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Legal guarantee for MSP is amust

PROTECTION NEEDED. Farmers deserve a Fair and Remunerative Price that covers labour, input and other costs

-

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA

he recent increase in

Minimum Support Prices

(MSPs) for 14 kharif crops

has disappointed protesting

farmers and those hoping to
double farmers' income. The announced
increase in prices is being dismissed
because it does not consider the price
inflation in various farm inputs that
farmers have had to deal with. The
nominal increase in MSP limits farmers’
ability to receive fair compensation as it
does not proportionally reflect the rise
ininput costs.

The hike in paddy MSP from €2,183
per quintal to 2,300, a difference ufnrll‘_v
1117, reflects an insignificant increase of
around 5 per cent. This seems unfair to
millions of paddy growers as their input
costs have increased by over 20 per cent
in the past year.

The MSF announcement seems to be
more of a routine seasonal price revision
rather than a step towards doubling
farmers' income, as recommendedby
the government’s expert committee
report in August 2017. There is no
effective measurement of the progress
made towards doubling farmers’
income, and the government has been
cautious in legalising the MSP, fearing it
could trigger inflation and make
agricultural exports less competitive.

The MSP regime was established in
1965 with the setting up of the
Agricultural Prices Commission (APC)
a5 a form of market intervention to
enhance national food security and
shield farmers from sharp market price
declines. Despite objections from
market supporters, MSP is not against
the principles of free markets; instead, it
helps to minimise extreme market
fluctuations and volatility.

The current remuneration for
farmers does not align with the MS
Swaminathan committee
recommendations, which suggesteda
cost calculation incorporating total
input costs of production plus 50 per
cent (the C2 formula). This formula
accounts for paid-out costs, the imputed
value of family labour, interest on owned
capital assets, rent for leased-in land,

et

and the rental value of owned land. The
announcement of MSP plus 50 per cent
inthe 2018 Budget seemed more like a
gimmick than a sincere commitment to
the farmers.

Farming in Indiais becoming
increasingly unprofitable due to rising
preduction costs, stagnant vields caused
by soil fertility loss, declining
groundwater levels, and the
government's corporate-centric
approach. When there is a choice
between what consumers pay and what
farmers receive, governments tend to
prioritise the interests of profit-making

Despite objections from
market supporters,

MSP is not against the
principles of free markets;
instead, it helps to minimise
extreme market fluctuations
and volatility.

MANY CHALLENGES. Farming in India is becoming increasingly unprofitable »n

e

corporations engaged in agri-produce
processing, which are already enjoying
legalised MRP (Maximum Retail Price)
on their products. While intermediaries
often claim a significant portion of the
margin between farm and
end-consumer prices, the
corporate-centric approach has
significantly impacted the farmers.

The agricultural sector has faced
numerous challenges over the years, and
there is a pressing need for alegal
guarantee for MSP to address this crisis.
Despite the agreement reached with
protesting farmers, the Central
Government has not taken conerete
action in the past two years. The
government should have promptly
addressed the demand for a legal
guarantee for MSP and other issues to
transform the country’s focus from food
security to nutrition security.

There is a growing argument against
legalising MSP, claiming that creating
legal provisions is practically
impossible. The combined value of all

crops covered under MSP may exceed
¥11-lakh crore, while India’s total
budgeted expenditure in 2023-24 was
around ¥45-lakh crore.

Therefore, it seems impractical for
the government to allocate ¥11-lakh
crore solely to purchase crops from
farmers. However, farmers do not sell
their entire produce and use
approximately 25 per cent of it for
persenal and livestock consumption.

OBLIGATION ON PRIVATE PLAYERS
The argument in support of the legality
of MSP is clear and strong. Instead of
EOVEIMMENt procurement agencies
being enforced for the purchase of
crops, private plavers must be legally
uhlig:ited tobuy products at or above
MSP. Strict monitoring systems should
be in place with punitive measures for
violations. Currently, there are systems
in place to ensure that the private mills
have to procure sugareane from farmers
at prices equal to or above the Fairand
Remunerative Price (FRI) announced

the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) from time to time.
Similar measures should be
implemented for other crops covered
under MSP.

Furthermore, direct compensation
must be provided to farmers if they are
compelled to sell their produce below
MSP. The government should reimburse
the difference between the MSP and the
price the farmers receive.

Finally, the legal guarantee for MSP
must be introduced and implemented as
Fair and Remunerative Price, inclusive
of labour costs, expenses, fertilizers,
irrigation, and interest paid on working
capital and ground rent in case of leased
land. The cost of labour of the farmer or
any other person of his family who
contributes to agricultural work must
also be factored into the cost of
production.

A holistic national agriculture policy,
embodied with effective and efficient
procurement policy of every grain as
well vegetables and fruits on FRP, is
needed. The FIVE ‘Cs’ — Conservation
of water and soil, Climate change
resistance, Cultivation, Consumption,
and Commercial viability — are crucial
for the livelihoods of farmers across the
country,

Thewriter is farmer CM Haryana, and Convener
Farmers & Agriculture Committee AICC
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Grants more autonomy to
banks for efficient services
to forex customers

ABHUIT LELE
Mumbai, 2 July

posed rationalisation of norms govern-

ing export and import transactions to
promote ease of doing business and empower
banks to deliver quicker and more efficient serv-
ices to foreign exchange customers. According
to draft norms, every exporter should furnish a
declaration specifying the amount of the full
export value of the goods or services.

The amount representing the full export
value of goods and services shall be realised and
repatriated to India within nine months from
the date of shipment for goods and date of
invoice for services, the RBI said.

This was part of the draft regulations
released by the central bank on Tuesday under
the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA)
and directions to authorised dealer banks. It
sought comments by September 1, 2024.

The draft proposed that the authorised deal-
er may place an exporter, who has not realised
the full value of export within the time specified,
in the caution list. An exporter who has been in
caution listed can undertake export only against
receipt of advance payment in full or against
an irrecoverable letter of credit, to the satisfac-
tion of the authorised dealer.

Thedraft said no advance remittance for the

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has pro-

RBI looks to ease
export, import
transaction norms

RBI said amount realised for exports must
be repatriated within nine months

import of gold and silver should be permitted
unless specifically approved by the central
bank. Advance payment for export of goods and
services can be received according to the export
contract. Rate of interest charged on the
advance for export shall not exceed the all-in-
cost ceiling of trade credit.

The RBI draft norms said if the exporter was
unable to meet the export obligation according
to the terms of contract, the advance received
should be refunded immediately. The autho-
rised dealer could grant extension of time for
the completion of the export obligation.

As for project exports of goods and services
on deferred payment terms, the RBI proposed
that the exporter should submit the proposal
for prior approval of the authorised dealer
before entering into such export arrangement.
This rule will be applicable for execution of a
turnkey project or a civil construction contract
under projects exports.
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Comm min developing
platform for registering
non-tariff barriers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Commerce
Ministry is developing a plat-
form for registering non-tar-
iff barriers (NTBs) faced by
exporters and taking up with
the concerned countries for
their resolution, a senior offi-
cial said. At present, there isan
information gap on these barri-
ers particularly for small items.

“We are making a portal
so that we can prioritise all
the NTBs. Traders will regis-
ter their complaints and the
ministry will pursue that,” the
official said. In cases where the
barrier is impacting a large
volume of goods will be pri-
oritised for their redressal and
action-taking.

Economic think tank GTRI
in its report has stated that India
needs to act in a fast-track man-
ner for the removal of NTBs,
being faced by domestic export-
ers in different countries like the
US, China and Japan, to achieve
export target of $1 trillion for
goods by 2030.

Many of India’s food and
agriculture products face prob-
lems due to higher pesticide
levels, presence of pests and
contaminations due to foot and
mouth disease.

Indias exports are far below
potential as they face NTBs in
the EU (European Union), the
US, China, Japan, Korea and
many other countries.

Key Indian exports that
routinely face high barriers
include chillies, tea, basmati
rice, milk, poultry, bovine meat,
fish, chemical products to the
EU; sesame seed, black tiger
shrimps, medicines, apparel to
Japan; food, meat, fish, dairy,
industrial products to China;
shrimps to the US; and bovine
meat to South Korea.

According to the report, the
other products which face these
barriers include ceramic tiles in
Egypt; chilli in Mexico; medi-
cines in Argentina; microbio-
logical regents in Saudi Arabia;
electrical, medical devices, and
household appliances in Brazil;
veterinary pharmaceuticals,
feed additives, and machinery
in Russia.

Most non-tariff measures
(NTMs) are domestic rules
created by countries with an
aim to protect human, animal
or plant health and environ-
ment, NTM may be techni-
cal measures like regulations,
standards, testing, certifica-
tion, pre-shipment inspection
or non-technical measures like
quotas, import licensing, subsi-
dies, and government procure-
ment restrictions.

When NTMs become arbi-
trary, beyond scientific justifi-
cation, they create hurdles for
trade and are called NTBs (non-
tariff barriers).

India’s exports of basmati
rice, chillies, tea and many other
agricultural products face dif-
ficulty in foreign markets due
to the higher use of pesticides
and fungicides.

The traces of pesticides left
in treated products are called
‘residues’ and a maximum resi-
due level (MRL) is the high-
est level of a pesticide residue
that is legally tolerated in food
or feed.

RBI proposes to
ease forex rules
for exporters

Traders to be heard
before being asked
to get full payment
before shipments

MUKESH JAGOTA
Mew Delhi, July 2

THE RESERVE BAMK of India
(RBI) has proposed that banks
who are authorised dealers of for-
eign exchange should give rea-
sonable opportunity te traders to
be heard before being ‘caution
listed’,

The proposalis part of the draft
of Foreign Exchange Management
(Export and Import of Goods and
Services) Act Regulations 2024
released on Tuesday by the central
bank for publiccomments,

Exporterswho fail torealise pay-
ments for exports over 24 months
are caution-listed. Once a finm gets
the tag, thenshipmentscanonlybe
made by itagainst fulladvance pay-
ment orletter of credit.

Underthe current nules, all pro-
ceeds from exports of goods and
services have to be brought back to
thecountrywithin 270 days or nine
months. This is proposed to con-
tinue underthe newdraft.

Prior to 2020, caution-listing
was done by the RBI if payments for
exports got delayed beyond 24
months and was done automati-
cally by the computer system if the
payment was not reflected against
theshipped goods. This jobwaslater
given to the authorised dealers as
sometimes banks failed to update
the receipt of payment on time and
the system at RBlwould automati-
cally caution-list them.

With the new proposed guide-
lines ifanexporter can demonstrate
that the delayed payments are still
being pursued then he might
escape the caution list.

According to the draft guide-
lines exporters who have been cau-
tion listed can undertake ship-
ments only against receipt of
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| mExporters who fail to
realise payments for
exports over 24 months
are caution-listed

W Cnce a firm gets the
tag, then shipments can
only be made by it against
full advance payment

or letter of credit

W Prior to 2020, caution-
listing was done by the
RBI if payments for
exports got delayed
beyond 24 months

advance payment in full or against
an irrevocable letterof credit, to the
satisfaction of the authorised
dealer,

As per the draft, every exporter
should furnish to the specificd
authoritya declaration specifying
the amount representing the full
exportvalue of the goods orservices.

“Theamount representing the full
exportvalueofgoods andservicesshall
be realised and repatriated to India
within nine months from the date of
shipmentforgeods and date ofinvoice
for services,” the draft reiterated.
According to the draft, no advance
rernittance for the import of goldand
silver should be permitted unless
specifimllyappmoved bythe RBI.

The RBI said the proposed regu-
lations are intended to promote
ease of doing business,especially for
small exporters and importers.

‘99% of natural farming
produce is pesticide-free’

Gandhinagar: Tests con-
ducted by the food quality
testing laboratory of Navsa-
ri Agricultural University
haverevealed that 99% of ag-
ricultural products grown
using natural farming met-
hods have been found to be
free of any pesticides, state
govtsaidon Friday.

The produce was checked
for 51 kinds of pesticides.

and none were detected du-
ringthe tests.

The university lab tested
naturally farmed produce
from farmers in central and
south Gujarat.

The official statement sa-
id that about 150 samples of
grains, fruits and vegetables
were tested as per the system
prescribed by the central
2OoVL. TNN
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Draft organic production programme
proposes unique ID for growers

LACKING TEETH. Huge increase in penalties mooted but experts say it lacks provisions to deter offences

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennal

Adraft National Programme
for Organic Production
(NPOP), 2024, proposes a
unique identification (1D}
for farmers interested in or-
ganic farming. It also pro-
poses to increase penalties
by aceredited certifying bod-
ies for offences and non-
compliance of the norms.
However, experts lament the
lack of provisions to deter
offences and non-compli-
ance saying that the penal-
ties “are nothing compared
to the money they make
through such certifications™.

Issuing the draft NPOP,
the Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Ex-
port Development Authority
{Apeda) said the policy has
been revised in harmony
with international stand-
ards. Stakeholders and inter-
ested persons had time rill
June 30 to provide their
inpurs.

