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China suspends exports of key fertilizers, again

RIPPLE EFFECT. The suspension, likely for 6 months, could lead to global shortage and a 10-15% increase in prices of the crop inputs

oo
Qur Bureau
Chenngi

China has suspended the ex
portofkey fertilizers, includ-
ing speciality ones such as
technical  monoammoenium
phosphate  (TAMP) and
urea-solution products such
as AdBlue, besides conven-
tional fertilizers like di-am-
monium  phosphate (DAF)
and urea from October 15.

Rajib  Chakraborty, Na
tional President, Soluble
Fertilizer Industry Associ-
ation  (SFIA), said the
Chinese suspension of the
key fertilizers will continue
until further notice and may
prolong for the next 5-6
manths.

“This couldlead toa 10-15
per <cent increase in the
prices of fertilizers due to
tight global supplics and un-
centainty in countries de-
pending on imports,” he said
inastatement.

The suspension of exports

of these speciality fertilizers
could have some impact on
India as China accounts for
95 per cent of these key crop
input impons, totalling 2.5
lakh tonnes annually, Of this,
60-65 per cent is imported
during the rabi scason.

NO SHORTAGE NOW

Currently, demand for the
rahi season is expected to be
met through supplies se-
cured wia pglobal rtrading
channels, though the prices
are likely to pressure to rise.

Specialty  fertilizers  in-
clude water-soluble feruil-
izers, micronutrients, and
nanc and biostimulant vari-
ants.

These are critical for im-
proving soil health, nutrient
absorption and the
ductivity of high-value crops,
such as truits and vegetables,

“There Iz no Immediate
shortage for the ongoing rabi
scason (October-March), as
adequate  supplies  have
already been secured by In-
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dian traders through global
sourees. Farmers are advised
w plan their fertilizer re-
quirements early and avoid
panic buying." Chakraborty
said.

The SFIA President said
India isalsoexploring altern-
ative supply spurces such as
South Africa, Chile and
Croatia to ensure continu-
ous availability,

India may have to worry if
the ban extends beyond
March 2026. Earlicr, China
had curbed, among other
commodities, the exports of

speciality ferilizers.

The ban was lifted follow-
ing a meeting between Ex-
ternal  Affairs  Minister §
Jaishankar and Chinese For-
cign Minister Wang Yion Au-
gust 1%, 2025,

EXPECTED MOVE

The decision helped case the
shortage of DAP, which India
was facing then. China, a
dominant supplier of global
agricultural inputs, halted
cxports of DAF since
mid-2023. It stopped ship
ments of specialty fertilizers

to India during May and June
this year, though exports to
other nations continued.

This led o a sharp decline
in global supply and pushed
up prices, affecting Indian
farmers during the kharif
sowing scason. Even as it lif-
ted the restrictions on ex-
ports, China indicaved that it
would reimpose the ban
from October.

According to the Agricul-
tural Monitor Information
System (AMIS) of the Food
and Agriculture Organisa-
tion, local traders refrained
from buying DAP in the In-
dian domestic market in
Seprember as farm-level off-
take was muted due to high
prices.

“India’s robust import de-
mand, a key driver in global
fertilizer markets, eased this
month (September). Mean-
while, increased fertilizer ox-
ports from China further
weighed on global prices.
m'!;hr.ltiu nﬂ'!’tﬁ"tilizcrﬁrs
relative to crop prices re-

mains elevated, in particular
for phesphorus and po-
tassium  fertilizers,” AMIS

said.

ALTERNATIVE SOURCES

Trade sources said that In-
dian importers rushed to se-
cure supplies after China lif-
ted the curbe, On the other
hand, global firms, 100,
looked at meeting India's
demand.

Analysts said thar no sub-
sidy is offered for these fer
tilizers. Over 1.5 lakh vonnes
of these technologically ad-
vanced fertilizers are impor-

ted  between  Jume
December.
While China typically

meets 80 per cent of India's
import demand during the
key June-December period,
importers turned to Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Russia and
Jordan thiz vear following
the ban. However, the sup-
plics from these countrics
couldn't bridge the demand-
supply gap.

India faces specialty fertiliser price

surge after China suspends exports

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India is prepar-
ing for higher fertiliser prices
ahead of the crucial rabi (win-
ter) crop season after China
suspended exports of urea and
specialty fertilisers from Octo
ber 15, a senior industry official
said on Tuesday,

China, which had only
recently resumed fertiliser
exports from May 15 to Octo-
ber 15 with increased inspec-
tions, has now suspended the
export window until further
notice, affecting not just India
but global markets as well.

The suspension covers spe-
cialty fertilisers like TMAP
{Technical Monoammonium
Phosphate) and Urea-solution
products like AdBlue, as well as
conventional fertilisers such as
DAP and urea.

“China has closed the

China has closed the export window
India but the entire world market

export window from Octo-
ber 15 not only for India but
the entire world market” Sol-
uble Fertilizer Industry Asso-
ciation (SFIA) president Rajib
Chakraborty stated.

IFIE NMLAGE

“I believe the export sus-
pension will be for the next 5-6
months,” he said.

India imports about 95 per
cent of its specialty fertilis-
ers, including phosphates like

HIGHLIGHTS

believe the export
suspension will be
for the next 5-&
maonths,” Fertilizer
Industry Association
[SF1A) president Raijila
Chokraborty said

» India imports about
25 per cent of its

TMAP and emission-control
fluids like AdBlue, from China.

Chakraborty said specialty
fertiliser prices, already at
abnormally high levels, could
rise 10-15 per cent due 1o the

Chinese export curbs.

India consumes around
250,000 tonnes of specialty fer-
tilisers annually, with 60-65 per
cent used during the rabi sea-
som, which runs from October
to March.

The industry official said
meeting demand for the ongo-
ing rabi season would not be a
problem as traders have already
secured supplies available
through global trading agen-
cies, though prices would be
affected.

“If Chinese export curbs
continue beyond March 2026
then it would be a concern,”
Chakraborty said, adding that
the rabi season may extend
until March this year due to
better water availability.

India has aliernative supply
sources including South Africa,
Chile and Croatia, but only for
one or two products, he added.
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[ISc team boosts pesticide efficiency

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: When farmers spray
pesticides on crops, much of them
never stick to the leaves. Because
most plants have waxy and water-
repellent surfaces, water droplets
either roll away or bounce off. This
not only reduces the effect of pesti-
cides but also leads to soil and water
contamination. Scientists at Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) have now
found a way to make pesticide spra-
vs stick better using what they call
“liguid marbles”.

Ligquid marbles (LMs) are tiny
water droplets covered by a thin lay-
er of hydrophobic particles. This
coating keeps the droplets from
spreading orevaporating too quick-
ly. The idea was first used in labora-
tories for chemical and biochemi-
cal experiments, butateamat I1Sc’s
Centre for Nano Science and Engi-
neering (CeNSE) saw a new use for
itinagriculture.

The group was led by Prosenjit

Pic for representation

Sen, associate professor at CeNSE,
and included Rutvik Lathia, a for-
mer PhD student who is now at Max

Planck Institute for Polymer Rese-
arch. “Around 50% of the pesticides
are wasted becausedroplets bounce
off leaves. Our method allows more
of the pesticide to stay on the
plant,” said Lathia.

The team made LMs by rolling
small droplets of water over beds of
hydrophobic particles. They first
tried materials such as glass beads
and Teflon, but those were harmful
to plants. So, they turned to organic
alternatives such as lycopodium, a

Liquid marbles are tiny water
droplets covered by a thin
layer of hydrophobic particles.
This coating keeps the
droplets from spreading or
evaporating too quickly

plant-based powder, and zein, a pro-
tein found in corn. These biodegra-
dable materials were found to be safe
and more effective. The team tested
LMs on rose leaves coated with Te-
flon tomimic natural waxy surfaces.
High-speed imaging showed the
marbles stuck well and lost more
energy on impact.

The next step, Sen said, is to ma-
ke the process cheaper and scalable.
“We need to develop a mechanism to
create large numbers of LMs during
pesticide spraying.” The study was
published in the Journal of Colloid
and Interface Science.

New Australian research could help
boost yields, cut water, nitrogen use

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Australian researchers have
created tiny structures to
help supercharge photosyn-
thesis, potentially boosting
wheat and rice yields while
slashing water and nitrogen
use.

A media statement said
that researchers from Asso-
ciate Professor Yu Heng
Lau’s group at the University
of Sydney and Professor
Spencer Whitney’s group at
the Australian National Uni-
versity had spent five years
tackling the problem to make
plants fix carbon more effi-
ciently.

“The team engineered
nanoscale ‘offices’ that can
house an enzyme called Ru-
bisco in a confined space, en-
abling scientists to finetune
compatibility for future use

in crops, which should allow
them to produce food with
fewer resources,” the state-
ment said.

INEFFICIENT ENZYME

Quoting Taylor Szyszka
from the ARC Centre of Ex-
cellence in Synthetic Biology
and the School of Chemistry
at the University of Sydney,
the statement said: “Rubisco
is very slow and can mis-
takenly react with oxygen in-
stead of carbon dioxide,
which triggers a whole other
process that wastes energy

and resources. This mistake
is so common that important
food crops such as wheat,
rice, canola and potatoes
have evolved a brute-force
solution: mass-produce Ru-
bisco.”

In some leaves, up to 50
per cent of the soluble pro-
tein are just copies of this
one enzyme, representing a
huge energy and nitrogen ex-
pense for the plant. “It’s a
major bottleneck in how effi-
ciently plants can grow,”
Davin Wijaya, a PhD candid-
ate at the Australian Na-
tional University, who co-led
the study, said.

Early-stage trials at Aus-
tralian National University
aim to develop crops that fix
more carbon dioxide, boost-
ing yields while using less
water and fertilizer — cru-
cial as climate and popula-
tion pressures strain global
food systems.
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India, EFTA trade agreement
to come into force from today

India is offering 82.7% of its tariff lines or product categories, which
covers 95.3% of EFTA exports of which over 80% of imports are gold

OUR CORRESPOMDENT
NEW DELHI: The free trade

agreement between India and
the four-nation Furopean bloc
EFTA will come into force from
Wednesday under which New
Delhi has received an invest-
ment commitment of $100
billion in 15 years from the
grouping while allowing sev-
eral products such as Swiss
watches, chocolates and cut and
polished diamonds at lower or
zero duties.

The European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) members
are leeland, Liechtenstein, Nor-
way, and Switzerland. It was
signed on March 10, 2024,

Daimeatic tovimvers will
et access to high-quality Swiss
products such as watches, choc
olates, biscuits, and clocks at
lower prices as India will phase
oul customs duties under the
trade pact on these goods over
10 years.

The bloc committed an
investment of $100 billion —
550 billion within 10 years
after the implementation of
the agreement and another $50
billion in the next five years -
which would facilitate the cre-
ation of one million direct jobs
in India. This is a first-of-its-
kind pledge agreed upon in

Domestic customers

will get cccess to
high-quality Swiss
products such as
watches, chocolates,
biscuits, and clocks
at lower prices

Key Points

= Bloc committed an
investment of $100
billign — $50 billion
within 10 years after
implementation

of poct & another $50
billion in next five years
There i o provision in
pact, that if proposed
investments don't come
due 1o some reasons,
India con re-balonce,/
suspend duty concessions
» Sectors such s dairy,
soya, coal and sensitive
agriculiural products are
kept on e exchusion list

any of the trade deals signed
by India o far.

There is a provision in the
pact, officially known as Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA), that if the
proposed investments would
not come because of some rea-
sons, India can re-balance or
suspend the duty concessions
to the four countries.

India is offering 82.7 per
cent of its tariff lines or prod-
uct categories, which covers

95.3 per cent of EFTA exports
of which more than 80 per cent
of imports are gold.

Sectors such as dairy, soya,
coal and sensitive agricultural
products ane kept on the exclu-
sion list and there will not be
any duty concessions on these

5.

In the services sector, India
has offered 105 sub-seciors to
the EFTA like accounting, busi-
ness services, compuler ser-
vices, distribution and healih.

On the other hand, the
country has secured commit
ments in 128 sub-sectors from
Switzerland, 1 14 from Norway,
107 from Liechtenstein, and
110 from leeland.

Segments where Indian ser-
vices will get a boost include
legal, audio-visual. R&D. com-
puler, accounting, and auditing.

Further the pact would pro-
vide an opportunity for domes-
tic exporters to integrate into
EU (European Union) mar-
kets. Over 40 per cent of Swit-
zerland’s global services exports
are (o the EU. Indian compa-
nles can book o Switrerland as
a base for extending thelr mar-
ket reach 1o the ELL

a, Partner,
Delaite [ndia, said that as the
TEPA is now st to come into
force, the opportunities avail-
able to India align with each
member’s strengths.

