
consistently maintained,”
the officer said.

Those willing to contribu-
te to the 2047 mission would
also get to play their part. CM
Yogi Adityvanath has announ-
ced that a dedicated portal to
collect and gather feedback
of the state population and
those willing to take the state
on the path of prosperity by
2047 are welcome. The state
has set up a portal (samart-
huttarpradesh.up.govin)
through which such sugges-
tions and feedback would be
collected.
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OPEN BIDDING, INFRA & FINTECH SUPPORT KEY FEATURES

Govt to roll out e-NAM 2.0
to push inter-state trade

#Nine years after
launch,agritrade
one-NAM
remains local

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 23

THE GOVERNMENT IS plan
ning to roll out a revamped
version of the electronic
National Agriculture Market
(e-NAMY), as it seeks to boost
Inter-state and inter-mandi
trade on this platform.

Sources told FE that the
proposed e-NAM 2.0 will
have features like automated
bidding, facility fordemand-
supply data and open net-
work of digital commerce-
linked services, including
assaying, logistics and fin
tech support.

“While currently there was
no provision on the ¢-NAM
facility for availing assaying
and transportation fadlities
provided by private parties in
physical mandis, the
revamped platform will have
such facilities which would
help Inter-state trading in
cropsas well asfruitsand veg
etables,”an official said.

Officials sald it would
reduce food wastage and get
best prices for farmers as
intermediaries are red wced.

Sources sakd thatwork for
launching o-KAM 2.0 is cur
rently on and likely to be
rolled out in a couple
of months.

Officlals sald the new
platform I being bullt to

DIGITAL REVAMP

Turnowver (2 cr) i

“20-2 20112 22-2I (2D

ricuiture fr

74,658

31,366

225 ’

B0,262

& Flatform WFY25
integrates turnovar
1,522 at
rmandis, 80,262
17.%m crone,
farmers, just 2%
4,557 FPOs higher
registered annually

handle a high wolume of
commodities trade to ensure
that the system does not slow
down at the peak procure
ment level,

Simce the launch of the
platfiorm in April, 2016,while
.47 lakh crore worth of
agricultural commodities
have been traded on it till
now, out of which share of
inter-state trade was only
L76.8 crore,

Overall sales tumover of ¢
NAM, rose to T80,162 crore
in 2024.25 a marginal
increase of 2% compared to
FY 14, while volume of inter-
state tradewas still T2 1 crore.
Inter-mandi e-NAM trade
since the start has been
16,230 crore.

The focus of the e-NAM
2.0would be to ensure ease of
doing intra-state and inter
state trade in agricultural
commaodities with an objec
tive to overcome logistic gaps

and enable faster trade,
reduced wastage and boost
farmerincomes.

The platform would have
facilities such as QR based lot
tracking and issuance of
timely notifications.

Sources sald that knter
state and inter-mandi trades
on the digital platform,
launched over nine years back
remain very small compared
to overall trade, Indicating
that most of the sales on e-
NAM are reported from
withinthewholesale markets,

The e-NAM has already
digitally integrated over
1500 wholesale markets.

InFY 2022-23 e-NAM for
the first time facilitated
inter-state trade of apple
from Jammu and Kashmir
to [harkhand.

Overall sales turnover of ¢
NAM, rose to £80,262 crore
in 2024-15, a marginal
increase of 2% compared

toFY24.

Also, 17.94 million farm-
ers, 4,557 FPOs, 169,688
traders and 1,17,590 com-
mission agents ane reglstened
withe-NAM

Currently, 1,522 mandis
im 27 states and union terr
tories, including Tamil Nadu
(213), Rajasthan (173),
Gujarat {144), Maharashtra
{133), Uttar Pradesh (162)
and Haryana (108) mandis
are on e-NAM platform.

At present, 238 agricul-
tural, horticultural and other
commaodities notified by
respective state governments
were finalised for online o-
auction in e-NAM platform.

Sources said there areesti-
mated to be around 7,000
mandis in the country and
after the recommendation
from mandiboarnds of respec
tive states, the marketplace
for agriculiural produce
comes on board of e-NAM.