The draft said farmers will
have to register with the
Ministry of Agriculture and

TDUEHEH NDRMS For Ia:lmg to cnmp!y w:l.h NPOP norms,
the fine has been raised to ¥50 lakh from nil now

Farmers Welfare, following
which they will be given a
unique 1D, The growers can
then give the ID to the In-
ternal Control System of a
grower group for registra-
tion under NPOP,

OTP PROVISIONS

On successful verification
and transfer of farmer in-
formation to the NPOP
database, the subsequent
process for registration of
the grower group shall be

carried out, it said. An inter-
national trade analyst, who
did not wish to be identified,
said farmers should have the
facility to receive an OTP on
their mobile to ensure that
they are registered and also
prevent any fake enrolment
of others,

Growers under the new
NPOP will have the freedom
to shift to another farmer
group if they don’t want to
continue with the group
they are enrolled in or if any

problem crops up with the
group.

PECUNIARY PENALTIES
On penalties, the draft said
the fine for providing false
information would be T10
lakh, up from ¥5 lakh earlier,
besides termination of ac-
creditation. For failing to
comply with NPOP norms,
the fine has been raised to
50 lakh from nil now and
for failing to update and
verify the data entered on
Tracenet-Organie, it is T25
lakh, up from 23 lakh.

The pecuniary penalty for
a subsequent offence — the
same or different one — is
150 lakh, besides a bar on re-
applving for accreditation
for three vears,

For refusing to disclose
information, the penalty is
t5 lakh, while for non-con-
firmities established for the
presence of residues in pro-
hibited substances in a certi-
fied organic product, the fine
is 25 lakh. For a repeat of-
fence, the fine is T50 lakh,
besides a ban of up to five
years, The trade analyst said
the draft NPOP did not have

IFFCO launches nano

ertilizer promotion campaign

anything on organic textile
standard. “Considering the
fact that the National Ac-
creditation  Body, which
functions under Apeda, is
one with comprehensive
mandate, the draft NPOP
should include organic tex-
tile standard,™ he said,

The expert also said the
presence of Apeda Chairman
in NAB is a “conflict of in-
terest”. “The most import-
ant missing aspect in the
draft is the lack of proposal
to imprison the defaulters as
in countries like the US,” the
expert said, The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA),
through its Strengthening of
Organic Enforcement, has
provisions to imprison those
violating organic products
norms and levy fines run-
ning into millions of dollars.

“Any fraud in organic food
canaftect human health. The
NPOP should take cognis-
ance of this. It should bring
in traceability from farm to
fork and have imprisonment
clauses, besides levying
heavy fines rather than levy
pecuniary ones,” the expert
said.

PNS W VIJAYAWADA
[FFCO has launched the Nano

Fertilizer Usage Promotion
Mahaabhiyan to promote the
use of nano fertilizers among
farmers. As part of this cam-
paign, IFFCO has selected 200
model nano village clusters,
encompassing 800 villages, to
receive a 25% subsidy on Nano
Urea Plus, Nano DAP, and
Sagarika fertilizers. This sub-
sidy aims to encourage farm-
ers to use more nano fertiliz-
ers in their fields.
Additionally, IFFCO will
provide a grant of Rs 100 per

acre to drone entrepreneurs to
offer affordable spraying ser-
vices to farmers. The campaign
also focuses on educating

farmers about the benefits of

nano fertilizers, including
improved crop quality and
production.

In support of this initiative,
the Prime Minister has
launched a 100-day action
plan to increase nano fertiliz-
er use in agriculture. This plan
includes 1,270 demonstrations
of Nano DAP (liquid) in 413
districts and 200 trials of Nano
Urea Plus (liquid) in 100 dis-
tricts. These trials will be con-

ducted with the assistance of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras, State
Agricultural Universities, and
other research institutions,
with oversight from the
Government of India.

[FFCO will make nano fer-
tilizers available at cooperative
societies and other sales outlets.
The organization is also provid-
ing 2,500 agricultural drones
for spraying nano fertilizers. To
support this, 300 Namo Drone
Didis and drone entrepreneurs
have been trained. Other types
of sprayers are also available to
help farmers apply nano fertil-
izers efficiently.
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Tea exports rise after government
clamps down on pesticide use

—
Mithun Dasgupta
Kolkata

The Centre’s drive to
check pesticides in tea to
improve its quality is help-
ing exporters seeing higher
demand for the brew in the
overseas markets, espe-
cially Iran and Iraq.

“Export is good so far.
There is good demand
from Iran and Irag,” In-
dian Tea Exporters Associ-
ation (ITEA) chairman
Anshuman Kanoria told
businessline.

According to the latest
Tea Board data, India’s tea
exports in the first three
months of calendar 2024
saw a 33.29 per cent year-
on-year increase in volume
at 64.63 million kg. North
and South India exported
37.79 million kg and 26.84
million kg, which were
19.59 per cent and 58.91
per cent higher compared
with the same period last
year, respectively.

e

India’s tea exports in the first
three months of 2024 saw a
33.29% y-o-y increase in
volume at 64.63 million kg

“This year the demand is
much better compared to
last year because Iran is
fully active and Iraq is at
par. It looks promising,”
Kanoria said. Iran is a vital
market for Indian export-
ers, especially for Assam
orthodox tea.

W. EUROPE DRAGS

The ITEA chairman, how-
ever, said the export scen-
ario is not so good in west-

ern Europe. He said the
Centre’s efforts to check
pesticides in teas has
helped exports.

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) in November
last year issued a notifica-
tion directing all notified
laboratories to test banned
pesticides in tea. Accord-
ing to the recommenda-
tions of FSSAI, the Tea
Board announced a ban on
the use of 20 types of pesti-
cides in plantations across
the country.

The FSSAI has also op-
erationalised the max-
imum residue limit (MRL)
for five pesticides used in
tea. It has recommended
MRLs in teas to streamline
food safety and
regulations.

Notably, the country’s
tea exports fell to 227.91
million kg in calendar 2023
from 231.08 million kg the
previous year, mainly due
to a significant decline in
export to Iran.

Let’s get our free trade deal done: UK foreign secy

"My message to (Finance) visited Delhi. They havecom-  theglobal cconomy, itactually  Global

Minister
Sitharaman  and

Trade
(Wirmala) mitted to us that they are needslarge marketslikeIndia Initiative (GTRI) said the
(Trade) equallyinterested inpursuing 1o facilitare s recovery Labour Party might give its made substantial progress

Research  its approval,” the report said.
While both sides have

Minister (Fiyush) Goyal is that
Labour is ready (o go. Let's
finally get our free trade deal
done and move on," he said.

Last week, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Govyal had said India hoped to
miake progress with respect to
the FTA with the UK.

“With the UK, irrespective
of the election result, we hope
to make progress after the new
government comes in... We
already had discussions with
the shadow trade and foreign
minister of the Labour Party a
few months ago when they

the FTA expeditiously,” Goyal
had said.Experts anticipate
continuity in Britain's foreign
policy.

Biswajit Dhar, distinguished
professor at the Council for
Social Development, expects
the Keir Starmer-led govern-
mentio foster a stable relation-
ship between Indiaand the UK
in the coming years.

“Hritain needs to engage
with India even more now
since it has political stability.
Britain is really going to push
for its economic revival, When
a country is so dependent on

process,” Dhar said,
According to Dhar, FTA
talks will be expedited and the
deal will be done this time,
despite a few pending issues.
“There are issues like immi-
gration, where the Labour
Party has a tough stance. At
the end of the day, there will
be a certain amount of give
and take because Indiais also
in a difficult space as far as
environmental issues are con-
cerned, and the UK's position
isin sync with the EU and it is
hawkish about emission cuts,”
Delhi-based rhink tank

approval to the India-UK FTA
with minor adjustrents and
the deal could be signed as
early as October.

“The Labour Farty in the
UK is expected to recognise
the substantial benefits of the
FTA, as it opens access to a
large and growing Indian mar-
ket, bypassing high tariff bar-
riers,” the GTRI said in arepon
on Friday. "The FTA is nearly
finalised, and with a few
minor adjustments like cur-
tailing the number of visas for
Indian professionals, the
Labour Party may likely give

under Sunak, Issues like a
bilateral investment treaty, a
bilateral social security agree-
ment, and India’s demand for
a resolution on the carbon
border tax by the UK are vetto
be fully resolved.

FTA deliberations on the
outstanding issues were held
in May in virtual mode.
During the same month, the
UK Trade Commissioner for
South Asia also met the chief
negotiator of the India-UK
FTA todiscuss trade relations,
including FTA negotiations, in
New Delhi.
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Permacultme a way to sustainable farming

@ Permaculture is a philosophy of working with,
rather than against nature.

@ The three ethics of permaculture are Earth
care, people care & fair shares.

@ Permaculture was conceived & developed in
the 1970s by Bill Mollinson & David Holmgren
in Australia.

@ As a bio-diversity hot spot, North-East region
is the perfect place for permaculture farms.

MOON MOON SARMAH

ustainable has become
A buzzword in today’s
society. Sustanability

is a social goal for people o
coexist on earth for a long
time, Farming culture on the
other hand encompasses a
wide range of activities on
earth from planting and har-
vosting crops Lo managing
livestock and meadntaining ag-
ricultural infrastructure.

In tocay”’s technologicatly
advanced society, people have
been experiencing a palpable
shift in its climate patterns,
temperatures have been
climbing steadily while rain-
fall has been a noticeable de-
cline. Environmental degra-
dation has a stark impact on
local biodiversity, The agn-
culture seéctor has to face
somme new challenges, bur-
geoning population pressune

on land and water; low pro-
ductivity, ete. Chemical-driv-

en farming 15 giving quick
short-term gains but the in-
creasing cost of frming, loss
of fertility and loss of taste in
food are realised by farmers,
but they seem helpless,

In these davs of increased
concern over food security,
resource scarcity and dete-
riorating ecosystems, the
design known as permacul-
ture is an important part of
sustainable salutions.

Every product in permac-
ulture benefits people and the
ecosystem with zero waste.
The word permaculture is a
portmanteay of permanent
and agriculture. It was
coned by Australian envi-
ronmentalists Bill Molison
and David Halgren in 1978,

Permnculture emphasises
Farmonious coexistence with
nature. It is 3 model of agn-

culture that leverages com-
plementary qualities of land,
plants, trees and animals that
are self-sustaining, which en-
ables people o get food, build
healthior homes and create a
Jprc whuctive ecnsystem.
Additionlly, nitregen-fix-
g plants may be integrated
into the scheme to maintain
soil fertility. The scope of
work extends to create hab-
itats for wildlife as well,
Permaculture is built on
the principle of reducing
waste by reusing and thus a
lower risk for soil pollution,
It combats air pollution be-
cause of fewer uses of agri-
cultural machines and aero-
50l sprays. Less use of harm-
ful chemicals helps to reduce
ground-water pollution,
The methods applied in
permaculture allow the use
of small spaces for the pro-
duction of sustainable food

in urban areas. Permacul-
ture extends beyond food
cultivation, encompassing &
set of three social principles
- earth care, people care and
fair share.

Permaculture is fast gain-
ing ground among the na-
ture-lovers in Indi. Perma-
culture design principles are
universal and can be applicd
o any place anywhere. Asa
bio-diversity hot spot,
MNarth-East region is the per-
fect place for permaculture
farms. With local tribal com-
munities still involved in tra-
ditional cultivation practices,
this region could be the next
frontier in India’s permacul-
ture wave, Hilly states in the
North East region adre losing
forest cover at an alarming
rabe per year due tothe prac-
tice of shifting cultivation,
which can be arrested
through permaculture.

After AP, Telangana, Godrej Agrovet
eyes TN to expand oil palm area

\nsh wanath Kulkarni
Bengaluru

Godrej Agrovet Ltd (GAVL)
is looking to attract farmers
back to oil palm cultivation
in Tamil Nadu, where acre-
ages were lost to competing
crops like sugarcane and also
destroyed by cyclones over
the past decade.

The oil palm plantation
business of GAVL inaugur-
ated its first Samadhan
Centre in Thanjavur on
Monday to help provide
farmers with package of
practices, inputs including
the planting materials, tools
and services to enable them
enhance vyields and pro-
ductivity. “After Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, we are
focussing on Tamil Nadu in
the South, where we see a po-
tential to expand the oil palm
area,” Sougata Niyogi, CEQ,
Qil Palm Business, GAVL,
told businessline.

The company is looking to

Oil palm
cultivation in
Tamil Nadu has
been reduced to
5,000 hectares
from 12,000 ha

about a
decade ago

bring more area under oil
palm in districts such as Vil-
lupuram, Cuddalore, Than-
javur and Thiruvallur, Nivogi
said adding that five more
Samadhan Centres will be
setup in Tamil Nadu over the
next few years to support the
area expansion.