“Swiss pharma and med-
ical devices can pair India’s
high-quality medical eco-sys-
temy; precision machinery and
industrial automation from
Switzerland and Liechtenstcin
can anchor Make in India sup-
ply chains; Norway can drive
green maritime, offshore wind,
digital ports and carbon man-
agement; and lecland’s rencw-

able power and geothermal
expertise can underwrite low
carbon compute and indus-
trial decarbonisation.” Did-
wania said.

TEPA was the 14th trade
deal that India has signed
with individual countries and
regional blocs. TEPA is the first
trade agreement with devel-
aped couniries from the Wiest-
ern Hemisphere.

This will be the fifth agree-
ment of the Modi-led gov-
ernment. India signed pacts
with Mauritius, the UAE, UK,
lks are at an
¢ with the US,
le, Mew Zealand

Indias exports to the EFTA
bloc rose by 1.22 per cent to
£1.97 billion in 2024-25 from
5194 billion in 2023-24,
Imports jumped to $22.44 bil-
lion in 2024-25 from $22.05
billion in 2023-24. The two way
trade stood at $24.41 billion in
the last fiscal. The trade gap is
in the favour of the bloc with a
$20.47 trade deficit in 2024-25,

The bj trading pari-
ncrn{[ndiﬁﬁhclﬂm‘ﬁ%wh-
zerland {exports $1.47 billien
and imports $21.8 billion in
2024-25), which already has
zero customs duties on almost
all indusirial goods.

Five more states to provide
digital identities to farmers

® 72 million IDs
created in 14
states so far

SAMDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 7

FIVEMORE STATES — Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu and
Kashmir — will join the gov-
ernment's flagship scheme
that seeks to provide unique
1Ds forfarmers.

According to  official
sources, 14 states have so far
provided over 7 2 million such
1Ds also referred to as Kisan
Pehchaan Patra.

The target is to issue 90
million such IDsbythe end of
FY26 and 110 million in
another one year, so that itis
easier for policymakers cap-
ture farmer demographic
profiles, landholdings, and
cropping pattems,

The facility is also
expected to enable states to
design targeted schemes.

Uttar Pradesh (14.7 mil-
lion), Maharashtra (11.8 mil-
lion), Madhya Pradesh (9.1
million), Rajasthan (7.8 mil-
lion) Gujarat (5.7 million),
Andhra Pradesh (4.5 million),
Tamil Nadu (3.1 million) and

AGRI PUSH

Top five states in terms of
farmers® digital IDs (in mn)

Uttar
Pradesh [ELA

Maharashtra
Madhya |
Pmde);h E-

Rajasthan m
Gujarat m

14
states

Telangana (3.1 million) lead
the issue of farmer IDs.

In 2025-26 under Agri-
Stack, the government has
made anallocation of 4,000
crore for developing farmer
registries, includinglegal heir
systems,and ¥ 2,000 crore for
conducting the digital crop
survey (DCS aimed at incen-
tivizing states to accelerate
theiradoption of digital tools.

Under AgriStack - data-

basesof Geo-referenced village
maps,crop sown registry and
the farmers registry IDs are
being created while 30 states
in principle haveagreed to cre-
ate these digital tools.

For crop output estimates,
DCS is being conducted across
18 statesand union territories
in the kharif season of 2025-
26,an official said,adding that
more states need to be
onboarded to conduct this
across the country.

At present, 29 states, with
the exception of West Bengal
and few UTs, have signed MoUs
orAgri-Stackimplementation.

“We have alsostarted using
the crop sown data under DCS
to verify whether the farmer
has grown the same crop as
claimed while taking loans
under the Kisan Credit Cards
andwhile applying forthecrop
insurance,” an official said.

With progress in farmers
digital identity IDs genera-
tion and digital crop survey
(DCS), the government has
started using these data for
providing a hosts of services
— direct cash transfer under
PM Kisan,digital agricultural
credit, benefits under Prad-
han Mantri Fasal BimaYojana
(PMFBY) and issuance of soil
health cards.
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Increasc agri credit to meet
rural demand: I'M to banks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Ballari, 17 October

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman hasurged rural banksto
increase agricultural credit dis-
bursement to meet the growing
demand of new rural India, while
reviewing the business performance
of Karnataka Grameena Bank
(KaGB) here.

According to an official state-
ment, Sitharaman chaired the meet-
ing, attended by Department of
Financial Services (DES) Secretary M
Nagaraju, NABARD Chairman Shaji
KV, and other senior officials from
the finance ministry on Thursday.

During the review, Sitharaman
assessed key indicators, including
credit growth, NPAs, financial inclu-
sion, and theimplementation
of government-sponsored
schemes by KaGB. She
advised the bank to
increase its share in
ground-level agricul-
ture credit disburse- t
ment, with special focus
on emerging areas of the
economy.

Sitharaman o

alsodirectedall
stakeholders
to take steps

b

to realise the potential of allied agri-
cultural activities in the region.
“KaGB and Canara Bank should
work closely with state government
departments to enhance credit dis-
bursement to the MSME and allied
sectors,” the statement said.
Referringtothe rationalisation of
GSTrates,shesaid it hasopened new
opportunities in rural areas due to
rising consumption, indicating
greater funding potential for banks.
She nudged rural banks to leverage
thisopportunity to meet credit needs
in semi-urban and rural regions.
Highlighting the capital needs
of Farmer-Producer Organisations
(FPOs), Sitharaman said,
“While their capital
requirements are often met by
development financial institutions
and government departments,
their working capital needs
should be fulfilled by
banks.” She emphasised
that rural banks should
upgrade products and
~ services to suit the con-
venience and demand of
FPOs, enabling both banks
and FPOs to leverage

resources for
mutual benefit
and sustainable

rural growth.
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WEF, Gol launch Al playbooks
for SMEs and agriculture

Developed with support of BCG X, these publications offer actionable

frameworks, sectoral roadmaps, and ecosystem models to harness Al responsibly

Al ROADMAP

® The Al White Paper
presents a two-part
framework, strategic &
operational

® It helps to integrate Al
into agriculture and
small business

u The playbook highlights
Al's potential to enhance
crop yields

® Unlock finance, improve
market access

® Analyse on-ground
pilot projects with
entrepreneurs,
policymakers

NEw DELHI

THE World Economic Forum,
in collaboration with the Gov-
ernment of India, on Wednes-
day launched AT playbooks for
SMEs and agriculture as well
as an Al sandbox white paper
to accelerate responsible Al
adoption in the country.
Developed with  support

from professional services
partner BCG X, these publica-
tions offer actionable frame-
works, sectoral roadmaps, and
ecosystem models to harness
Al responsibly, inclusively, and
atscale in India, the WEF said.

The playbooks highlight
Al's potential to improve pro-
ductivity, unlock finance, and
enhance market access and
have been designed through
extensive consultations, site
visits, field workshops and
analysing a multitude of on-
ground pilot projects with

entrepreneurs, policymakers,
industry leaders, technology
providers, and academic insti-
tutions.

The World Economic Fo-
rum'’s Centre for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution (C4IR)
India collaborated with the
Office of the Principal Scien-
tific Adviser to the Govern-
ment of India (PSA to GOI)
and the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) for these publica-
tions under the Al for India
2030 initiative. 'Future Farm-

ing in India, the Al playbook
for agriculture, provides an
actionable roadmap to bridge
the gap between Al's potential
and real-world impact for mil-
lions of farmers.

It introduces a comprehen-
sive strategy for scaling arti-
ficial intelligence to enhance
crop yields, mitigate climate
and pest risks, and improve
market access. Transform-
ing Small Businesses, the Al
playbook for SMEs in India,
provides a strategic roadmap
to address key challenges of
productivity, access to formal
credit, and market reach by
democratising AL

It introduces a structured,
cluster-based  approach to
adoption, featuring real-world
case studies and a clear frame-
work for implementation.
Small and Medium Enterpris-
es (MSMEs) form the back-
bone of India’s economy, con-
tributing 30 per cent to GDP,
employing over 23 crore peo-
ple, and accounting for nearly
half of the country’s exports.

Fertiliser imports soar 75%
in H1,urea surges 138%

SANDIP DAS
Mew Delhi, October 22

IN AMTICIPATION OF robust
demand on surplus mon-
soon and wintercrop sowing,
the imports of urea, di-
ammonium phosphate
(DAP) and NPK variants of
soil nutrients have surged in
the first half of the current
fiscal year. This signals the
government's keenness to
ensure adequate supply of
fertilisers next season.

In the last kharf season,
there were several reports of
shortage of urea, as the pro-
ductionand imports could not
match the demand, which
spiked over 5% on year.

According to  industry
sources, the total volume of
import of all varieties of fer-
tilisers—urea, DAP, NPK (nitro-
gen, phosphorus, and potas-
sium) and muriate of potash
(MOP)-rosebyover7 5%to11
million tonne (MT) during
April-Septemberof 2025-26
compared to same period in
the previous fiscal

Imports of urea and DAP
have soared by 138% and 9 4%

SOIL BOOST

Fertilizer import April-Sept, 2025-24

A import (in million tonne)
£% % change (y-o-y)

3.98 383

2138 A% | ¥

Urea DAP MoP  NPK

Ak

Fertilizer impert (in million tonne)

2021-22

2022-23

2023-24 2024-25

to 3.98 MT and 3.83 MT,
respectively in the first six
month of FY26 compared to
the same period in 2024-25,
Import of NPK variants of
s0il nutrients rose by over 83%
t02.02 MTinApril-September,
2025-26 on year while only
MOPFimportfellby 22%t01.19

MT in the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal

Sources said that the gov-
emment's fertiliser subsidy bill
for FY 26 could see a rise from
the budget estimates (BE) of Rs
1,67 lakhcrore,owingto asteep
riseinureaand DA Pprices since
the beginning of April.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delfii, 28 October

The Union Cabinet Tuesday
approved the proposal of the
Department of Fertilisers for
fixing the Nutrient Based
Subsidy (NBS) rates for the
Rabi Season 2025-26 on
Phosphaticand Potassic (P&K)
fertilisers,
Making Lhis announce ment
at a press conference, Union
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw
saidk "This decision aims to

fertilisers o famers a subsidised
and affordable prices.”

ensure the availability of

The budgetary requirement
for Rabi season 2025-26 is
approximately Rs 37952.29
crore, which is around Rs 736
crore more than the budgetary

Cabinet approves Nutrient-Based
Subsidy rates for Rabi Season 2025-26

requirement for Kharif season
2025,

The subsichy on P&K fertilisers,
including Di Ammonium
Phosphate (DAP) and NPKS
grades, willbe provided based
on approved rates for Rabi
2025-26 to ensure smooth
availability of these fertilisers
to farmers at affordable prices,

The government aims to
ensure the availability of
fertilisers o farmers at subsidised
affordable, and reasonable
prices. The rationalisation of
subsidy on P&K fertilisers will
be done in view of recent
trends in international prices
of fertilisers and inputs.

Agriculture varsity develops tech to create
Vitamin-D enrlched mushroom powder

Manav Mn.‘uan

THINLNE NEWS &3 RVRET

LITEYHIANA, GCTOBRER 11
Inacountry where Vitamin D
deficiency affects nearly 70
per cent of the population,
Punjab Agricultural Univer-
sity (PALT) has taken a major
step towards offering a natu-
ral, food-based solution, by
commercialising its Vitamin-
D enriched mushroom pow-
der technology.

Mushrooms, widely appre-
ciated for their flavour and
versatility, are also the only
vegetarian source of Vitamin
D. When exposed to ultravio-
let (UV) light or sunlight,

PAU has signed an memorandum of agreement with Gunu Kirpa Enterprises for production and marketing of mushroom powder,

their Vitamin D content can
merease up o 400 times,
making them a potent nutri-
tional source.

Recognising this potential,
PAU has developed a
process that converts UV-
treated button and oyster
mushrooms into a shelf-sta-
ble powder rich not only in
Vitamin D but also in pro-
tein, fibre and essential min-
erals such as iron, copper,
phosphorus, potassium, zine
and selenium.

The university has signed
a Memorandum of Agree-

ment (MoA) with Guru Kri-
pa Enterprises, granting
non-exclusive rights for the
production and marketing
of this innovative powder.
The agreement was signed
by Dr Ajmer Singh Dhatt,
director of research, and
Neetu Thapar from the
firm, in the presence of uni-
versity scientists and indus-
try representatives.

The technology was jointly
developed by Dr Sonika
Sharma, professor, Depart-
ment of Food and Nufrition,
and Dr Shammi Kapoor, for-

mer dean, College of Basic
Sciences. “This powder
offers a safe, natural alterna-
tive to synthetic supple-
ments, which often carry
risks of toxicity and side
effects,” said Dr Sharma.

“Tt's a food-based
approach to improving
serum Vitamin D levels in
deficient populations — with
long-term benefits and no
adverse effects.”

Dr Khushdeep Dharni,
associate director, Technolo-
gy Marketing and IPR Cell,
said the initiative was aimed

at realwarld impact. “This is
not just about mnovation —
it's about impact. We want
our technologies to reach
entrepreneurs and the public
alike," he noted.

