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Indian agrochemical exports likely to cross
Rs. 80,000-crore in four years: Report

India’s agrochemical exports conld
exceed Rs. B0.000-crore in the next
four years, according to a knowledge
paper released at the Tth AGM of Agro
Chem Federation of India (ACFI).

Industry leaders who spoke at the
AGM siated that this growth can come
about il the government focuses on
facilitating a conducive environment
which includes streamlining licencing
norms, improving infrastrocture  for
storage and sale. incentivising biopes-
ticide production, streamlining regi-
stration process for new molecules,
entering (rade agreements with coun-
trigs with more relaxed MRL norms,
introducing PLI-like scheme to attract
investment from global players and
reducing G5T from 18% to 3%,

The knowledge paper, jointly pre-
pared by ACFI and EY. highlighted that
the introduction of PLI incentives for
agrochemicals could boost investments
by around Rs, 10,000-15.000-crore in
the next five vears,

Speaking at a panel discussion dur-

ing the AGM. Mr. Parikshit Mundhra,
Chairman. ACFI, said. “The reliance
on generic molecules. low agrochemi-
cal usage. the complex registration
process for new molecules and heavy
dependence on imporis are some of the
challenges that must be transformed
mto opportunities through the “Make in
India’ initiatives.”

Industry experts like Mr, Parikshith
JThaver, Founder & Promoter. Tagros
Chemicals; Mr. Rajesh Aggarwal, MD,
Insecticides India, Mr. Ankur Agarwal,
MD, Crysial Crop Protection; and
Mr. Maulik Mehia. CEQ. Decpak Nitrite
reiterated that the “Make in India” initi-

ative has the potential to transform

India’s agrochemical industry  into
a global manufaciuring and expon
powerhouse.

“As the fourth-largest producer of
agrochemicals globally, India faces a
paradox; while it holds significant pro-
duction capacity. it still impornts signi-
ficant quantities of agrochemicals, pri-
marily from China, The "Make in India’
initiative provides a timely framework
to transform these challenges into
opporiunities. enabling India (o become
a global manufacturing and export hub
for agrochemicals.” said Dr. Kalyvan
Goswami. Director General of ACFL
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Agrochemical exports may
hit ¥80K cr in &4 yrs: Report

The country's agrochemical exports could increase to
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over80,000 crore in the next fouryears provided
the industry is facilitated with a conducive
environment, according to a report by AFCl and
EY. Areport by Industry body Agro Chem

Federation of India (ACFI) and EY titled ‘Indian

Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the challenges

and the aspirations’ noted that the exports of agrochemicals

stood at343,223 crore in FY23.

Report: Agrochemical
exports may touch
280,000 crin 4 years

INDIA'S AGROCHEMICAL
EXPORTS could increase to over
280,000 crore in the next four
years, provided the industry is
facilitated with conducive
environment, according to a
report by industry body ACFl and
EY. The report noted the exports
of agrochemicals stood at
343,223 crore in FY23. The USP of
India's agrochemical industry is
their quality and affordable

prices, it stated. —PTI

PTI

Agrochemicals exports
may touch 80,000 cr

NLW DELHI

INDIA'S agrochemical ex-
ports could increase to over
Rs 80,000 crore in the next
four years provided the in-
dustry is facilitated with
conducive  environment,
according to a report by
AFCI and EY.

A report by Industry
body Agro Chem Federa-
tion of India (ACFI) and EY
titled ‘Indian Agrochemical
Industry: The Story, the
challenges and the aspira-
tions’ noted that the exports
of agrochemicals stood at
Rs 43,223 crore in the 2022-
23 fiscal. “Indias Agro-
chemical exports outweigh
the domestic consumption
of the same. The Indian
exports by agrochemical
industry have witnessed
commendable growth in
recent times, said the re-

[T -

port which was released at
the 7th AGM of ACFI held
recently\ ACFI said that
the government must focus
on facilitating a conducive
environment which in-
cludes streamlining licenc-
ing norms and improving
infrastructure for storage
and sale, incentivise biope-
sticide production, stream-
line registration process for
new molecules, enter trade
agreements with coun-
tries with more relaxed
MRL norms, introduce
PLI-like scheme to attract
investment from global
players.
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Agrochemical exports may touch
80,000 crore in four years: Report

PTI B NEW DELHI at the 7th AGM of ACFLheld  achieving exports of over Rs  “lndia’s agrochemical
recently: 80,000 crore i the next four  industry plays a pivotal role in
India’: agrochemical exports  ACFI - said  that  the  years) the report said, its  agricultural  success,

could increase to over Rs §aurmmrnt must foeus on The industry  body alse supl;m'n'n increased crop
80,000 crore in the next four facilitating 3 conducive pitched for reducing GST  yields and safeguarding food
years provided the industry s environment which includes  from 18 per cent to 5 percent.  security.

facilitated with conducive streamlining licencing norms  "The reliance on generic As  the  fourth-largest

environmenl, according to a  and improving infrastructure  molecules, low agrochemical  producer of agrochemicals
report by AFCland EY. for storage and  sale, usage, the complex  globally, India ~ faces a
A report by Industry body incentivise biopesticide regisiration process for new paradox: while it holds
Agro Chem Federation of production, streamline  molecules and heavy  significant deuctiun
India (ACFI) and EY titled registration process for new dependence on imports are capacity, it stll imports
"Indian Agrochemical molecules,  enter  trade some of the challenges that significant amount  of
Industry: agreements with countries must be transformed into  agrochemicals, primarily

The Story, the challenges and  with more relaxed MRL  opportunities through the from China” ACFI Director
the aspirations’ noted that the norms, introduce PLI-like ‘Make in India’ initlatives,” General Kalyan Goswami

exports  of agrochemicals scheme to attract investmem  Parikshit Mundhra, said

stood at Re 43,223 crore in the  from global players. Chairman, ACFI sad. The “Maike in India” initiative
2022-23 fiscal “The USP  of Indid's Given its role in enhancing provides a timely framework
“Indid’s Agrochemical exports  agrochemical industry is their  agricultural productivity .m& to transform these challenges
outweigh the domestic quality and affordable prices  export potential, he said the into opportunities, en.thiin%

consumption of the same,  which makes their products u]r'muhcmical industry will India to become a global

The Indian exports by the first choice of millions of  play a vital role in Indias manufacturing and export

agrochemical industry have farmers across 130 nations, quest of becoming a global  hub for agrochemicals, he
L

witnessed commendable [f facilitated a conducive manufacturing hub ultimately  adde
growth in recent times” said  environment, the sector resulting in a USD 5 trillion  Agrochemical usage (kgha)

G Row. RE PO RT the report which was released  shows  the potential  of  economy by 2025, is lower in the Indian market.
L]
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federation of India (ACFI) India’s agrochemical

and EY titled ‘Indian '
Aetarhetiienl InAnstey: exports could increase to

The Story, the challenges over Rs 80,000 crore in the
and the aspirations’ noted

that the exports of agro- next four years provided

chemicals stood at 343,223 ' : o
crore in the 2022-23 fiscal. the industry is facilitated

India’'s agrochemical with conducive environ-

exports outweigh the :
domestic consumption of ment, accordmg to a

the same. The exports by report by AFCI| and EY.
agrochemical industry

have witnessed commend- A report by ACFl and EY
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Himes, said the report. titled ‘Indian Agrochemical

“India’s agrochemical Industry: The Story, the
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role in its agricultural chalienges an the aspir-

success, supporting the ations’ noted that the
increased crop yields and

safeguarding the food exports of agrochemicals
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said. — PTI the 2022-23 fiscal.
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Agrochemicals exports
may touch Rs 80k cr
in 4 yrs: ACFI-EY report

NEW DELHI, SEPT 9 /--/ Country's agrochemical exports
could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years
provided the industry is facilitated with conducive
environment, according toareportby AFCland EY.

