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Awareness program conducted

Ahmedabad, The target
audience were the Dealers
Distributors and Farmers from
Anand Khera Varodra districts.
Dealers Distributors are the
key point of information
dissemination for the farmers
and farmers approach them
too often with their issues, so
ACFI does awareness
program for them in different
states. Side by side with the
Agriculture officers and
Agriculture University
Scientists, the dealers and
distributors are the ones who
support the farmers about the
importance of the safe use of
Agrochemicals, things to do
while using; buying; spraying;
and storing agrochemicals &
many other things. The

“in Anand Agriculture University

LA
Director General of ACFI Dr
Kalyan Goswami has set the
tone explaining the need of
Agrochemical for higher
productivity and hence to
sustain the food security. He
also spoke about the wrong
perception about Agrochemical.
His stand was vindicated by Dr.
Sailesh Patel, Director DEE ,
Anand Agriculture University
saying that 'India uses much
lower amount of Pesticides than
other developed countries. So
the myth about overuse of
pesticides in Indian Agriculture
is not right. But he has also
emphasised on the need of
extensive Agri extension for
proper and judicious use of
pesticides and follow the norms
of good practices.
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Godrej Agrovet partners Provivi to foray
into biologicals crop protection market

]
Vishwanath Kulkarni
Bengaluru

Godrej Agrovet Ltd (GAVL)
is foraying into the biologic-
als space by partnering with
the US-based Provivi, a pro-
vider of pheromone-based
crop protection solutions.
Through this partnership,
GAVL will be introducing
two biological solutions to
control the vyellow stem
borer (YSB) in rice and the
dreaded fall army worm
(FAW) in maize.

From the 2028-29 crop-
ping season, GAVL will dis-
tribute Provivi's YSB eco-
dispenser, specifically de-
signed to control YSB in rice
and will hold exclusive com-
mercialization rights for the
FAW eco-dispenser targeting
Fall Armyworm in corn in In-
dia, said N K Rajavelu, CEO,
Crop Protection Business at
GAVL. “YSB and FAW con-
tinue to pose significant

NK Rajavelu, CEO, Crop
Protection Business at GAVL

threats to rice and corn
crops, driving up production
costs for farmers. With the
need for sustainable solu-
tions in today’s changing ag-
ricultural landscape, we’re
excited to partner with
Provivi to empower farmers
with innovative, eco-friendly
tools to manage these two
major pests. Our joint efforts
in Integrated Pest Manage-
ment aim to provide effect-
ive, environmentally con-
scious sustainable solutions
to protect rice and corn cul-
tivation,” Rajavelu said.
Provivi’s pheromone-
based technologies will

provide Indian farmers with
advanced, environmentally
friendly pest management
tools, supporting the liveli-
hoods of millions of growers
who depend on rice and corn
cultivation. Rice and corn are
key crops in India, playing
pivotal roles in national food
security and the economy.

As a major player in the
global rice market and a sig-
nificant producer of corn for
various industries — includ-
ing food, animal feed, and
manufacturing - India is
well-positioned to benefit
from innovations in sustain-
able pest management.

Rajavelu said the company
has been testing Provivi’s
products in India for the past
one year. The Provivi YSB
and FAW Eco-Dispensers are
developed using biodegrad-
able materials. The launch of
these new products will
strengthen the company’s
presence in the rice and
maize segments.

30% agri land at risk amid soil degradation

India needs for urgent measures to maintain soil quality for sustainable farming: AgriMin

B Govt distributed over

220 mn soil health cards hies g

Goals (SDGs) related to zero
hunger, climate action and

“We are producing more

to farmers than 330 million tonnes

India's land is
experiencing
degradation due
to rising fertiliser
consumption,

B Promoting micro irriga-
tion

B Focus on organic, natu-
ral farming methods

NEW DELHI

AGRICULTURE ~ Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesday expressed concern
over soil degradation af-
fecting 30 per cent of India’s
land and stressed the need
for urgent measures to main-
tain soil quality for sustain-
able farming.  Addressing
a global conference on soil
through video conferencing,
Chouhan said improving soil
health is crucial for achiev-
ing Sustainable Development

foodgrains annually and ex-
porting worth $50 billion.
This success however comes
with concerns, especially re-
garding soil health,” the min-
ister said.

According to Chouhan,
about 30 per cent of Indias
land is experiencing degra-
dation due to rising fertiliser
consumption,  imbalanced
use of fertilisers, exploita-
tion of natural resources
'n'l.]!d \\’T('I'Ig 5(!1' JIIEI]IJHE‘.‘]“CI]I
practices.

The minister highlighted
Varmous g(n-'ernmeul mi-
tiatives, including the dis-
tribution of more than 220
million soil health cards to
farmers and the promotion
of micro irrigation, organic

and natural farming meth-
ods. However, he emphasised
that more focused efforts are
needed, particularly in view
of rising temperatures, er-
ratic rainfall patterns and
climate change challenges.
A new programme on mod-
ern agriculture will soon be
launched to bridge the gap
between scientists and farm-
ers, Chouhan added.

Speaking at the event,
NITI Aayog member
Ramesh Chand questioned
the limited adoption of con-
servation agriculture and
zero tillage methods in India
and South Asia, despite their
successful implementation in
South American countries
like Brazil and Argentina.
While some NGOs and pri-
vate companies are promot-

imbalanced use of
fertilisers, exploitation
of natural resources
and wrong soil
management practices

ing regenerative agriculture
and natural farming, these
initiatives remain limited in
scope, Chand told the con-
ference, calling on the Indian
Soil Scientists Society (1S55)
to spearhead larger-scale so-
lutions. The conference was
attended by ICAR Director
General Himanshu Pathak,
Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers’ Rights Author-
ity Chairperson ‘Trilochan
Mohapatra, and 1858 Presi-
dent H Pathak.
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Agri dept seizes 300 bags of
fake fertilisers in Bikaner

Jaipur: The agriculture de-
partment on Sunday seized
305 bags of fake diammonium
phosphate (DAP) and other
items from an illegally run
warehouse at Mayur Vihar
Colony, Bikaner, under a spe-
cial quality control campaign.
The action was taken follo-
wing directives of Bikaner
collector Namrata Vrishni.
An official said that acting
on a tip-off, a team of agricul-
ture department raided the
warehouse and found 10 wor-
kers allegedly packaging 50
bagsof molassespotash, three
bags of Sagarika and 1,900
empty bags with two sewing
machines. “The warehouse
was running illegally in aren-
ted house. Fake DAP and other
materials were illegally kept
and packed. These weresold to

Fake diammonium
phosphate (DAP)
and other items
were seized from an
illegally run
warehouse at Mayur
Vihar Colony under a
special quality
control campaign

fertiliser shops at cheaper pri-
cestolurefarmers.”