Agri min seizes 64k
bags of fake fertiliser

Times News NeTwork

Jaipur: In a late-night ope-
ration Sun-
day, agricul-
ture minister
Kirori Lal
Meena rai-
ded two ferti-
liser factori-
es in Kolayat area of Bika-
ner, resulting in seizure of
64,000 bags of counterfeit
fertiliser. The fake product,
adulterated with soil, had
been on its way to not just va-
rious locations within Ra-
jasthan but also to neighbo-
ring countries like Nepal,
the minister later said.
Meena, accompanied by
senior officersfromtheagri-
culture department, targe-
ted specific locations that

-"‘m

had been under surveillan-
ce. In the first raid at Khari
Gangapura village, authori-
ties confiscated 24,000 bags
of fake fertiliser. Approxi-
mately 3-km away, a further
inspection at a facility near
Sankhla Phanta yielded an
additional 40,000 bags of the
contaminated product.

“It was discovered that
mudandsoilweremixedina
heavy percentage,” Meena
told TOI on Monday.

Both factories have since
been sealed and all related
documentation has been se-
cured to facilitate a more
thorough investigation into
the operation, which is beli-
eved to be part of a larger
scheme involving the frau-
dulent sale of seeds and fer-
tilisers across the state.
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'Cut GST for fertiliser
raw material rates'

NEw DELHI

FERTILISERS industry body
FAI has demanded lowering
of GST rates on raw materi-
als like ammonia and sulphu-
ric acid to 5 per cent as well
as a refund of accumulated
input tax credit to the manu-
facturers. A delegation of the
Fertiliser Association of India
(FAI) met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on this
issue on August 26 and also
gave a representation. The
government has announced
that it would reform the GST
before the Diwali festival to
bring down the prices and
make this law simpler. In a
statement on Thursday, the
industry body said that dur-
ing the meeting it requested
the finance minister to "re-
duce the GST rates on ferti-
liser raw materials (ammonia
and sulphuric acid) from 18
per cent to 5 per cent and al-
low refund of accumulated
[TC (input tax credit) in fer-

tiliser manufacturing and
trading where accumulation
is due to the non-taxable sub-
sidy portion.”

The FAI pointed out that
the industry has been facing
vital problem related to GST.
The finance minister assured
the delegation about examin-
ing the issues and taking nec-
essary actions in the matter.

Explaining the problems,
the association said that P&K
(phosphatic and potassic)
fertilisers attract GST rate of
5 per cent but the GST rates
on inputs for manufacturing
P&K fertilisers such as am-
monia and sulphuric acid at-
tracta GST rate of 18 per cent.
Apart from that, the FAI said
that the fertiliser subsidy has
been excluded from the value
of supply under the GST re-
gime. " As a result of lower rate
of output GST than the rates
of GST on some inputs, the
output GST payable is much
lower than the input GST
credit, mainly due to subsidy.
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GST reforms to benefit
fertilizers sector: NFL

NOIDA: National Fertilizers
Ltd (NFL) has applauded the
GST reforms which will pro-
vide a big boost to the fertilizer
sector. While the GST rates for
essential inputs for manufactur-
ing of nitrogenous and NPK fer-
tilizers viz. Ammonia, Sulphuric
Acid and Nitric Acid have been
reduced from 18 per cent to 5
per cent, it has been reduced
from 12 per cent to 5 per cent
on micronutrients.

This will encourage the
domestic production of fertil-
izers as the fertilizer companies
will save significantly on raw
materials costs ensuring their
timely availability and mak-
ing them affordable to farmers.

This reduction in GST for
micronutrients from 12 per
cent to 5 per cent will signif-
icantly encourage PM-PRA-
NAM Scheme (PM Programme
for Restoration, Awareness
Generation, Nourishment and
Amelioration of Mother-Earth)
designed to encourage States
and UTs to cut chemical fertil-
izer use by adopting sustainable
farming practices and promot-
ing organic alternatives. This
will promote the ‘Balanced Use
of Fertilizers' ensuring the long
term sustainability of soil and
plant health. It will directly ben-
efit farmers and FPOs, aligning
with Govts Natural Farming
Mission. MPOST

Corteva launches
pesticides for use
on potato, grapes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Global pesticides company
Corteva Agriscience has
launched two pesticides
against diseases like ‘Dow-
ny Mildew’ in grapes and
‘Late Blight’ in potatoes.
The company claimed
that both the chemicals
will transform potato,
grapes cultivation in India.
A release from Corteva
said building on the global-
ly successful Zorvec tech-
nology, this advanced solu-
tion offers  growers

protection against the de-
vastating diseases and will
lead to healthier crops,
higher yields and superior
quality produce.