He also highlighted the
economic seope of mush-
room processing. “There's a
glut of mushrooms during
the winter season, and
being highly perishable,
they often gotowaste. Value
addition through powder
processing  ensures  year-
round availability and bet-
ter revenue generation,” Dr

Dharmni added.

Dr Deepika Vig, coordina-
tor of research, College of
Community Science, and
Aadvik Thapar from the
firm were also present at
the signing.

As consumer preference
shifts towards functional
and natural foods, PAU's
Vitamin-D enriched mush-
room powder promises to
bridge the pap between
nutrition and sustainabili-
ty, while creating new
avenues for agri-based
entrepreneurship.
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Indian, Turkish researchers study how digital tools can transform agricultural productivity

FONLER NEWS SERVICE
1 v Desa

@F iy, agricutural Land and
Vi Wi e COPSLITI LI SOl -

~ tively shope tho noture of

Resparchers from the
National Instituie of
Tectmakoy (NIT) in Rourkela
and thi AZeibaijan SLate
Univorsity of Economics,
Turiey have studied insighis
on how digital ool and
reriewalhe ey can Lans.
form .1g|(uluaml oy tiv
Ity amd surstainability ww 27
dewveloping countries,
according to officials.

The research team has
conducted the study covor-
Inigy 27 dhoerelopiing countrios.
inchuding India, revealing
howe intermet use, mobile
connectivity, frenewable

Tood production in a rapadly-
changing world,

The findings of the
FERBATEN Rave BoeR plb
lishod in the prostigious
“Technology Analysis and
Strategic Management”
journal. According o
Mqrn:‘.nn Sothi, Professor
Department of Humansiies
and Soclal Sciences
NIT-Rousikcela, in the current
techsobogy-driven environ
ment, N aspect of progress
s untouchad by digital
technobogies.

“From how we communi
catie and work 1 how we

produce fooad and mmeet oul
energy needs, everything is
CAPBTIGNCING D rovolution
driven by the internet and
renewabie energy. The nger-
nel in agriculbure has
changod Naw we produce
market and consum food
Farmers can now check
marked ratés befone selling
Lhitif f Scdte, EOrTgare for-
Uilisar pricers onling and knarm
susiainable-farming tech-
nilguees,” Sethid said

“ini many rural communi
ties, a simple mobsle phone
con bekdgn tha gop Betwesn
farmars and markots
improving trarsparency, bar
gaining power and overall
afficsency. Along with emong

ingachrologtal thands, e
renaring ShilL Loward fe-
Ak SRy 1 0150 Changing
agricultural practicss. Solar-
powered rrsgalion ks poten
tially helping smallbolder
Tarmeds avereoma e chal
lengo of irreqular oleciricity
supply,” Setlhi added

Speaking sbout how the
intarnet and fenawable
anergy are infheencing agri-
culbure, Sethi said the agricul-
bural secior B a8 major sowce
of ermployrment and income
in developing coumries like
India. Howaover, it is also
prone to varying effects of
climate change.

“Thus, the Tt can
priafetise Faining pro-

grammes fof encouraging
susliinabbe Larming through
multiple CopRIng syslems.
irrigation tochniguees and
the appropriate use of fertils
eri. Additionally, digital liter
Bey, sulisidised of Fofo-eos!
eredit Incilitios and finoncial
inclusion should be priceri-
bised 10 suppait wmall. and
mastlirn-sised farm holders
for mgﬂw .qm.ulu.uql pro-
ductivity Iromiechnological
advancement and renew-
able-cnergy use

“With the changing global
sconario. higher mvestments
supporting 1T inciusion,
renewntie-snengy use and
sustainabibe lsnd-use prac
e af e crcial for arength

g Uhe agri-food sectord to
enhance Iood Secufity, Boa-
TG QoA BN GIAron-
miental benefits in develop-
ing coundries.” h said.

The reseanch Deam uied
advanced economelnic
medhods to analyse agricul-
ture-redaied data from 27
e oPing countries, 4pan.
miryg 2000 1o 2021

The counirios are India
Argeniina, China, Pakistan
Ghana, Malaysia, Togo
Bangladesh, Indonesia
Nigeria, Thailamnd, Bolivia,
Nicaragua, Tunisia,
Botswana, Jordan, Turkey,
Sri Lanka, Panama, Tansasnsa
Costa Rica, Mexico, the
Philippinas, Kenya

Dominican Republic
Mogarmbipue i £l Sahvadon

Tt rosarehers found that
inbermiet use, mobshe phones
and renewable enengy each
individually boosts agricul
Wira| prodisctinaty. Hivene
when used together, thoi
combined effect can somo-
Lirrwess. bee cistrimental. This is
mainly due 1o challenges
suich as unrelinble elecirici-
iy, Wmited nbonned conneciie-
ity and low digetal literacy
in rural aroas

Litus Setii, reseanch scholar,
NIT-Roasrkals, noted that agri-
culture s the backbons of
deweloping countries
accounting for more than
50 por cont of thi workhoroe

engaged in f..'llrlll--g actiwily
Airectly oF indirecily.

“Sustainable agriculturm
Practices can creats win-win
slituations by enhancing
LOcio-eoonamit oonditions
and BOSItIvEly cortribting
i ithe environmont
Governments in devoloping
wounkries ihould imeest i ICT
infrastfuctiude o expand
imoernat sccess for rural
Tarmors and promobe digital
literacy theough raineng pao-
grammes,~ Sothi said

“Palicies that provide free
o sulsidised mobile sor-
vicos con help s=malihalder
farmers access wital infor-
mation on markets, westher
and soil health

Rs 42,000 crore push for farm growth

North East is the heart of
India’s growth story: Modi

REW DELI, drch B0:
Promc Minister Norcadra
Mlam on. Satunbey it
o et s wrern e S|
e b iraneiorm the agri-
wltual and allied secors.

T mnaor schemes - the
P D Diccara K Vi
a and Mismon ‘o Aat-
monerahares in Pulses wene
bt e w1 mvoetlay of Hs
S5AM0 arure.

Projeis val ) ot owen Bs
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il ey sullevelimail i flexl,

b0 i RIS SR <
sl e s s el

warked,” b e said

Tre Prime Min stor a3d
ol it Uit et GET gu-
duction has given mocmons
benefite 10 rural India and
farmers. While the pevons
pnermant neghca heeg
wicl e sen o Ue P el
e sector WA secn remarka-
blegroel inthe B 11 yeae

“lred-a"s agricultura’ ex-
ports have carly doubled im
e st 11 yemars. Goain puu
ductim hos incyeased by neas
Iv 0¥} Eikh metric tonmed.
Frut arsf vegetatle produc-
tion ka3 moncased by more
b ol Rk el e

Tuan il AL BARET OF € I
ik procuction. We heve an
derakey reforms . from
seods to merieess I the
terenl ol fows,” e
Prirse Mirister ssod

Bod. arped the mowd (o
“eomtimcnsly strie b -
poove o0 oevery fickd, keop
nakiig progeiss, o le-
come 8 developed oy,
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FARM BOOST
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Madi Lnveied Aa 42, 000-cr tarm projects.
Launched Dhan Dhasnya Yojana, Pulsss

Misslon worth Rs 356,490 or.

Focus on

Urged farmers 1o grow CXports, boost pulsss.
Su:d GST cuta sided rural Indin.

Farm exports coubled: (ndia tops in milk.
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Anti-GM activists question ‘advantages’
of ICAR’s two gene-edited rice varieties

|
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

The Coalition for a GM-Free
India on Thursday alleged
that the trial results for two
genome-edited rice varieties
— Pusa DST-1 and DRR
Dhan 100 (Kamala) — have
been rigged and hyped to
manufacture false claims of
success. Quoting Annual Re-
ports (2023 and 2024) of
ICAR's All India Coordin-
ated  Research  Project
(AICRP) on rice, it said the
ICAR’s conclusions directly
contradict its own data.
Briefing media, the coali-
tion members accused the
ICAR and the Ministry of Ag-
riculture of perpetrating
“scientific fraud” in the pro-
motion of genome-edited
rice varieties. The two gen-

ome-edited rice varieties
were announced by Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on May 4 asa
global first achievement.

NO TESTING DATA

“As has become the habit
with biotech lobbies in the
country, seen earlier with Bt
brinjal and GM mustard, sci-
ence is yet again being com-
promised to push some gen-

ome-edited  varieties as
miracle seeds for India,” the
coalition said in a statement.
Pusa DST-1 (IET 32043)
was claimed to outperform
its non-GM nt
MTU-1010 under saline and
alkaline soils while DRR
Dhan 100 ‘Kamala’ (IET
32072), derived from BPT
5204, was declared to yield
17 per cent higher and ma-
ture 20 days earlier, having
higher nitrogen efficiency.
But the coalition said ac-
cording to the AICRP report,
Pusa DST-1 showed no test-
ing dara for claimed drought
or salinity tolerance in 2023
due to “limited seed quant-
ity.” In the same year’s trial,
Pusa DST-1 also showed at
par or 4.8 per cent lower
yield compared to parent
MTU-1010, and underper-
formed in 12 of 20 sites.

In 2024, the same Pusa
DST-1 variety showed no
yield advantage in coastal or
inland salinity trials, but only
1.6 per cent gain in alkaline
soils. Yet, the summary table
claims “30 per cent higher
yield”, selectively drawing
on results from just 8 loca-
tions in one zone, the coali-
tion alleged.

For DRR Dhan 100, the co-
alition claimed that it under-
performed in 8 of 19 trial
sites and performed signific-
antly worse than its parent in
two zones (eastern and cent-
ral), though the yield gain
was 4.3 per cent in the south
zone in 2023 trials. Next
year, data from several sites
were excluded without ex-
planation, and results from 6
sites were used to project a
17.21 per cent higher vield,
the coalition said.
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Agriculturesector holds
immensepotentialin
J&K,Omar tells FICCI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Janumnu, H October

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday said that the
agriculture sector inthe state
holdsimmense potential and
requires focused attention
towards value addition to
unlock full gamut of business
opportunities.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks whileaddressing
the National Executive
Committee Meeting of the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) in Srinagar.

The meeting wasattended
by FICCI President Harsh
Vardhan Agarwal, Senior Vice
President Anant Goenka,
Director General FICCI Jyoti
Vij, Past President Dr. Jyotsna
Suri, Chairman FICCI J&K
Council Mushtag A Burza,
and membersof the National
Executive Council.

Highlighting the immense
potential of the agriculture
sector, the Chief Ministersaid
that most of the produce from

Jammu and Kashmir leaves

the region in its raw form,
with very little processing or
value addition being done
locally: " This opens significant
opportunities for industrial
growth, both on Jammu side
and Kashmirsside,” he stated.

Referring to the broader
economic scenario, the Chief
Minister said that the J&K
has faced challenges due o
recent natural calamitiesand
the downturn in tourism
followingthe Pahaleam incident,
but the administration remains
optimistic about revival across
sectors.

"This is not a story of
pessimism but of hope and
optimism. We are working
hard with all stakeholders to
put the economy back on
track,” he said

Odishashould
becomea"Seed Hub"
inpulses - DyCM
STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Blhubaneswar, 23 October:

The state government has
decided topromote cultivation
of pigeonpea, black gram and
lenitils through acluster approach
informed Deputy Chiel Minister
Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo on
Thursday He held a meeting
on an intensive agriculture
program including revival &
sustainable intensification of
forgotten foods. ICRISAT has
developed avariaty of pigeonpea
named ICPV25444, whichcan
be grown in all-seasonand can
tolerate intense heat upto 45
Celsius and can be produced
in 120 days time period. This
variety can become a game
changer in the context of
self-reliance in pulses. The
Deputy Chiel Minister sugpested
promotionof this vadety along
with traditional ones such as
Dangararani and Kandula which
are NOW coming in a category
of forgotten varieties by the
Odisha State Seeds Corporation
Ltd. Odisha should become a
"seed hub'inpulses, the Deputy
CM added.
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5,000 FPOs must have turnover
above X1 crby FY26: Chouhan

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 30

AGRICULTURE MINISTER
SHIVRAJ Singh Chouhan on
Thursday called for increasing
annual sales turnover of at
least 5,000 farmers prcducer
organisations (FPOs) to above
t1 crore each by FY26 for
achievingeconomy of saleand
financial sustainability.

“Sales turnover of at least
50% of 10,000 farmers' col-
lectives should cross ¥1 crore
each by end of FY26,while in
the next fiscalwe can target all
the collectives toclock ¥1 crore
sales” Chouhan saidafterinau-
gurating national FFO con-
clave 202 5 here.

The minister also called on
collectives to enroll aver 20
million farmers as sharehold-
ers from the current level of 5
million by theend of FY26.