According to sources, fake
fertilisers are sold in many
districts, and farmers get che-
ated with theattractive prices.
“These fake fertilisers are of
no use for crops. Genuine DAP
1s good to Keep the crops from
pests and other issues that ari-
se during changes in the sea-
son,” said the officer. Tnn

IN | CONVERSATION | Removal of fertilizer subsidy linked to global prices, says MD & CEO of Coromandel
Coromandel focused on domestic supply capacities

SANGEETHA G.
CHENMNAIL NOW. 20

Coromandel International
is focused on developing a
strong  fertilizer wvalue
chain amidst the disrup-
tions in the global market,
5. Sankarasubramanian,
MD & CEOQ, Coromandel
International sald In an
interview to Sangeetha G.

The government has
been reducing subsi-
dies for fertilizers. How
is this affecting the sec-
tor and your com,
The Government of

India’s  Nutrient-Based
Subsidy (NBS) policy
plays a vital role in keep-
ing fertilizers affordable.
The reduction in subsidy
rates for Kharif 2024 is
largely attributed to the
decline in global commod-
ity prices. The demand
fundamentals for the
industry remained strong.
The timely announcement
of subsidy rates and sub-
sidy payouts helped the
industry plan raw materi-
I|.'|:I:I oCirement

How are

strengthening Jrau.r

OUR CROP Protection and Bio-
pesticide products are sold in 80
countries. We are expanding in
Brazil and Southeast Asia, and have
established subsidiaries in the

Philippines and Vietnam.

5. SANKARASUBRAMANIAN, MD &
CEQ of Coromande! International

business in a reducing
subsidy scenario?

We have focused on
developing a strong fertil-
izer wvalue chain by
enhancing our raw mate-

rial sowrcing capabilities
and investing in back-
ward integration. Our
approach  to  reducing
import dependence has
led to the expansion of

A A

intermediate capacities,

Additionally, we have
entered mining opera-
tions in Senegal to secure
a steady supply.

Q& e availability of
rtilizers globally
has been a majfor issue
since the Russia-Ukraine
war. What was the
Jmpact of this on your
usiness?

Th.1=. Russia-Ukraine war
caused significant supply
chain disruptions, leading
to price wolatility and
shortages of key fertilizer
raw materials like potash,

phosphate, and ammonia,
Coromandel successfully
ran its plants at full capac-
ity, thanks to strategic
long-term  supply con-
tracts.

How do you see the
future of nano fertil-
izers in India?

The future of Nano DAP
in India is promising with
potential to replace con-
ventional fertilizers.

‘We have invested in our
R&D centre Monash
Academy at IIT Bombay
where Gromor Nano DAP
was developed.

F
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Unidentified disease hits ginger farmers
hard; experts unsure about cure

SOMWARPET, DHNS

armersin the Somwar-

pet region are losing

sleep over an unidenti-
fied diseasethat hasaffected
ginger.

Spurred by last year’s
promising prices, the farm-
ers had expanded the area
of cultivation. However, with
the falling prices already
causing distress, the onset
of anunusual disease has es-
calated their anxieties.

The crop withers within
aweek. The disease spreads
fast, The farmers, are un-
sure about how to contain
the disease. The disease
has been reported across
multiple villages including
Alur Siddapura, Ganaguru,
Gonimaruru, Abburukatte
and Banavara.

Last year, erratic rainfall
and drought caused signifi-
cant challenges to farmers.
Many farmers, having pur-
chased high-priced ginger
rhizomes at Rs 3,500- Rs
4,000 per quintal, resort-

_ Agl nger farm at Ganaguru aﬂ‘ected byan unldentlfleddlsease. DH PHDTD -

ed to extensive efforts to
preserve the crop. They
had managed to save their
crops. Now, with the disease
causing widespreaddamage,
farmers worrywhether they
wouldrecover evenafraction
of their investment.

Currently, gingeris priced
atRs 1,600 per quintal in the
market.

Kiran, a farmer from Ga-

naguru, said “The disease
has devastated our crops.
The plants are turning yel-
low. Farmers are already
bearing losses. We are now
staring atthe problem oflos-
ing our crop.”

He demanded that the
government urgently step
into supportginger farmers.

Horticulture department
assistant director Likhitha

said, “Scientists have sug-
gested thatthe disease might
be linked to climate change
orfungalinfections. Samples
have been sent to laborato-
ries for analysis. Until we re-
ceive the confirmation, it is
unclear astowhat preventive
measures or treatments can
be advised. Farmers will be
provided with proper guid-
ancein the coming days.”

SEA bats for adoption of GM oilseed crops

GOING AGAINST THE GRAIN. Association President Sanjeev Asthana favours GMOs to improve yield, narrow demand-supply gap

—
Cur Bureau

address this gap, the govern-

edible oil availability.

able oil industry.

Mangalury

The Solvent Extractors’ As-
sociation of India (SEA) has
said the adoption of genetic-
ally modified (GMO) crops
could revolutionise oilseed
productivity in the country.

In his letter to the mem-
bers on Thursday, Sanjeev
Asthana, President of SEA,
said India's oilseed produc-
tion is pm'wlcd to grow
from 35 milﬂion tonnes (mt)
to 45-50 mt by 2029-30, with
vegetable oil availability in-
creasing by 5-6 mt to 15-17
mt

However, consumption is
expected to reach 28-30 mt
at a 3 per cent growth rate,
potentially touching 32 mt
with 4 per cent growth.