“Zorvec Entecta delivers
a unique combination of
advanced chemistry and
powerful performance. Its
active ingredients provide
strong and reliable control
against oomycetes plant
diseases,” it said.

The release added that
the chemical is secure and
protected from wash-off
just 20 minutes after appli-
cation.
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Now; farmers gmpple with gram discolouration

Manay Manper
THERISE XPWS SERVIHE
LUDHIANA, SEFTEMBER 13
After battling incessant rains
and flosding for weeks, farm-
ers are now grappling with a
new crisis — blackened pad-
dy grain and a sUrge in brown
plant hopper infestation.
The twin threats have
emerged just as the paddy
crop nears maturity, raising
fears of widespread yield loss
and financial hardship,
Experts from Punjabh Agri-
culiural University (PAU} con-
firmed that the damage stems
from an unfortunate overlap

of heavy rains with the flower-  Field reports from KVKs indicate widezpread discolouration.

FUNGAL GROWTH

&4 Continuous rains have
led to higher moisture.
Further, sudden spike in
temperature has created
ideal conditions for fungal
growth. The grain is tumning
black and splitting, which
will severelyimpact both
qualityand quantity. In
addition, brown plant
hopper population has
exploded, The farmers
mustact swiftly.

Dr Satbir Sigh Gosal, v, e

ing period of paddy erop and

attack of brown plant hopper
had been been cbserved at a
few places in the state

Dy Sathir Singh Gosal,
Vice-Chancellor of the PATU,
said, “"Continuous rains have
led to higher moisture, Fur-
ther, sudden spike in tem-
perature have created ideal
conditions for fungal growth,
The grain iz tuming biack
and splitting, which will
severely impact both quality
and quantity. In addition,
brown plant hopper popula-
tion hasexploded The farm-
ers must act swiftly,”

Field reports fromthe Krighi

Vigyan Kendras (KVEs) indi-
cate widespread grain dis-
colouration. Agronomist Buta
Singh from the PAU sad,
“This year, the Qowering peri-
od coineided with rains, creat-
ing havoe. It has bed to biack-
ened paddy grain.”

Farmer Gurpreet Singh
from Sahabana village said,
“The grain has  turned
black. This will definitely
affect vield and market val-
ue This has come asa dou-
ble blow to farmers.”

Adding to distress, the
PAU's latest swvey has
revealed 3 shamp nise in

brown plant hopper popula-
tion in state. These pests,
which thrive in hot and
humid conditions, suck sap
from rice plants, causing
them to yellow, wilt and
eventually die— a phenome-
non known as “hopperbun”,

The PAU has issued advi-
sory urging farmersto mon-
itor their fields by gently
shaking plants and check
for floating hoppers. If
infestation  exceeds  five
hoppers per plant, farmers
have been advised to use
the PAU-recommended
insecticides and focus appli-

cation at the plant base for
maximum effectiveness.

The compounded impact of
fungal damageand ped infies-
tation threatens to devastate
vield in Punjab's key paddy
producing belts. With grain
quality deteriorating and pest
presgure mounting, frmers
face potential financial nin
during this critical harvest
window; said farmer Harvin-
der Singh from Samrmla,

Dr Gozal said, “Timely
intervention and adherence
toexpert guidance are crucial
to salvaging what remains of
this seazon’s crop.”

Agri Stack preparing digital data of
14 cr farmers by 2026-27: Top official

The system aims to address existing gap in reliable agricultural data,
will enable development of effective dlgltal solutions, services

Bizz Buzz BUREAU
VISAKHAPATNAM

THE Government of India
has launched a mammoth ex-
ercise under the Digital Agri-
culture Mission in September
2024 to create a Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) for ag-
riculture, under the project
named Agri Stack.