Oil palm cultivation in
Tamil Nadu has been re-
duced to around 5,000 hec-
tares from over 12,000 hec-
tares about a decade ago as
farmers shifted to other
competing crops like sugar-
cane. Also, due to the impact
of cyclone in 2019, oil palm

plantations in about 1,500
hectares were destroyed, he
said. GAVL, which operates a
processing unit at Ariyalur,
has currently has some 2,000
hectares under oil palm.

MEASURES

“We are looking to triple the
area in Tamil Nadu to around
6,000 hectares in three
years,” Nivogi said adding
that to overcome the cyc-
lone-related challenges in
the coastal areas, the com-
pany is looking to introduce
the dwarf varieties of oil
palm and move the cultiva-
tion to about 60-70 km in the
interiors. Also GAVL is plan-
ning to bring the entire area
under oil palm cultivation
under drip irrigation, he ad-
ded.

GAVL currently has some
70,000 hectares under oil
palm cultivation across the
country, which it plans to in-
crease to around one lakh
hectares by 2026-27, Niyogi
said.
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Modi, Putin ﬁlay
Focus on Payment
System for Trade

India could announce
fresh investments to
step up presencein
Russia’s far east

DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A keyfocusof theln-
dia-Russia annual summit in Mo-
scow on Tuesday between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Viadmir Putin will be
on devising mechanisms for the
easy and quick transfer of mo-
ney between the two countries.
This has gained significance in
the backdrop of the ban on the
use of SWIFT by Russia and the
unprecedented surge in bilateral
trade since the Ukraine war.

The two leaders are also expec-
ted to initiate a process to allow
the use of national currenciesby
tourists and students, ET has le-
arnt. This will include the use of
RuPay cards in Russia and MiR
cards in India, according to per-
sons familiar with the matter:

While 60% of India-Russiatra-
de is currently in national cur-
rencies, the need for real-time
and faster payment in theabsen-
ceof SWIFT hasbeenfelt. Itisin
this context that Modiand Putin
are expected to focus on crea-
ting a special mechanism, said
the people cited above.

SWIFT (Society for Worldwide
Financial Telecommunica-
tions) is the channel through
which cross-border bank trans-
actions typically take place.

Trade between Indiaand Russia
stood at $65.7 billion in the finan-
cial vear ended March, up 33%
from the previous year. The two

On Agenda

Real-time & These will

faster payment ETSTTR TS

mﬁha::_':f'm of RuPay and

In SWIFT's MIR cards

absence in Russia

Plan to allow and |nci§a,

use of national Eaadl=N

currencies by

students and

tourists

Increasing exports to Russia
in sectors such as agri, mfg,
pharma and services
ITINERARY

JULY 8 PM Modi's private
dinner with President Putin

JULY 9 Restricted & delegation

level talks with joint defence
production in focus

OOO JULY 9 Visit
to Russia
| i | exhibition

sides are seeking to make pro-
gress on a bilateral investment
treatyas wellassigningafreetra
de agreement with the Moscow-
led Eurasian Economic Union.
Plans are in the pipeline to in-
crease exports from India to
Russia across sectors such as
agriculture, manufacturing,
pharmaceuticals and services.

Restricted Format Meeting »» 7

Is Al a major
drain on the
world’s energy
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When Google announced this
week that its climate emis-
sions had risen by 48 per cent
since 2019, it pointed the finger
atartificial intelligence.

US tech firms are building
vast networks of data cen-
tres and say Al is fuelling the
growth, throwingthespotlight
on the amount of energy the
technology is sucking up and
itsimpactontheenvironment.

Every time a user punches a
request into a chatbot or gen-
erative Al tool, the request is
fired offtoa data centre.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) said in a
recent report that data
centres used roughly 40 per
cent of electricity on comput-
ing and 40 per cent on cooling.

Various studies have shown
that each request made to
ChatGPT uses roughly 10
times the power of a single
Googlesearch.

ThelEAreportsaid datacen-
tres, cryptocurrenciesand Al
combined used 460 TWh of
electricity worldwide in 2022,
almost two per cent of total
global electricity demand.

The IEA estimated that the
figure could double by 2026

the equivalent of Japan’s
usagefigures.
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ICAR to detect pink bollworm using
Al-based traps on Punjab cotton farms

—
Our Bureau
New Dethi

Punjab farmers, who faced
three consecutive years of
damage to cotton crop from
the pink bollworm (PEW)
pest, are looking for the
government’s help to pre-
vent such an attack for the
fourth consecutive year. On
the other hand, the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) has geared
up to take the challenge; it
has deployed artificial intel-
ligence (AI) to track the
pest at the first instance.
“There is an urgent need
to financially help farmers
who already lost their crop

due to PBW. The govern-
ment has to guide us how 1o
prevent the pest attack,”
said Swatanter Singh, a
farmer from Bhatinda. He
said because of PBW and
lower realisation last year,
the cotton area may be
lower this year.

The area under the fibre
crop in Punjab was estim-
ated at 2.14 lakh hectares
(Ih) in 2023, down from
249 Th in 2022, In Ra-
jasthan, cotton was planted
on 10.04 lh last year, up
from 8.15 lh in 2022.

SHIFTING TO BASMATI

Another farmer, Baldev
Singh, also of Bhatinda dis-
trict, has decided to shift to
Basmati this year from the

10 acres where he had
grown cotton last year.

“1 was very careful about
the pest, and my field never
had PBW. But the expendit-
ure was high and I did not
get good returns as cotton
prices were lower last year,”
he said.

However, YG Prasad, dir-
ector of the Nagpur-based

Central Institute for Cot-
ton Research (CICR) under
ICAR, said, “This time we
are implementing Al-based
pheromone traps if the
PBEW emerges this season.
Using artificial intelligence,
they will be trapping the in-
sects which are emerging
from crop residue.”

He said CICR has in-
stalled Al smart traps in 18
Iocations such as Mansa,
Muktsar and Bathinda, by
which farmers can get in-
formation on their mobile.

18T SOURCE OF
INFESTATION

The Al-based pheromone
trap in the major cotton-
growing districts of Punjab
will help monitor the PEW

in real time, an Agriculture
Ministry official said. “This
svstem helps provide timely
pest alerts and pest man-
agement advice to cotton
growers,” he added.

Prasad said since farmers
stock a lot of crop residue
and leftover bowls, they be-
come the first source of in-
festation in Punjab and
Rajasthan.

But what is the solution?
Prasad said timely alert is
key as molecules are there
to tackle the pest and sug-
gested that farmers mon-
itor the pest as it is
manageable.

The CICR has conducted
several awareness cam-
paigns in Punjab and Hary-
ana in the last few months.

Chhattisgarh CM cracks down on substandard
seedsand fertilisers, enforcesimmediate ban

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

RAIFLIR, 9 JUL

Chhartisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai has enforced an immediate ban on
the sale of substandard seeds and fertil-
izers. This stringent measure follows
intensified scrutiny by the Agriculture
Depariment to ensure the quality of agri-
cultural inputs across the state, aiming
to protect farmers and boost productiv-
ity. In line with the Chief Minister's direc-
tives, districi-level officials from the Agri-
culture Department have been con-
ducting regular inspections and collect-
ing samples of seeds, fertilizers, and
plant protection chemicals. These sam-
ples are thentested in quality control lab-
oratories.

During the inspection, 71 seed sam-
ples, 18 chemical fertilizer samples, and
19plant protection chemical sampleswere
found substandard. The sale of these batch-
es has been immediately banned, and
notices have been issued to the firms con-
cemed by the Agriculture Department.
According to the Additional Director of

Agriculture, thedepartmentaims to col- |

lect 5,000 seed samples, 3,700 fertilizer
samples, and 777 plant protection chem-
ical samples for the 2024 Kharif season.
Sofar, 4,631 seed samples have been col-
lected and tested, with 4, 119 meeting the
standardsand 71 failing to do so. Thetest-
ing process for 441 samples is ongoing.

Similarly, to check the qualityof chem-
ical fertilizers, the department's inspec-
tors have collected 2,638 samples from
variousinstitutions and sent them to lab-
oratories. Ofthe samples tested, B96 met
the required standards, while 18 did not.
The testing process for 1,664 samples is
ongoing, and 60 samples have been dis-
carded for various reasons. The saleofnon-
standard seeds and fertilizers has been
banned, and show-cause notices have been
issued to the firms concemed.

The quality of pesticidesis also being
continuously monitored. The inspec-
tion team has collected 286 samples
fromdifferent irms, ofwhich 167 met the
standards and 3 did not. The testing
process for B6samples is ongoing, while
14 samples have been discarded.
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AP’s natural farming method wins global acclaim

Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity awarded for sustainable, innovative practices

KV Kurmanath
Hyderabad

A unique natural farming
being practiced in
Andhra Pfﬁsh for over
eight years has won global re-
cognition.  Nagendramma
Nettem, a farmer from the
t-prone  Anantapur
district of Andhra Pradesh,
and Vijay Kumar, Executive
Vice-Chairman of Rythu Sad-
hikara Samstha, a State-gov-
ernment agency, received the
prestigious Gulbenkian Prize
for Humanity in Lisbon, Por-
tugal, on Thursday.

The award recognises out-
standing contributions to cli-
mate action and solutions
that inspire hope and
possibility.

For Nagendramma, a
small farmer from Ghant-
apuram village, it was not a
fancyideato make a switchto
natural ing. With a
daughter suffering from vis-

. "’l‘}

CULTIVATING CHANGE. Nagendramma Nettem, a farmer

e —

from Ghantapuram and Vijay Kumar, Executive VC of Rythu
Sadhikara Samstha seeciu Assancevent

ion deficiencies, she realised  Farming (APCNF) in 2019,
the importance of going nat-  with a mandate to win over
ural, shunning chemical- more farmers. In 2023, she
based agriculture. became a Model Master
Trainer, mentoring other
VOCALADVOCATE trainersacross the district.
Once she saw the benefit, she Vijay Kumar, a former bur-
never looked back. She even  eaucrat who is leading nat-
became an advocate for nat-  ural farming initiatives in the
ural farming methods pro-  state, travelled o Lisbon to
moted by the state govern-  receive the award with Na-
ment, She became a gendramma. “The APCNF
Champion Farmer Coach of  supports small farmers to

the Andhra Pradesh Com-
munity Managed Natural

switch from chemically in-
tensive agriculture to natural

farming, It involves practices
such as using organic
residues and minimising till-
agetoimprove soil healthand
reintroducing  indigenous
seeds,” he said.

Run by RySS, APCNF cov-
ersover 10lakhsmall farmers
with an aggregate land of 5
lakhhectaresin the State.

The APCNF shares a cash
prize of €1 million with em-
inent soil scientist Rattan Lal
(US/India) and SEKEM
(Egypt). The cash prize will
help them continue and scale
up theirwork for more secure
and sustainable food sys-
tems. The three were selec-
ted from 181 nominations
with nominees from 117 na-
tionalities vying for the
award. The award was insti-
tuted by the Calouste Gul-
benkian Foundation, a phil-
anthropic institution that
promotes quality of life for
everyone art, char-
ity, science and education.

Note to Krishi Bhawan

Design of new agri policy must sidestep past errors, be mindful of challenge of change

thisisattributed to the diverse agro-climatic
regionsin the country and the federal struc-
ture under which policy works,

The Union Minister will soon realise that
central government policy is restricted by
the fact that agriculture and land are in the
domain of the states; animal husbandry
and fisheries where real growth is visible
are separate ministries; the budgetary al-
locations are controlled by the Ministry of
Finance; and an outdated inflation policy is
dictated by the RBI. The gods have been kind
to the Narendra Modi government as India
has not faced a major drought in the last 10
years, but the odds of one in the next five
years cannot be ruled out. Chouhan's task
might not be easy.

The other big challenge for the minis-
ter is to convince the government and the
RBI to change their methodology of target-
inginflation. In developed countries, where
central banks use the consumer price in-
dex to measure and control inflation, food
constitutes a small portion of the expendi-
ture basket, while wages impact it far more.
But, in developing nations like India, food
constitutes about 40 per cent of the basket.

In trying to protect the consumer, RBI's ac-
tions are constantly putting explicit and
implicit pressure on the government to act
on food prices, which leads to a spiral of
lower farmgate prices.

How does this impact 42 per cent of
India’s population, dependent on agriculture
forits livelihoods? Consider government ac-
tions around non-essential commodities like
onion, which expose its convoluted policies
and why theidea of improving farmer liveli-
hoods by doubling their incomes is difficult.
A family of four consumes about 15 kg of
onion a month. If the price spikes by Rs 20
per kg, the monthly budget of the family rises
by only Rs 300 per month. While artificially
subduing (through stock-holding limit, ex-
port restrictions etc,) farmgate prices by Rs
20 per kg leads to a loss of Rs 2,00,000 per
acre for every farmer growing onions (as-
suming the yield to be 100 quintalsfacre).
Considering on an average an onion farmer
cultivates about two acres of land, the order
of magnitude is astounding,

It is neither the responsibility of the
farmer to provide cheap food noris it justified
for the RBI to sacrifice farmers at the altar of

inflation targeting. The government should
roll out a mechanism to compensate farm-
erswhen its policies depress farmgate prices.
Additionally, with the RBI, it can devise meth-
odsof softening the impact of rise inthe price
of food by direct benefit transfers (DBT) or
coupons and other such for consumers, DBT
has its share of issues, but is not uncommon.