The rising demand for
convenience foods, includ-
ing ready-to-eat and snack
foods, will further increase
edible oil consumption. To

ment has launched initiat-
ives, such as the National
Oilseeds Mission and the
Palm Oil Mission.

“Adoption of GMO crops
such as GMO rapeseed could
revolutionise oilseed pro-
ductivity much like GMO
cotton did in 2002. GMO ad-
option is vital for India’s
food security and should be
prioritised,” he said.

RAPEMEAL EXPORTS
Seeking support for the ex-
port of rapeseed meal, he
said India exported 22 lakh
tonnes of rapeseed meal in
2023-24, helping farmers
earn better prices.

However, exports fell by
25 per cent in April-October
2024 due to uncompetitive
pricing.

The association urged the
government togrant a 15 per
cent  export  incentive
through higher RoDTEP
(Remission of Duties and

GROWING OIL APPETITE. The rising demand for
convenience foods, including ready-to-eat and snack foods,
is increasing edible oil comsumption

Taxes on Exported
Products) rates, freight sub-
sidies, and interest subven-
tion.

This support will enhance

export competitiveness and
ensure that domestic rape-
seed prices stay above the
minimum  support  price
(MSP), thereby increasing

Stating that the govern-
ment had relaxed moisture
limits for soyabean procure-
ment from 12 per cent to 15
per cent to support farmers,
he said soyabean prices in
the market were still below
the MSP of T4,890 a quintal,
and were trading around
t4,200,

Full-scale procurement at
MSP in key States is crucial,
he said.

Additionally, reduced do-
mestic demand for soyabean
meal due o DDGS (dried
distillers grain solids) substi-
tution in feed and low inter-
national prices have further
pressured the market.

Mentioning  that  milk
prices had not decreased
despite the ban imposed on
ﬂ'u.-PCI export  of m-uﬂcd
ricebran in  July 2023,
Asthana said the ban had
caused prices to plummet
from T17,000 to 10,000 a
tonne, harming the veget-

DERIVATIVES BAN

On the ban on futures trad-
ing in certain commodities,
he said the suspension of fu-
tures trading in commodities
such as mustard seed, sova-
bean and crude palm oil
since 2021 had affected price
discovery mechanisms.

The association urged
SEBI and the Finance Min-
istry to lift the suspension,
emphasising that futures
trading aids farmers, in-
dustry and trade without es-
calating prices. He said the
domestic oleochemical in-
dustry faces severe chal-
lenges due to largescale im-
ports of soap noodles at nil
duty from South-East Asia.

SEA has recommended
either placing these imports
under the restricted items
list or imposing anadditional
25 per cent duty to safeguard
domestic oleochemical man-
ufacturers, he added.
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Abdullah bats for organic farming
to increase farmers’ income

Improving production of agriculture-related items will propel exports

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah has called for the promotion of
organic farming in order to increase
the income of farmers.

Addressing the inaugural func-
tion at the agricultural summit and
Kisan Mela organised by the Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agriculture
and Technology (SKUAST) here,
Abdullah said: "It is important to
promote organic farming in order to
increase the income of our farmers."

Appreciating that the SKUAST
Jammu and also the SKUAST Kash-
mir have made a lot of progress, he
said, "We must try to improve pro-
duction of agriculture-related items.
We can export these items if we im-
prove our production and through
agricultural exports, our economy
can see a huge boost. You will find
factories in some places while other
places will have tourist destinations,

Ay e
The Chief Minister assured
all governmental support to
the SKAUST in its mission

to increase agricultural
production

but farmers are found everywhere."
Going further, he said, “Unfortu-
nately, our farmers are not getting
due attention. Our focus is on other
sectors as agriculture and its allied

sectors remain neglected. We can
make a lot of economic progress if
we give due attention towards agri-
culture and allies sectors. At present,
we are forced to import everything
right from milk to meat. We must
try to provide adequate financial
backing to farmers."

He lamented that children of the
country’s farmers don't want to be
farmers as they are not getting good
profit.

"It is the duty of SKAUST Jammu
and SKAUST Srinagar to ensure
that farmers get all updates about
climate. Agriculture is facing many
challenges, there is less snowfall
now. Global warming is another big
challenge for farmers," he said.

On a positive note, Abdullah said
that the Basmati rice of R.S. Pura
and the Rajma beans of Jammu are
famous all over.

Nod to X2,481-cr natural farming mission

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, November 25

THE UNION CABINET on Mon-
day approved a national mis-
sion to promote natural farm-
ing with an outlay of ¥2,481
crore, aimed at reducing the
usage of chemical fertfliser and
improving soilhealth.

The centre will have a share
of 1,584 crore and states’con-
tribution would be ¥897 crore
till the end of the 15th Finance
Commission (2025-26). In the
next two years, the National
Missionon Natural Farming will

be imple-
mented across
15,000 gram

MNational Mission on
Natural Farming will
cover 10 million

areas with a
prevalence of
farmers already

nchavat clus- ractising nat-
ItJ:rs tha}i;awould farmers across 15,000 E[al far;gning,
cover10 million panchayat clusters state rural liveli-
farmersandini- s hood missions,
tiate natural and Farmer Pro-

farmingin 750,000 hectare.
Accordingtoan official note,
the missionisbeinglaunchedas
ashifttoscientificallyrevive and
strengthen agriculture practices
towards sustainability, climate
resilience and healthy food for
farmer families and consumers.
“Preference will be given to

ducer Organisations,"an official
statement said. In addition,
10,000 bio-input resource cen-
tres will be set up to provide
farmers with easy access to
ready-to-use natural farming
inputs. The missionwill support
farmers to reduce input cost of
cultivation and dependency on

externally purchased inputs.
Natural farming will maintain
healthysoilecosystems.