Ofover 10,000 FPOssetup

under a special incentive
schemelaunchedin FY21,340
FPOs have crossed ¥10 crore
saleturnover,while over 1,100
farmers collectives have
reported sales exceeding ¥1
crare in FY25 Cumulative
turnover of these farmers’ col-
lectives have crossed ¥16,700
crore, according to theagricul -
ture ministry data.
Healsosuggestedthat each
of the FPOs should hold a
licence for selling and distrib-
utingseeds,fertilisers and pes-
ticides sothatprofitsearned by

collectives and farmers get these
inputs at a reasonable prices
from the companies,“In each
district,a major farmers owned
organisation should emerge in
theline to AMUL model, " he said.

Toboost business prospects,
FPOs are being granted various
input licences and dealerships
in seed (6046), pesticide (4246)
and fertilisers (5709). This
enables them to run input busi-
nesses too and improve finan-
cialviability. An official said the
financial assistance and mar-
keting support to these collec-
tives,where over 5 million farm-
ers have equities, would
continue till FY27. Mostof the
FPOs under the scheme have
been formedin thelastcouple of
years.

The high growth FPOs
have boosted their profiles
making use of government
platforms like Open Network
for Digital Commerce.

GST portal introduces facility to
provide details for import of goods

=
Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

Businesses can now record
import-related entries in the
Invoice Management System
(IMS) under GST, enhancing
convenience for GST assess-
ees, according to the tax
department.

“A new section for ‘Import
of Goods' has been intro-
duced in IMS, wherein the
Bill of Entry (BoE) filed by
the taxpayer — including im-
ports from SEZ — will be
made available in IMS for ap-
propriate action,” said an ad-
visory issued by the GST
portal. This functionality
will be available starting
from the October 2025 tax
period.

ITC REVERSAL
GST operates on a self-as-
sessment model, requiring
taxpayers to determine input
tax credit (ITC) eligibility
based on legal provisions.

In cases where the GSTIN

in a BoE has been amended
and the previous GSTIN
(G1) had already availed of
ITC, the earlier GSTIN must
reverse the ITC claimed.

Accordingly, entries for
ITC reversal due to GSTIN
amendments will be shown
to the previous GSTIN,

To address scenarios
where ITC has already been
reversed, partially or fully, by
the previous GSTIN, the
portal now allows taxpayers
to declare the amount of ITC
to be reversed, ensuring it
does not exceed the original
BoE value.

If no action is taken on an
individual BoE, it will be

deemed accepted. Based on
the actions taken, the GST
portal will generate a draft
GSTR-2B for the recipient on
the 14% of the following
month.

The IMS, introduced from
the October 2024 tax period,
allows recipient taxpayers to
accept, reject or keep
pending individual records
uploaded by suppliers via
GSTR-1/1A/IFF. This em-
powers recipients to manage
inward supplies directly on
the GST portal.

ACCURATE ITC CLAIMS
According to the GST Net-
work (GSTN), the IMS is op-
tional. If no action is taken,
all entries are considered
deemed accepted.

Reverse charge and im-
port-related entries from
ICEGATE and DGFT will
flow directly into GSTR-2B
and are not part of the IMS.
The system aims to help tax-
payers match invoices with
supplier records to claim ac-
curate ITC.
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Coromandel International to invest
32,000 crore in Kakinada facility

K'u' Kurmanath
Hyderabad

Sankarasubramanian S,
Managing Directorand Chief
Executive Officer of Coro-
mandel International, said
the company is implement-
ing a multi-pronged strategy
toachieve self-reliance in the
phosphatic fertilizer sector
and reduce dependency on
China for raw material. The
strategy includes an invest-
ment of ¥2,000 crore at its
Kakinada facility.

To reduce its dependency
on imported raw marterials
and finished products, par-
ticularly from China, Coro-
mandel is focusing on creat-
ing integrated domestic
capacity.

The strategy is primarily
driven by challenges in pro-
curing key inputs, and the
scarcity of DAP (Diam-
monium Phosphate) im-
ports following China halt-
ing exports and recurring
delays due to China’s quota
system on specialty fertilizer
materials.

The company’s approach
focuses on expanding indi-
genous capacities, develop-
ing substitute products, and
diversifying global sourcing
for both specialty and phos-
phatic fertilizers

At its Kakinada site, the
company is progressing with
the installation of a phos-
phoricacid plant (withan an-

Sankarasubramanian S,
MD 8 CEO of Coromandel Intl

nual capacity of 2 lakh
tonnes) and a sulfuric acid
plant (with an annual capa-
city of 6 lakh tonnes), with an
investment of approximately
1,100 crore, announced last
year.

This facility is expected to
be commissioned by January
2026.

“The sulfuric acid plant is
unique because it generates
waste heat, which the com-
pany uses to produce 25 MW
of power, which is sufficient
to power the entire Kakinada
complex,” he told business-

line over phone from
Chennai.
SENEGAL MINE

To secure the rock phos-
phate required for phos-
phoric acid, Coromandel ac-
quired a mine in Senegal that
is progressing very well, en-
suring availability of rock
phosphate to Kakinada.

“We are adding additional
capacity at Kakinada for 1

million tonnes of NPK (Ni-
trogen, Phosphorus, and po-
tassium) fertilizers. This
granulation plant will be
ready by December of next
year. Combined, the invest-
ment for the acid plants and
the 1 million-tonne NPK
granulation plant will be
close to 2,000 crore,” he
said.

This NPK expansion is key
because increasing NPK ca-
pacity reduces the reliance
on imported DAP (Diam-
monium Phosphate).

For specialty fertilizers,
Coromandel is setting up a
Monoammonium Phosphate
(MAP) plant at Vizag, which
is a raw material for water-
soluble fertilizers. Coroman-
del will initially put up a
25,000 tonnes capacity plant
which will be available from
the middle of next year, help-
ing reduce dependence on
China.

He said the company was
expecting a good off-take of
its products and looking at a
growth of 25-30 per cent in
revenues this financial year.

The integration of Nagar-
juna Agrichem, acquired two
quarters ago, is progressing
well.

The company reported a
second-quarter consolidated
net profit of ¥793 crore, up
from T659 crore last year.
Net income for the quarter
was 39,771 crore, compared
to 37,498 crore in the previ-
ous year.
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MP extends zero-interest crop loans

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bliopal 23 October

To benefit Exrmers, the Madhya
Pradesh BIPgovernment has
dedded tocontinuethescheme
for providing short-termcrop
locins to Brrmeers at zero percent
interest through cooperative
banks for the year 202526,

The decision granting the
approval for the continuation
ol thescheme was taken during
the meeting ofthestate cabinet
presided over by Chief Minister
Dr Mohan Yadav at the State
Secretariat in Bhopal on
Thursday.

Underthescheme, nointenst
will be charged onshort-term
crop loans up to Rs 3 lakh
given by Primary Agricultural
Credit Coopertive Societies
(PACS) to Farmers who repay

the loan by the due date of

the Kharif and Rabi seasons.
The state government will
provide a general interest
subsidy of LS per cent to all
farmers, and an additional
interest subsidy of 4 percent

%

asanincentiveto farmers who
repay the loanbythe duedate.
A target of distributing Rs
23000 crore has been set in
thecurrent year. The due date
lor the Kharif 2025 season
his been set as 28 March,
2026, and for the Rabi 2025-26
season as 15 .June, 2026

The cabinet also approved
the upgradation of 8OO beds
in the district hospitals of
Tikamyrh, Neemuich, Singrauli,
Sheopur and Dindond, and 810
new posts for these hospitals,
In this, 543 regular, four

contractual and 263 posts
have been approved through
an outsourcing agency.

An annual expenditure of
R4 3950 crore hag also been
approved for the creation of
posts. As perthe approval the
numberof beds in the distrct
hospital Tikamgarh hasbeen
increased frmom 300 o 500, in
Neemuch from 200 to400,in
Singrauli from 20010400, in
Sheopurfrom 200 to 300and
inthe district hospital Dindori
the number of beds has been
increased from 100 to 200,

Ravaged by floods, farmers drop jowar

} ICAR-IIME Solagr

cultivation plan shift to wheat & gram

Abhijeet.Patili@timesofindia.com

Kolhapur: Nearly 60% of jo-
war {sorghum) cultivation in
India occurs in Maharashtra.
Out of the 15 lakh hectares in
the state, nearly half is cultiva-
ted in four districts — Solapur;
Dharashiv, Beeds and Ahilya-
nagar— all of which have been
affected by floods and heavy ra-
in from mid-Aug to Sept.

This has caused significant
waterlogging of the fields. The-
re is no indication that the land
will be ready for cultivation in

Jowar sm-nng usually takes place batween mid-Sept and mid-Oct

Intense rain
damages 5,000
wells in M'wada

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
Around 5300 wells in Marath-
wada region suffered extensive
damage during the recent heavy
rain, a preliminary survey by
thestate govt has revealed.
Revenue department offici-

thenear future, suggesting that
farmers are likely to abandon
cultivating jwari’, as it is local-
lv known, and turn to other ra-
bi crops such as gram, wheat,
and sunflower: These districts
have experienced double the
normal rainfall this Sept. Jo-
war is grown as a rabi (winter)
cropin Maharashira, whichac-
counts for one-third of India's
total jowar production. Far-
mers typically choose jowar

Z18cr aid approved for Kolhapur

Kolhapur: State govt has approved Rs18.3 crore in relief for da-
mage caused by heavy rainfall in Kolhapur district between Ju-
ne and Sept.

District guardian minister Prakash Abitkar said that 63 cir-
cles across 328 villages were affected by the excessive rainfall,
resulting in damage to over 13,125 hectares of farmland and im-
pacting47 903 farmers. “The e-KYC process for 11,306 farmers is
still pending, 27 villages had to be relocated with T19families re-
habilitated. Families of the seven deceased received Rs4 lakh
each, while 187 of the relocated families were given Rs10,000  Scheme(MGNREGS).

als said many of these damaged
wells will severely affect post-
monsoon agricultural activity
inthe Marathwada region.
Govt has proposed financial
aid of Bs 70,000 per affected well,
depending on the extent of da-
mage. In areas where farmland
was eroded, govt is considering
providing additional employ-
ment opportunities under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantes

cultivation as it provides good-
quality food for milch animals.

Satish Marda, a farmer
from Mangalwedha in Solapur
disirict, had grown onion and
soyabean, which were destroy-
ed by heavy rain. “Now we
don't have the money to clean

each to cover property and household losses,” he said. .

— Mohammed Akhef |

up the fields and restore them
to normal. Weeds have started
growing in the fields. I have be-
en growing jowar for several
decades now, even though ma-
ny have shifted to cash crops.

Thisisthefirsttime Ilamnot go-
ing to sow jowar,"” said Marda.
Haridas Hawale, an agri-
culture development officer of
Solapur, said, “Farmers have
lost their kharif crop. Now it

willtakeat leastamonth for the
land to become cultivable, If
farmers cultivate jowar, the
conditions will not be suitable
forgrowth, and thecrop may be
attacked by pests.”
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Looking to raisc output of pulses
40% by 2030-31 crop year: Chouhan

‘Must strengthen food security
without relying on global markets’

India will not compromise on its national interest amid avol-
atile political situation where trade and tariffs have become
weapons, and asserted that the country must further
strengthen food security without relying on global markets,
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said on Thursday
while addressing the 120th Annual General Meeting of PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

He said PM Narendra Modi has made it clear that while India
believes in being a ‘global brother' and is concerned about the
world, the country’s interest remains the top priority. es REPORTER

SANJEEB MUKHER|EE
& AGENCIES
Mew Delhi, 9 October

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Thursday
said the government had seta
target toincrease India’s pulses
production by 40 percentto 35
million tenne by 2030-31 crop
year from the current levels of
25.8 million tonnes in 2024-25.
He alsocalled for maintain-
ing a balance between the
interest of farmers and con-
sumers through higher pro-
curement under minimum
support price (MSP) and opti-
mum import tariffssothatcon-
sumers are not unduly
burdened.
Recently, the Union cabinet
approved a six-year central
scheme aimed at achieving
self-sufficiency in pulses pro-
duction, witha financial outlay
of 11,440 crore. The scheme
called the ‘Mission for Atma
Nirbharta in Pulses’ will be

implemented for the period
from 2025-26 to 2030-31.

Chouhan was addressing
the media to announce the
formal launch of the pro-
gramme along with a host of
other initiatives by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
October 11.

He said that the govern-
ment has identified 100 blocks
where productivity is very low
compared to the naticnal aver-
age. Hesaid in these identified
districts, efforts would be made
toensure procurementofurad,
masoor and tur pulses at the
prevailing MSP.

He highlighted
that India is the
world’s largest
pulses producer,

but is also the biggest con-
sumer. The country has to
import a large quantity of
pulses to meet domestic
demand.

The minister said that

W the pulses mission aims to
;-_ :J—J boost production and make

Indiaself-sufficient.
“By 2030-31, we will
increase the pulses
acreage to 31 mil-
lion hectares from
the current 275

million hectares. We have also
kept the target to increase
pulsesoutput to 35 million ton-
nes from 24.2 million tonnesin
2023-24,” Chouhan said.