The history of the ministries thatimpact
farmer livelihoods is replete with a spate of
unforced policy errors and missed oppor-
tunities. Policymakers baulk at document-
ing policy failures and fight back against
changes that seek to improve regulation,
enforcement, governance, transparency
and accountability, Refusal to document
failures means sowing the seeds of yet other
policy missteps,

Policy makers should pay heed to the les-
sons learnt from the farm: There are no per-
fect solutions, there never were any. For the
ministry, the big question is: What is the level
of imperfection the Union Minister is will-
ing to settle for?

The writer is chairman,
Bharat Krishak Samaj
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Economists Seek Lower Import
Tariffs at Meeting with PM Modi

Urge Centre to sign more free trade deals reduce logistics costs to lift exports

YogimaSeth &
DeepshikhaSikarwar

New Delhi: Leadingeconomists
made a case for reducing import
tariffs on intermediate goods
and bringing down high interest
rates to support local manufac-
turing at a pre-budget meeting
with Prime Minister Narendra
Muodion Thursday,

They called on the govern-
ment to sign more free trade
deals and reduce logistics costs
to lift the export sector. They al-
so urged interventions in the
agricultural sector, including
support measures for farmer
producer organisations(FPOs),
people familiar with the delib-
erations told ET. “Earlier today,
interacted with eminent econo-
mists and heard theirinsightful
views on issues pertaining to
furthering growth,” the PM
posted on X.

Oneof the persons whoattend-
ed said, “Prime Minister heard

push to support growth and fis-
cal consolidation. They cau-
tioned the government to watch

out for infla-
tion, which
could dampen
rural senti-
ment,

The government has raised ca-
pex since the pandemic to offset
slack private investment. It
raised the capex outlay by 17%
to T11.11 lakh crore in the inter-

BUDGI]

TRACK

for FY25 in the interim budget.
Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
first budget of
the new NDA
government on
July 23. The bud-
get is expected to
lay out a road map for making
India a developed nation by
2047. “The meeting focused on
the growth agenda for Viksit
Bharatanda lot of suggestions

all the suggestions.”

Economists pitched for a con-
expenditure

tinued capital

im budget in February.
The government had pegged
the fiscal deficit at 5.1% of GDP

came in for boosting the farm
economy, exports and domes-
tic manufacturing as well as

job creation,” said one of the
persons.

The economists were divided
on the rupee with some favour-
ingastrongercurrency andoth-
ers not so keen, said another
person who was present at the
meeting. Suggestions were also
made on improving the quality
of education and skilling to im-
prove employability, one of the
persons said. Focussed inter-
ventions in the rural sector
were also suggested. The meet-
ing wasalsoattended by finance
minister Sitharaman, 17 inde-
pendent economists and ex-
perts, planning minister Rao In-
derjit Singh and members of
the NITI Aavog, including its
vice chairman Suman Bery and
its CEO BVR Subrahmanyam.

Someof theexperts and econo-
mists present at the meeting
held at the NITI Aavog included
KV Kamath, Ashok Gulati. Sur-
jit Bhalla and Karthik Mura-
lidharan. Sitharaman has al-
ready coneluded her pre-budget
consultations with stakehold-
ers, including economists, in-
dustry and trade unions.

Whitefly attack not widespread but be Vlgllant Experts

Vishalloshi
vlsh.ﬂ er‘u@hrlm' £om

BATHINDA : The experts have
atributed the whitefly infestation
starting to surface in several
areas of the cotton-growing dis-
tricts to disadvamaged farm
practices and ongoing humid cli-
matic conditions, This year cot-
ton has been sown in around
96,000 hectares, the lowest ever
under this cash crop in the semi-
arid south Malwa.

Besides the state agriculture
officials, teams of entomologists
from the Ludhiana-based Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
and its network of experts at Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs) are
holding field inspections in the
southwest Punjab region to
assess the situation.

Thevsaid field inputs suggest
that whitefly’s impact on the cot-
ton plant’s health is not visible at
the moment but farmers have to
remain vigilant for possible
threat of the pest and pink boll-

worm attack in the next 15-20
days. Information gathered from
multiple sources on Tuesday
confirmed that contrary to the
advisory of the state govern-
ment, this yvear farmers culti-
vated summer moong (green
gram) on about 70,000 acres in
the key cotton-growing districts
of Fazilka, Bathinda, Mansa and
Muktsar.

In 2023, the Punjab govern-
ment restricted legume cultiva-
tion in all eight cotton-growing
districts due to the established
threat of the whitefly attack on
the cotton crop referred to as
white gold.

Officials familiar with the
development said after the worst
whitefly attackin 2015, an expert
committee of PAU in 2016 had
recommended against moong
cultivation in south Malwa.

It was followed until the
2022-23 kharif period the state
government announced the
assured purchase of the summer
moong on the minimum support

S

A PAU team, led by principal entomologist Vijay Kumar,
inspecting a cotton field in Mansa on Tuesday.

price (MSP) as a part of the crop
diversification plan. Attracted by

high land contract rates, they
have to adopt three crop pat-

sow zald (third crop sown
between rabi and kharif) moong
to earn extra money. This makes
the cotton crop vulnerable to
pest attacks,” said the farmer.

PAU principal entomologist
Vijay Kumar, who visited several
fields in Mansa and Abohar on
Tuesday, said cultivation ol
moong in the semi-arid districts
of Punjab isa worrying trend.

“Moong plants are a natural
host of the whitefly. After leg-
ume is harvested, pests shift to
cotton fields. Whitefly infesta-
tion could certainly have been
scaled down significantly il
farmers in the cotton belt, avoid
cultivating moong,” Kumar
added.

Kumar said farmers should
wr follow the experts’ advisories.
“This time, PAU has advised to

use insecticide

clasto” with a
dose of 200 grams per acre, The
{arm chemical has been tested at

the lucrative promise, moong
cultivation wasadopted ina big
way by the farmers.

A farmer said that given the

terns against the advisory.

“In several districts, farmers
have started sowing summer
maize while others are opting to

an infested field in Mansa, and it
gave satisfactory results,” the
expert added.
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Govt may amend Legal Metrology
Rules for packaged commodities

Meenakshi Verma Ambwani
MNew Delhi

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs (DoCA) has
proposed an amendment in
the Legal Metrology Rules,
which will make display of in-
formation, including name,
country of origin, and best be-
fore date, among others,
mandatory on all packaged
commodities sold to retail
users, irrespective of the
quantity. Currently the Legal
Metrology (Packaged Com-
modities) Rules, 2011, are not
applicable on packaged com-
modities containing quantity
of more than 25 kg or 25
litres, barring some excep-
tions. Now, DoCA is propos-
ing to make the rules mandat-
ory for all pre-packaged
commodities meant for retail
sale even if the quantity is
more than 25 kg or 25 litres.
The Legal Metrology
(Packaged = Commodities)
Rules, 2011 makes it mandat-
ory for declaration of certain
information on pre-packaged
commodities packed for re-
tail sale in the interest of con-
sumers. This includes name
and address of the manufac-
turer, packer or importer,
country of origin, common or
generic name of the commod-

DoCA is proposing
to make the rules

mandatory for all
pre-packaged
commodities meant
for retail sale even
if the quantity is
more than 25 kg
or 25 litres

ity, net quantity, month and
vear of manufacture, MRP,
Unit Sale Price, best before or
use by date and consumer
care details among others.

REVISED PROVISION

These rules are currently not
applicable on packages of
commodities containing
quantity of more than 25 kg
or 25 litre except in the case
of cement, fertiliser and agri-
cultural farm produce, which
are sold in bags of up to 50 kgs
to retail channel. These rules
are also not applicable on
products packed for indus-
trial and institutional con-
sumers and on cement, fertil-
iser and agricultural farm
produce sold in bags above 50
kg.
“The revised provision will
provide that these rules shall
apply to all packaged com-
modities sold in bags in retail,

except to the packaged com-
modities meant for the indus-
trial consumers,” it said in a
statement.

EVOLVING MARKET

The Ministry said that so
far,the rules were not applic-
able on larger packs with
quantities above 25 kgs or
litres because it was assumed
that such packs are not meant
for retail sale. “However, it is
observed that the packaged
commodities above 25 kg are
also available in the market
for retail sale, which is not as
per the intention to make all
declarations on pre-packaged
commodities meant for retail
sale,” it further noted.

DoCA said this amend-
ment is being proposed in the
wake of the evolving market
across both offline and online
channels.

“This revised provision
will help in establishing uni-
form standards and require-
ments for packaged commod-
ities, promoting consistency
and fairness across different
brands and products and will
help consumers in making in-
formed choices based on
complete information,” it ad-
ded. DoCA has invited com-
ments from stakeholders
within the next 15 days till
July 29.
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Cotton under pink bollworm attack in
Mansa, Fazilka, Abohar; farmersworried

Rucaixa M Kianna

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 14

The dreaded pink bollworm
has hit the cotton aop in
Mansa, Fazilka and Abobhar
areas, raising the hackles of the
state Agnewlture Department.

Though the pest attack is
said to be below the economic
threshald level (ETL), cotton
growers, on the recommenda-
tion of Agriculture Depart-
ment officials, have started
extensive spraying of pesti-
cides todeal with the situation.
Departrment officals told The
Tribune that the msect had
been spotted on plants being
cultivated in villages border-
ing Rajasthan and Haryana.

At present. cotton crop in
Sriganganagar,  Anupgarh
and Hanumangarh districts
of Rajasthan is stated to be
under pink bollworm attack.
In some of the areas, farmers
have reportedly started
ploughing back ootton plants
into the fields.

Talking to The Tribune,
Balkar Singh, a cotton culti-
vator rom Khiali Chahian-
wali village in Mansa, said
pink bollworm was spotted
in some fields in his village.
“Flowering is vet to begin,
but. the pest attack has
already set in. We have
already done two rounds of
insecticide spraying, which
has increased our input cost
by Rs 2,000 per acre for each
spray. 1 have already
incurred an  additional
expenditure of Rs 18,000 on
insecticide sprays on nine
acres,” he said. They were
also grappling with whitefly

EXTENSIVE SPRAYING
OF PESTICIDES ON
B The insect has been spotted on plants
being cultivated in Punjab villages bor-
derng Rajasthan and Haryana

B The pest attack is said to be below the eco
nomicthreshold level (ETL), but farmers have

started extensive spraying of pesticides

8 Experts believe that the solution to the fre-
quent pest attacks istogive fresh seeds to
farmers, and not allow themto use old cnes:

GEARED UP TO DEAL WITH SITUATION

5 The cotton growing villages bordering
Rajasthan and Haryana are affected. At
many places, we have already asked
cultivators to plough backthe plants three
feet under the soil. Our teams are helping
the farmers. Two separate teams, both
headed by a Joint Director each, will start
visiting affected villages from Mondayand
the situation will be brought under control.

Jaswant Singh, oaon (icRoumes)

PESTS THAT ATTACK COTTON

Afamer shows plnk bollwerm-infested cotton crop
at Patti Sadig village in Abohar, TREUNEPHOTO

PINK BOLLWORM, also called gulahi sundi in
local parlance, has been wreaking havoe in
cotton fields in Punjab, Haryanaand Rajpsthan.
It i believed to be resistant to first-generation
transgenic Bt cotton

'WHITEFLY, alsc called chitti makl, thrives in
warm and tropical climate; it is found on the
leaves of cotton plants; honeydew secreted by
it gets deposited on cotton fibre, thus affecting
the cotton quality

attack, he added. Last vear

worm attack. They had cul-

the insect remained in the

also, a large number of cot-
ton growers in the Malwa
region had suffered losses
because of the pink boll-

tivated cotton immediately
after harvesting moong.
Moong being a natural
habitat for pink bollworm,

soil after the legume was
harvested and later
attacked the cotton crop
sown in those fields. Subse-

quent heavy rainfall aggra-
vated the pest attack fur-
ther According to reports,
nearly 60 per cent of the
cotton crop in the state
was damaged last year
Pink bollworm had played
havoc with the cotton crop
in 2021 also. Many experts
believe that the solution to
the frequent pest attacks
was to give fresh seeds to
farmers, and not allow
them to use old seeds.

Gumpreet Singh Sandhu,
who 15 cultivating cotton in
Patti Sadig village of Abohar,
said last yeas, his vield of cot-
ton fell to two quintals per
acre, from a standard yield of
8-10 quintals per acre.

“This year again, the crop
is under pink bollworm
attack and I have started
multiple insecticide sprays.
as recommended by the sci-
entists of Punjab Agricultur-
al University. DBut the
prospects do not seem
bright this year as well
Thank God, I had reduced
the area under cotton, other-
wise my losses would have
been much higher,” he said.