A report by Industry body Agro Chem Federation of
India (ACFI)and EY titled 'Indian Agrochemical Industry:
The Story, the challenges and the aspirations' noted that the
exports of agrochemicals stood at Rs 43,223 crore in the
2022-23 fiscal.

"India’s Agrochemical exports outweigh the domestic
consumption of the same. The Indian exports by
agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable
growth in recent times,"” said the report which was released
at the 7th AGM of ACFI held recently. ACFI said that the
government must focus on facilitating a conducive
environment which includes streamlining licencing norms
and improving infrastructure for storage and sale,
incentivise biopesticide production, streamline
registration process for new molecules, enter trade
agreements with countries with more relaxed MRL norms,
introduce PLI-like scheme to attract investment from global
players.

"The USP of India’s agrochemical industry is their
quality and affordable prices which makes their products
the first choice of millions of farmers across 130 nations. If
facilitated a conducive environment, the sector shows the
potential of achieving exports of over Rs 80,000 crore in the
next four years,"” the report said.

The industry body also pitched for reducing GST from
18 per cent to 5 per cent. "The reliance on generic
molecules, low agrochemical usage, the complex
registration process for new molecules and heavy
dependence on imports are some of the challenges that must
be transformed into opportunities through the 'Make in
India' initiatives," Parikshit Mundhra, Chairman, ACFI
said. Given its role in enhancing agricultural productivity
and export potential, he said the agrochemical industry will
play a vital role in India's quest of becoming a global
manufacturing hub ultimately resulting in a USD 5 trillion
economy by 2025, "India's agrochemical industry plays a
pivotal role in its agricultural success, supporting
increased crop vields and safeguarding food security. As
the fourth-largest producer of agrochemicals globally, India
faces a paradox: while it holds significant production
capacity, it still imports significant amount of
agrochemicals, primarily from China," ACFI Director
General Kalyan Goswami said. (PTI)
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India's agrochemical exports could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years provided the industry is facilitated with
conducive environment, according to a report by AFCI and EY. A report by Industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY
titled 'Indian Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the challenges and the aspirations' noted that the exports of agrochemicals stood at Rs
43,223 crore in the 2022-23 fiscal.
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India's agrochemical exports could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years provided the industry is facilitated with conducive environment,
according to a report by AFCL and EY.

A report by Industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY titled 'Indian Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the challenges and the aspirations'
noted that the exports of agrochemicals stood at Rs 43,223 crore in the 2022-23 fiscal.

Click here to connect with us on WhatsApp

"India’s Agrochemical exports outweigh the domestic consumption of the same. The Indian exports by agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable
growth in recent times," said the report which was released at the 7th AGM of ACFI held recently.
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Agrochemical Exports Could Soar To Rs 80,000 Crore
With Proper Industry Support: Report

A report by Industry body Agro Chem Federation of India and EY noted that the exports
of agrochemicals stood at Rs 43,223 crore in the 2022-23 fiscal.
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India's Agrochemical Exports to Reach Rs 80,000 Crore in 4
Years
By Rediff Money Desk, New Delhi Sep 09, 2024 15:18 . 0

Share on: ({(i8) X

An ACFI-EY report predicts Indian agrochemical exports to exceed Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years with a
conducive environment. The industry currently exports over Rs 43,000 crore and aims to capitalize on its
competitive advantages, including quality and affordability, to achieve this target.

Agrochemicals exports
may touch Rs 80,000 cr
in 4 yrs: ACFI-EY report

The industry body also pitched for reducing GST from 18% to
5%.

‘Make In India’ Initiative To Help Agrochemicals
Export Cross Rs 80,000 Cr In 4 Years

Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have
witnessed commendable growth in recent times and are
likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years,
according to a new report.
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‘Make In India’ Initiative To Help
Agrochemicals Export Cross Rs 80,000 Cr In 4
Years

The ‘Make in India’ initiative provides a timely framework to transform challenges into
opportunities, enabling India to become a global manufacturing and export hub for
agrochemicals.

Agrochemicals exports may touch Rs
80,000 crin 4 yrs: ACFI-EY report

@ oo reinanen Lares QG QOO
New Delhi, Sep 9 (PTI) India's agrochemical exports could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the

next four years provided the industry is facilitated with conducive environment, according to a

report by AFCIl and EY.

Agrochemical exports may touch Rs 80,000 crore in four years:
Report

Tuesday, 10 September 2024 | PTI | NEW DELHI

ShaRE India’s agrochemical exports could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years provided the industry is

facilitated with conducive environment, according to a report by AFCI and EY.
A report by Industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY titled ‘Indian Agrochemical Industry:

The Story, the challenges and the aspirations’ noted that the exports of agrochemicals stood at Rs 43,223 crore in
the 2022-23 fiscal.

®O0Q

“India’s Agrachemical exports outweigh the domestic consumption of the same. The Indian exports by
agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth in recent times," said the report which was released
at the 7th AGM of ACFI held recently.

ACFI said that the government must focus on facilitating a conducive environment which includes streamlining
licencing norms and improving infrastructure for storage and sale, incentivise biopesticide production, streamline
registration process for new molecules, enter trade agreements with countries with more relaxed MRL norms,
introduce PLI-like scheme to attract investment from global players,

“The USP of India's agrochemical industry is their quality and affordable prices which makes their products the
first choice of millions of farmers across 130 nations.

D AN
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Agrochemical industry is getting the
benefit of 'Make in India’, exports can
cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next 4
years

Agrochemical industry is getting the benefit of 'Make in India’, exports can cross Rs 80,000
crore in the next 4 years

Boosting India's Agrochemical Exports: A
Path to Economic Growth

India's agrochemical exports are projected to exceed Rs 80,000 crore over the next
four years, if the industry receives suitable support, according to a report by ACFI and
EY. The industry's export potential could be maximized through favorable government
policies, infrastructure improvements, and investment incentives.
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Government should encourage the manufacture

and export of agricultural chemicals: ACFI
f O <
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New Delhi/Team Digital. Exports of agrochemicals have seen a significant rise in

recent times and are expected to cross the Rs 80,000 crore mark in the next Four
years, according to a knowledge paper titled 'Indian Agrochemical Industry: The

Story, The Challenges, The Aspirations' released by the Agro Chem Federation of

Government Should Provide
Incentives for Agrochemical
Manufacturing and Export: ACFI

India's agrochemical exports are projected to surpass Rs 80,000 crore in four years,
fueled by high quality and affordability. Industry experts urge for regulatory and
infrastructural improvements to unlock this growth and establish India as a global
agrochemical powerhouse.
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Government should reduce GST on agricultural chemicals from 18% to 5%: ACFI

According to a recently released AFCI-EY knowledge paper, Indian agrochemical exports could reach Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years. To achieve this
growth, reforms in licensing norms, development of infrastructure, and reduction in GST rates have been recommended. The "Make in India® initiative has been
cited as a key player in transforming the agrochemical industry into a global manufacturing and export power.