In the 2024-25 crop year
(July-June), the pulses produc-
tion is estimated to have risen
to 25.23 million tonnes.

Chouhansaid the crop pro-
ductivity would be enhanced
to 1,130 kg per hectare from
the average yield of 881 kg per
hectare.

Agriculture Dept. reaches
out to farmers to scale up
enrolment under PMFBY

Though demand-driven and voluntary, coverage of small and marginal farmers under the scheme
has been witnessing a rise in Tiruppur district, in sync with the trend nationwide, say officials

The Hindu Bureau

TIRUPPUR
T partment is reach-
ing out to farmers
for enrolment under Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yo-
jana (PMFBY) for paddy,
maize, sorghum and
bengalgram.

Though demand-driven
and voluntary, coverage of
small and marginal farm-
ers under the scheme has
been witnessing a rise in
Tiruppur district, in sync
with the trend nationwide,
according to officials.

During 2024-25, claims
to the extent of ¥40 lakh for
the insured crops were set-

he Agriculture De-

tled in Tiruppur district,
for loanee farmers, margi-
nal and tenant farmers.

The National Crop Insu-
rance Portal (NCIP) for on-
line enrolment of farmers
has enabled electronic
transfer of claim amount to
the individual farmer’s
account.

Crop loans
This year, the department
is reaching out to farmers
who had obtained crop
loans to avail themselves of
the wutility of PMFBY
through the Primary Agri-
cultural Cooperative Socie-
ties or branches of nation-
alised banks.

Those who are raising

crops without loans are re-
quired to secure the adan-
gal from the respective Vil-
lage Administrative
Officers, and submit the
same along with chitta,
bank account particulars,
and aadhar number
through common service
centres, primary agricultu-
ral cooperative societies or
branches of nationalised
banks.

The particulars have to
be submitted along with
premium of 578 per acre
of paddy (before Nov. 15),
¥545 per acre of maize (by
Nov. 30), ¥55 per acre of
sorghum (by Dec. 16) 55,
and ¥254 per acre of ben-
galgram crop (by Nov. 30).

As per provisions of
PMFBY guidelines, the pre-
mium share of the farmer
is capped at 2% for Kharif
crops, 1.5% for Rabi Crops
and 5% for commercial/
Horticultural crops.

According to the farm-
ers in the district, delink-
ing of Central government
share of premium subsidy,
implemented for farmers
to get proportionate claims
relating to the Centre's
share since last year, would
pave way for higher
patronage.

Also, provision of 12%
penalty on delay in pay-
ment of claims by insu-
rance company is auto-cal-
culated on NCIP.
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STATE MOVES TOWARD
STRONGER SEED LAW

Hans NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

AGRICULTURE  Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao
convened a meeting at the
Secretariat with members
of the Draft Committee on
the Telangana Seed Draft
Act-2025. The Minister re-
viewed the modalities of the
proposed legislation, aimed
at addressing longstanding
gaps in seed regulation and
protecting farmers from the
menace of fake seeds.

During the meeting, the
Minister emphasized that
seeds are the foundation of
agriculture and lamented
the losses faced by farmers
due to the proliferation of
substandard and counter-
feit seeds. He criticized the
limitations of the existing
Seed Act, 1966, and Seed
Control Order, 1983, stating
that seed companies have
exploited legal loopholes for
years. The Draft Committee
was formed to rectify these
issues and propose a robust

Tummala reviews Draft Seed Act 2025

legal framework. Commit-
tee members outlined the
shortcomings of the current
law, including a lack of man-
datory registration for seed
varieties, the absence of price
control mechanisms, and in-
adequate provisions for com-
pensating farmers affected by
poor-quality seeds. They not-
ed that the law does not cover
green bread seeds and fails to
regulate ancillary aspects of
seed production and distri-
bution. Rao stressed the need
for legal rigor and account-
ability, asserting that the law
must ensure justice for every
farmer, especially in cases
of crop failure. He called for

strict action against compa-
nies that release new seed
varieties without adequate
research and development.

The Minister affirmed that
the Telangana Seed Draft Act
would supplement existing
laws and may be forwarded
to the Centre if required.
He urged a thorough legal
review to ensure compre-
hensive protection for seed
farmers.

The meeting was attended
by Agriculture Department
Director B Gopi, Seed Cor-
poration Chairman  An-
vesh Reddy, Advocate Sunil
Kumar, Seed Director MV
Nagesh Kumar, and others.

MSP for winter crops
hiked by up to 10%

@ Support price
for wheat,a key
rabi crop, up 6.6%

SANDIP DAS
Mew Delhi, October 1

THE GOVERNMENT On
Wednesday announced annual
hikes in the range of 4-10% in
the minimum support prices
(MSP) for the winter-sown
crops fior the marketing season
2026-27 (April-June).

TO BENEFIT FARMERS

MSP increase (%) of key rabi (winter) craps
B heat B Gram @ Lentil (Masur) [l Mustard
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markatng year [April-luna)

2025-24
Oy INC reas

cost of production is 109% for
whieat, mustard (93%), lentil {
89%), gram (59%), barley
(589) and safflower (509%),"
according to an official state-
ment. From 2018-19, a new
policy of 500 profits over
computed cost of production
was adopted which resulted in
MSP hikes for rabi crops in the
range of 5- 7.6%.

The MSPfor gram has been
increased by 4% to
¥5.875/quintal in 2026-27
marketing year, from the cur-
rent MSPof €5,650/quintal.

The MSP of wheat, the key

Gram has around 50%

rabi crop, has been raised by
6.60% to ¥2,585/quintal for
2026-27 season, which was
similar to the hikein remuner-
ative price for the cereal inthe
previous year (2025-26),

In the 2024-25 marketing
year, the wheat MSPwas hiked

by 7.05% to 2,275 /quintal
on year, the steepest rate ever.

Officialssaid the hikein the
MSF of wheat is significant as
it is the second largest crop
after paddy in terms of area
under cultivation.

The government has seta

record wheat production tar-
getof119 million tonnes (MT)
for the 2025-26 crop year
{luly-June), as against the esti-
mated record output of 117.5
MTfor 2024-25 cropyear.
“The expected margin over
All-India weighted average

share in the country’s pulses
outputand biggest pulsecrop
in terms of area. In the 2024-
15 crop year, the area under
gramwas recorded at 9.9 MH,
while the output in 2024-25
crop year was at a record
11.53 MT.
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80% of kharif onion crop
ruined in Nashik district

Tushar.Pawar@timesofindia.com

Nashik: About 80% of the to-
tal kharif and late kharif
onion crops were damaged in
heavy rainfall in Nashik dis-
trict between Sept 22 and 28,
with agriculture depart-
ment's initial assessment
showing around 40,000 hecta-
res of onion plantations were
affected.

Officials fear that this co-
wld lead to a drop in supply
during Oct-Nov, potentially
triggering a rise in onion pri-
ces, Officials said kharif
onion plantation was comple-
ted across 50,000 hectares in
the district by Sept 25, com-
prising 40,000 hectares of
kharif onions and 10,000 hec-
tares of late kharif onions.

Usually, kharif planta-
tions take place from July to
Sept 15, and late kharif plan-
tations are done from Sept 15
toNov 30.

Officials said continuous
rainfall since early May,
along withdry spells in certa-
in talukas of the district, se-
verely impacted onion nurse-
ries, hindering seedling deve-
lopment and delaying the
planting of kharif onions du-
ring July and Aug.

“By Aug 31, only 6,000 hee-
tares had been planted., The
pace, however, picked up, rea-
ching 40,000 hectares by Sept
15. Late kharif planting be-
gan on Sept 16 and covered
10,000 hectares by Sept 25. Un-
fortunately, recent heavy rain
damaged kharif and late kha-
rif onion crops across 40,000
hectares,” a senior official
from the horticulture divi-
sion of the agriculture de-
partment said.

The official said panchna-
ma of the crop damage in the

Heavy rain damaged a kharif onion agricultural land in a village in
MNandgaon taluka of Nashik district

district had started. “The ex-
act crop loss will be known af-
ter the panchnama process is
completed,” the official said,
adding,

“The area for late kharif
onions, planting of which is
usually undertaken between
Oct and Nov, is expected to in-
crease. But the regular arri-
vals of the new crop, which
usually begin by Oect-end,
may start from the second
half of Dec. A scarcity ol the
produce may be created in
Octand Nov if thestockof the
summer onions is exhaus-
ted,” the official said.

Kharif and late kharif
onions haveashelf life of less
than a month, prompting far-
mers to sell them quickly at
prevailing market prices.

In contrast, summer
onions, harvested in March
and April, can be stored for

six to seven months. Farmers
typically store these onions
in hopes of securing better
prices later.

According to another offi-
cial, the district has a storage
capacity of around 25 lakh
tonnes for summer onions,
with current stock levels esti-
mated at 10 lakh tonnes. Bha-
rat Dighole, president of the
Maharashtra Onion Far-
mers' Association, said the
cost of producing onions was
about Rs 1,800 per quintal.
“Farmers suffer significant
losses when prices fall below
this threshold. Over the past
few months, average whole-
sale prices in the district’s
APMCs have hovered betwe-
en Rs 1,100 and Rs 1,200 per qu-
intal,” Digholesaid, emphasi-
sing the urgent need for state
govt to provide financial assi-
stance to affected farmers.

Global fertilizer sector to
face significant downturn

next year amid price surge
S i o
Chennal seen in 2022."

Fertilizer demand across the
world is set to decline
sharply next year (2026) as
rising prices strain affordab-
ility, says a new report by
RaboResearch.

According to the “Semi-
annual Fertilizer Outlook 2H

", the Fertilizer Afford-
ﬂblllt}' Index (FAT) has fallen
to its lowest level in more
than a decade, setting the
stage for a deeper contrac-
tion in 2026 — though some
regions still show signs of
resilience,

The RaboResearch out-
look is gn the heels ofrChinu
suspending exports of some
of the key fertilizers, includ-
ing speciality fertilizers such
as  Technical Monoam-
monium Phosphate (TAMP)
and urea-solution products
such as AdBlue, besides con-
ventional fertilizers like di-
ammaonium phosphate
(DAP) and urea from Octo-
ber 15.

CHINESE MOVE

Traders fear the Chinese
move could lead to supply
shortage anda 10-15 per cent
increase in fertilizer prices.

Between  April  and
Seprember 2025, global fer-
tilizer prices increased by
about 15 per cent, with phos-
phates climbing nearly 19
per cent.

As a result, the phosphate
component of the FAl
dropped to -0.74 in Septem-
ber, matching the lowest
level recorded in the past 15

SThe nitrogen  index
also fell and is expected to
decline further in 2026, af-
fecting demand in the North-
ern Hemisphere,” said Bruno
Fonseca, Senior Analyst -
Farm Inputs at RaboRe-
search, the research arm of
the Netherlands-based Ra-
bobank. “Owverall, the FAI
should continue its down-
ward trend, with the 12-

Compounding the pres-
surc from hi ha?h an-ut costs is

uultuml cwmnudl pnces
The report highlights that
the world's production ma-
chlne |5“h1mng on all cylln-

ders”, with
whet, andso',&can produl:—
tion reaching record levels in
2025

“While thereisacase tobe
made for prices to be well-
supported  from  current
levels, record production in
major production areas like
Brazil and the US is over-
whelming the market with
supply,” Fonseca said.

“This will keep prices de-
pressed in the short-to-me-
dium term.”

“Challengi tabili
in the gm:lsul:lgdmd £
tor portends poor fertilizer
affordability and potential
decline in fertilizer use in the
coming year.”

POLICY SHIFT IN EUROPE
The report also highlights a
major policy shift in Europe.
From 2026, the EU’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechan-
ism (CBAM) will impose a
carbon tax on about 15 mil-
lion tonnes of nitrogen-
based fertilizer imports
annually.

High-emission  products
such as ammonia and urea
will face higher costs,
prompting importers to seek
lower-emission  suppliers.
Many are also exploring
hedging strategies, including
early CBAM certificate pur-
chases and EUA futures, to

manage  carbon  price
volatility.
UNDER PRESSURE

RaboResearch expects the
FAI to remain under pres-
sure through 2026, signalling
another challenging year for
the global farm inputs sector
— despite isolated pockets of
resilience.
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Centre raises wheat MSP to
Rs 2,585/quintal for 2026-27

CCEA appmz'es USP!HACS ﬁ’n all 6 .rnandatf’d rabi cmp'.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Wednesday announced a Rs
160 hike in the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for wheat to
Rs 2,585 per quintal for the
2026-27 marketing year, as part
of its efforts to boost domestic
output and ensure remunera-
tive prices to farmers,

The wheat MSP is Rs 2,425
per quintal for the 2025-26
marketing year (April-March).

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved the
increase in the MSP for all six
mandated rabi crops for mar-
keting season 2026-27.