Speaking at the plenary
session on the second day of
the 28th National Conference
on e-Governance (NCeG)
2025 here on “Agri Stack - A
Digital Solution Agriculture”
here on Tuesday, Devesh
Chaturvedi, Secretary, Minis-
try of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, explained that the
initiative is designed to drive
formal solutions and ensure
that timely, reliable crop-
related information is made
accessible to all farmers,

The Agri Stack has set key
targets, including the gen-
eration of 11 crore farmer [Ds

Delegates listening to deliberations at the e-, governance confer-
ence in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday

(digital identities) by 2026-
27 and the collection of plot-
wise data of crops across all
States and Union Territories
beginning with Kharif 2025.
The system aims to address
the existing gap in reliable ag-
ricultural data and will enable
the development of effective
digital solutions and services.
Chairing  the  session,
Chaturvedi, who holds ad-
ditional charge as Secretary,
Department of Agricultural
Research and  Education
(DARE) spoke along with
Pramod Kumar Meherda,
Additional Secretary, Min-
istry of Agriculture & Farm-

ers Welfare, Rajeev Chawla,
Strategic Advisor and Chief
Knowledge Officer, Ministry
of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare; Budithi Rajasekhar,
Special Chief Secretary, Ag-
riculture, Marketing & Coop-
eration Department, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh and
Shashank Kumar, Co-Found-
er and CEO of DeHaat.

In his address, Chaturvedi
pointed out that the initiative
is designed to drive farmer-
centric digital solutions and
ensure that timely, reliable
crop-related information is
made accessible to all farm-
ers.
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India, Bhutan
ink pact for
co-operation
in agriculture,
allied sectors

NEW DELHI: India and
Bhutan have signed a pact
to strengthen co-operation
in the field of agriculture and
allied sectors.

According to an offi-
cial statement on Thurs-
day, Agriculture Secretary
Devesh Chaturvedi and
Thinley Namgyel, Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock (MoAL), Royal
Govt of Bhutan, signed an
MoU in Thimpu to further
strengthen cooperation in
agriculture & allied sectors.

The signing of an MoU
reflects the two countries’
shared commitment to food
security, sustainable farming
and rural prosperity.

“It will serve as a frame-
work for collaboration in
various areas outlined in
the MoU, including agri-
cultural research and inno-
vation, livestock health and
production, post-harvest
management, value chain
development, and the
exchange of knowledge,
skills, and expertise,” the
statement said.

To implement the
Mo, the first session of
the Joint Technical Work-
ing Group was convened.
The two countries agreed on
the Terms of Reference for
JTWG and priority areas of
collaboration for immediate
actions. Chaturvedi spoke
about the priorities and
challenges, besides high-
lighting a series of initia-
tives launched by the Indian
government for the growth
of the agricultural sector. Pl

Coromandel
expands seawater
desalination capacity

NEW  DELHI: Fertiliser
maker Coromandel Inter-
national on Wednesday said
it has signed an agreement
with Veolia Water Technolo-
gies and Solutions to expand
its seawater desalination ca-
pacity to 9 million litres per
day (MLD) from 6 MLD.
The company commissioned
its original 6 MLD desalina-
tion plant in 2023 to reduce
dependence on surface wa-
ter and enhance operational
resilience at its Visakhapa-
tnam facility. The partner-
ship will follow a build-
own-operate (BOO) model,
with Coromandel providing
infrastructure support while
Veolia brings water treat-
ment technology, machinery
and operations expertise,
the company said in a state-
ment. Coromandel Interna-
tional Managing Director
S Sankarasubramanian and
Veolia Senior Vice President
Gopal Madabhushi signed
the agreement. Once opera-
tional, the upgraded plant
will meet approximately 60-
70 per cent of Coromandel’s
total water requirements at
its Vizag facility, substantially
reducing reliance on external
water sources.
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36 fertiliser dealers
licence cancelled
over discrepancies

SHIVKUMAR SHARMA

THIIUNE NEWS SEIVICE

VAMUNANAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21
Sending a stern message to
curb illegal trade of sub-
sidised agriculture grade
urea, the Haryvana Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare
Department has cancelled
licences of 36 fertiliser deal-
ers between May 2024 and
September 2025 following a
number of discrepancies in
their work.

During this period. the
department also got 14
FIRs registered against fer-
tiliser dealers, owners of
plywond factories and oth-
er persons for their alleged
involvement in illegal
trade of subsidized agricul-
ture grade urea.

Besides, 7,522 illegal bags
of subsidised agriculture
grade urea were also seized
after conducting raids on
godowns and impounding
vehicles in the district.