ﬂrrf'
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New Delhi: The agrochemical exports have shown remarkable growth recently and could exceed Rs
80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a knowledge paper by AFCI-EY titled “Indian
Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the Challenges, the Aspirations.” This paper was released at Tuesday’s
7th AGM of the Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI).
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Streamline registration process for new agrochemical molecules and reduce GST to 5% on agrochemicals from 18%

The agrachemical exparts have recorded a significant growth in recent times and could exceed Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a knowledge paper by AFCI-EY titled
Indian Agrochemical Industry; The Story, the challenges. the aspirations, released at the 7th AGM of Agro Chem Federation of Indla {ACFI) on Tuesday,

“The USP of India agrochemical industry is their quality and affordable pricas which makes their products as the first choice of millions of farmers across 130 nations. If facilitated a
conducive environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports of over Rs 80,000 arore in the next four years,” the knowledge paper staled

Industry leaders said that for exports lo grow, the government must focus on facilitating a conducive environment which includes streamlining licencing normms and improving infrastructure for
storage and sale, incentivise biopesiicide production, streamline registration process for new molecules, enter irade agreements with countries with more relaxed MRL norms, [ntroduce PLI-
like scheme fa atiract investment from global players and reduce GST from 18% lo 5%,

The paper further highlighted that the infroduction of PLI incentives for agrochemicals can boos! investment of around Rs 10,000 to Rs 15,000 crore in the next 5 years

Speaking al the panel discussion, Parikshit Mundhra, Chairman, ACFI said, “The reliance an generic molecules, low agrechemical usage, the caomplex registration process for new
molecules and heavy dependence on imports are some of the challenges that must be transformed inte opportunities through the “Make in India” initiatives.”

Given its role in enhancing agricultural productivity and export potential, the agrochemical industry will play a vital roie in India's quest of becoming a global manufacturing hub ultimately
resulting in USS 5 trillion economy by 2025, Mundhra added

The agriculture sector has been growing at 3.8-4% GAGR and {o meet this objective, the agriculture and allied sectors need lo grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 9.3%

I the panel discussion tilled “Make in India: Transforming challenges into opporunities in the Agrochemical Industry”, Parikshith Jhaver, Founder & Promoter, Tagros Chemicals; Rajesh
Aggarwal, MD. Insecticides India Limited; Parikshit Mundhra, Chairman, ACFI; Ankur Agarwal, MO, Crysial Crop Protection Lid.: Aashish Kasad, Sr. Pariner, EY and Maulik Mehta, CEQ,
Deepak Nitrite Ltd. reiterated that the "Make in India” initiative has the potential to transform India’s agrochemical industry into a global manufacturing and export powerhouse.

Speakers highlighted the below challenges of Indian agrochemical industry

Government Should Provide Incentive for
Agrochemical Manufacturing & Export: ACFI

& September 5, 2024 W ACFI

OfwlinJOJ +

05 September 2024, New Delhi: The agrochemical exports have recorded a significant growth in
recent times and could exceed Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a knowledge
paper by AFCI-EY titled Indian Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the challenges, the aspirations,
released at the 7th AGM of Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) on Tuesday.

“The USP of India’s agrochemical industry is their quality and affordable prices which makes their
products as the first choice of millions of farmers across 130 nations. If facilitated a conducive
environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports of over Rs 80,000 crore in the
next four years,” the knowledge paper said.

Industry veterans said that for exports to grow, the government must focus on facilitating a
conducive environment which includes streamlining licensing norms and improving infrastructure
for storage and sale, incentivise biopesticide production, streamlining the registration process for
new molecules, entering trade agreements with countries with more relaxed MRL norms,
introduce PLI-like scheme to attract investment from global players and reduce GST from 18% to
5%.

Tech-Driven Innovations Crucial for Boosting
Agrochemical Exports: ACFI

ACFI also called for a reduction in GST on agrochemicals from 18% to 5%

By Vaishali Mehta 4 September 2024 A+A
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ACFl in collaboration with EY released a knowledge report on Make in India

“Indian agrochemical industry is characterised by its quality and affordable prices, making its
products the first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries. If a conducive environment
is provided, the sector has the potential to achieve exports of over Rs 80,000 crore in the next
four years,” the knowledge paper said. Industry leaders said that to boost exports, the
government should focus on creating a conducive environment, including streamlining licensing
norms and improving infrastructure for storage and sales, encouraging biopesticide production,
streamlining the registration process for new molecules, entering into trade agreements with
countries with more relaxed MRL norms, introducing a PLI-like scheme to attract investments

from global players, and reducing GST from 18% to 5%.

The knowledge paper further highlights that the introduction of PLI incentives for agrochemicals

could boost investments by about Rs 10,000 to Rs 15,000 crore over the next 5 years.
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ACFI Urges Government to Offer
[ncentives for Agrochemical
Manufacturing and Export

By CID Editorial Team - September 5, 2024

™  Agrochemical exports has witnessed
remarkable growth and are projected to
surpass 380,000 crore within the next four

years, according to a paper by Agro Chem
AGRO CHEM FEDERATION OF INDIA  Federation of India (ACFI-EY), titled Indian

Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the
Challenges, the Aspirations.
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Government incentives needed for manufacturing and
export of agrochemicals: ACFI

By TNB Bureau, September 5, 2024 <,  Share o :
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New Delhi. The Indian agrochemical industry has recently recorded a significant growth in
exports, and experts believe it could cross the Rs 80,000 crore mark in the next four years. The
Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) here in its knowledge paper -- 'Indian Agrochemical
Industry: The Story, The Challenges, The Aspirations' -- highlights the potential and challenges of
the industry.

The agrochemical exports have recorded a significant growth in recent times and could
exceed Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a knowledge paper by AFCI-
EY titled Indian Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the challenges, the aspirations,

released at the 7th AGM of Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) on September 3, 2024.

“The USP of India agrochemical industry is their quality and affordable prices which
makes their products as the first choice of millions of farmers across 130 nations. If
facilitated a conducive environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving
exports of over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years,” the knowledge paper said.

The Indian agrochemical industry is poised for significant expansion, with exports potentially exceeding 80,000 crore over the next
four years. This projection comes from a report titled "Indian Agrochemical Industry: The Story, the Challenges, the Aspirations,’
released during the 7th Annual General Meeting of the Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI). The report highlights that the quality
and affordability of Indian agrochemicals have made them popular amoeng farmers in over 130 countries. With appropriate

government support and facilities, the sector could experience substantial arowth in exports.
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India’s agrochemical exports could increase to over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years
provided the industry is facilitated with conducive environment. India’s Agrochemical
exports outweigh the domestic consumption of the same. The Indian exports by
agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth in recent times. India's
agrochemical industry plays a pivotal role in its agricultural success, supporting increased
crop yields and safeguarding food security.

Agrochemicals export likely to touch Rs 80,000 crore in 4 yrs: ACFI-EY report

S, |BEF Y September 10, 2024

India’s agrochemical exports are projected to exceed Rs, B0,000 crore (US% 9.6] billion) over the next four years, contingent upon a supportive industry
environment, according to a report by the Agro Chem Federation of India [ACF1) and EY. The report highlights that agrochemical exports reached Rs.
43,225 crore (US$ 5.50 billion) in the 2022-23 fiscal year, surpassing domestic consumption. Te achieve this growth, the report emphasizes the need for
government action, including streamlining licensing processes, enhancing storage and sales infrastructure, incentivizing biopesticide production, and
simplifying the registration of new products. ACFI also advocates for trade agreements with countries that have relaxed maximum residue level (MRL)
narms and suggests reducing the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on agrochemicals from 18% to 5%.