Atal Innovation Mission

extended till March’28
The Cabinet approved the con-
tinuation of its flagship initia-
tive, theAtal Innovation Mission
(AIM), for the period up to
March31,2028 andallocateda
budgetof¥2,750 crore AIM 2.0
is astep towards"Viksit Bharat”
thataimsto expand,strengthen
and deepen India's already
vibrant innovation and entre-
preneurshipecosystem.
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Dhanuka in pact with Bayer to
acqulre two active ingredients

UI.II' Bureau
Bengaluru

Agri input maker Dhanuka
Agritech has signed an agree-
ment to acquire the interna-
tional rights to active in-
gredients Iprovalicarb and
Triadimenol, invented by
Bayer AG.

Iprovalicarb is a fungicide
from the carboxylic acid
amines class, used for dis-
ease management caused by
oomycetes species in horti-
culture crops.

Triadimenol is used in
seed treatment for cereals
and cotton as a solo formula-
tion and as a part of multiple
treatment seasonal pro-
gramme in coffee as a pre-
mix. Triadimenol is a SBI
class-1 demythalation inhib-
itor triazole fungicide to
control various diseases.

EXPANDING FOOTPRINT
With this acquisition, Dha-
nuka plans to expand i

As part of the
deal, Dhanuka
Agritech will get
all the rights for
manufacturing and
sale of Iprovalicarb
and Triadimenol in
over 20 countries

footprint in more than 20
countries, including the re-
gions of Latin America,
Europe, Middle East, Africa
and Asia, including India, the
company said.

As part of the deal, Dha-
nuka Agritech will get all the
rights for manufacturing and
sale of Iprovalicarb and Tri-
adimenol in more than 20
countries.

Dhanuka will acquire the
global rights to the associ-
ated brand Melody (for
Iprovalicarb) with  sub-
brands like Melody Duo,
Melody Compact, Melodika

and others. The financials of
the deal were not disclosed.

As part of the agreement,
the companies have agreed
on a transition plan that al-
lows Dhanuka to provide
seamless service, ensuring
no disruption for growers
and customers globally. Fur-
ther, Dhanuka will be shift-
ing the manufacturing of at
least one of the products to
India, leveraging the capabil-
ities of its manufacturing
unit at Dahej, Gujarat.

The agreement  will
strengthen Dhanuka’s mar-
ket position by providing a
jump to both the topline and
bottomline by selling its
products in India and global
markets.

“Dhanuka is excited to
embark on this journey with
Bayer AG as we expand our
footprint in these key mar-
kets.  This  agreement
strengthens our market
presence,” said Harsh Dha-
nuka, Executive Director,
Dhanuka Agritech.

What is Centre’s new mission to promote natural farming?
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Centre spent3,623 crore
on crop residue mgmt since
2018: Environment minister

NITIN KUMAR
Newv Delhi, 26 November

Since 2018, the Centre has spent3,62345 crore
on crop residue management in Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, with %1,681.45
crore allocated to Punjab, the highest among
the states, Union Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Kirti
Vardhan Singh said in the Lok Sabha.

The funds have been used to subsidise crop
residue management machinery and set up
custom hiring centres (CHCs) to curb stubble
burning and promote sustainable practices,
the minister told the Lower House on Monday.

Over 3 lakh machines have been distrib-
uted, including 4,500 balers and rakes for col-
lecting paddy straw for ex-situ utilisation, he
said. After Punjab, Haryana received ¥1,081.71
crore, UP was allocated ¥763.67 crore, NCT of
Delhi %6.05 crore, and Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) got ¥83.35 crore.

In 2018, the Ministry of Agriculture &
IFarmers Welfare launched a scheme aimed at
supporting the purchase of crop residue man-
agement machinery and establishment of
CHCs in NCT of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, and
UP for in-situ management of paddy straw. In
2023, the ministry revised the scheme’s guide-
lines to enhance support for establishing a crop
residue/paddy straw supply chain, providing
financial assistance for the capital cost of
machinery and equipment. In collaboration
with state authorities and key stakeholders,
including Punjab, Haryana, UP, Rajasthan, and

FUND BREAK-UP

Statelorganisation  Amount* (% crore)

Punjab 1,681.45 I
Haryana 1,081.71 N

Uttar Pradesh 763.67 INEGN

ICAR 83.351

NCT of Delhi 6.05 |

*since 2018

NCT of Delhi, along with agencies like Isro,
ICAR, and the Indian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI), the government has launched
a comprehensive action plan to address the
widespread issue of crop residue burning.

To manage crop residues directly in the
fields, the government has allocated crop resi-
due management (CRM) machinery, essential
for effectively handling paddy straw. It has also
introduced high-yield, short-duration paddy
varieties as substitutes for PUSA-44.

The government has mandated the use of
Super Straw Management Systems with com-
bine harvesters, which chop and evenly spread
thestraw across the fields, eliminating the need
for burning. Additionally, the use of bio-
decomposers developed by [ARTisencouraged
to naturally decompose paddy straw, convert-
ing it into a valuable fertiliser.

On the ex-situ front, the government is
focusing on alternative ways to manage and
utilize paddy straw.
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CBIC sets one-year timeline to complete commercial
intelligence probe against exporters, importers

—
Shishir Sinha
Mew Delhi

To facilitate ease of doing
business, the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes & Custom
(CBIC) has set a timeline of
one year to complete invest-
igation into tax evasion by ex-
porters/importers. It has also
asked senior management,
such as CEOs, CFOs, general
managers, of large companies
or PSUs to not issue sum-
mons at the first instance.
This direction is part of the
new guidelines pertaining to
investigation of commercial
intelligence/fraud (CI) cases.
These are distinet from the
category generally referred to
as outright smuggling cases.
“Since import and export
of goods is also connected
with doing business, the ap-
proach in investigating CI

cases must be in line with
ease of doing business,”
stated a CBIC communica-
tion to field formation dated
November 1.

According o the
guidelines, the Commis-
sioner is responsible for de-
veloping and approving any
intelligence,  investigation
and its completion within
herfhis jurisdiction. “Every
investigation must be initi-
ated only after the Commis-
sioner’s approval,” the com-
munication said.

Further, before initiating
an investigation, the intelli-
gence inputs and relevant as-
pects need to be appropri-
atelyanalysed.

This includes cross check-
ing with available dara, tech-
nical literature, prevalent in-
dustry  practice, judicial
pronouncements,  extant

legal framework, precedence,
among others.