It is because of repeated
coften crop failures that
farmers in Punjab have start-
ed shunning this crop. As
against a target of sowing cot-
ton on 2 lakh hectares, only
99,720 hectares is actually
under cotton crop this vear.
Of thiz area, 60,000 hectares
under cotton crop has been
adopted by the Agriculture
Department for conducting
field trials and all insecti-
cides are being provided by
the department,
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ICAR chief flags ‘low’
budget for agri R&D
in ministers’ presence

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 16

HIGHLIGHTING "LOW" govern-
ment funding for research and
development in farm sector,
Department of Agricultural
Research and Education (DARE)
Secretary and Director General
of Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) Dr Himanshu
Pathak said Tuesday the annual
budgetary allocation of DARE
and ICAR is just 0.2% of the Union
Budget, which is low as com-
pared to developed countries.
Addressing an event to mark
the ICAR's 96th Foundation Day,
Pathak said: “Everything needs
budget. | want to express my
thanks to Government of India
that our budget has been incre-

ased by 20-25% in last two years.
But still,itis low...ICAR's budgetis
just 0.2% of the country's budget,
whilein the developed countries
itisupto 0.7-0.8% orupto 14"

When Pathak made these re-
marks, Union Ministers Shivraj
Singh Chouhan (Agriculture),
Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry & Dairying),
Bhagirath Choudhary and Ram
Nath Thakur (both MaS, Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare),
George Kurian and Prof S PSingh
Baghel (MoS, Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying) were
present on the dais.

Chouhan said spending on
research and development is one
of the priarities of Modi govern-
ment. He said there was a need
to create model farms for small-
holding farmers.

ON SIDELINES OF G7 MEET

Goyal Talks Trade
Pacts with UK, EU

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Commerce and industry minister Piyush
Goyal discussed India’s free trade agreements (FTAs) with
the EU and UK with his counterparts on the sidelines of the
G7 trade ministers meeting in Italy, commerce and industry
ministry said in a statement on Wednesday He also dis-
cussed India’s initiatives with strategle partners such as
the US, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and the
EU. including the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Cor-
ridor (IMEC) to strengthen supply chains.

His discussions with Valdis Dombrovskis, executive vice
president of the European Commission, focused on pro-
moting India-EU trade and economic collaborations, in-
cluding ongoing FTA negotiations.

“Both sides explored opportunities to strengthen coopera-
tion in various areas of mutual interest,” the ministry said.
Theeighth roundof talkson the proposed India-EUFTA was
held from June 24-28 in Brussels and discussions were held
on all 21 chapters. The next round is likely to be held at Sep-
tember-end. With Jonathan Reynolds, UK secretary of state
for business and trade, Goval discussed deepening bilateral
economic relations.

The conversation included plans to take forward the discus-
sions on FTA between India and the UK. Before elections in the
two countries, they were close to closing various pending issues
under the FTA. The minister also had bilateral meetings with
ministers from Italy, Germany and New Zealand. He highlight-
ed the importance of analysing global supply chains’ robust.
ness in times of crisis, referencing the Covid-19 pandemic, Uk-
raine-Russia conflict and Red Sea erisis, and the need for resil-
ient supply chains that enduwre beyond the current generation.

The minister proposed collaboration
among trusted partners to reinforee glob-
al supply chains in critical areas such as
critical minerals, semiconductors, phar-
maceuticals and green energy and advo-
cated public-private partnerships, invest-
ments in  critical infrastructure,
innovation and consistent regulatory
frameworks across G7 countries and
partner nations, according to the

Cropin launches
agri-intelligence
platform Sage,
powered by
Google Gemini

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Agritech firm Cropin Techno-
logy has announced the
launch of Sage, the planet’s
first real-time agri-intelli-
gence solution powered by
Google Gemini.

Cropin Sage converts the
world’s agricultural landscape
into a proprietary grid-based
map with options of 3x3 m,
10x10 m, or 5x5 km, deliver-
ing data and intelligence with
unprecedented scale, accur-
acy and speed, the company
said ina statement.

This enables consumer
product goods (CPG) players,
seed manufacturers, food pro-
cessors, multilateral organisa-
tions, financial institutions
and governments to make in-
formed decisions based on
historical, present, and future
data on cultivation practices,
crop, irrigation, climate, and
soil, the company said.
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Licences of
two fertiliser
firms cancelled

TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 13

The Punjab Agriculture and
Farmers Weltare Department
has cancelled the licences of
two fertiliser companies for
supplving substandard
Diammionium Phosphate
(DAP) to the cooperative sock-
eties. The fims of which
licenpes have been cancelled are
M5 Madhya Bharat AgroProd-
ucts Limited and Mg Krishna
Phoschem Privete Limited.

Oftotal 40 DAP
samples collected,
24 fail quality test

Agriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khudian said
as many as 40 samples were
collected fram the DAP stocks
supplied to MAREFED by the
companies. Of these samples,
24 were found fo be of substan-
dard quality as per Fertilizer
Control Order 1985. The results
of twosamples are still awaited.
The Mmnistry of Agriculiure &
Farmers' Welfare has alsobeen
informed about this for neces-
sary action, he added.

Khudian said the Agricul-
fure Department has
launched a quality econirad
driveacross the state and set a
target of testing 4,700 fertilis-
er samples during FY 2(024-25.

Jaswant Singh, Director
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare, said asmanyas 1004sam-
plesof fertilisers have been col-
lected underthe quality control
campaign and sent to different
labs fir testing 50 far

The Agriculture Minister
asked the Director Agriculiure
to reviewthe supply of agricul-
fural input s to ensure the qual-
ity products to the farmers.
The director said the sampling
of fertillisers was being done in
the districts according to their
targets and arrival of DAP
{18:46)and other fertilisers was
being monitored.

Non-tariff barriers:
Govt readies steps to
ease exporters' woes

Sets up panel, identifies challenges, to launch portal soon

SHREYA NANDI
Hew Delhi, 14 July

he government is working towards a

strategy Lo tackle non-tariff barriers

faced by exporters by setting up a

committee and launching a portal, a
senior official said.

Typically, non-tariff barriers take several
years to resolve. The development comes ata
time when India is negotiating free-trade
agreements (FTAs) with several developed
economies, where non-tariff measures related
to environment and sustainability have
become a cause for concern for Indian
exporters. During a recent review meeting,
exporters had urged Commerce and Industry
Minister Pivush Goyal to develop a strategy to
tackle non-tariff barriers imposed by trade
partners that hinder India’s exports.

In international trade, barriers faced by
exporters and importers may not be limited to
theimposition of tariffs or duties, Non-tariffbar-
riers, such as documentation procedures, certi-
fication, inspections of goods, standards, import
restrictions, prohibitions, seasonal duties, tariff
rate quotas, and public procurement practices,
are seen discriminatory against imports.

“A committee has been set up to look at the
barriers. Sometimes, resolving non-tariff bar-
riers requires improvements or changes from
our (India’s) side, and at times, engagement
with trade partners. The government is trving
to find out the best way forward to resolve the
issues,” the official said.

The official said the committee would doa

ILLUSTARTIOMN: AJAY MOHANTY

IN THE PIPELINE

b Move comes days after exporters
flagged concerns with minister

P Non-tariff measures on environment
and sustainability in FTA negotiations a
cause for concern for exporters

b Partal will allow exporters to report barriers
and identify if they are WTO-compliant

p Will help in tracking history and
chronology of the barriers

detailed analysis and try to understand
whether a regulation imposed by the trade
partner is compliant with the rules of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) or whether
India has objected to it in the past. “(It will also
determine) whether the matter is WTO-
compliant, other countries are complying with
the norms, and if we (India) can tweak our sys-
tem to deal with the challenge,” the official
old Business Standard. Turn to Page 5 ¢

ICAR launches ‘One Scientist One Product’ research plan

—
Prabhudatta Mishea
New Delnl

The Indian Coundl of Agr-
culiral Beserch {1CAR) has
anncineed a rasget-onented
research plin “One Sclenris
One Product™ over the mext
five years, which will be mon-
Froed so that midmim pee
ductivity is driven withoar
duplicity of efforts. The re
search body will also soon re-
B 100seed varseties us part
of the government'’s 100-day
plan.

“As our Minister Shivmaj
Singh Chouhan has reques-
ted, Prime Minister Narendr
Modi may release all the 100
new varicticssoon,” sald a top
official of the Ministry of Agn-

culture and Farmers Welfare,

On the other hand, 1CARS
Director-General  Himanshu
Pathak said all the 5,521 sci-
crtists of the organisation
have been registered under
the "One Scentian  Ome
Product™ scheme.

ASSESSEDWITH TARGET
“We have assgmed every sd-
ertist with a target, thar they
have to come out with a
prosiuct which indudes seed
variety, techpolgy or some
research  paper  of  some
mode] ‘concept, At the begin-
ning of thi vear they have to
identify and inform which
product they want to bring
o, not necessarily o physical
product,” Pathak told media
in Mew Delhi on Monday on

Himarshi Pathak,
Director-Genersl, ICAR

the secasion of ICARS mwo-
day Foundation Day pro-
grammi, scheduled to be in-
augurated by Chouhan on
July 16
Mapping has been done on
which scientist is going to re-
search which product. The

rarget will be monitored every
three months s official level
and even by the rescarcher
ewice o wvear, Pathak said,
adding It 153 long-term pro-
jeet. He abso said there will
also be cases when one
product will be developed bya
Eredip of scentists.
The NCAR DHG aleo sibd a
raspet has been set to rase
v aren uider climate-re-
silient seeds 1o 25 per cent of
the total kharif acreage from
ehecurvent 15 percent inabid
o combat growing challenges
posed by climate change.

KHARIF PADDY AREA UP

India, which & the world's
second-largest rice producer
after China, has curbed rice
exports by banning some vari-

cties while slapping 20 per
centexport duty on some oth-
ofs over pearly two vears to
check domestie price rise. Be-
shides, there is also a minimum
wuport price fixed for the aro-
matke Basmath rice.

The normal arc under

iy b kharif is 40,16 mil-
lon hectases (mly) and the
acreage i curment season has
reached 1156 mby as of July
12, up by 21 per cent from the
year-ago perod.

Parhak sud, “While we
lerve achieved 75 per com cov-
crage  of  climate-resilient
sevils in wheat cultivation, the
adoption in paddy is still lim-
ited, though ICAR has de-
veloped paddyvarieties which
are resistant to drought and

lodging,
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For 4th year in a row, pest
infests cotton crop in Pb

Neel.Kamal@timesofindia.com

Bathinda: Troubles for cot-
ton cultivators continue to
grow in Punjab. There are re-
ports of the crop being infes-
ted with pink bollworm in fi-
eldsinatleastfourdistrictsof
Punjab — the fourth straight
year when there has been a
pest infestation in the crop.

With the crop being afflic-
ted by one pest or another eve-
ry year since 2021, the cultiva-
tion of the crop has fallen be-
low 1 lakh hectares this year
— afirst for Punjab.

Economic threshold level
(ETL) has been found to be
above the permissible limit of
six adult pink bollworm pests
per leaf in certain fields in
Bathinda and Fazilka. In
Mansa and Muktsar, infesta-
tion is still below ETL. ETL is
pest density at which control
measures should beapplied to
stop an increase in pest popu-
lation from reaching the eco-
nomic injury level.

The pest attack has been
recorded in fields where sum-
mer moong was grown. The
pest started from moong fi-
elds and attacked cotton crops
nearby. Hot and humid weat-

1st attack in 2015

The white fly pest had first
infested the cottoncropin
Punjab in 2015. Till then,
farmers were of the view
that BT cottonis
pest-resistant, butit was
resistantto American
bollworm. In 2019, pink
bollwormalso attacked the
cotton crop. Since 2021,
pink bollworm or white fly
pests have afflicted cotton
crop in Punjab every year.

her, and late sowingare presu-
med to be the reasons behind
the increase in ETL.

State agriculture depart-
ment has pressed its field
staff into action, asking them
to keep a vigil in fields where
ETL has increased or is incre-
asing.

In Bathinda district, pest
infestation has been above
ETL in certain fields in Meh-
ta, Manawala, Bhagwangarh,
Senewala, Dunewala, Katar
Singh Wala, Kotshamir, Bhai
Bakhtaur, Manakhkhana,
Behman Jassa Singh, Miserk-
hana, Yatri, Jodhpur Pakhar,
Giana, Malkana, and Phulok-

hari villages. “Farmers, who
still are into cotton growing,
are worried over repeated in-
festations. The state has wit-
nessed at least three severe
pest attacks on cotton in nine
years, with smallerattacksta-
kingplace in remaining years
as well. Still, successive govts
have failed to fully sensitise
farmerstotakecorrective me-
asure on its part or take judi-
cious measures to prevent
such attacks by removing we-
eds and larvae near cotton fi-
elds. Every time there is pest
attack, authorities land in fi-
elds and ask for more sprays,”
said afarmer.