Despite being the fourth-largest global producer of agrochemicals, India still relies heavily on imports, particularly from China. The report notes that
India's agrochemical usage is lower than the global average, with just 400 grams per hectare compared to 2.6 kg per hectare worldwide. The "Make in
India” initiative is a crucial opportunity to address these challenges and position India as a global agrochemical manufacturing and export hub.

Disclaimer: This infermation has been collected through secondary research and |BEF is not responsible for any errars in the same.
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'Make in India' initiative to help agrochemicals export
cross Rs 80,000 cr in 4 years

Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth in recent times.

New Delhi, Sep 10 (IANS) Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed
commendable growth in recent times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next
four years, according to a new report.The ‘Make in India’ initiative provides a timely
framework to transform challenges into opportunities, enabling India to become a global
manufacturing and export hub for agrochemicals.

The USP of India's agrochemical industry is quality and affordable prices which makes
the products first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries.

According to a report by industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY, if
facilitated a conducive environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports
of over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years.

India's agrochemical exports outweigh the domestic consumption of the same.
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‘Make in India’ initiative to help agrochemicals export
cross Rs 80,000 cr in 4 years
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- > x New Delhi, Sep 10 (IANS): Exports by the Indian
agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable
growth in recent times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000
crore in the next four years, according to a new report.

The 'Make in India' initiative provides a timely
framework to transform challenges into opportunities,
enabling India to become a global manufacturing and
export hub for agrochemicals.
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The USP of India's agrochemical industry is quality and
affordable prices which makes the products first choice
of millions of farmers across 130 countries.
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‘Make In India’ Initiative To Help
Agrochemicals Export Cross Rs 80,000 Cr In
4 Years
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(MENAFN- |IANS) New Delhi, Sep 10 (IANS) Exports by the Indian agrochemical
v have withessed commendable growth in recent times and are likely to
cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a new report.

The 'Make in India' initiative provides a timely framework to transform challenges
into opportunities, enabling India to become a global manufacturing and export
hub for agrochemicals.

The USP of India's agrochemical industry is quality and affordable prices which
makes the products first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries.
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India’s agrochemical exports set for growth with policy support
September 10, 2024 | ¢ 0 Comment

g

India’s agrochemical exports could surpass Rs 80,000 crore in four years with proper government support, according
to a report by ACFl and EY. The report urges streamlining regulations and improving infrastructure, while ACFI
advocates for GST reduction and leveraging ‘Make in India’ to boost exports and reduce import dependence.
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‘Make in India’ initiative to help agrochemicals export cross
Rs 80,000 cr in 4 years

10 Sep, 2024 13:35IST | Sakshi Post

New Delhi: Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth
in recent times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a new
report.

The ‘Make in India’ initiative provides a timely framework to transform challenges into
opportunities, enabling India to become a global manufacturing and export hub for
agrochemicals.

The USP of India’s agrochemical industry is quality and affordable prices which makes the

products first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries.

According to a report by industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY, if
facilitated a conducive environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports of over

Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years.

‘Make in India’ initiative to help
agrochemicals export cross Rs 80,000
cr in 4 years

by Voice — September 10, 2024 in Tech Reading Time: 3 mins read
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‘Make in India’ initiative to help agrochemicals export cross Rs
80,000 cr in 4 years

By IANS | Published: September 10, 2024 01:30 PM
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New Delhi, Sep 10 Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have withessed commendable
growth in recent times and ...

New Dethi:Sep 18- (IANS) Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth in recent

times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a new report. The ‘Make in India’ initiative
provides a timely framework to transform challenges into opportunities, enabling India to become a global manufacturing
and export hub for agrochemicals. The USP of India's agrochernical industry is quality and affordable prices which makes

the products first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries.

According to a report by industry bady Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY, if facilitated a conducive
environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports of over Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years. India's
agrochemical exports outweigh the domestic consumption of the same.

NEW DELHI — Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed
commendable growth in recent times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next
four years, according to a new report.

The ‘Make in India’ initiative provides a timely framework to transform challenges into
opportunities, enabling India to become a global manufacturing and export hub for
agrochemicals.

The USP of India’s agrochemical industry is quality and affordable prices which makes
the products first choice of millions of farmers across 130 countries.

According to a report by industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) and EY, if
facilitated a conducive environment, the sector shows the potential of achieving exports
of over INR 80,000 crore in the next four vears.

New Delhi, Sep 10 : Exports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable
growth in recent times and are likely to cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a
new report.

The 'Make in India’ initiative provides a timely framework to transform challenges into opportunities,
enabling India to become a global manufacturing and export hub for agrochemicals.
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India’s Agrochemical Exports Set To
Surpass Rs 80,000 Crore By 2028: ACFI-EY
Report
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Agrochemical industry is getting the benefit of 'Make
in India’, exports can cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next
4 years
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Agrochemical industry is getting the benefit of '"Make in
India’, exports can cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next 4
years

Agrochemical industry is getting the
benefit of 'Make in India', exports
can cross Rs 80,000 crore in the
next 4 years
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'Make in India’' initiative to help agrochemicals export cross
Rs 80,000 cr in 4 years

" 10 September 2024 £ 1ANS

Mew Delhi, Sep 10

E xports by the Indian agrochemical industry have witnessed commendable growth in recent times and are likely to
cross Rs 80,000 crore in the next four years, according to a new report.
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Govt nod for export of
essential commodities from

PNS m NEW DELHI

The government on Thursday
said it has permitted the export
of essential commodities, which
are under the prohibited or
restricted category, to the
Maldives from Kandla and
Vishakhapatnam seaports dur-
ing the financial year.

With the addition of these
two ports, the number of ports
permitted for exports to the
Maldives has gone to six.

"Kandla and Vishakhapatnam
Customs Sea ports have been
added to the list of ports allowed
for export of essential commodi-
ties, which are under the prohib-
ited/restricted category, to the
Maldives for the fiscal year
2024- 25," the Directorate

Kandla, Vizag ports to Maldives

General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notification.

The bilateral trade between
India and the Maldives increased
marginally to USD 978.56 mil-
lion in 2023-24 from USD
973.37 million in 2022-23.

India’s exports have risen to
USD 892 million in the last fis-
cal from USD 476.75 million in
2022-23.

Indian imports from the
Maldives primarily comprise
scrap metals while Indian
exports include a variety of
engineering and industrial prod-
ucts like drugs and pharmaceu-
ticals, radar apparatus, rock
boulders, aggregates, cement
and agricultural produce like
rice, spices, fruits, vegetables and
poultry produce.
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India holds steady as 8™
largest agri exporter in 2023

MIXED FORTUNES. Among top ten exporters, only Brazil, EU, Thailand increased exports

—
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

Despite a drop in its agricul-
ture exports in 2023 to §51
billion from $55 billion in
2022, India maintained its
position as world's eighth
largest exporter of agricul-
ture products in the vear as
seven of the top ten export-
ing nations witnessed a de-
cline, per figures collated by
the WTO.