INFO COLLECTION

The guidelines call for col-
lecting details before an in-
vestigation i initiated,
thereby minimising interface
with  exportersfimporters.
“Even after the initial de-
cision to conduct an investig-
ation has been made by the
Commissioner, the general
principles of ease of doing
business must be kept in
mind,” it said. It advised that
the time frame specified for
appearance or producing in-
formation should be in line
with the communication of
the letter/summaons.

“In case of CI matters, let-
terfsummons should disclose
the specific nature of inquiry.
Vague or general expression
must be avoided,” noted the

CBIC statement
further underscored
the need to record
the absence of
evidence, if nothing
objectionable was
found, following the
conclusion of an
investigation

communication. A statement
recorded under summons
will need to be uploaded on
the same e-file on which ap-
proval was granted. Similarly,
outcome of searchfinspection
conducted, including panch-
nama or mahazar (when re-
corded), will also be up-
loaded. The e-file should be
submitted to the additional
or joint commissioner within

Farmers urged
to use fertilisers
judiciously

Chandigarh: Stressing that
excessive usage of fertilisers
reduces land fertility, Punjab
assembly speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan on Sunday
urged thefarmerstouse fertili-
sers as per expert-recommen-
ded quantities during the up-
coming wheat sowing season.

Sandhwan advised mini-
mising urea use and utilising
DAP fertiliser as prescribed by
theexperts, citingthe NPK asa
phosphorus substitute. He sa-
id other bio fertilisers could al-
sobeused.

The speaker said in situ
management of paddy straw
increased soil fertility

Healsosaid theagriculture
department had formed vario-
us teams to prevent forced sa-
les of unnecessary products
with the DAP by the dealers.

Sandhwan praised the far-
mers who avoided the practice
of stubble burning and encou-
raged others to join the eco-fri-
endly campaign. He said
farmers could contact Veer
Kisan Call Center at toll-free
No. 18001801551 for more
information.

FTIm NEW DELHI

Illdtu.'& export
competitiveness has
witnessed healthy gains in
multiple sectors particularly
petroleum, gemstones,
agrochemicals and  sugar
during the last five years, as
these segments have increased
their share in global trade,
according to the commerce
minkstry data.

The other sectors where the
share of Indias exports has
increased during 2018 and
2023 are electrical goods,
prieumatic tyres, taps and
valves, amd semiconductor
devices,

The ministry data analysis
showed  that  petreleum
exports rose o USD B4.96
hilfirm in 2023, with Indias
market share surging to 12.59
per cent last vear from 6.45
per cent in 2018, positioning it
as the second-largest global
exporter. I was ranked (ifth in
2018,

In the precious and semi-
precious stones segment, the
country’s share in global
shipments has soared o 36.53
per cent last year from 16.27
per cent in 2008, It has
propelled the country to the
top position in the category,
with exports reaching USD
1.52 hillion in 2023 fram US1
026 billion in 2018,

It was at the sccond spot in
2018

Similarly, in canme or beet
sugar, the country’s outbound
shipments have more than
qumimpl-:d m USD 172
billion from USE 0.93 billion
in 2018,

India has achieved
tremendous  growth in the
export of cane or beet sugar,
with its global market share
increasing from 4,17 per cent
in 2018 to 1221 per cent in

2023,
“As the world’s second-largest
exporter of sugar, Indias
success can be attributed 10
both favourable agricultural
policies  and  its  strong
production base,

The country has capitalised
on the growing global
demand for sugar, especially
in regions like Southeast Asia
amd Africa,” an official said.
India’s share of the global
market for insecticides and
fungicides has also shown
healthy improvement.

The country increased its
global share from 8.52 per
cent in 2018 to 10.85 per cent
in 2023, with exports reaching
USD 4.32 billion.

India’s ability to meet
international agricultural and
environmental standards and
its emphasis on innovation in
agrochemicals have led to this
improvement, the official said.
India is now the third-largest
exporter globally against the
Sth position in 2018, the data
showed,

Further, the country’s pasition

four working days from the
date of statement, comple-
tion of search/inspection.

The communication ad-
vised against keeping invest-
igation pending. Moreover,
the closure report, con-
sequent to appropriate pay-
ment of government dues by
the person concerned, should
also not be delayed.

“Timely action in these
stages are all part of prevent-
ive vigilance to ensure that
there is no room for malprac-
tices,” it said. The statement
further underscored the need
to record the absence of evid-
ence, if nothing objectionable
was found, following the con-
clusion of an investigation.
The Commissioner has also
been advised to meet the im-
pOrter or exporter in case a
reasonable grievance
persists.

India sees significant gains in export
competitiveness across key sectors

in the global market for
rubber pneumatic tyres has
also  strengthened,  with
exports growing to USD 2.66
billion in 2023 from USD 1.82
billion in 2018,

India now holds a 331 per
cent share of the global
market, up from 2.34 per cent
in 2018, and the country has
moved up 1o the eighth
position globally from 13th in
2018, indicating the rising

demand for Indian-
manufactured tyres,
particularly  in  emerging
markets.

The data also showed that
exports of semiconductors
and  photosensitive  devices
have increased from a mere
USD 0.16 billion in 2018 o
USD 1.91 billion in 2023, with
the countey’s share in the
world market rising to 1.4 per
cent, and the country now
ranks ninth globally
compared to 25th in 2018.

This underscores  India’s
potential to become a key
player  in  the lobal
semiconductor supply chain,
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SOWING SEEDS OF FUTURE

The seeds industry in Bengal
has seen a notable
transformation over recent
vears, fuelled by increased
investment, government
initiatives, technological
advancements, shifting market
demands and the adoption of
digital platforms for production
and marketing

SarthalGtmesalindia.com

n the 202425 state budget, Rz 22,630 crore

was allocated to agriculture and allied ac-

tivithes, encouraging seed industry players

ta enhanee production capacities and boost

exports from Bengal, which leads in rice
production and ranks second in potate produoc-
tion nationwide. The seeds market in Bengal is
currently valuwed between Rs 400-500 crore. Local
industry players are seeking imestments in cold
storage facilities, seed processing, and color coat-
Ing Backlities to support growth.