“We are trying to nail per-
sons involved inillegal trade
of subsidised agriculiure
grade urea. The department
is keeping an eye on such
fertlliser dealers, who are not
maintaining the stock in the

14 FiRs FILED

® The Agriculture Depart-
ment has got 14 FIRs
registered against fertilis-
er dealers, owners of ply
wood factories and other
personsfor their alleged
involvement in illegal
trade of subsidised agri
culture grade urea

B Besides, 7,522 illegal
bags of subsidised
Erade urea were also
seized after conducting
raids on godowns and
impounding vehicles

preseribed formatand violat-
ing other norms” said
Aditya  Pratap  Dabas,
Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture (DDA), Yamunanagar
The subsidised agriculture
grade urea is being used
allegedly by some plywood
factories to prepare ghie (an
adhesive), as the rate of the
technical grade urea is high-
er than the subsidised agri-
culfure grade urea.
“Agriculture grade urea can
be used only for agriculture
purpose. It is illegal touse itin
the industry and for any other
purpoge.” 2aid Dabas.

India, Australia ink
organic pmdUCtE
INDEA AND
Eﬂ. Wednesday
signed a Mutual
organic products that will
ease trade of these
countries. This agreement
covers organic produce
Australia and covers
unprocessed plant
composed of one or
more ingredients of

agreement for

AUSTRALIA on
Recognition Agreement for
products between the two
grown in India and
products, processed foods
plant origin and wine.
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Icrisat scientists, partners crack
stem rot resistance in groundnuts

—
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

Scientists at the Interna-
tional Crops Research Insti-
tute for the Semi-Arid Trop-
ics (Icrisat) and its partners
have identified 13 genomic
regions and 145 candidate
genes linked to resistance in
a groundbreaking study that

could transform the way

farmers combat the stem rot
disease.

Stem rot disease, caused
by the soil-borne fungus

Sclerotium rolfsii, is one of

the biggest threats to

groundnut farming.
Three key genes
(AhSR0O1, AhSR002,

AhSR003) were validated as
markers, accounting for 60
per cent of resistance. The
findings of the study were
published in the Plant Gen-
onte journal.

“With these markers, we

resistant

can  fast-track
groundnut varieties that
save farmers money and
build resilience against dis-
ease and climate shocks,”
Manish Pandey, Principal
Scientist at Ierisat, said.

COST SAVING

“By reducing the need for
costly fungicides and pre-
venting catastrophic vyield
losses, resistant varieties
could save farmers and eco-
nomies millions of dollars
each year.  Fungicides
provide only partial control

and are environmentally un-
sustainable. Genomics-led
breeding offers a durable,
cost-effective solution,” an
Icrisat official said.

This discovery opens new
opportunities to develop dis-
ease-resistant groundnuts,
significantly reducing risks
for farmers and strengthen-
ing global food and nutrition
security.

Groundnut, a protein-rich
legume and vital cilseed, is
grown on over 30 million
hectares worldwide, produ-
cing about 50 million tonnes
annually. It is central to di-
ers, incomes and trade in
Asia and Africa, with India,
Nigeria and China together
dominating global supply.

“This advance shows the
high returns agricultural re-
search delivers to econom-
ies, turning discovery into
practical solutions,” Icrisat
Director General Himanshu
Pathak said.

‘Plant protection’, the catch in
India’s farm exports to Russia

DIFFERING POINT. Moscow insists on pest-free zone to enable more shipments

e
Prabhudatta Mishra
HNew Delhi

India and Russia are looking
to expand their cooperation
in trade and education in the
agriculture sector by remov-
ing some bottlenecks, but
given the resistance to move
forward with suitable re-
forms, it may take time to
reach some agreements.

As Russia has been insist-

TOGETHER FORWARD. Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
ingonearmarkingapest-free  with Deputy PM of Russia Dmitry Patrushev during a meeting

zome for enabling more ex-  in New Delhi last week

ports, India has been arguing

driven solutions in agricul-
ture. Currently in the farm
sector, India imports pulses,
sunflower  oil,  marine
products, alcoholic  bever-
ages and prepared cereals,
among others, worth about
845 million (in 2023). Be-
sides, there are also imports
of fertilizers from Russia. On
the other hand, India expor-
ted $856 million (in 2024-
25y worth farm goods includ-
ing marine products, coffee,
ted, basmati rice and pro-
cessed food items,

He said innovations and

it should be based on testing
of products for pests. Several
agri products like potato,
pomegranate, fisheries and
dairy items have been identi-
fied by India, where there is
scope for expansion. The
Russian side wants exports
of products only from pest-
free zones, so that those are
better  monitored,  the
sources said,

Agriculture Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan on
September 26 met visiting
Deputy Prime Minister of
Russia Dmitry Patrushev in
New Delhi. Both leaders dis-
cussed a broad range of is-
sues of mutual interest, with

particular emphasis on deep-

ening bilateral trade and co-
operation in the agriculture
sector, according to an offi-
cial statement.