AGRI EXPORT TRENDS
“Among the leading export-
ers of agricultural products,
Brazil, the European Union
and Thailand increased their
exports by 6 per cent, 5 per
centand 0.2 per cent respect-
ively in 2023. The other
seven economies in the top
10 saw a decrease in their ex-
ports  of icultural
products. Collectively, the
top ten exporters represen-
ted a 71.9 per cent share in
world exports in 2023,
noted a report on key in-
sights and trends related to
WTO Trade Statistics 2023,
The fall in agriculture ex-
ports in India can be attrib-
uted to geopolitical factors
such as the Red Sea crisis and
the continuing  Russia-
Ukraine war but the decline
was largely across regulated
commodities such as rice,
wheat, sugar, and onions, of-

DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD. Experts say the fall India's agri exports can be attributed to geopolitical
ripples but the decline was largely across regulated commodities such as rice, wheat, onions, etc soowsesc

ficials in India had earlier
pointed out.

India had imposed a ban
on export of whear in May
2022, non-basmati rice in
July 2023 and on sugar from
October 2023,

WINNERS AND LOSERS

The EU maintained its top
position in 2023 by exporting
agriculture produce valued at
$836 billion compared to
$799 billion in 2022. The US,
too, continued at the second
spot despite adrop in agricul-
ture exports in 2023 to $198

billion as opposed to $222
billion in the previous year.

Brazil's agriculture ex-
ports increased to $157 bil-
lion in 2023 from $148 billion
in 2022 while it retained the
third spot.

China was the fourth
largest agriculture exporter
in 2023 with shipments val-
ued at $95 billion which was
marginally below exports
worth $96 billion in 2022.

Other countries among
top ten agriculture exporters
include Canada, Mexico, In-
donesiaand Australia.

The WTO's World Trade
Statistics 2023 has a new in-
teractive tool presenting key
data and trends for interna-
tional merchandise and com-
mercial services trade in
2023.

“The digital platform al-
lows users to view the latest
trends in world trade, in
terms of both value and
volume, using filters to dis-
play the data by economy, re-
gion, selected grouping,
product group and services
sector,” a WTO note pointed
out.

Qur Bureau
Mew Defhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi on Sunday listened to
farmers, who suggested to
him  steps  including
strengthening  the  value
chain to help increase their
income, when he interacted
with them in Delhi’s Pusa
institute.

To enhance farm pro-
ductivity as well as farmers’
income, Modi released 109
high-yielding, climate-resili-
ent and bio-fortified crop
varieties of 34 agricultural
and 27 horticultural crops.

“The  Prime Minister
wanted to know results of
the climate-resilient variet-
ies and inguired whether

other farmers were also in-
terested in adopting them,”
said Kulwant Singh, a farmer
from Jalalpur Karira in Bu-
landshahr district of Uttar
Pradesh, who was invited by
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR).

CROP VARIETIES

The 109 varieties developed
by ICAR comprise cereals,
millets, forage crops, oil-
seeds, pulses, sugarcane and
cotten whereas horticulture
crops are of fruits, veget-
ables, plantation  crops,
tubers, spices, flowers and
medicinal plants.

Among the nine rice vari-
cties unveiled, CR Dhan 416,
developed by the Cuttack-
based National Rice Re-
search Institute, is moder-

IN FULL ‘FARM". PM Narendra Modi interacting with farmers
and scientists in the presence of Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chaouhan in New Dathi on Sund.;yu,

ately resistant tobrown spot,
neck blast, sheath rot, rice
tungro disease and glume
discoloration, and resistant
to brown plant hopper,
grasshopper and stem borer.

It cam be grown in West
Bengal, Maharashira, Gu-
jarat, and can thrive in
coastal areas with yield po-
tential of 4.9 tonnes/hectare,

Another cereal erop —

Pusa Gehun Sharbati —isan
open pollinated wheat vari-
ety developed by ICAR's Re-
gional Station in  Indore,
with vield potential yield of
3.3 ronneshectare, It is tol-
erant to heat and drought, is
bio-fortified with a higher
content of zine (40.0 ppm), is
resistant to leaf and stem
rust, and can be grown in
Madhva Pradesh, Maha-
rashira, Karnataka and the
plains of Tamil Nadu,

NATURAL FARMING

Subhash Deswal, a retired
Army Colonel and carrot
farmer in Sikandrabad area
of UP*s Bulandshahr district,
suggested that the govern-
ment set up pack houses at
village levels. Such a step can
raise farmers’ income,

PM releases 109 climate-resilient seeds engages with farmers

Modi stressed on the sig-
nificance of value addition
while discussing the import-
ance of the new crop variet-
ies with farmers, said an offi-
cial statement.  Farmers
present said the new variet-
ies will benefit them as they
come with lower input costs,
the statement said.

Modi also discussed the
importance of millets and
underlined how people are
transitioning to nutritious
food. He talked about the be-
nefits of natural farming,
given its increasing demand.

Further, the Prime Minis-
ter suggested that the Krishi
Vigyan Kendras should pro-
actively inform  farmers
about the benefits of the new
varieties being developed
every month.
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Modi:Indiapromoting
chemical-freefarming

PM inaugurates the 32nd International Conference of Agricultural Economists

STATESMARNNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, 3 AUGUST:

rime Minister

NarendraModion

Saturday inaugu-

rated the 32nd
Intermational Conference of
Agricultural Economists
{ICAE) and said the chal-
lenges of sustainable agri-
food systems can be met
throughinternational coop-
eration in a holistic
approach.

The triennial confer-
ence, organised by the
International Association
of Agricultural Economists
at the National Agricultur-
al Science Centre (NASC)
Complex, has a theme of
“Transformation Towards
SustainableAgri-Food Sys-
tems” in the face of global
challengessuchas climate
change, natural resource
degradation, rising pro-
duction costs and conflicts.

Mr Modi said India is
promoting chemical-free
natural farmingina bigway
to sirengthen sustainable
farming. This has produced
good results. During thecur-
rent financial budget of
the government, there isa
big focus on sustainable
farming and climateresilient
farming.

India is developing an
entire eco-system to sup-
port farmers, he said.
Research and development

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan at the inauguration ceremao-
ny of the 32nd International Association of Agricultural
Economists, in New Delhi on Saturday. « A

isbeingdonefortheclimate
resilient crops. In the last
L years, India has given to
itstarmers 1900 new climate
resilient varieties.

India has some rice vari-
eties which require 25 per
cent lesser water than the
traditional varieties.

Black rice hasemerged
as a superfood, he said.
Blackrice grown in Manipur,
Assam and Meghalaya is
being appreciated for its
medicinal values. India is
ready to share its experi-
enceswith thewaorld on this
crop, the Prime Minister
said.

Welcoming agri-
researchers, economists
and scientists from 75 coun-
tries ofthe world, MrModi
said he was delighted that

thelCAE istaking place in
India after 65 years.

Hesaid India has 120mil-
lion farmers, more than 30
million women farmers,
30 million fishermen and
80 million animal keepers
from India.

“You are in the land
which is home to more
than500million livestock.
I welcome you to the agri-
cultural and animal-lov-
ing country of India,” the
Prime Minister said.

He said the Indian Coun-
cil of Agriculture Research
has mome than onehundred
research institutes. There are
500 colleges inthe country
teaching agriculture and
related subjects.