Punjab agriculture de-
partment director Jaswant
Singh said officials, right
from joint directors to chief
agriculture officers, were
working to ensure there was
no pest attack . “This pink
bollworm attack has been
spotted only in certain fields
in Khuia Sarwar block of Fa-
zilka district. At other places,
itisbelow ETL. Our teamsare
on the job and sprays have be-
en recommended to farmers.
Nodal officers have been ap-
pointed to look after two villa-
geseach,” hesaid.



July 2024

ACFI

Carry out research on natural farming
without lowering output: Chouhan

| ]
Our Bureau
MNew Delhi

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Tuesday
asked Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR) sci-
entists to carry out research
on natural farming keeping in
mind the importance of pro-
duction of crops as the coun-
try cannot afford to lower
output amid increasing de-
mand. He emphasised that
soil health cannot be allowed
to be damaged for the future
generations.

In his address on the ICAR
Foundation Day, he said it is
important to increase pro-
duction but also important to
pay attention to what effect
the damaged soil will have on
the human body. Pointing to
the lower pr::rductmt} of soy-
abean in India compared with
other countries, he suggested
scientists to develop high-

vielding varieties of pulses
and oilseeds to boost do-
mestic production and re-
duce import dependency.
There has been a gradual de-
cline in acreage under soya-
bean and sunflower, he said.

FARMERS RELUCTANT

“We are growing enough rice
and wheat but are importing
pulses and edible oils. How do
we address this issue? There
is a need to develop short-
duration and high-yielding
varieties,” Chouhan said. He

told the gathering that farm-
ers were reluctant to grow
crops with low productivity.

There is a need to create
model farms for those with
small holdings. “Though such
model farms exist, there is a
need to popularise those for
mass adoption,” he said.

The minister suggested
that ICAR depute two scient-
ists to each of the 731 Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and
ask them to spend three days
to guide the staff and farmers
in nearbyvillages.

“If agriculture is diversi-
fied, it is possible to increase
the income of farmers. Today
we are working with this res-
olution,” he said and urged
ICAR to set targets for the
next four years.

Work has to be done to in-
crease production in animal
husbandry, fish farming,
wheat production, pulses and
oilseeds, he said.
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Data protection sought
for chemicals sector

{Continued from Page 1)

Dr. Agarwal highlighted that
the absence of data protec-
tion provisionsis prompting
muiltinational corporations to
mvest in coundries suchas Viet-
nam, Thailand. Malaysia,
and Indonesia instead of
India. “Our sector is losing
investment opportunities as
aresult Whilethe povernment
speaks about ease of doing
business, thePMB2020 does
not provide a level playing field
between genuine industry
playersandso-called By-by-
night operators, smugglers,
miscreants, and duplicators,”
he said.

Astringent penaltywitha
fine of up to Rs 50lakhand 5
years imprisonment, without
differentiatingbetween habit-
ual offenders and uninten-
tional instances in the case
of genuine companies. is not
rational. Such provisions dis-
courage investment by
prospective national or inter-
nationalindustries. he point-
ed out

In our country, a parallel
mndustryof spurious products
has developed, as evidenced
by raids on such manipula-
tors. However, insteadof tak-
mgsirictactions against these
cuiprits, FIRs are often reg-
istered under trademark and
copyright acis, allowing the
police to grant bail at the
police station itself. This
approachisinadequate. FIRs
should be registered under
applicable sections of the
IPC, the Pollution Act, and
otherrelevantlaws. fFIRsare
registered under various [PC
sections, bail is not easily
granted, and there is a pro-
vision for imprisonment of up
to 7 years.

The representative of a
key playerin theagrochem-
ical sector, a member of
another national association,
has sought an increase in
import tariffs, which are cur-
rently around 7 .5 per cent. kit
isargued thatan increase of
Sto7.5percentin tariffs would
significantly level the playing
field for domestic playersin
terms of pricing However, this

change could negaitively
impact farmers, astheincrease
in customs duty would lead
to higher prices for agro-
chemical products.

No new technology has
beenresearchedin India; all
innovations have come from
outside. It takes Rs. 2500-
3000 crore to research amol-
ecule, Rs. 30 40 agorefordata
generation, and Rs. 30-40
crore forcommercialization.
Anyone isfreetogenerate data
and get registrationunder Sec-
tion 93) of Insecticides Act
1968 and Rules 1971. How-
ever, some individuals, insiead
of investing in data genera-
tion, seek an easy right to the
investimentsmadeby MNCs
or large Indian plavers who
are spending significant
amounts to bring new tech-
nology and generate data.

The Pnme Mmnister's vision
wasindoublefarmers’ income
by 2022, but this goal could
not be achieved due o the
unavailability of new tech-
nologies and the presence of
a parallel industry selling
duplicate agriculnmal inputs,
against which no effective
action hasbeentaken. Addi-
tionally. the 18 per cent GST
on pesticides and new tech-
nologieslike drones andother
insiruments is not justified.
Te promote this industry,
GST should be set 1o NIL, like
itis for seeds, or at the most,
5 per cent tax should be
charged.

To incease farmers yield,
quality, and income, it is
essential to bridge the vast
income gap between rural and
urban populations. Initia-
tives focused on agricultur-
aladvancement can playacru-
cial rolein narrowing thisdis-
parity.

Agriexports
decline3%on
Red Sea crisis

New mr-_r-;my

India’s agriculinre expons con-
tracted 3 per cent 1o %5588 bil-
liom dhuring the first quaner of
the linancial year due o magr
‘giobal headwinds and tight
domestic supply conditions’,
Agriculiural and Processed
Food Products  Expon
Development Authority (APE-
DA) chairman Abhishek Dev
said the current challenges in
the agriculiure sector inchude
the rise in shipping costs and
air freight trigzered by the Red
Sea crisis, fall in global prices
of maize, which took a tofl on

XIS,

Rice exports ave also been
constrained by export controls
onoeriain varictics of the grain
including non-basmati rice
imposed by Indlia.

During the quaricr ended
June this year, India exported

foe — basimall and non-bas-
mati - worth $2.8 billion, down
(.46 per cent.

The govermment, however,
believes India will be able 1o
catch up with last year’s rice
exportsin the next six monihs.

“There have been a ot of
issues iy the logistics, particu-

herween the US and China,
there bas beenshortagesinthe
containers also,” Dev told
TEpOTiers.

According o Devw, the pro-
duction of maize has been
grxxl this year. However, i
resulted in a decline in prices

“Even thaoughthere is good
production of maize in India
also, our local prices are more
than infemational prices. Due
to that, expors of maize have
come down this vear,” he said.

Advording to government
data, exportsof reguiated agrd-
culture jtems such as wheat,
non-hasmati rice, millet prod-
ucts, witnessed contmaction
during the first two months of
the current financial year. On
the other hand, expons of non-
regulated apriculiune including
basmati rice, bulfalo meat,
fresh vegetables, fruits and
juices, dairy products, saw 3
percent growth.

APEDA has also identified
‘25 focus products’ where
exportscan be further boostexd.
These items include onion,
basmati rice, groundouts,
cashew, banana, potaio, ghee,
pomegranaie, and pineapple.

The government is working

larly due (o the Red Sea crisis, lowards an online
which hasbeen persistingand  platform to tackle non-trade
there has been an increase in - barriers in the next two-three
costofair freight. Duelossues  months.
AGRI EXPORTS

QRS Emn)  %chg¥-o-Y
wFruits and vegetables 8:3.82 647H
lf.ereal i
. pmparat-um o 763.88 u.ulh
mMeat, dairy, poultryprodudts 11,0129 0.14)
wRice(Basmati+non-basmat) 2,808.26 | -0.45
-mhercereais 60.26 Ii-_?ﬁ.ﬂ?
u Cashew 68.63  NEM-17.08
u0il meals 330.69 --15.81
Total 5,886.81 1 -3.2%
Souice: APEDA
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Agri unions, scientists flag
ICAR MoUs with corporates

WHO IS ALARMED

450 individuals representing scientists, farmers unions, and
civil society have written a letter of objection to the ICAR

OBJECTIONS OF SCIENTISTS, FARMER UNIONS

Neel.Kamal@timesofindia.com

Bathinda: The number of
corporate MoUs (memoran-
dums of understanding) that
the Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) has sig-
ned over the past several
months has alarmed scien-
tists, farmer unions, and civil
society alike because no one
knows their financial and IPR
(intellectual property rights)
implications.

More than 450 individuals
related to agriculture on Sa-
turday wrote to the ICAR’s di-
rector general that the council
should stop the agreements
signed with big companies
such as Bayer, Syngenta, and
Amazon, and consult the far-
mer unions about what can
make the Indian agriculture
viable, sustainable, and equi-
table. Questioning certain
“unnatural” practices and
technologies that these deals
are reported to allow, they ha-
ve accused the ICAR of letting
corporate houses “green-
wash"” theirsins.

They claim these deals to
be a tacit admission of the
ICAR'’s inability to serve the
farmers and the failure of its
agriculture extension depart-
ments, Alliance for Sustainab-
le and Holistic Agriculture
(Asha) co-convener Kavitha
Kuruganti, whose name is on
the letter, claimed that: “The
scarce public information ma-
kes us doubt why the ICAR is

» Financial and IPR (intel-
lectual property rights)
implications of the MoUs
not declared

» Farmer unions not con-
sulted, no debate conducted

» Deals called tacit admis-
sion of the ICAR’s inability
to serve the farmers

» Some of the private
partners have a history of

tying up with private corpora-
tions that have a history of
peddling toxic products. If
they need the companies to de-
velop crop varieties for them,
why should the taxpaversfund
the National Agriculture Re-
search System (NARS)and the
ICAR?””

She questioned the need
for private collaborations and
even the selection of partners
and the IPR arrangements.
She asked the council where it
had conducted any public de-
bate or put out public policy.
She said the ICAR had tied up
with private corporations for
transfer of technology to far-
mers, which was the mandate
of public agri-extension de-
partments and even KVKs

peddling toxic products

» If companies develop
crop varieties, why have the
NARS and ICAR?

» Transfer of technology

mandate of states’ agri-ex-
tension depts, KVKs (Krishi
Vikas Kendras), not ICAR's

» Encroachment upon a

state subject

(Krishi Vikas Kendras). She
said: “How will the ICAR ensu-
re that the farmers get the best
advice and options if those go
against the business motives
of the corporations? Did it
consult the extension depart-
ments of the states before sig-
ning those Mols, because ag-
riculture is a state subject?

The people who wrote the
letter claimed to have found no
copies of the MoUs or the pilot
project results. The want the
ICAR to upload these to a web-
site and mention the financial
implications on the public sec-
tor. They want the MoUs to be
suspended until then and sign
any new ones after debate and
consultation with the farmer
unions.
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ICAR should strive for an ecologically
sound system of managing crop pesis
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THE ineviasble has happened
The area under catton has col-
lapsad tn north westemn India

For the past few years, cof-
ton was witnessing a subdued
interest. Farmers were gradu-
ally gving up on cofton in
vour of paddy and other crops,
which of coome wan a worry
ing trend.

But this year, breaking all re.
conds, cotton arcas in Punjab,
Haryava and Rajasthan - con-
stinuting 16 per cent of the cot
ton ares of the country -- has
declined by six-lakh hectares,
going downt from 16-Jakh hec

tarcs sowm last year 1o & low of

10.23-kakh hectares this yeae

The steepest fall has been in
Puniab whete the areu under
cotton has come down 1o less
than one-lakh hoctares, 97 (00
hectarss to be precise. Cotton
was always thought o be an
altemale crop to 0t in the crop
diversiication programme that
Punjab has heen contemplat
ing o replace the water gue-
Hinsg paddy.

Morcover, over since the
sk of penetically modi
fied Bt colton were approved
for commercial cultivation in
02, the agribusiness industry
had positioned the new tech
nologally ‘mperior’ seeds as
a nolution for ushering in pros
perity among small farmers by
enhancing ciop producdtivaey,
lrduum

el ;ROUND REALITY

ticides, and
in the process
erouring - oli-

Approximately, I5 vears af-
ter i cotton was imtroduced,
the B\'nu:h.dll} ndatied 1och-
nalopy in coffon weems 1o have
bitten the dost What wos once
perceived as "White Gold' has
now turned grev.