Seed production companies are increasingly
using digital platforms to provide formers with
wenither updates, pest and disense solutions,
andd erop protection tips, Additionally, they have
launched ecommerce channels to expand mar
hets beyord the state,

West Bengal's horticuliure erop production
stands st around 34.9 million tonmes, with vegeta-
ble seedd production being a significant part of the
state’s agriculiural oadput. Bengal is also a major
oilseed producer, alongside states like Eajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat,

According to Sudipia Ghosh, direcior of
Bankim Prosad Ghosh Seads Pvt Lad, technology
advancements like hybrid varieties, off-season
erogr growth, and advanced oilseed production
methods have driven growth, “Bengal has scen
an inerease in seed production, particulady in
allseeds, driven by both local consumption and
export demand. Mechanizatbon, such as drone us-
age for pesticide and fertilizer application, drip
Irrigation. mulching papers to reduce weedickdes
andd mechankeal harvesting. has improved produc

tivity and product quality™ said Ghosh,

With changing agro<limatic conditions and
pressures to maximise vields, Ghosh adided, “We
are working to develop and improve crop varie
ties that meet farmers’ nesds. Traditional germ-
plasms are restructured through genetic methods
and rigorous field selection to create new craop
varieties valwed for their taste and market prefer
T

Rice ks Bengal's only selfsustained erop for
see] production, with the state supplying seeds to
Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Assam, and Chhattis-
garh. For other crops, howover, Bongal's farmers
rely om seeds from other stades, noted Aok Mano.
lin, MDD and CEQ of Pan Seeds,

Market size of
Bengal's seids

Marodia said, “Farmers in Bengal are increns-
ingly purchasing hybrid sceds instead of using
home-saved soeds. These hybrids offer higher
vields and better disease resistance, particulary
for vegetables and malze. Farmers are also shift-
ing from rice and wheat to maize and musiard
during the Rabi season for botter returns.” Maro-
dia added, “0ur focus is to develop climate-resil-
ient products, and we plan 1o expand inbe maize
sl and extend our reach 1o Karnataka and Ta-
mil MNadu.*

Agro-companies are relocating paddy seed
produetion to Bengal from Telangana, with 50/%-
80% of production now within the stabe. These
companies are also invesfing in mesearch and

» The state Budget for 224-25 has.
allocated T22,620 crore towards
agriculture and allied activities

tonnes
industry
» Local players in the seeds

industry
are looking for investments in development
of cold storage facilities, seeds processing

and colour coating facilities in the state

development to mprove sesd quality for exporis.
Bharat Nursery Pyt Lid, established in 1918, has
R&D facilities in Santoshpur and ah,
while its sister company. Jvoti Biotech Pyt Lid,
also contributes to R&D and seed production,

Arifit Ghosh, executive in research and de-
velopment and presidemt of the Seedsmen As-
sociation of Bengal, explained, “Earlier, compa-
nies relied heavily on Telangana for paddy seed
procurement, but they now produce seeds within
Bengal, increasing hybrid vegetabde seed produc-
tion for export (o Bangladesh, the Philippines, the
Mlichdlbe East, and Europe.”

Agrocompanies are now producing paddy
sepdds in Midnapore, Birbhum, and Bankura to
supply eastern India, said Ghosh. *In addition to
paddy; we produce mustand, pulses, and vegetable
soodds on a larpe scale, and hybrid varieties now
make up 70%-80% of tomatoes, cauliflowers, caly
bages. broceoll, amd kohlrabl in the state.”

Bengal's seedl sector 5 witmessing strong
wrowth as awareness of quality seeds rises, driv-
ing the seed replacement ratio to around 40%,
noted Sushmita Row, director of UACI Seeds amd
Biatech Pyt Led, However, the ndustry fees chal
lenges from spurious and unreglstered seed com-
panies that sometimes sell substandard products,
impacting yields and quality

“For the seed industry; elimate change remains
a major challenge,” said Row “The unpredictable
monsoon, especially during the Kharil season,
complicates decizions about seed varietbes, often
resulting in stock imbalances. Untimely rain or
adverse conditions can also affect seed quality We
have technieal manufacturing and seed process-
ing units meross five locations in Indie.”

World Bank to support climate
resilient agri-value chain project

Times News NETWORK

T'puram: The World Bank's
board of executive directors,
in its meeting on Oct 31, app-
roved the Kerala Climate Re-
silient Agri-Value Chain Mo-
dernization (KERA) Project.
Thisnew programmeaimsto
support farmers in Kerala to
adapt to climate change and
promote agri-entrepreneurs
to market value-added pro-
ducts. The total project cost
will be Rs 2,365.5cr, of which
the WB fund will be Rs
1,655.85cr, and the state govt
share will be Rs 709.65¢cr

As the leading producer
of spices such as cardamom,
vanilla, and nutmeg, Kerala
accounts for about 20% of In-
dia’s total agri-food exports.
However, climate change is

GREEH BEGINNIHGS The total
project cost will be Rs 2,365.5
crore, of which World Bank will
provide Rs 1,655.85 crore and
state govt will provide the rest

impeding these achieve-
ments. Natural disasters like
floods and forest fires, as well
as challenges in reaching
broader markets, have been
impacting farmer house-
holds.

The KERA project will
help strengthen the resilien-

ce of the state’s agricultural
sector to climate change.
“The govt intends to imple-
ment this project in the next
five years,” said agriculture
minister P Prasad.

About four lakh farmers
will benefit through better
access to climate-smart prac-
tices. These include replan-
ting climate-resilient varieti-
es of coffee, cardamom, and
rubber, and helping expand
Kerala's food parks intorural
areas. These parks will have
essential infrastructure such
as water, power, and waste
management to support agri-
businesses in food proces-
sing and value-added pro-
ducts.