The increase in the MSP, in
the range of Rs 160 to Rs 600
per quintal, comes ahead of
Assembly election in Bihar.

Briefing the media. Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
Cabinet had approved the MSP
based on recommendations of
the Commission for Agricul-
tural Costs and Prices (CACP).

Total procurement in rabi
marketing season is estimated

3

b :

L EBATIVE P
at 297 lakh tonne and Rs 84,263
crore will be the amount paid to
farmers, the minister said.

In absolute terms, the highest
increase has been announced
for safflower at Rs 600 per quin-
tal, followed by lentil {(masur) at
Rs 300 per quintal. For rape-
seed and mustard, the increase
is Rs 250 per quintal; gram Rs
225 per quintal and barley Rs
170 per quintal.

The MSP for barley has been
increased to Rs 2,150 per quin-
tal from Rs 1,980 per quintal.

Among key rabi pulses, the
support price for gram has
been fixed at Rs 5,875 per quin-
tal, up from Rs 5,650 per quin-
tal. Lentil MSP has been raised
to Rs 7,000 per quintal from Rs
6,700 per quintal.

For oilseeds, the MSP of
rapeseed and mustard has been

raised to Rs 6,200 per quin-
tal from Rs 5,950 per quintal,
while safflower support price
has been increased to Rs 6,540
per quintal from Rs 5,940 per
quintal.

The increased MSP for rabi
crops is aimed at ensuring
remunerative prices for farmers
and incentivising crop diversi-
fication, the government said.

Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
the increase in the MSP of rabi
crops and launch of pulses mis-
sion will have a long-term posi-
tive impact on the country’s
food and nutrition security,
farmer welfare, and agricul-
tural production.

The hike is in line with
the Union Budget 2018-19
announcement of fixing MSP
at a level of at least 1.5 times the
all-India weighted average cost
of production.

The expected margin over
all-India weighted average cost
of production is 109 per cent
for wheat, 93 per cent for rape-
seed and mustard, 89 per cent
for lentil, 59 per cent for gram,
58 per cent for barley, and 50
per cent for safflower.

Centre raises rabi crops’ MSP 4-107%,
approves pulses self sufficiency mission

of the Commission for Agri-
cultural Costs and Prices

Fnhhmhm Mishra

MSP will be ¥2585 per

ment by the government

HNew Delhi

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a ‘Mission
for  Aatmanirbharta in
Pulses’ with an estimated in-
vestment of 11,440 crore
over five years to raise In-
dia’s production to 35 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) from the
current about 25 mt.

Also, the government an-
nounced a 4-10 per cent in-
crease in the minimum sup-
port prices (MSPs) of rabi
crops such as wheat, chana
(gram), mustard and masur
(lentil).

Announcing the hike in
MSP, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said the Cab-
inet approved the new prices
based on recommendations

(CACP). He said total pro-
curement of rabi crops will
be 29.7 mt at an estimated
cost of ¥84,263 crore.

Though he did not clearly
mention it, it seemed he re-
ferred to the procurement of
mustard, chana and masur
crops as the government last
year had purchased 30 mt of
wheat alone under the MSP
operation.

In absolute terms, the
highest increase has been an-
nounced for safflower at
T600 per quintal, followed by
masur at T300 per quintal.

For rapeseed and mustard,
the increase is ¥250 per
quintal, chana %225 per
quintal, barley T170 per
quintal, and wheat 160 per
quintal.

After the revision, the new

quintal for wheat, ¥2,150 per
quintal for barley, ¥5,875 per
quintal for chana, T7,000 per
quintal for masur, 6,200 per
quintal for mustard and
6,540 per quintal for
safflower.

PULSES MISSION

On the mission to achieve
self-sufficiency in  pulses
production, which was part
of Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's announcement
inthe 2025-26 Budget, Vaish-
naw said it had been target-
ted to achieve the desired
production by 2030-31, and
the scheme will be imple-
mented from the current
year itself.

The mission will particu-
larly focus on increasing pro-
duction of tur, urad and
masur, with assured procure-

agencies National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (Nafed)
and National Cooperative
Consumers’ Federation of
India Ltd (NCCF) from re-
gistered farmers.

Last year, too, the govern-
ment had asked cooperative
agencies to buy pulses at
MSP from registered farm-
ers. But in the main rabi har-
vesting season (April-June)
of 2025, average farm-gate
prices of chana and masur
were 1-5 per cent below their
respective MSP, though the
rates later flared up.

The mission will also es-
tablish a mechanism for
menitoring  global  pulse
prices to ensure price stabil-
ity and safeguard farmer
confidence, the official state-
ment said.
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Farmers forced to sell crop below MSP
on pretext of moisture in Karnal district

ParvEEN ARDRA

THUNINE NEWS VIR

KARNAL, GCTOBER 2

Farmers are allegedly being
forced to sell their produce
below the minimum support
price (MSP)on the pretext of
“high moisture content” in
various grain markets of the
district. Mareover, instead of
official receipts, they are
being handed temporary
slips, raiging serious con-
cerns about irregulanties in
procurement.

As per farmers, the aver-
age price being offered is Rs
200-Rs 400 per quintal less
than the MSE making them
bear significant financial
logs. They are demanding
fair procurement with
relaxations in  moeisture
norms, highlighting that
natural calamities have
already affected their
yields. The MSP is Rs 2360
per quintal for common
paddy and Rs 2388 per
quintal for grade A

Meanwhile, paddy
arrivals at the local grain
markets have picked up,
but much of the erop has a
moisture content of 20-22
per cent, which is above the
prescribed limit of 17 per
cent, pm'enl.inp, Eovem-
ment agencies from com-
mencing procurement.

“This season our produc-

tion has fallen by 8-12 quin-
tals per acre due to the
stunting virus, commonly
known as the dwarf virus,
untimely rainfall and water-
logging. Arhtivas and rice
millers in connivance with
employees of procurement
agencies are not procuring
paddy properly, and we are
being forced to sell at
throwsway prices,” said a
farmer at the Karnal grain
market.

Many farmers complain
that officials, millers and
arhtivas are deliberately
rejecting paddy stocks on
maisture grounds to force
them into distress sales. “We
are given only temporary
slips instead of proper
receipts. It feels like we are
being cheated in our own

Labourers dry paddy at the Indri grain markel on Thursday. PHOTO: VAUN GULATI

mandis. My crop has been
procured @t Rs 2,150 per
quintal, and I was also given
atemporary slip. I will check
the amount to be transferred
into my account” said
another farmer.

Farmer leaders have con-
demned these incidents.
“This is nothing, but
exploitation of farmers, The
government had promised
procurement at the MSP
but the ground reality is dif-
ferent. Farmers are already
indistress due to low yields,
and denying them fair
prices will only worsen their
situation,” said Bhadur
Singh Mehla, spokesperson
of BEU (8ir Chhotu Ram ),

He said that if the issue
was not resolved immedi-
ately, then farmers would

be left with nooption, but to
intensify their protest. “We
want fair procurement and
relaxation in  moisture
norms. Farmers should not
be penalised for what
nature has done,” he added.

Anil Kumar, Distriet Food
Supplies Conftroller (DFSC),
said that procurement agen-
cies were present in the
grain markets to ensure that
paddy was being procured
at the MSP “Due to mois-
ture, there are some issues,”
he added. On the issuance
of tempaorary slips, he said
that these were being moni-
tored by the officials of the
market committee,

Meanwhile, a large num-
ber of millers are yet to come
to grain markets for procure-
ment, said an official.

Agriculture Minister asks National Seeds
Corporation to hike market share to 25%

L1
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

plenishing the country’s
food reserves,

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Monday asked public sector
National Seeds Corporation
(NSC) to prepare a roadmap
by idenrifl;'ing challenges to
increase its share to 25 per
cent from the current 4 per
cent in the seed market. He
assured farmers that the gov-
ernment  would  further
strengthen the NSC to re-
duce the influence of private
companies, whose main
motto is to maximise profit.
Inaugurating six state-of-
the-art seed processing
plants of the NSC at an event
in Delhi, he said the plants
would ensure easy access to
high-quality seeds for farm-
ers, which is very crucial for
the sector. The Minister
pointed out that during the

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

15-day long “Developed Ag-
riculture Resolution Cam-
paign” ahead of the kharif
sowing season, most com-
plaints pertained to fake and
substandard seeds.
“Therefore, ensuring the
availability of quality seeds is
highly critical, and the NSC
can play a crucial role in this
regard. The government is
taking strict action on the
fake seed issue,” Chouhan
said, lauding the NSC’s ef-
forts in contributing to re-

FOR FARMERS

The Minister suggested that
the NSC should innovate for
the convenience of farmers,
working in regional lan-
guages to ensure maximum
benefits reach farmers.

After inaugurating the
processing plant with a capa-
city to process 1 tonne of ve-
getable seeds per hour at the
NSC head office, he also vir-
tually inaugurated five plants
located in Bareilly (Uttar
Pradesh), Dharwad, Hassan
and Raichur (Karnataka),
and Suratgarh (Rajasthan),
each having a capacity of 4
tonnes per hour.

The Minister also directed
NSC Chairman Maninder
Kaur Dwivedi to expand the
NSC’s presence to all dis-
tricts of the country from the
current 550.
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Unseasonal rains lead to onion crop damage
in Maharashtra; farmers launch stir for relief

Purnima Sah
MUMBAIL

Onion farmers across Mah-
arashtra have launched an
indefinite protest from
Monday demanding urgent
relief from the State go-
vernment following wides-
pread crop damage caused
by unseasonal rains. The
Maharashtra State Onion
Producers Farmers Asso-
ciation has submitted
memorandums to district
administrations in major
onion-growing  regions,
seeking  compensation,
free seeds, and policy
support.

“Unseasonal rains have
broken the backs of farm-
ers. The government
should immediately an-
nounce financial assis-
tance,” the association said
in a statement.

Vagaries of nature: An onion nursery damaged by unseasonal
rains in Niphad taluka of Nashik district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

From October 23 to 27,
districts like Mashik, Ah-
mednagar, Pune, Jalgaon,
Solapur, and Satara re-
ceived moderate to heavy
rainfall, ranging from 36.8
mm in Solapur to 58.4 mm
in Nashik, according to the
India Meteorological De-
partment. This rainfall, un-
usual for the post-mon-
soon period, has severely

impacted onion nurseries,
which are crucial for the
rabi sowing cycle.

Farmer Sanjay Bhadane
from Dhule district de-
scribed the situation as
dire. “Unseasonal rains
have wreaked havoc in ma-
ny parts of Dhule, includ-
ing Sakri taluka. Onion see-
dlings, soybeans, maize
and cotton crops have

been damaged on a large
scale. Farmers, already
burdened by rising input
costs and unstable market
prices, are now facing
another blow from na-
ture,” he said.
Maharashtra is India’s
leading onion producer,
contributing nearly 170
lakh metric tons in 2025, a
sharp rise from 86 lakh
metric tons in 2024. The
six districts account for
94.68% of the State's onion
cultivation area.

Crisis warning

The association has urged
the government to act be-
fore the situation worsens,
warning that if sowing fails,
the January to April har-
vest window will collapse,
leading to a supply crisis
and further economic dis-
tress.

Nano fertilizer enhancessoilhealth

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Blibaneswar, 10 October:

The Unit Head, IFFCO
Paradeep Unit, P. K.
Mahapatra, emphasized
the role of next-generation
Nano Fertilizers and their
promising future in
sustainable agriculture,

He highlighted how Nano
Fertilizers enhance soil
health, improve productivity,
and benefit farmers both
economically and
environmentally.

Hesaid this while speaking
at a crop seminar, jointly
organized by IFFCO Ltd
Paradeep Unit and CORDET.

Dr. R.K. Nayak, Professor
& IFFCO Chair, OUAT,
Bhubaneswar, elaborated
on the characteristics of
Odisha’s soil, the symptoms
of nutrient deficiencies,
and their corrective meastres
for better crop vield.

Dr. Sangita Mohanty,
Senior Sdentist (Soil Science),
CRRI, Cuttack, shared

valuable insights on Nutrient
Management in Rice
Cultivation.

Pradosh Kumar Behera,
Block Agriculture Officer,
Mahakalapara (Kendrapara),
discussed the advantages
of Nano Fertilizers over
traditional chemical
fertilizers.

He noted that the wider
use of Nano Fertilizers can
significantly reduce soil
and water pollution while
minimizing povernment
expenditure on fertilizer
subsidies.

Sitaratnamali Das, Block
Agriculture Officer, Kujanga
(Jagatsinghpur), highlighted
various Government Schemes
available for farmers and
explained how they can
avail these benefits effectively.

Sandyarani Behera, Field
Officer, [IFFCO Odisha State
Marketing Division, informed
that 75 agriculturaldrones
have been distributed across
different regions of Odisha
to assist farmers in spraying

Nano Fertilizers and
pesticides efficiently.