PHYTO SANITATION
Patrushev conveyed Russia's
keen imterest in  further
deepening agricultural trade
ties berween the two coun-
tries and showed interest in
to formalise this partnership
through the signing of a
memorandum  of  under-
standing (Mol).

As the visiting delegation
alzo included Sergey Dank-
vert, Head of the Federal Ser-
vice for Veterinary and
Phytosanitary Surveillance,
it indicates the importance

of plant protection issues
needing to be sorted our if
agri trade isto get a boost, of-
ficials said.

The discussion focused on
balancing bilateral trade and
strengthening technical
partnerships  berween the
TWO COUNErICS,

Chouhan expressed op-
timism for the timely resolu-
tion of outstanding issues as
both sides also agreed 1o
degpen cooperation in aca-
demic exchanges and schol-
arship opportunities for stu-
dents and to explore joint
initiatives in seed traceabil-
ity systems, with the aim of
promoting innovation and
advancing technology-

marketing are two major as-
pects to attracting a larger
mumber of non-Indians to
the Indian food products,

Onthe other hand, India’s
agriculural exports to the
US were 5625 billion in
2024-25, up from $5.52 bil-
lion in 2023-24, whereas US
farm product exports to In-
dia were 5373 million in
Y2023, official data show,

After the US slapped 50
per cent duty on Indian
products, exporters are look-
ing for market access in
other countries amid fear of
a slump, even though trade
negotiations are continuing
for a bilateral  trade
Afreement.
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Yellowing disease in paddy & maize
crops echoes in Himachal Assembly

| STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
- Shimde, 21 Angust

he growing concern
: over vellowing
: diseaseinpaddy and
maize Crops was

¢ misedin the Himachal Pradesh
¢ Assembly on Thursday, with
¢ legislators seeking immediate
| action to safeguard farmers’
interests.

. During Zero Hour, MLA
. Kewal Singh Pathania drew
: the House’s attention 1o the
- alarmingspread ofthe disease
¢ inShahpur and several adjoining
: areas.

| He said large sections of
serops had been destroyed,
i causing immense hardship
i o farmers who depend on
| these harvests for their
 livelihood Stressing the need

for urgent intervention, he
asked the government to
clarify how the affected

cultivators  would be

compensated for the losses.

He also pressed for sending
ateamofagricultural experts
to theaffected fields to conduct

a thorough assessment,

Replying to the issue,
Agriculture Minister Chander
Kumar acknowledged the
seriousness of the problem,
explaining that the vellowing
was primarily caused by a
fall armyworm infestation.

The pest has damaged
between 20 to 50 percent of
maize and paddy crops in
severalareas, he said Scientists
from agricultural universities
have already studied the
outhreak and advised spraying
antibiotics and other medicines
to curb its spread.

Field visitsare being carried
out regularly, but the pest i
spreading at a fast pace,
particularly in regions
experencng hishor emperatues,
The minister informed the
Assembly that thegovemment

is taking steps to amend the
Relief Manual so that crop
losses exceeding 30 percent
can be brought under
compensation provisions and
at present, no such clause
exists. Once incorporated, this
will allow reliel measures for
affected farmers, he said.

Kumar also added that
agricultural scientists are
engazed in ongoing research
todevelopeffectivelong-term
strategies tocontrol Lhe pest
and minimize its recurrence
in future seasons.

Heassured the House that
the government is committed
to addressing the crisis both
through immediate
containment measures and
by ensuring relief to farmers
who have suffered substantial
damage.

Sale of poor quality seeds to
be non-bailable oftence now

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMEER 29
The Punjab Vidhan Sabha
on Monday passed six Bills,
including a legislation mak-
ing sale of spurious seeds a
non-bailable offence.

The legislations will now be
gent to the Governor for
approval, a necessary step
before their implementation,

Under the Seeds (Punjab
Amendment) Bill, 2025, the
first offence by a company
will attract a punishment of
one to two years and fine
ranging from Rs 5o 10 lakh.