India still follows the
six seasons pattern in its

agriculture, Mr Modi said.
Each of the 15 agro-cli-
matic zones has its own
unique features. Farming
changes every 100 kilo-
meters; it is different in
the plains, the Himalayas,
deserts, water-scarce regions
or coastal regions. These
diversities help India give
aray of hope in achieving
global food security, Mr
Modi said.

Recalling the ICAE that
tookplace in India G5 years
ago, the Prime Minister
said thatwas a challenging
time for India'sfood secu-
rity and agriculture. Today,
hesaid, Indiais afood sur-
plus country, the largest
producer ot milk, pulsesand
spices, and the second
largest producer of food
grain, fmits, vegetables,
cotton, sugar, tea and
farmed fish.

He said India is today
providingsolutions to glob-
al food and nutrition secu-
rity. Therefore, Indiasexpe-
rience is valuable for dis-
cussions on food system
transformation and is sure
to benefitthe globalsouth,
he said.

Reiterating India’s com-
mitmentto global welfare
as a Vishwa Bandhu, he
recalled Indias vision for
global welfare and the slo-
gan ofOne Earth, OneFam-
ily and One Future put
before G20.
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Bangladesh political crisis: Indian exporters stare at
disruption in goods flow, brace for payment delays

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
MEW DELHI, AUGUST 5

THE POLITICAL turmoil in
Bangladesh that deepened on
Monday with Sheikh Hasina re-
signing as the country’s prime
ministerand flying out has raised
concerns among Indian ex-
porters, whosee the ongoing po-
litical turmoil potentially leading
todisruption in the flow of gonds
at the India-Bangladesh border
and payment delays to Indian
traders. There is, however, hope
among traders that the situation
may not take too long to nor-
malise,

Monday's developments in
Bangladeshcame at a time when
the country is grappling withan
economic crisis, High inflation
has eroded Dhaka’s US dollar re-
serves, limiting the country’s
ability to import critical goods
such as agricultural items, iron
and steel, electricity, and plastics
from Inglia.

INDIA-BANGLADESH TRADE (in uss bn)
FY22 | FY23 | FY24 | %change
FY24 over FY22
India’s exports 162 {122 111 -315
toBangladesh :
India’simports : 19 (20 18 -53
from Bangladesh { ;
Bangladesh 143 1102 193 -3497
trade deficit :
Source: GTRI

‘While New Delhi's impaorts
from Dhakawerestable overthe
past two years, Dhaka's imports
tumbled by 31.5 per centto$11.1
billion during 2023-24 (FY24),
commerce and industry ministry
data showed. In contrast, India’s
imports from Bangladesh slipped
by just 5.3 percent to $1.8 billion
in FY24 compared to FY22,

Even during the current fi-
nancial year, economic activity
has been slowing in Bangladesh
asits imports of petrolewm prod-

ucts fromIndia slipped 8 per cent
in June compared to May.
Similarly, imports of spices fell 42
per cent, rice by 54 per cent,
man-made yarn by 38 per cent,
and coal and mineral imports by
13 per cent.

Think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said
that as Bangladesh experiences
political turmodl, itis essential for
all political factions to pratect
garment and other factories and
keep supply lines open across the

border to sustain trade and eco-
nomic activity. Bangladesh
chiefly relies on garment exports
to earn foreign exchange.
“Bangladesh’s exports to
India are concentrated in a few
categories, with textiles, gar-
ments, and made-ups making up
56 per cent of their exports.
These items benefit from zero
tariffs under the South Asian Free
Trade Area (SAFTA) agreement,
extended by India,” GTRI said.
GTRI founder Ajay Srivastava
stated that India-Bangladesh
tradeis witnessing anincreasing
imbalance in favour of India. The
persistent trade imbalance can
beattributed to the highly diver-
sified nature of India's exports
and Bangladesh's exports being
concentrated in a few sectors,
“India’s exports o
Bangladesh are highly diversi-
fied, covering sectors such as
agriculture, textiles, machinery,
electronics, auto parts, iron and
steel, electricity, and plastics.
Notably, most of these exports to

Bangladesh are subject to full tar-
iffs and fall outside the SAFTA
agreement,” he said,

“We were facing some dis-
ruptions due to the issues in
Bangladesh, but we are expect-
ing that the situation will be re-
stored soon and trade will not
face any challenges,” Federation
of Indian Export Organisations
(FIEQ) Director General Ajay
Sahai said.

FIEO Regional Chairman
[Eastern Region) Yogesh Cupta
said the development would im-
pact bilareral trade, “Such inci-
dents hurt the movement of
goods at borders,” Gupta said.

PSY Ltd owner Pravin Saraf
said the crisis in Bangladesh
would have long-term implica-
tions. “We were already facing
payment delay issues in that
country because of the forex
shortage there, and now this cle-
velopment would further hurt
bilateral trade, We do not know
when the situation will be nor-
malisec,” Sarafl said.

Natural farming is the solution to restore degraded soil
and for healthy living: Minister Bhagirath Choudhary

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Minister of State for Agri-
culture Bhagirath Choud-
hary on Monday credited
the Green Revolution with
making the country self-
sufficient in food but said
several  challenges  lie
ahead to continue to be
self-sufficient, amid rising
population and degrading
soil health.

Addressing an event on
agtech start-ups, organ-
ised by industry chamber
FICCI in New Delhi,

Choudhary said it is time
to adopt natural farming.
“We have to save both
animal and human popu-
lation, so also our mother
Earth from getting sick.
Our mother Earth is more
sick than us and until it is

ill, we cannot lead a
healthy life,” he said and
blamed overuse of pesti-

cides and chemical fertil-
izers for the current soil
conditions in the country.

The minister said
though India had become
self-sufficient in  food
from the days when there
was a shortage, sickness

Choudhary
linked the
importance of
leading a healthy
life with the vision
ot making India a
developed country
by 2047

too had increased. He
linked the importance of
leading a healthy life with
the vision of making India
a developed country by
2047 and said that it is not

possible to achieve the
target if soil health re-
mains bad.

COOPERATION SOUGHT
Earlier in the day, Agricul-
ture  Minister  Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said in the
Rajya Sabha that the gov-
ernment does not want
the entire agricultural
land be used for natural
farming but at least a por-
tion of the agricultural
fiecld should be made
chemical-free to save the
degrading soil conditions.

For instance, if one has
five acres of land, one acre

can be used for natural
farming, he said.

He also said there were
problems in the agricul-
ture sector and he would
discuss the issues with the
farmers and their
associations.

He sought cooperation
from the States and said
that he had started con-
sultations with their re-
spective agriculture
ministers.

He was replying to a
discussion in the Rajya
Sabha on the working of
the Agriculture Ministry
and on farmers' welfare.
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Dhanuka Agritech Chairman
hands over charge to brother

]
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Leading agrochemical manu-
facturer Dhanuka Agritech
has announced a change in
company leadership after its
Founder-Chairman RG
Agarwal decided to step
down on turning 75. Agarw-
al’'s brother Mahendra Ku-
mar Dhanuka has become
the new Chairman and Rahul
Dhanuka is the Managing
Director.

Till the change in leader-
ship, M K Dhanuka was func-
tioning as Vice-Chairman
and MD and RG Agarwal’s
son Rahul Dhanuka was Joint
Managing Director. But
Agarwal will function as
Chairman Emeritus, the
company said in a statement.
However, these appoint-
ments are subject to share-
holders’ approval, it added.