“This project will further
infuse private sector invest-
ment and integrate agricul-

tural value chains for the be-
nefit of farmers and SMEs,”
said Auguste Tano Kouame,
World Bank's country direc-
tor for India, in a statement.
Moreover, it will support ag-
ri-based SMEs — especially
women, who currently own
only 23% of MSMEs in the
state — to gain access to com-
mercial finance by providing
training for business plans
and strengthening their com-
mercial viability, said Koua-
mé. The project also aims to
form productive alliances
between farmer groups and
agribusinesses. The allian-
ces will help strengthen the
linkages between producers
and buyers, with the public
sector playing a facilitating
role. In addition, it will incu-
bate agri-tech startups.
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Crystal Crop buys
|&B Seeds to

expand seed biz

NEW DELHI: Agrochemical
firm Crystal Crop Protection
on Monday said it has ac-
quired Bengaluru-based I1&B
Seeds as it seeks to strengthen
its position in India’s vegeta-
ble and flower-seed segment.
“The deal has been fully ex-
ecuted with shares purchased
from two major sharehold-
ers. The share transfer was
completed last week on the
day of Diwali,” Crystal Crop
Protection Managing Direc-
tor Ankur Aggarwal told
PTI. The company, however,
did not disclose the deal
amount. The acquisition was
funded through internal ac-
cruals and marks Crystal
Crops fifth purchase in the
seeds business and twelfth
overall. “This acquisition will
contribute 30 per cent to our
Rs 400 crore seed business,”
Aggarwal said, adding that
the company will retain 1&B
Seeds’ flagship brands ‘In-
dus’ and ‘SPS. India’s flower
and vegetable seed market is
valued at over Rs 600 crore.
The integration is expected

to be completed within six
months.

GeM launches 170 seed categories to
simplify access of seeds to farmers

The roll out of these new categories is a part of Government e-Marketplace's
broader strategy to promote category-based procurement through the portal

Quality Agri Seeds|

® Newly populated
categores can be
procurned by Central,
State PSUs.

® Move aims to reduce
time consumed in
tendeding processes,
stimulate transparency

® 108 vareties were meant
for 61 crops which
Include 34 field crops, 27
horticultural crops

NEw DELH

THE Government e-Market-
phace (GeM) o Monday said
it has revamped and intro.
duced 170 seed categories on
the portal 1o simplify acoess te
quality agricultural and horti-
cultare seeds for farmers

“Created ahead of the up-
coming crapping season, the
newly populated categories
featwre nearly 5,000 seed vari-
eties that can be procured by
Central and State PSUs and
other governing bodies for

the coutry] according 1o an
official statement isued on
Monday.

Created  afier  consuliatkon
with stakeholders including
state seed corporations and
research  bewlies, seed cal-
ut;urin on GeM |\ur|.|| offer
a ready framework for seed
PrOCUrEnient,  iCOTPOTAting
the extant rules & regulations
y Government of India and
MECCSSArY parametors, casing
the entire process for procur-
ing autharities.

The roll ot of these pew
categories is a part of Gells
broader strategy 1o promuole
category-based  procurement
theough the pomal With an
emphasis on increasing, ef-
fickency, the move aims to

p—_--l‘—:'."':"n-- _M*:- '-l %
wiy o't
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tendering processes, stimulate
Lranspasency
ability in government pro
curerment. while facilitating
Increased participation of sell-
ers gross the country.

“We invite sellers 1o leverage
these new seed categories and
list their offerings to partici-
pate freely in government ten-
ders. We also encourage seed
corporations and state bodses
to wtilise these new cabegories
for cost-effective procurement
of quality seeds” said Rali
Ehare, Dhepury CEC, GeM.
Frime Minister Narendna
Muoxdi had released 109 high-
vielding, climate resilient and
biofortified varieties of crops
in August this year as part of
the Centres strategy to in-

and account-

enhance famers incomes,
The new seeds were released
at the India Agricultural Re-
search [nstigute in the nation-
al capital where he also inter-
acted with the farmers and
sclentists on the occaskon.
These 109 varieties  were
meam for 61 crops which
include 34 field crops and 27
horticultural crops. Among
the field crops, seeds of vari
aus cereals including millets,
forage crops, oilseeds, pulses,
sugarcane and colion were
released,

Among the horticuliural
crops, different varicties of
fruits, vegetable crops, plan-
tation  crops, tuber crops,
spices, fhowers and medicinal
crops will be redeased.

The Prime Minister high
lighted the imponance of
sustainable  farming  and
adoption of climate resilient
methodologies. He has also
emphasised on  prometing
the bigfortified varieties of
crops by linking them with
the several government pro-
grammes like Med-Day Meal,
Anganwadi, efc., to make In-

Mohali fertilizer dealers

warned against mal

Times News NETwork

Mohali: Mohali fertilizer
dealers have received a stern
warning against hoarding,
overcharging or mandatory
bundling of additional agri-
cultural inputs. The war-
ning was issued by deputy
commissioner Aashika Ja-
in.

She cautioned the fertili-
zerdealers regarding string-
ent legal consequences if
discovered hoarding, over-
charging or compelling pur-
chase of other agricultural
inputs with Di-Ammonium
Phosphate (DAP) fertilizer.
She also instructed the agri-
cultural officials to conduct
stock verification of dealers
alongside administrative of-
ficials.

Instructions  mandate
each dealer to prominently
showcase fertilizer invento-
ry on a daily notice board. It
also urges farmers to utilise
Di-Ammonium Phosphate
(DAP) alternatives. The dis-
trict possesses 3033 MT of al-
ternative inputs stock.

Addressing the issue of
hoarding, overcharging or
mandatory bundling of agri-
cultural inputs with DAP fer-
tilizer, the deputy commis-
sioner instructed the chief
agricultural officer to scru-
tinise agriculture input dea-
lers’ inventories in the Mo-
halidistrict.

For representation

During a review meeting
on Tuesday with ADC So-
nam Chaudhary, chief agri-
cultural officer (CAO) Dr
Gurmail Singh and deputy
registrar (cooperative socie-
ties) Gurbir Singh Dhillon at
the DC office, Aashika Jain
instructed them to enforce
daily display of fertilizer
stock by dealers and coope-
rative societies.