A repeated offence will
attract punishment of twoto
three years and fine of Rs 10
to B0 lakh. A similar mis-
deed bya dealer orany other
person will attract a punish-
ment of six months to one
yearand a fine of Bs 1-5 lakh
for first offence and a term
of one to two years and fine
of Bs 5 to 10 lakh for a
repeated offence.

Earlier. the fine was Rs
500 for the first offence and
Rs 1,000, along with a jail
term of up tosix months, for

House also passes Bill
toboost urbaninfra

OTHER BILLS PASSED
® Punjab Apartment & Property
Regulation (Amerdmert) Bill
8 The Punjab Right to
Business {Amendment) Bill
B Punjab Goods and Services
Tax (Amendment) Bill
®The Punjab Co-cperative
Societies (Amendment) Bill

the repeated offence. After
the legislation was intro-
duced in the House by Agri-
culture Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khudian, Congress
MLA Rana Gurjeet Singh
termed the Bill as half-
hearted approach.

He said the state seed certi-
fication agency should be
empowered for proper certi-
fication of seeds so that farm-
ers were not cheated.

Congress legislator Pargat
Singh, while supporting
stricter penalties for seed
fraud, criticised the lack of
mechanisms to support farm-
ers, aweakened PAT rescarch

capacity and dilution of pun-
ishments for water pollution
intomere fines,

Aimed at generating rev-
enue from the dispozal of
properties worth crores of in
23 improvement trusts, the
House approved the Punjab
Town Improvement (Amend-
ment) Bill 2025. Tt would
enable the government to
utilize financial resources for
infrastructural upgrade in
167 civic bodies of the state,

Through the amendment,
the government will be able
to transfer funds from the
improvement trusts to the
Municipal Development
Fund, enabling the govern-
ment to utilize the funds in
any of the civic bodies.

Earlier, the Punjab Town
Improvement  Act, 1522,
restricted the use of the
improvement trust fimds out-
side its jurisdiction. Accusing
the state government to drain
out resources of the civic bod-
ies, Leader of the Opposition
Partap Singh Bajwa said i
was diverfing financial
rescurces of Improvement
trusts for other works.
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225 bags of illegally stored
Urea seized in Garhwa

NITYANAND DUBEY
GARHWA
Garhwa Sub-Divisional

Magistrate (SDM) Sanjay
Kumar conducted a raid tar-

geting the black marketing of

fertilizers and seeds in the
Kandi block area on Sunday, .
During the operation, a suspi-
cious godown-like room locat-
ed behind Ayush Khad Beej
Bhandar (operated by Sanjay
Kumar Prasad) in Kandi's
main market raised concerns.
Using a mobile phone to
record through a gap under
the door, the SDM spotted
stacks of yellow bags. Upon
opening the godown, authori-
ties discovered over 225 bags
of illegally stored urea.

In the presence of Kandi
Police  Station In-Charge
Mohammad Ashfaque Alam,
the SDM questioned the shop-
keeper, who initially tried to
mislead officials. The shop-
keeper claimed the stock
belonged to someone [rom
Daltonganj or another indi-
vidual,  Rajesh  Shukla.
However, when pressed about
the godown’s keys, which
were in his possession, he
admitted the urea was pro-
cured from Sethi Store two

months earlier. Instead of sell-
ing it, he had falsely reported
zero stock online and offline,
indicating intentions of over-
pricing and black marketing.

Local villagers gathered at
the scene and reported that
the shopkeeper was selling
urea and zyme buckets
together for ?1,000. Shivri
resident Lallan Paswan and
Ratangarh resident Rakesh
Kumar Singh informed the
SDM that just four days prior,
the shopkeeper sold them one
bag of urea for ?500 along
with a zyme bucket for ?7500.

Taking the matler serious-
ly, the SDM sealed the godown
on the spot and handed the
keys to the Kandi block’s
Nazir, He directed the Kandi

Circle Officer to file an FIR
against the shopkeeper and
instructed  the  District
Agriculture Officer to take
possession of the stock and
dispose of it as per regula-
tions.