Kulamani Majhi, Principal,
CORDET, who spoke about
CORDET's continuous efforts
towards the welfare of the
farming community and
its journey since inception.

Jayanta Jena, , IFFCO,
who also proposed the vote
of thanks,

Among the dignitaries
present were S. P. Ratha,
General Manager (Nano);
B. K. Mishra, Joint General
Manager (Transportation);
Rakesh Pandey, Chief
Manager (Vigilance),
Prasanna Kumauar Beura,
Public Relation Officer,
IFFCO and Sushant Kumar
Jena, President, IFFCO
Officers’ Association.

More than 250 farmers
attended the seminar and
actively participatedin the
discussions. As a token of
appreciation, each farmer
was provided with one 500
ml bottle of Nano Fertilizer
and one bottle of Biofertilizer.
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® Scheme aims to bolster farm productivity and self-reliance

PM to speak with farmers today,
launch ?35K-crore agri schemes

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 10

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday
launch two major schemes
in the agriculture sector,
with an outlay of 235440
crore. The PM will launch
the '‘PM Dhan Dhaanyva
Krishl Yojana' with an
outlay of ¥24,000 crore and
“Mission for Aatmanirb-
harta in Pulses” with an
outlay of 211,440 crore.

The PMO said, “Mr Modi
will participate in a spe-
cial ‘Krishi’ programme at
the Indian Agricultural
Research  Institute  in
national capital and will
interact with farmers
and, thereafter, partici-
pate in a public pro-
gramme.”

“The programme under-
scores the PM's continued
commitment to farmer
welfare, agricultural self-
reliance, and strengthen-
ing rural infrastructure, It

Narendra Modi

will focus on promoting
modern agricultural prac-
tices, supporting farmers,
and celebrating signifi-
cant milestones in farmer
centrle initiatives.” The
Prime Minister's Office
sald.

The PM will launch “PM
Dhan Dhaanya Krishi
Yojana" which has an out-
lay of 224,000 crore.

It has the objective of
enhancing agricultural
productivity, Increasing
adoption of crop diversifi-
cation and sustainable
agriculture practices, aug-
menting post-harvest stor.
age at the panchayat and
block level, improving

» THE PM will also inau-

urate and dedicate to
the nation projects val-
ued at over 5,450 crore
in the a%riculture. ani-
mal husbandry, fish-
eries, and food process-
ing sectors

irrigation facilities and
facilitating availability of
long-term and short-térm
credit in the selected 100
distriets.

He will also launch the
“Misston for Aatmanirb-
harta in Pulses” with an
nutlaf of U440 crore
aimed at improving pro-
ductivity levels of pulses,
expanding the area under
pulse cultivation,
strengthening the value
chain - procurement, stor-

age, processing - and
ensuring reduction of
lnsses.

The Prime Minister will
also inaugurate and dedi-
cate to the nation projects

valued at over 256,450 crore
In the agriculture, animal
husbandry, Nsheries, and
food processing sectors,
while laying the founda-
tion stone for additional
projects  worth  around
815 crore,

The projects being inau-

gurated by the Prime
Minister include
Artificial  Insemination
Training Center at

Bengaluru and in J&K,
Centre of Excellence at
Amrell and  Banas,
Establishment of IVF Lab
at Assam under Rashtriya

Gokul Mission, Milk
Powder Plants at
Mehsana, Indore, and

Bhilwara, Fish Feed Plant
under Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana
at Tezpur, Assam,
Infrastructure for Agro-
processing Clusters,
Integrated Cold Chain,

and  Value  Addition
Infrastru-cture, among
others.

ICAR panel shortlists 23 wheat, five
barley varieties for commercial release

OUTPUT BOOST. A higher crop standards panel will have to give final clearance for new varieties

—
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

A key panel of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re
search (ICAR) has approved
a toral of 28 new varieties of
‘wheat and barley for the seed
sub-committee to consider
for release. This comes even
asthe wheat sowing season is
set to begin.

The Varietal Identification
Committee (VIC), convened
in August under ICAR's As-
sistant Director General SK
Pradhan, reviewed requests
for 46 new varieties of wheat
amnd barley. According to the
meeting minutes, 22 were
“identified” for approval by
the Central Sub-Committee
on Crop Standards, Notifica-
tion & Release of Varieties
(CSN&RV). This selection
includes 23 new wheat vari-
eties out of 41 requested and
all five new varieties of bar-

ley submitted by govern-
ment institutes and private
sector companies.

The approval process this
year is reportedly under
stricter scrutiny, after Agri-
culture  Minister  Shivraj
Singh Chouhan expressed
displeasure on farmers not
adopring the numerous vari-
eties released commercially.
He reportedly questioned
the rationale behind com-
mercially releasing varieties
that farmers ultimately do
not grow.

‘WHEAT FOR SOUTH

Of the four wheat varieties
the Punjab Agriculture Uni-
versity (PAU) sought clear-
ance for, only two were iden-
tified for approval: PBW 906
and PBW 915, PBW 915 is
noted for its vield advantage
and resistance to wheat rusts
in the North-East Plain
Zone, while PEW 906 is ideal

BUMPER I’IJ\R'UE!‘I’ India’ wheat production fqr the 2024-25
crop year has been estimated at a record 117.51 million tonnes,
with an official precurement of 30 mt

for the Central zone, also of-
fering higher yield and rust
resistance.

Similarly, the VIC identi-
fied seven of the 11 wheat
varieties developed by the
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI) and only
two of the six from the In-
dian Institute of Wheat and
Barley Research (IIWER),
:hough all three of [IWBR's

Excess monsoon rams fllls

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI OCT, 24

The widespread excess
rains during the monsoon
season have taken the
rainfall distortion index
(RDI) to its highest posi-
tive value in 14 years,
While the kKharif crop of
states like Telangana,
Rajasthan and Punjab,
could be affected by
excess rains, the rabi cro-
p will benefit due to high
molsture levels in the soll.

In the 2025 southwest

maonsoon, the RDI is at the
highest positive value of
18.7 in 14 vears, compared
with 17.8 in 2024 and a
five-year average of 9.8,
according to Crisil.

In terms of the Kharif
area impacted, since 2002,
2025 saw the highest inci-
dence of excess rainfall in
a season, except for 2022,
Though excess rainfall
was higher in 2022, 15 per
cent Kharif area also had
a deficit that vear com-

red to 5 per cent in 2025

While rainfall was 8 per

cent above the long period
average, there was excess
rainfall in 10 states, which
together represent 58 per

cent of Indias Kharif-
growing area. These incl-
ude Telangana, Punjab,

barley varieties were cleared.
The Centre in May had no-
tified 13 new varieties of
wheat (including three by
Pusa, two by IWER and one
by PAU) and three of barley
for commercial cultivation.
“Last time, some varieties
were notified for Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and
Tamil Nadu, where wheat is
normally not grown,” said

Pramod Kumar, former Pres-
ident of the Roller Flour
Millers Federation of India.
“There should be a study to
find out if those varieties are
successful during trials, why
farmers were reluctant toad-
opt those. The government
needs to seriously consider
expanding wheat area as con-
sumption has been exponen-
tially growing, outpacing
production.”

India's wheat production
for the 2024-25 crop vear has
been estimated at a record
highof 117.51 million tonnes
(mt), with an official pro
curement of 30 mt. With the
government targeting an
output of 119 mt this year,
experts believe that mne]v
approval and the adoption of
higher-yielding, climate-re-
silient seeds will be crucial,

This will allow seed com-
panies to start  growing
breeder seeds this year.

reservoirs for Rabi

Haryana, Rajasthan, Bih-
ar. Uttar Pradesh. Gujar-
at, West Bengal, Odisha
and Madhya Pradesh in
northwest, central and
southern regions. OF top
20 Kharif-growing states,
10 had excess rainfall, co-
red with five in 2024,

Sxeess rains will affect
the Kharif output In
Punjab, Rajasthan and
Telangana, all it is
not expected to have a sig-
nificant impact at the
countrywide level. While
the Mll impact s vet to be

known, cotton, rice, and
horticuliure are likely to
be affected.

The excess rainfall is
good news for the next
Rabl season. Abundant
rain has improved the
groundwater and reser-
voir levels, which is bene.
ficial for the Rabl crops
that rely on irrigation. If
there are no adverse
weather events and the
upecoming rabl season s
healthy, we would see the
third consecutive success-
ful harvest, finds Crisil.
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Trade deficit at 13-mth
high; US exports fall 12%

Gold imports up 107%; outbound shipments maintain momentum

SHREYA NANDI
New Delhi, 15 October

India’s trade
widened to a13-month
high in September,
driven by asharp rise
in bullion imports,
even as merchan-
dise exports grew
6.7 per cent year-
on-year (Y-o-Y) to

$36.38 billion, data released
by the commerce department on

deficit ?

Trade
amid
tariffs

Wednesday showed. This growth

came despite shipments to the US
contracting about 12 per cent,
following the 50 per cent tariff that
came into full force in September.
Imports grew at a faster pace of
16.7 percent at $68.53, resulting inthe
trade deficitwideningto$32.15billion
during the month. The trade deficit
stood at $24.65 billion in September
2024. However, servicesexportscon-
tracted 5.5 per cent to $30.82 billion,

FARMERS FIRST

® Under PM-Kisan scheme,
Rs 6,000 per year is
directly being transferred
into farmers' bank
accounts

® In Kamataka, over 43L
farmers benefit from PM-
Kisan scheme

® Nearly 100 dists in the
country included Under
PM Dhan Dhaanya Krishi
Yojana

KoppaL (KARNATAKA),

THE reduction in Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on bio-
pesticides and  micronutri-
ents will bring direct benefits
to our farmers and empower
them, Finance Minister Nir-
mala  Sitharaman  said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the audience af-
ter inaugurating the farmers’
training-cum-common  facil-
ity centre for agro-processing
at Methagal village in Kop-
pal district here, the Finance
Minister said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi "guided us to
make GST simpler and more
beneficial for the people”.

"r\cmrdmgl\'. we imple-

in September

to $9.6 billion.

mented GST from the very

first day of Navratri. GST rates
on several items have been re-
duced -- including agricultur-
al products such as tractors,
solar-powered  equipment,
and other machinery used by
our ‘annadatas,” she told the
gathering.

EM  Sitharaman  further
said that under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-Kisan) scheme, Rs 6,000
per year is directly transferred
into the bank accounts of
the farmers via direct benefit
transfer (DBT),

“In Karnataka, over 43
lakh farmers benefit under
the PM-KISAN scheme,” she
said.

The Finance Minister fur-
ther stated that under the PM

L BRI

while imports shrank 7.6 per cent to
$15.3 billion, resulting in asurplusof 75
$15.5 billion. Services trade data for
September is an “estimate”, which
will be revised based on the Reserve 35
Bank of India’s subsequent release,
the commerce department clarified.
The surge in inbound shipments
was led by a
107 per cent jump in gold imports g ndia keen to raise energy buys

India's merchandise
trade ($ billion) 58.73
Figures in brackets (7.80)

EXports s Imports
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TurmtoPage6p from US for ‘win-win' trade deal  4»

ST cut on bio-pesticides

| | n
will benefit farmers: FM

Dhan Dhaanya Krishi Yojana,
100 districts across the coun-
try have been included, and
Koppal district is one among
them.

"This scheme, with an out-
lay of Rs 24,000 crore and first
announced in Budget 2025-
26, is targeted at 100 districts
across India, including Kop-
pal. Under the PM Dhan
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana, farm-
ers will get quality seeds and
training in natural farming
techniques and water conser-
vation, irrigation facilities will
be improved, and access to
markets will become easier,”
she said.

Koppal district in northern
Karnataka is blessed with rich
agricultural diversity, contrib-

uting around 10 per cent of

PM Marendra Modi

guided us to make

GST simpler and more
beneficial for the people.
Accordingly, we implemented
GST from the very first day of
Navratri. GST rates on several
items have been reduced
-- Including agricultural
products such as tractors,
solar-powered equipment, and
other machinery used by our
‘annadatas'"

the state’s paddy production.
“The fertile fields here vield
a variety of fruits such as
Mango, guava, grapes, pome-
granate, papaya and figs. The
farmers of Koppal have nur-
tured this agricultural legacy
for generations, and it is the
government’s responsibility to
ensure they receive fair value
for their produce,” she said.
“When we talk about value
addition, the PM Formalisa-
tion of Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises (PM-FME)
scheme immediately comes to
mind. Launched in 2020, this
initiative  provides financial,
technical, and business sup-
port to help local entrepre-
neurs set up or upgrade micro
food processing units in every

district,” Sitharaman added.
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UPtoroll out Digital Agriculture Policy for
real-time crop, marketinsights: CM Yogi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Luicknow, 15 October

Chiel Minister Yo Adityanath
has directed oflficials to
expedite the creation of a
Digit ol Agriculture Ecosystem
in Uttar Pradeshto strengthen
the agricultural sector through
self-reliance, sustainability,
and digital imnovation,

The proposed system will
provide real-time, integrated
acvess todata on cops, weather,
seeds, irrigation, lertilisers,
insurance, markets, logistics,
and institutional services.