Furthermore, dealers
must not overcharge for Di-
Ammonium Phosphate
(DAP)or mandate additional
input purchases. She in-
structed Agriculture Offici-
als to form inspection teams
with district administrative
officials for dealer verifica-
tion.

The DC stated that the
Mohali district maintained
3,033 MT alternative fertili-
zers stock, assuring far-
mers. They can utilise DAP

ractices

Instructions
mandate each
dealer to showcase
fertilizer inventory
on a daily notice
board. It also urges
farmers to utilise
DAP alternatives.
The district
possesses 3033 MT
of alternative
inputs stock

alternatives including NPK
(nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium), SSP (single su-
per phosphate), TSP (triple
super phosphate) available
locally.

She referenced Punjab
Agricultural University,
Ludhiana, soil scientists ad-
visory, noting DAP compri-
sed46% phosphorusand18%
nitrogen.

The DCelaborated that
Triple Superphosphate had
46% phosphorus, utilisable
in equivalent gquantity to
DAP, offering additional sul-
fur benefits, whilst NPK
10:26:26 contained 26% total
phosphorus, fulfilling crop
requirements whilst provi-
ding potash, absent in DAP.

She reassured farmers
regarding alleged DAP
“shortage”, highlighting
these efficacious, accessible
alternatives.
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Cabinet nod to open 254
new fertiliser sale centres

Govt To Reimburse Expenditure Upto Limit Of 21.72Cr For The Centres

Times News NETWORK

Bhopal: The state cabinet,
headed by chief minister
Mohan Yadav, on Tuesday
approved opening 254 new
fertiliser sale centres for the
kharif and rabi crops thro-
ugh 2024-25 to deal with the
demand for fertilisers from
farmers.

The cabinet decided that
the state govt will reimburse
the estimated expenditure
on human resources up to a
maximum limit of Rs 1.72
crore for setting up the 254
new fertiliser sales centres.

The council of ministers
decided to decommission fo-
urunitsof the Satpura Ther-
mal Power House, Sarni, un-
der the MP Power Genera-
ting Company Limited. Ex-
plaining the decision,
Deputy CM Rajendra Shukla
said, “Two power units of 210
and 200 MWs totalling 420
MWs and two more of 210
MW each totalling 420 MW
will be decommissioned.
These units have been opera-
ting for more than 40 years
and have completed their de-

- W i
State cabinet meeting headed by chief minister Moh

an Yadav on Tuesday

signated life. Hence, the cabi-
net has approved the decom-
missioning of these units,”
Shukla said.

Disposal of these decom-
missioned units will be done
by e-auction. Replacing the-
se units will be a 660 MW ult-
ra-supercritical unit, which
is known for its efficiency in
thermal power production,
the Deputy CM said.

A feasibility study will be
conducted by MP Power Ge-
nerating Company Limited
for setting up this new ultra-
supercritical unit.

In another important de-
cision, the council of mini-
sters approved increasing
the maximum age for the ap-

pointment of assistant pro-
fessors for medical colleges
from 40 years to 50 years. Ra-
jendra Shukla argued, “The-
re are multiple new medical
colleges being opened in the
state, and there is a require-
ment for more faculty mem-
bers for these institutions.
Keeping in mind the shorta-
ge of medical teaching staff,
the decision has been taken
to hike the maximum age for
the appointment of assistant
professors.”

The cabinet on Tuesday
decided to revive the previo-
usly dissolved MP Paramedi-
cal Council Act2000sincethe
Centre's rules for conduec-
ting paramedical courses

and examinations are still
pending before the National
Commission for Allied and
Healthcare Professionals.
Deputy Chief Minister Ra-
jendra Shukla argued that
the amendments in the para-
medical courses and exami-
nations have not been speci-
fied yvet, so the state has deci-
ded torevive its old rules and
re-appoint the state Parame-
dical Couneil so courses can
be conducted, and examina-
tions held.

Once the National Com-
mission sends its new set of
rules, the state Paramedical
Council Act will automati-
cally cease toexist.

In vet another decision,
the cabinet gave approval to
the project for computerisa-
tion of the offices of the Re-
gistrar of Cooperative Socie-
ties underthe centrally spon-
sored project "Strengthening
of Cooperatives through IT
Interventions” implemented
by the Union Ministry of Co-
operation. This will cost Rs
3.68 crore, of which 60% will
be borne by the Centre and
40% by the state.

Now, K'takarejects Punjabs substandard rice

2 weeks ago, samples to Arunachal Pradesh found to be of poor quality

RucHika M Knanna

TRIBUME NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 6

In a big blow to Punjab, sam-
ples of rice grown and sent
from the state to Karnataka
have been found to be
‘Beyond Rejection Limit
and thus unfit for human
consumption.

This is the second case of
rejection of rice grown in the
stateafter itwas sentto arecip-
ient state for public distribu-
fion. Two weeks ago, samples
of rice sent to Arunachal
Pradesh were found to be of
por quality and unfit for
human consumption.

As many as 26 samples of
fortified rice were collected by
teams sent by Ministry of

Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution from stor-
age depots and fair price
shops in Hubbali (Karnataka),

Of these, four samples have
been  declared ‘Beyvond
Rejection Limit’. The min-

Dver 7,000 bags weresent frorm Nabha to Hubbali REPRESENTATIONAL PIC

istry had asked for these
stacks — from which the
(rejected) samples were tak-
en— tobe replaced.

While 7,304 bags (3.568.837
quintals)were sent from Nab-
ha to Hubbali 2995 bags

(1,484 929 quintals) were sent
from Bhogpur in Jalandhar
district. Officials in Food Cor-
poratiocn of India (FCI) at
Patiala and Jalandhar divi-
sions have also been informed
about it and asked to replace
the stacks of rice whose sam-
ples were rejected because of
high damage to grains.

This rejection of rice grown
and procured from Punjab
has raised the hackles of rice-
shelling unit ocwners and
farmers in the state, who
smella “conspiracyin the sud-
den rejection of Purjab rice”.

Rajinder Singh Deepsingh-
wala, vice-president of Kirti
Kisan Union, said he feared
that the rice samples from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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