SDM Sanjay Kumar stated,
“As  per the Deputy
Commissioner’s directives, a
continuous drive is underway
across the district to curb the
black marketing of fertilizers
and seeds. Those exploiting
farmers for profit through
illegal practices will face strict
action.” The raid was sup-
ported by Kandi police per-
sonnel, and a large number of
local villagers were present,
expressing satisfaction with
the SDM’s swift action.
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Freeze ends, Chinatorestart
fertilizer supply to Indiasoon

Shipments are set to arrive ahead of the rabi sowing season, when timely availability is critical

wIHIY rqfﬁ'lh-:mrm SO
HEW DELHI

frermonths ofdisruptionin
supply, India is set 1o
receive consignments of
specinlty fentilizers from
Bejjing in the coming
20025 days, following assurances by
Chira’s forvign minister Wang Yidur-
ing his recent visit. The move will ease
supply disruptions and also signal
warmer bilteral engagement.
Alongside specialty fertilizers usedin
high-value crops, India is also likely 1o
revedve urea and di-ammoniom phios-
phate (DAP) consignments from China
withinafortnight. acconding totwo peo-
pleawarcol the development.
Theeshipmeenis areset to amiveshead
of the rabi sowing season, when timely
fertilizer availability is critical, and are
expected tocase prossure on supplics
and prices [forthe farm sector.
Durring his India visit, China's
Foreigmaminister had givenan
assurance 1o mitigate con-
cerns related to sectors
including fenilizers, e

20‘25 days

" iy

Amid the supply disruption from China, Indian firms were actively sourcing water-
soluble fertilizers from Belglum, Egypt, Germany, Morocco and the US.,

the domestic market in the next 20-25
days,”said Rajib Chakraborty, national
presicent, Soluble Ferilizer Dwlustry
Association (SFIA)L
Neardy 80%ofTndia'sspecialty
[entilizer imponts, including
water-saluble  nutrienis,
liquid foliar spravs, slow
and controlled-release

carthsand tunnel oring qu Inclia t0 reteive | formulations, and bio-
machines, fertilizer shipments J stimubents are sourced
Prime Minister Naren- from Bafjing " from Chinese manufactur-

dlra Modi s shed o vistt
Chinafor the Shang
ertion Organisatio
mit later this month.

"Weare intoech with speecialty fertil
e supgliers in Chinaand expect that
the consignment will start powring in

S0 sume

s, according to industry
T pstimtes.

Specialty fertilizers include
pabymer-coated urea that is released
showly into the soil and is available 1o
plants over a long period, chelated
micronutricnts that aneeflective inalka-

R
MINT

line soil, water-soluble fertilizers suchas
moncammonium phosphate and potas-
sl nitrate as well as stabilized nitro-
gen ferilizers with urease inhibitors
thatalbow eflicient nitrogen use

o soil,

On the quantity of the
import arders, Chalra-
borty said the number
was "dillicult™ to aseer-
tain, "Bt there s already
a backlog of around
SO000 tonnes that wis
supposed 1o be delivered
around May-June but was not
delivered amidthe supply disruption.”

Inareply toagueryinthe LokSaliha
on 25 July, minister for chemicals and
lertilizers, J.P. Nadda said China had

Address:

80%

The share of India's
specialty fertilier
imports from Ching /

withheld export of specialty fertilizens o
Indlia for the past two-three months.

Specialty Fertilizersare not covered
vnder theambit of Nutrent Based Suly»
sidy (NBS) Schemeadministered by the
department of fertilisers, and therefore
they arenotsubsidized, Fertilizer linms
are free to import as per theirneods,

Amid the Chinese supply hit, Indian
firmns actively sourced water-soluble fer
Eilieens (WSF) Fromaliernativesupplicns
in Belgium, Egypt, Germany, Morocco
and the US (o address the short fll, ndia
ot o o quamntity ol micronu -
ents from Greece, Turkey, the US,
Spain, Singapore and Netherlands,
while asmall quantity of zine sulphate
monolydeate was sourced from China,
Naclda had sid.

India’s anmual demand for specialty
Fortitiaers is pegged aromnmd L2-1.3 mil-
Tion tonmes. Micronutrients have the top
share of 50-55% in specialty fentilizer
use, tailed by WSF (25-300%), sulphur
(12-15%) and liguid fertilizers, India

depends on inputs & Mnished
specialty fertilizers  From
China. Russia, Norway,
Tunisiaand Morocon,
Industry experts say
specilty fertilizers make
for3-5% althe market, In
20023, Indlia's overall fertil-
e madiet wasabout S80.5
bilhion.,
Anemailed query tothe minis-
try offentilicers as wellasofagriculture
remained unanswered Ul press ime,

Foran evtemded version af thestory, go

tolivemint.com.
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