Dhanuka Agritech’s mar-
ket capitalisation was 7,904
crore as of July 31, 2024.

The company has strategic
collaborations with leading

P
Mahendra Kumar Dhanuka

Japanese innovators to in-
troduce new eco-friendly
and sustainable technologies
to India.

Dhanuka has also been
closely working with the In-
dian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) and various
State agriculture Universit-
ies in the promotion of
drones in the application of
pesticides. Dhanuka Ag-
ritech started operation in
1980 after Agarwal acquired
an ailing company to move
onthe ladderand emergeasa
leading player in the agro-
chemical sector.

The company had a
turnover of 1,758 crore
with a PAT of 3240 crore in
FY24.



August-September 2024

ACFI

PS5 KUMAR

egulation (EU) 2023/1115 of

the European Parliament

and of the Council of May

31,2023, is on making

available in the European
Union (EU) market and the export from
the EU of certain commodities and
products associated with deforestation
and forest degradation.

The avowed objective of the
Regulation — referred toas
‘Deforestation Rules’ or ‘Rulesin the
ensuing narrative — is to minimise the
EU’s contribution to deforestation and
forest degradation worldwide, with the
consequential benefits of reducing the
ELU’s contribution to greenhouse
emissions and global biodiversity loss.

The Regulation, as stated in Article 1,
lavs down rules regarding products, as
listed in Annex I, containing, or have
been fed with or have been made using
relevant commodities. The relevant
commoditiesare cattle, cocoa, coffee, oil
palm, rubber, soya and wood. However,
it does not apply to goods that are
produced entirely from material that has
completed its life-cyele and would have
otherwise been discarded as waste.

‘The thrust of the article is to bring
home the risks faced by exporters from
India into the EU. The preamble
somewhat pre-empts any future claims
that these are violative of the WTO fair
trade framework. Moting that Indian
exports of agri-commodities are
currently running at 850 billion and
likely to expand, the Rules may havea
significant impact in India’s future

plans.

WHAT 18 PROHIBITED

Article 3, *Prohibition’, states that
‘relevant commodities and relevant
products shall not be placed or made
available on the market or exported,
unless all the following conditions are
fulfilled: (1) they are deforestation-free;
{2) they have been produced in
accordance with the relevant legislation
of the country of production; and (3}
theyare covered by a due diligence
statement’,

In order to understand the
implication of the words
‘deforestation-free’, one must look at
the meaning of the word ‘deforestation”
which per Article 2(3) is defined as the
‘conversion of forest to agriculture use,
whether human-induced or not'.
‘Agriculture use' is defined per Article
2(5) as inclusive of agricultural
plantations, set-aside agricultural areas,
and for rearing livestock,

Going further to 2(13), the clause
defines ‘deforestation-free’ as meaning:
{a) the relevant products contain, have
been fed with or have been made using
the relevant commodities that were
produced on land that has not been
subject to deforestation after December
31, 2020,and (b) in the case of wood,
that the wood had been harvested
without inducing forest degradation
after December 31, 2020.

Itis noteworthy that the
corresnondine Indian starure. the Forese

EU’s forest rules can

hurt India’s agri exports
STRINGENT NORMS. The rules get triggered if forest land is converted for agricultural
use. Exporters risk huge penaities and even being black-listed if the rules are flouted

{Conservation) Act, 1980 as amended by
the Forest (Conservation) Amendment
Act, 2023 states that provisions of this
clause shall not apply to such land, which
has been changed from forest use touse
for non-forest purpose on or before
December 12, 1996. It should also be
noted that the definitions of ‘forest” are
naot aligned and that should anyone wish
to do business with the EU, then the EU
Regulation will have to be followed.

CONVERSION OF FORESTS

The crux of the matter, therefore, is
whether forests were converted for
non-permissible uses after December
31,2020, As defined by Article 2(27),
plot of land means a single real-estate
property that allows an evaluation of the
aggregate level risk of deforestation and
forest degradation associated with the
relevant commaodities produced on the
land.

Further, there is a need for
establishing the ‘geolocation” with
reference to the plot of land with the
relevant latitude and longitude
coordinates. This is one of the most
difficult conditions to satisfy since the
evidenece has to go back to December 31,
2020, The Frequently Asked Questions
{FAQ) published gives an array of
information, clarifications and advice on
tech-based solutions for establishing the
status of land as ar December 31, 2020,

It is important to note that in (a)

Corrective actions will
mean preventing the
relevant product from
being placed, withdrawing
the product from the market
and recalline it if sold

above, the word ‘deforestation” has been
used whereas in (b) the key words are
‘forest degradation”, Article 2 (7) defines
‘forestd ion'as meaning
structural changes to forest cover taking
the form of the conversion of primary
forest or naturally regenerating forests
into plantation forests, wooded land or
into planted forests.

Itis, therefore, clear that in the case of
deforestation, there hasto bea
conversion of forests into agricultural
use for the rules to apply whereas in the
case of wood and its usage, even
conversion of forests into plantation
forests, wooded land, and planted
forests is prohibited. This is to ensure
that the indigenous people who live off
the land in forests are protected
whereas, presumably, wood is associated
withcommercial interests.

OPERATORS AND TRADERS
The rules place a heavy responsibility on
operators and traders in the EU. An
operator is defined by Article 2(15) asa
person (including a legal person) who in
the course of a commercial activity
‘places” refevant products on the market
or exports them. A trader is defined per
Article 2(17) as a person (including a
legal person)) in the supply-chain other
than the operator who in the course of a
commercial activity ‘makes’ relevant
products available on the market for
distribution, consumption oruse. It
therefore follows that atrader isa
step-down entity unless, of course, the
operator acts asa trader as well, A
branch/subsidiary owned by an
Indian-entity in the EUwill, therefore,
be considered an operator or trader
depending on the manner of
functioning.

The responsibilities of the operator

extend to conductine due dilisence with

regard to all relevant products supplicd
by each supplier. For this purpose, the
operator should collect information,
verify itand analyse the data and
documents needed to support the
conclusion that the products are
deforestation-free per the requirements
of Article 9. The operator should also
carry out arisk assessment as to whether
there isany non-compliance per Article
10and take steps for risk mitigation per
Article 11 prior to placing the relevant
materials on the market. SMEs (per EU
definition)) have different rules.

PENALTIES

Exporters of commodities and products
should be concerned with these
developments inview of the penalties
that can be invoked by the operators
placing these products inthe EU.
Corrective actions will mean preventing
the relevant product from being placed,
withdrawing the product from the
market and recalling it if sold. There are
also huge penalties on the operators
which will eventually be passed on to the
Indian rs who in addition face
the risk of being blacklisted. Noting that
the bulk of the rules including Article 3
‘prohibition’ will become effective from
December 30, 2024 (other than SMES to
whom different rules willapply), there
isn't much time left. One immediate
development will be the rewniting of
trade agreements.

Another issue that can come up is
whether the principles of revenue
recognition need to be changed since it
raises the question of when the transfer
of goods happens with the attendant tax
implications. Accountants and auditors
will need to address this issue
immediately.