Persitent attacks of pink
bollworm apd whilelly imect
pests have made farmers give
up on colton. Ewn  before
Dabwinder Singh. a 40-year:
old farmer from Pusjowa vil-
fage in Abohar, Puniab, could
harvest cotton in five acres he
had sown, the crop came un-
der pink bollworm attack. The
crop loss he has suffercd in the
bargain will only add 1o the
general distress that prevails,
much severe for him sioue he
ploughed his Bebd back

1 have already pku.glu'\! v
crop and on one acre, Tam try-
ing to caltivate PR-126 varety
of tud-h'.' he told the moedia
that was headlined ‘Area under
cotton in Morth India drops
b six lakh hectares, Panjabs
dip shaspestThe investigative
news repor dwells decper into
the reasons why farmers are
fed up with pest sttacks, and
in frostration bave incresingly
abundooed cotton cultieation

Interestingly, while the mul
tinational seed glant Bayer has
sought approval for the mext
generation of transgenic soeds
- Bollgard 11 Roundup Ready
Flex  (RRF)
1w lring in
some kind of
I.FII'II!‘\III mn
the GM scod

imate smart h— | market; draw
and  envison- ing from what
mentally sus. | ] 15 clearly vis-
tainable  cot- : ible as the fail-
ton  farming # b ; ure of hybrid
I was im fact § 2 transgenic Bt
|mnlmte&i a ‘l‘_ A :’ul:nn III.I:'I-
a lechnology o, sciontists
fix W addren Mw Shllrma ane ot the wame
the productiv- time advocat-

ity cnsis in cotton that small
farmers were confronted with.
It wai believed that the in-
creased production will in the
Pravess tike ate lJi‘ﬂ\illﬂl\-‘ll
and socio-economic Concernd.

ing cantion fr Africa, which
is under tremendoas induastry
provaane 0 introdace the same
technology.

“The lessons gaines] from
the oncoing market fallune of

Even when Punjab suffered huge losses on

account of whitefly attack, | remember the

bureaucracy and scientific establishments
remaining conspicuously quiet on making the
industry bear the crop losses. | don't think the
seed industry should be allowed to go scot-free

hybrid Br cofton in India are
of utmst importagce o s
propoded imtroduction i Al-
rica, where, similay o Endia,
colton i grown mainly in
ramifedd samallhalder farmms and
hence similar  private. corpo
rate comilicns of mlerests widl
oo saye Andrew Paul Gan
terrek ot al in a paper published
inthe prestigious Environmen
tl Scences Furope journal
(Nowember 7, 2023)

If Africa can be cantjoned,
thiere s mo reason why India
Hself cannol seck any bosons
from the subsidence of Bt cot
wen seeds and take appropri-
ale preventine measures, Pink
ballworm insext pest has cer-
tainky taken & heavy 1ol of the
<ol CTop,

While Maver had eorher
claimed 1n an email stalement
1o the ghobal sews agency Reu
ters, ssying "Uur efforts ane
aimed st enhancing crop pro
ductivity, contributing towards
doubling Breer incomes, and
making Indian agricultune sus-
tinable and globally competi-
tive”

IF duspite thewe claims, the
area under cotton has come
down drastically, there must be
reasom that the kyped tochniol-
ogy hasnt been able to answer

Why | am saving this is be-
cause the peislamce  amains
pink bollworm has certainly

reduced, and by disropting the
meect equilibrium, the GM
seeds have also badft second
ary pests like whitefly. In 2015,
whitelly attack on colton had
severely umpacted the aandiag
crop in Punjab, and reaslied

in suicides by @ mumber of

farmers. Protests by fariners
had liswced the Punjab govern-
ment o provide relief 1o cotton
workers.  Subsequently. pink
hollworns atiock in 2020, jol
lowed by the pest damage in
the past three vears has made
the codton larmens move away.

I dont think bringing in the
pexl gencration of GM seeds
will help nip the pest sk
in the bud ln fact, ot o time
when the area under colton
has dumped, the wed indus-
v meeds 1o be held account-
able. Even when Panpjeb suf-
fered huge lowses on account
of whitelly attack. | semomber
the buresucnacy and wientific
establishments remaining con-
spicuandly quket on making the
indusiry bear the crop losses.
Going by the polluler pays
principle | don't think the seed
industry should be allowed to
o Sc0d-Tree

In an sightful scientific
paper ‘Long-lerm impact of Bt
coltor in India’ written by Dr K
R Kranil. a former Dinecion of
the Cenftal Irntitute of Coldon
Research. MNagour: and Prof

Glenn Dovis Stone, formerly
of the Washingron LUniver-
sity, and published m Naturo
(March M, 200), the aathors
had cleardy warned: "Bt cotton
has conttnmed 10 control one
major colton pest, bul with
i resistance in another pest
and sargng populations  of
non-targel pests, frmen now
wpend more an pesticides to-
day than before the introduc
tion of Bt Indications are that
the sitnation will contimue 1o
deteriorate”

There &5 enough [erature
avallable on how Bt cotion
was a shori-leem  solation,
anal the drop in usect resing-
ance wouldnt kst long. Even
the yield incresse initally was
ascmbed 1o moreased feetilier
wset and expansion of anea un-
der irngation. But boresucratic
incliciency and sclentific leth-
amgy b-l-lrnlb\'fh}llll(.‘llp.llm
age (Punpb had officially beim
promoting the GM seads) had
Tl v @ colton Gasco, Whike all
thewe plavers (besides the sesd
madustry) walk away wilhout
owning any responsibilicy, the
farmers bear the brant,

If you osk mme as to what is
ithe: sobation., the answer i sim-
ple

Leam from the KeetPath-
shala of Midana in Jind district
in Haryana, where furmers use
beneticial insects W control the
posts. | ondy hope the Ministry
of Agriculture and  Farmers
Weltare does not again buckle
uwnder presure (rom the seed
lobby, and [nstcad shifis <f-
fowts to non p.illulh A
mesl land thal also mcludes
GM crop seeds) by opting for
an ecologically sound way of
MRAnAgng Crop ests

I is doahle provided the In-
dun Councll of Agriculiural
Rescarch (FCAR), the umbrella
research body for .tﬁuuhum,
wants o do it

{ The author is a roted food
pelicy analyid @ad am expert on
tsrues reladed 1o the ggricud-
fure sechor. He writey on fiid,
aericulture and huneer)

‘Herbicide-tolerant basmati not farmer-friendly’

Neel.Kamalatimesofindia.com

Bathinda: More scientists
and environmentalists came
forward in criticising the new
herbicide-tolerant (HT) varie-
ty of basmati, released for
commercial cultivation by In-

dian Agriculture Research In-
stitute (JARI) nearly two
maonthsago.

IARI has claimed that the
variety has not been geneti-
cally modified (GM) and is
beneficial for direct-seeded

rice (DSR) technique, hence
saving water. Agri scientists
said the variety could also
lead to a loss of genetic diver-
sity in Indian rice and in-
crease the use of multiple her-
bicides for controlling differ-
ent types of weeds, hence in-
creasing cultivation cost.
This could be particularly
challenging for small farm-
ers, they say.

Virender Singh Lather, a
former principal scientist
from ICAR-TARI, said HT rice

variety is not farmer-friendly
and is a threat to national food
security  “This technology
will raise cultivation costs by
monopolising seed-agro-
chemical market. There is no
need of such technology to
help DSR as it can be managed
using climatic factors by pre-
ponement of date of sowing
between May 15 and June 10
Weed problems appear when
humidity is high, which hap-
pens after June 10 as monsoon
approaches,” said Lather

Environmentalist Aruna
Rodrigues, who hasfileda PIL
for a moratorium on GE
crops, on Monday wrote to
ICAR joint director (exten-
sion) Rabindra Padaria.
“..This step is a potential
threat to India's export mar-
kets, which are hased on orga-
nic standards, along with the
necessary co-surety that In-
dia’s foods and farms are not
contaminated by herbicides,
a consequence of using HT
crops,” wrote Rodridgues.
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Tropical Agrosystem
l00ks for expansion

NEw DELHI

AGROCHEMICAL  com-
pany Tropical Agrosystem is
exploring the possibility of
listing on the domestic stock
market as it plans expansion
and launch of new products,
according to a top company
official.

Tropical Agrosystem (In-
dia) founder and Chairman
VK Jhaver said that bankers
have approached the com-
pany, advising either a public
listing or private equity in-
vestment. “Maybe in another

'\,J
Tnpplcm: AGRO

w‘ L_ J
P"i s

]

few months, we wﬂl take a
call,” Jhaver said. “Once I give
the green signal, then prob-
ably we will have to start the
work.” Asked why the com-
pany had not listed earlier,
Jhaver said, “That is again a
mindset. We have never gone
for any listing of our other
group companies also.”

a'n;g S

A
]

Activists questionICAR's move
totieup with big corporations



July 2024

ACFI

SC gives split verdict
on validity of Centre’s
nod for GM mustard

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday pronounced a
split verdict on the validity
of the Centre’s 2022 deci-
sion granting conditional
approval for environmen-
tal release of genetically
modified (GM) mustard
crop.

The Bench of Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and Sanjay
Karol, however, asked the
Centre to formulate a na-
tional policy with regard to
GM crops for research, cul-
tivation, trade and com-
merce in the country.

The case would now be
referred to a three-judge
Bench to be constituted by
the Chief Justice of India.

On October 18, 2022, the
Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee (GEAC)
— a statutory body under
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change and regulator of
genetically modified or-

The Centre has been
asked to formulate
a national policy
with regard to GM
crops for research
and other purposes

ganisms in the country —
recommended the envi-
ronmental release.

A subsequent decision
was taken on October 25,
2022 approving the envi-
ronmental release of trans-
genic mustard hybrid
DMH-11, a variety of GM
mustard.

On Tuesday, in its judg-
ment, the court said the
“national policy shall be
formulated in consultation
with all stakeholders, such
as experts in the field of
agriculture, biotechnology,
State governments, repre-
sentatives of farmers, etc”.

It said the government
should conduct a national
consultation with the aim
of formulating the policy.
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Whitefly attacklooms large in cotton belt

Farmers watermtton field at a village in Bathinda; and (right) a blooming cotton field. riLe

SukHMEET BHASIN
THIMINENEWS SERVICE

BATHINDA, JULY 23

After nine years, the fear of
whitefly attacks on eotton
crops is back to haunt farm-
ers of the cotton belt in the
Malwa area, as the presence
of sulking pests has been
reported in some parts of
Mansa, Bathinda, and Fazil-
ka districts.

State Agriculture Depart-
ment teams have visited
various villages and held
meetingswith officials, ask-
ing the field officers to be
vigilant. The teams have
been directed to visit farm-
ersin the fields to check the
crop and recommend spray

as per the situation,

The department has also
been making announce-
ments in villages through
gurdwara  loudspeakers,
urging farmers to spray
their crops as recommend-
ed by experts as whitefly
attacks were on the rise.

Experis claimed hot and
humid weather conditions
were leading to pest infes-
tations. They said against
the state’s recommenda-
tions a large number of
farmers grew moong crops
during summer. They said
it was another reason
behind the pest infestation
in the region,

Experts said the whitefly

grew fast and remained
under the leaf. They said it
did not die until they were
sprayed directly, They said
the spray recommended by
the agriculture department
for pest control onlyworked
at an early stage,

Farmers said the area
under cotton had reduced
drastically to an all-time low
of about 97.000 hectares.
They said the reason behind
it was that farmers have
shifted to paddy, pulses, and
maize as SUCCcessive govern-
mentshave failed to contain
pestattacks on cotton.

Dejected by the whitefly
attack on his cotton crop,
Kulwinder Singh of Bhagi

Bander village in the dis-
trict reportedly destroyed
his crop on two acres.

In  Aupgust-September
2015, nearly 60 per cent of
the cotton crop sown on
4.21 hectares of land was
damaged. Unable to bear
the losses, some farmers
ended their lives.

Bathinda Chief Agricul-
ture Officer (CAO) Jagseer
Singh said, “Whitefly is
gquite rampant in the dis-
trict, and it is due to the
prolonged dry  spell
Teams are visiting the
fields and are recommend-
ing farmers spray the crop,
which ig quite effective in
the early stages.”

Fertilizer sale up in Apr-May on beneficial monsoon; DAP offtake down

Ouram
New Defhi

Fertilizer sale in India in-
creased by 3.6 percent 0 50.7
lakh tonnes (It} in April-May
of the current fiscal as good
rainfall in the growing arcas
hel pedinmseaﬂﬁnirﬁ

As fertilizer usage in the
kharif season is linked to
rainfall, good rainfall over all
regions, except States which
w:rchdeﬂ;etrnt until 10 dixe's

, has increase de-
nn':;:nd for lheps‘r!op nutrients.

Pan-India rainfall stands
at 1 per cent above its long
period average during June
1-July 24, IMD data show.
Only 11 States covering 22

per cent of geographical area
are deficient.

Experts said the rise in
sales was due to the base ef-
fect as there was a drop dur-
ing April-May 2023. Con-
sumption  of fertilizers
dropped nearly 2 per cent,
including a 3 per cent fall in
urea during April-May last
year. Consumption was 489
It in the year-ago period.
However,  di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP) sales de-
;.li.ntd by 9.3 per cent to 8.8

With the current fall in
DAP sales, global prices
should come under pressure
as India is among top buyers
of the phosphatic fertilizer,
industry sources said. When

RAINFALL BOOST. As fertilizer usage in the kharif season is
linked te rainfall, good rain over all regions have helped increase
demand for the crop nutrients

DAP sales increase, overseas
sellers raise their prices as
they know that the Govern-
ment has to bear subsidy
burden to maintain the max-
imum retail price (%1350
bag of 50 kg) for the farmer.