Reviewing the progress of

the Uttar Prdesh Agriculture
Growth and Rural Enterprise

Ecosystem Strengthening
Project (UP-Agrees) here lust
night, the Chief Minister
instructed that a Digital
Agriculture Policy be pre pared
based on national technical
standards to ensure secune
cyber infrastructure and
promote innovation-based
research,

Highlighting the vision of
"From Agriculture to Industry”,
the Chiel Minister emphasised
value addition, processing,
and local employment
generation, He directed that
under the coordination of the
Uttar Pradesh Diversified
Agriculture Support Project
(UP DASP), the initiative be

implementedincollaboration
with agricultural universities,
Krishi Vigyan Kendras, and
Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs),

Officialsinformed that the
Rs 4,000-crore (USS500
million) project, supported
by the World Bank, is being
implemented over six years
across 28 districts ineastern
Uttar Pracksh and Bundekhand,
The project aims to promote
sustainable growth aligned
with changing climatic
conditions, strengthen market
linkages, enhance productivity,
optimise resource use, and
support the development of
agro-based industries,

India aims to boost exports
of non-basmatirice to Japan

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 24

INDIAIS SEEKING to expand
its non-basmati riceexports in
key markets including the
Philippines, Indonesia, Japan,
Gambia, Ghana and Liberia by
promoting varieties tailored to
local consumer preferences,a
commerce ministry official
said on Friday.

“Wewant to expand non-
basmati rice exports in the
identified markets where we
think India’s share in ship-
ments can increase with little
more effort” Abhishek Dev,
chairman, Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Development Authority
(APEDA), said at a briefing.

India has been the world’s
largest exporter of rice—both
basmati and non-basmati—
over the past decade, com-
manding a 35%-40% share
ofglobalrice trade.The coun-
try ships aromatic and long-
grain varieties to more than
140 destinations across Asia,
WestAsia, Europeand the US,
competing with major
exporters such as Thailand
and Pakistan.

For Japan,annual import

OVERSEAS SALES

India's rice exports (5 bn)

2021-22 [962 [ ]

2022-23 [I104

2023-24 |1o_1,.1

2024-25 |12,95

2025-26
(Apr-Sept) | 5.630

of rice is around § 8§00 mil-
lion while India's ships rice
valued at only about $§30-35
million. The most of the rice
exports to high value markets
like Japan are from Vietnam
and the US.

“Keeping into considera-
tion the distinct taste of con-
sumers in Japan,wehave iden-
tified sticky rice varieties from
the north-eastern and Jammu
and Kashmir, Dev said.

APEDA is aiming to pro-
mote the geographicalidenti-
fication (GI) tagged 15 vari-
eties of non-basmati rice
including Kalanamak, Lal
Chawal,Pokkali and Johainthe

global market.

India exported 20.1 million

tonne (MT) of rice valued at
512.95billioninFY2024-25,
according to officialdata. Dur-
ing April-September 2025,
rice exports—including both
basmati and non-basmati vari-
eties—rose over 10% year-on-
yearto 55.63 billion.

Tostrengthen its positionin

the global rice trade, the gov-
ernmenthasestablished aNon-
Basmati Rice Development
Fund. The Centre began easing
curbs on exports in September
2024, nearly a year after they
were imposed amid prospects
of a bumperharvest.
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India launches global AgXelerate platform to
connect agri-innovators with global markets

Scientific innovation is happening globally, but commercial

access and scale-up

NEW DELHI, Oct 15: To connect
agricultural innovators with interna-
tional markets, a cross-border agri-
platform Global AgXelerate was
launched here on Wednesday, posi-
tioning India as a critical node in Lhe
global agri-innovation network.

The capital investments and tech-
nology ecosystems platform, launched
by AgVaya and BioSTL, with support
from the Indian Council for Research
on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER) and Federation of Seed In-
dustry of India, will link startups, incu-
baters and investors frum the US,
Brazil, UK, Netherands, lsrael, Ar-
gentina and Australia to create mar-
ket pathways for science-based solu-
tions in regenerative agriculture,

“Scientific mnovation is happening
globally, but commercial access and
scale-up remain fragmented,” said
Donn Rubin, CEO and President of
BioSTL, a St Louis-based non-profit

remain fragmented

that has helped build over 140 start-
ups, mobilising more than USD 3 bil

lion in venture capital through its Bio-
Generator arm.

“Through AgXelerate, we aim o
connect India'’s dynamic agricultural
ecozystem with 5t Lowis's innovation
hub, building bridges between inno-
vators, investors and farmers,” he
said in a statement.

With over 150 million smallhold-
ers and an agritech sector that has
attracted USD 2.5 billion in funding
since 2020, India is emerging asa key
hub for global agri-innovation,

Global agricultural markets are
projected to reach USD 12 trillion by
2033, driven by regenerative agricul-
ture, agri-biotech and precision-farm-
Ing iInnovations.

“The real value of innovation lies
in its ability to reach markets and
smallholder farmers. Global AgXel-
erate is designed to do exactly that -

to build bridges between science,
startups and scale,” said Ram Kaund-
inya, Partner, AgVaya LLP and Ad-
viser, Federation of Seed Industry of
India (FSID).

“It will enable a two-way flow of
technology, bringing cutting-edge glo
bal innovations to Indian farmers,
while also taking Indian technologics
and agri-solutions Lo international
markets.”

Vijay Chauhan, GlobalSTL Lead at
BioSTL, emphasised that India is
uniquely positioned as a source and
destination for innovation.

“The focus of this platform is on
smallholder farmers, who form over
80 per cent of India’s farming commu-
nity. Global AgXelerate aims to bring
tangible benefits to them and help In-
dia become the global centre of inno-
vation for smallholder farmers.”

Trilochan Mohapatra, Chairman of
the Protection of Plant Varieties and

Farmers’ Rights Authority, highlight-
cd that one of India’s key challenges
lies in ensuring technology reaches
smallholder farmers,

“Unless technology becomes ac-
cessible to smallholders, meeting the
country's food requirements will be
difficult. By delivering the right tech-
nologies to them, we can enhance
their incomes while maintaining sus-
tainable food systems,” he said, add-
ing that better market access is
equally important for farmers to sell
their prosluce effectively.

Delivering the chief guest's ad-
dress, RS Paroda, Chairman, Trust
for Advancement of Agricultural Sci-
ences (TAAS), said India was emerg-
ing as & credible global voice in agri-
cultural science.

“The future of agriculture lies in
eollaboration, not isolation. Through
initiatives like this, India can demon-
strate that innovation partnerships,
even amid global trade frictions, can
deliver sustainability and shared pros-
perity,” Paroda added. — PTI

Sankarasubramanian, CEO
of Coromandel Intl, assumes
charge as Chairman of FAI

—
QOur Bureau
Hyderabad

S Sankarasubramanian,
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Coro-
mandel International, has
assumed charge as the Chair-
man of the Fertiliser Associ-
ation of India (FAI), suc-
ceeding Shailesh C Mehta.

Siba Prasad Mohanty, MD
of Hindustan Urvarak &
Rasayan Ltd, formerly one of
the two Co-Chairmen, will
now be the sole Co-Chair-
man of the association.

The 70-year-old organisa-
tion represents fertilizer
manufacturers, distributors,
importers, equipment manu-
facturers, research institutes
and suppliers of inputs.

Sankarasubramanian, cur-
rently Co-Chairman of the

S Sankarasubramanian,
Chairman of Fertiliser
Association of India

FAI Board and Chairman of
the FAI's southern region,
has over three decades of di-
verse experience in the fer-
tilizer industry, particularly
in the phosphatic and potas-
sic sector.

“We will continue to align
industry goals with national
agricultural priorities to
foster growth, resilience and
long-term food security,” he
said in a statement.
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Crystal Crop Protection founder steps back as son
takes expanded leadership role

dated: Nov 25, 2025, 01:05:00 PM IST

Synopsis

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd announced a leadership change. Founder Nand Kishor
Aggarwal becomes Chairman Emeritus. His son Ankur Aggarwal is now Executive
Chairman and Managing Director. This transition supports the company's expansion in
crop protection, seeds, biotechnology, and sustainable farming.

Agrochemical maker Crystal Crop
Protection Ltd on Tuesday said it had

appointed founder Nand Kishor

Aggarwal as Chairman Emeritus while
CRYSTA L elevating his son Ankur to Executive

Chairman and Managing Director.

The leadership transition comes as

the company seeks to expand its
presence in crop protection, seeds, biotechnology, and sustainable farming
solutions amid a rapidly evolving global agricultural landscape.

Nand Kishor Aggarwal, who founded the company four decades ago, will
provide strategic counsel and focus on philanthropic initiatives in education,
livelihoods, and sustainable development, the company said in a statement.

"This elevation marks a thoughtful future-ready succession,” Aggarwal said,
adding that the change would help propel the company's future growth.

Ankur Aggarwal, who was previously managing director, said he would focus
on innovation and building a globally competitive organisation while carrying
forward his father's legacy.

The succession marks a generational shift for the research-focused
agrochemical firm as it positions itself to play a larger role in Indian
agriculture.
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Gr Noida set to become a major
agri-export zone with new hub

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: 'The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) has proposed the
creation of a world-class Agri
Export Hub near the upcoming
Noida International Airport
(Jewar), in partnership with
Patanjali Group and Innova
Food Park, Kolar (Karnataka).

Under the proposal, Patan-
jali has been asked to sublease
50 acres of its allotted land in
Sector 24A to Innova for set-
ting up the hub. The land is
part of the 430 acres allotted
to Patanjali by the state gov-
ernment in 2017300 acres to
Patanjali Food and Herbal Park
Noida Pvt Ltd and 130 acres to
Patanjali Ayurveda Ltd. As per
project terms, Patanjali is per-
mitted to sublease up to 20%
of its land, and the location,
already earmarked for agro-
processing, makes it ideal for
such a facility.

“The proposed hub will

Located just 10 km
from the airport’s
cargo terminal,
the hub aims to
reduce transit time
and logistics costs,
opening direct
routes to Europe

boost Patanjali’s own project
while enabling direct farm-to-
market linkages,” said Shailen-
dra Bhatia, Officer on Special

Duty, YEIDA.

The plan, approved by
the UP Cabinet, falls under
the World Bank-supported
UP Agriculture Growth and
Rural Enterprise Ecosystem
Strengthening Project. The
export hub will serve as a mod-
ern facility for testing, grad-
ing, and packaging agricultural
and horticultural produce for
global markets.

Strategically located just 10
km from the airport’s cargo ter-
minal, the hub aims to reduce
transit time and logistics costs,
opening direct export routes to
the Middle East, Europe, and
Russia. The project is expected
to significantly benefit farm-
ers and agro-industries across
western Uttar Pradesh.

YEIDA has already held
initial discussions with Patan-
jali, and a final decision from
the company is awaited. If
approved, the sublease to
Innova will mark a significant
step in transforming the region
into a major agri-export zone.
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Tropical Agro launches insecticide
to tackle chewing, leaf-eating pests

—
Our Bureau
Chennal

Chennai-based Tropical
Agro, one of the country’s
top crop management com-
panies, has launched a next-
generation insecticide,
which tackles pests and
provides lasting protection
against major chewing and
leaf-eating pests, including
fruit borers, Spodoptera spe-
cies, and other Lepidopteran
caterpillars.

In a statement, the com-
pany noted that Lepidop-
teran caterpillars, the larval
stage of moths and butter-
flies, are among the most de-
structive pests affecting
crops such as chilli, cotton,
tomato, brinjal, rice and
maize. Fruit-borer infesta-
tions in chilli alone can cause
vield losses of up to 50 per
cent, while several Spodop-

VK Jhaver, Founder and
Chairman

tera species lead to severe
defoliation in cotton, maize
and tomato.

TRIPLE-COMBO
FORMULA

Tag Hikima combines
Emamectin, Chlorantranili-
prole and Deltamethrin in a
triple-action  formulation
that delivers rapid knock-
down. Pests stop feeding
shortly after contact, and
high mortality is achieved

Address:

even in late-instar larvae, en-
suring effective control of
larval damage, including
Spodoptera.

The formulation provides
strong protection during the
flowering and  fruiting
phases, when crops are most
vulnerable, and supports
higher vyields through a
phytotonic effect that en-
hances overall plant growth
and vitality.

“Pests continue to be one
of the major factors behind
low yields and economic
losses, and our focus is on de-
livering innovative, multi-
benefit  solutions  that
provide long-lasting protec-
tion,” said VK Jhaver,
Founder and Chairman of
Tropical Agro. Recently, it
launched a patented insect-
icide formulation, Tag Fly
Gold, to combat thrips, fruit
borers, whiteflies, mites and
other major sucking pests.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.