MOP SALES UP 52%

According to latest official
data, overall consumption of
urea in first two months of
current fiscal increased 2 per
cent to 31.8 I from 31.2 1t a
vear ago. Similarly, Muriate

of Potash (MOP) rose 53.2
percentat 1.7 It against 1.11
It and complex increased by
21 per cent to 8.4 It from 6.94
It a year ago. Complex fertil-
izer is @ combination of ni-

trogen (N), phosphorous
(P}, porash (K} and sulphur
(S) nutrients,

Amid the government's
target to make the country
self-sufficient in urea by
2025, there has been a mar-
ginal drop in import to 6.4 It
from 6,921t in Aﬁril-my As
urea is completely con-
trolled by the Government,
including its import by some
select agencies, the industry
does not have any issue ex-
mrl I.'lrm.i) pﬂymenr of sub-

record im-

portof urga at 98.28 It during
FY 2020-21.

IMPORTS TOO FALL
Import of overall fertilizers
dropped by 12.5 per cent to
245 It during April May
from 28 It a year ago, in
which complex import de-
clined maximum by 22.1
centat 4.5 It from 5.78 lrand
that of DAP by 18,8 per cent
10 85 It from 10,47 It, Only
MOP import surged 5.6 per
centto s, It from 4.83 1,

Production of all fertil-
izers was a tad lower at 81.2
It from 82.04 It, which in-
claded urea at 51 It (49.8 1t),
DAP 6.6 It (7.86 It), complex
15.9 It (15.68 It) and SSP 7.7
IE(8.710).
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‘India needs to revisit regu]atory regime in fertilizer approval’

bl.interview

Prabhudatta Mishra
MHew Dol

Fertilizer companies, which
are controlled by the
government on production,
sales and even profits, hardly
make announcements on
investments, After along
time, there has been some
capacity expansion in urea
dueto the revival of closed
public sector units. Amid the
government's changed
prioritieson the use of
chemical fertilizers, is the
industry ready to take up the
challenge of helping the
country meet its foodgrain
requirement after 20-30
vears? bustnessline speaks to
Sanjiv Kanwar, MD of Yara
Fertilisers India. Excerpts:

There is a lot of talk
about the imbalanced
use of fertilizers. What
is the solution for this?

assessment on how 1o
improve the balance. It is easy
because when we look at
consumption, 1 think it
skewed in favour of nitrogen
and less in  favour of

rous and potash
(P&K). Urea prices have not
increased for 15-20 years and
the gap between urca, on the
one hand, and DAP and
mmpitx\‘umi) on the other,

is quite large
So the gnﬂ:.r is generally

going in for more urea as
compared to P&K fertilizers,
Price policy needs to be
redesigned so that farmers
are pushed and encouraged to
move in the direction of
balanced crop nutrition.
That is what will help in
improving soil health,

There was a study about
vield from fertilizer
application. Earlier
from one bag, the
production used to be
more whereas it has
declined now. That's

We need to have a mix
of mineral fertilizers
and bio fertilizers
because both have a
role to play, especially
when it is under stress
conditions

SANJIV KANWAR
WD, Yara Fertilisers india

more chemicals. Can
there be a balance of
chemical fertilizers as
well as bio-fertilizer?
Absolutely. As we go forward,
climate change is a reality. We
have seen it in the last 18
months,

bio-fertilizers because both
have a role toplay especially is
under stress conditions. So
whien you apply a good quality
of bio-stimulant, it helps the
erop to fight the ablotic stress
that it faces during extreme
drought conditions.

chemical fertilizers are
cheaper whereas
farmers need to pay
more for bio-stimulants.
It has been seen that if
production is higher and
people have a lot of land, they
are ready to adopt this kind of
crop nutrients.

I think we should keep in
mind that the Indian farmer is
a business person. They take
informed decisions.

If & product or a concept is
making a difference and
improving farm productivity,
they will definitely take a
decision in favour of such a
CONCept.

Crver the last 4-5 vears, the
bio-stimulant market  has
been growing in India along
with mineral fertilizers. So
there is an acceptance in the
mind of the farmers to use
better quality products.

How is the regulatory
atmosphere in Indin
when it comes to the
approval of bio-

I think there is a need o
re-look the regulatory system
that we have in place. Thereis
a World Bank report on the
ease of doing business in
agriculture, probably released
in 2019 just before the Covid
pandemic. As per that report,
India ranks 97 out of 101
countrics that were surveyed
on the time it takes to get new
fertilizers registered in India
under the Fertilizer Control
Order. 1 think it takes around
897 days as per the report to
get a new product registered
in India.

It is actually preventing the
farmers  from  accessing
innovative fertilizer products
that are available to their
peers in the global market.

For instance, if we see
something which is working
very well in China and we
want to launch it in India, it
will take me 3-4 years to bring
it here. And that’s the gap that
builds up between my farmer
in India and his prers in the
global market, which needs to

There has to be an overall  why farmers are using

We did not have enough That also  helps
moisture in India. We didnot  improving or protecting farm
have snowfall in north India,  productivity.
in the applegrowing region,
and we did not have rain a5 How is farmers’
needed in the plains. acceptability with

We need to have a mix of  regard to bio-fertilizers?
mineral  fertilizers  and  Because of subsidy,

fertilizers? b bridged.

Agri & allied sectors see decline
in contribution to overall growth

Sribala.Vadlapatia
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: According to
Economic Outlook 2023-24,
Telangana’s agriculture and
allied sectors experienced a
decline in their contribution
to overall growth, dropping
from 1.2% to 0.7% from 2021-
22t02023-24.

Telangana’s Gross State
Value-Added (GSVA) also re-
flects shifting sectoral contri-
butions. Agriculture and alli-
ed sectors accounted for 18%
of GSVA in FY 2021-22, a figu-
re that fell to 17% in 2022-23
and 15.8% in 2023-24.

GROWTH DROPPED TO 0.7%

“This suggests a slow-
down in agricultural deve-
lopment within the state. Si-
milarly, the industrial sector
alsowitnessed adecline in its
contribution, albeit less ste-
ep, from 3% to 1.9%).” the re-

portsaid.

The figures indicate chal-
lenges or slower expansion
within industrial activities
duringtheseyears. Theservi-
ces sector, the most signifi-
cant contributor, also redu-
ced from 14.4% to 9.4%. This
decline reflects moderate
growth across service-orien-
ted I'T, healthcare, and finan-
cial services industries.

At the national level from
2021-22 to 2023-24, the agricul-
ture and allied sector showed
a declining trend, reducing
from 2.2% to 0.8%, indicating
slower growth in agricultu-
ral output.
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State tops in use of fertilisers,
3rdin pesticide consumption

Neera] MoHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 26
Punjab, India's leading
agrarian state, has emerged
as the top consumer of fer-
tilisers, comprising nutrients
such as nitrogen, phosphate
andpotash. Itisalso thethird
largest consumer af chemical
pesticides in the country,
according to the latest data
from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare.
The data, shared by Union
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister Shivraj
Chouhan, highlights that
Punjab’s wheat and paddy
growing districts are the pri-
mary consumers of these
inputs. In 2022-23, 15 dis-
tricts in the state reported an
average fertiliser consump-
tion of 254.39 kg per hectare.
The state's average con-
sumption of around 223 kg
per hectare is significantly
higher than the national
average of 90 kg per hectare,
Responding to a question
by MP Satnam Singh Sand-
hu, Chouhan explained:
“According to the Punjab
Government, the per hectare
consumption of fertilisers is
on the higher side due tovery
high cropping intensity and
the cultivation of rice and
wheat, which are high-
demand fertilizer crops.”
Punjab’'s total gross
cropped area stands at 78.71
lakh hectares, of which
around 7,000 hectares are
now under certified organic
farming. The production of
organic fertiliders has also
seen a substantial increase,
rising to 7,407 metric tonnes
(MT) in 2022-23 from 473 MT

Afarmer sprays pesticide on his wheat crop. FiLE

FERTILISER INTAKE
State average 223 kg/ha
National average ' 90 kg/ha
CHEMICAL PESTICIDES (2023-24)
Uttar Pradesh 11,828 MT
Maharashtra B, 718 MT
Punjab 5,270 MT

PROMOTING CROP DIVERSIFICATION
B Thestate govemmenthas ™ These efforts are intended

taken several measures to

promate crop diversifica-
tion, aimingto reduce its

dependencyonwheat and
paddy, which are primary

consumers of fertilisers

to create a sustainable
agricultural system in Purr
jab. However, the state’s
adoption of biopesticides
remains low, with Punjab
ranking 11thin the country

in 2021-22, indicating a grow-
ing shift towards organic
farming practices in the state.

In another response, the
minister informed the Rajyva
Sabha that the total con-
sumption of chemical pesti-
cides in Punjabreached 5270
MT in 2023-24 (66 kg per
hectare), up from 5,130 MT' in
2022-23. This makes Punjab
thethird highest consumer of
chemical pesticides in the
country, following Uttar
Pradesh (11,828 MT) and
Maharashtra (8,718 MT),
which have significantly larg-
er cultivated areas of 241
crore hectares and 2.05 crore
hectares, respectively. Pun-

jab's pesticide consumption
accounts for 952% of the
national total.

However, the state's adop-
tion of bio-pesticides remains
low, with Punjab ranking
11th in the country, consum-
ing only 193 MT annually.
Data from the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers
also shows a congistent risein
the consumption of key fer-
tilisers such as urea and NPK
in Punjab.

In 2022-23, the state's urea
requirement increased to
20.25 lakh MT from 2830
lakh MT in 2020-21, and NPK
demand surged to 1.70 lakh
MT from (.76 lakh MT during

the same period. Conversely,
the demand for DAP
(diammonium phosphate)
declined to 7.25 lakh MT from
8.25 lakh MT.

Minister Chouhan men-
tioned the implementation
of the Galvanising Organic
Bio-Resources Dhan (GOB-
ARdhan) scheme, launched
in 2018, which aims to con-
vert organic and biodegrad-
able waste, including cattle
dung and crop residue, into
bio-gas and fermented
organic manure (FOM), The
scheme offers [inancial
assistanceof up to Rs 50 lakh
per district for the entire pro-
gramme duration.
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Key Export Scheme
Norms Simplified
for Ease of Business

Our Bureau

New Delhi: To make it easier for
exporters to do business, the go-
vernment hassimplified the Export
Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG)
scheme which allows import of ca-
pital goods at zero customs duty
againstan obligation toexport.

As per a public notice issued by
the Directorate General Of Foreign
Trade (DGFT), exporters will now
get additional time to submit instal-
lation certificates for imported ca-
pital goods, reducing pressure on
businesses to meet timelines,

Also, from now all Policy Relaxa-
tion Committee (PRC) decisions re-
garding Export Obligation exten-
sionsand regularisation of exports
will be implemented with a levy of
a uniform composition fee making
it easier to implement through the
system. “With a view to enhance
easeof doingbusinessand reduce
the compliance burden, certain
provisions...are amended for
EPCG authorizations issued un-
der Foreign Trade Policy,” the
DGFT said in a public
notice. The DGFT has
also simplified the fee
structure for exten-
ding Export Obligation
periods with less paperwork and
more efficiency. “These operatio-
nal amendments are aimed at en-
hanecingeaseof doingbusiness by
providing up to three years from
date of completion of import for
submitting installation certifica-
tes, which may further be exten-
ded upon pavment of a fee of
710,000 per vear,” said Mavank
Arora, Director- Regulatory |,
Nangia Andersen India.

Additionally, requirement for
submission of installation certi-
ficates forr import of spares have
been done away with. “These
changes would ease compliance
burden on capex heavy manufac-
turers, such as electronics, mobi-
le and IT equipment, who have
committed to make large invest-
ments under the PLI Schemes,”
Arorasaid.

An extended deadline for submit-
ting Installation Certificates and
by expanding automated rule-ba-
sed processes, DGFT aims to redu-
ce human intervention, mitigate
risks and improve overall efficien-
cy in trade facilitation.

India terms
EU carbon
tax proposal
as unfair

F:|'.s| TS
feedback@livemint.com
MNEW DELH|

ndia has declined to accept

a European Union (EU)

proposal to levy higher
taxes on its carbon-producing
industries, which the 27-na-
tion blocsaid it was willing to
offset when those products
enterits borders, a top official
told Reuters.

The latest suggestion was
made by an EU delegation led
by Gerassimos Thomas,
director general for taxation
and customs union in the
European Commission, who
defended the proposed car-
bon borderadjustment mech-
anism (CBAM) in meetings
with Indian officials.

Economic affairs secretary
Ajay Seth told Reuters: “Their
suggestion is not practical.
Their team had come and met
us ... the solution they are
offering doesn't work for a
developing economy like
India.”

New Delhi has conveyed its
stance to the EU delegation,
labelling the proposed CBAM
as unfair and detrimental to
domestic market costs, Seth
said.

The EU had last vear
approved the world's first
plan to impose tariffs on
imports of high-carbon
goods, including steel, alu-
minium and cement, aiming
toreach net-zerogreenhouse
emissions by 2050,
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