The writer s a chartened accramtast




‘ August-September 2024

ACFI ‘

India, Malaysia elevate ties to
strategic level, ink 8 key pacts

Modi, Ibrahim discuss defence, trade, ‘sensitive’ issues

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, AUG. 20

After talks filled with
“great warmth” between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his visiting
Malaysian PM Anwar
[brahim, both countries
decided to elevate their
ties to a comprehensive
strategic partnership as
well as bolster ties in
fields ranging from
defence to trade. Eight
pacts were inked, includ-
ing one for “recruitment,
employment and repatria-
tion” of Indian workers in
Malaysia that will see
their rights being protect-
ed apart from access now
to work in all sectors open
to foreigners there, which
was not the case
previously.

During the talks, both

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Malaysian PM
Anwar Ibrahim at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on

Tuesday.

» DURING THE talks,
both nations decided
to establish a digital
council for digital
technology cooperation
and a startup alliance

nations decided to estab-
lish a digital council for
digital technology cooper-
ation and a startup

- PTI

alliance. In view of
Chinese military
assertiveness in the
region, both nations also
discussed the situation in
the South China Sea,

In his media remarks
after the talks., Mr
Ibrahim referred to Mr
Modi as his “brother” and
saidd a “no-holds barred”

o Turn to Page 4

Farm fest to highlight carbon-neutral farming

Tinses Newss Nerwons

Kochl: The govt seed farm at Okkal
will host the secondeditionof its farm
fest from August 2010 31, Located in Pe-
rumbavoor and spanning 32 acres, the
farm Is owned by the district panchay-
at, The threeday event will feature
approximately 30 stalls showcasing a
variety of agricultural products and
machinery, along with sales, cultural
programmes, and seminars. The fest
has also provided an opportunity for
public gatherings,

Agricuiture minister P Prasad is
sit to Inaugurate the festival, while In-

CELEBRATING SUSTAINABLE FARMING:
The farm was established by govt in 1979

dustries minister P Rajeev will lead
the closing ceremony. The agricultu.
ral activities on the farm are based on

carbon-neutral objectives, including
organic farming, ecological enginee-
ring, paddy duck farming, and integ-
rated farming.

In 2022, the state govt declared the
seed farm in Aluva as carbon-neutral,
making it the only one of its Kind in
the reglon, Farmers from rural areas
of the district will attend the fest with
thelr organically grown vegetables,
which will beavailable for purchasoat
the stalls. Additionally, students will
present an exhibition on climate-vl
endly lifestyles at the venue,

“Many people, including retirees
and alumni have approached us to

hold reunionevents in the backdropol
the fest.” said Philipgl T Kanatt, assi-
stant director of agriculture at the
farm.

Activities at the fest will include
mud football, a tug of war for women,
folk songs, quizzes, and videos related
toagriculture.

There will also be seminars on fo-
picssuchas mushroomcultivation, in-
tegrated farming, the use of biocont-
rol agents, crop residue management,
and managing solid waste through po-
ultry farming. Students from 40 scho-
ols will visit the event to learn about
the fm’m's:IErit:'u]tu]'ﬂl.nrm:tt::es.
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‘India as well as other countries face huge crises
in fields like health care, and climate changes’

Mamcy Kumnar, founder of Social Alpha. talks wo Tie Hirdu about the importance of investing in and creatng marke for high-impact sectors. and the need o go bevond consumer intemet stareups

INTERVIEW

Mannj Kumar
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Statessoilsare notingreat condition, showsdata

MANJUNATH HEGDE EOMNALLI
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ore than 50% of Karnataka’s
farmland has low levels of soil
organic carbon (SOC), with
experts blaming indiscriminate use of
chemical fertilisers as one of the main
causes of the problem that could lead toa
decline in productivityin the long run.
SOC is a key indicator of soil quality
and fertility; optimum levels of SOC help
in water and nutrient retention, actasa
pH level buffer and prevent soil erosion.
Butan analysis of soil samples col-

lected by the Agriculture Department
between 2017 and 2024 found that SOC
was less than 0.5% (the required limit) in
50.41% of agricultural land in the state
where tests were conducted, raising con-
cerns about the extent of degradation.
The department analysed over 23

lakh soil samples that were collected in

» Soil, Page 6

the time period, including around seven
lakh samples in the last four years,
Experts say that rampant use of
chemical fertilisers and a proportionate
decline in organic manure usage are to
be blamed for low SOC levels. Mono-
cropping and deforestation have only
added to the problem.
According to the Fertiliser Associa-
tion of India, Karnataka is among the
top five states when it comes to use of
fertilisers, with the per hectare usage
slightly above the national average.
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12 industrial parks
worth £25,000 cr
await Cabinet nod

Toattract¥1.5trn investmentin boost to manufacturing

SHREYA NANDI
New Delhi, 25 August

he Union Cabinet is expected to
approve 12 industrial parks in
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, and
Punjab, with a project
cost of around 325,000 crore,
people aware of the matter said. '

These projects are expected toattract
investment to the tune of around 1.5 trillion,
one of the persons told Business Standartd.

These industrial parks will function more
like industrial cities, where residential and
commercial setups will co-exist,

This is part of the government's initiative
to attract foreign investment, boost domes-
tic manufacturing and spur employment
generation.

The approval of the Union Cabinet can
come as early as this week.

In her Budget speech last month, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
spoken about the plan to sanction 12 indus-
trial parks under the National Industrial
Corridor Development programime.

“Our government will facilitate the devel-
opment of investment-ready ‘plug and play’
industrial parks with complete infrastructure
in or near 100 cities, in partnership with states
and private sector, by utilising town planning
schemes better,” Sitharaman had said.

These industrial cities will be set up in
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh. Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Kerala, among
others, and will include cities such as Agra,
Gava, Prayagraj.

They will be similar to the one developed
— Integrated Industrial Township in Greater
Noida, Uttar Pradesh and Special Investment
Region in Gujarat’s Dholera.

These hubs will see development of indus-
tries like technical textiles, fabrication, electric
vehicles, aero logistics, food processing and
tourism-based, among others, the person

THE FINE
PRINT

b In herBudget
speech lastmonth,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman spoke about the

plan to sanction 12 industrial parks under
the National Industrial Corridor
Development Programme

p The parks will be set up in Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, and Telangana

b States will see the development of
industries like technical textiles,
fabrication, electricvehicles,

aero logistics, and food processing

IMAGING: AJAY MOHANTY

cited above said, adding that these cities are
expected to be built over three years.

The government has taken steps to ensure
most of the major clearances are granted so
that the project is not stuck in limbo.

“Land acquisition has been done, environ-
ment and other related clearances have also
been taken, which will ensure that these
industrial cities are built in a time bound
manner,” the person added.

The Budget also mentioned that the indus-
trial node at Gaya will also be a ‘good model
for developing our ancient centres of cultural
importance into future centres of modern
economy’ and will showcase *Vikas bhi
Virasat bhi’ in India’s growth trajectory.



‘ August-September 2024

ACFI‘

Crystal crop protection
launches insecticide for
maize and soyabean

|
Our Bureau
Pune

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd,
a leading agrochemical com-
pany, has introduced its
latest insecticide, Proclaim
XTRA, specifically formu-
lated for maize and soyabean

Crops.
This innovative product
offers robust protection

against a wide range of cater-
pillars, with a particular fo-
cus on Spodoptera species,
including the Fall Army-
worm. Proclaim XTRA aims
to help farmers maximise
yields throughout the crop
cycle by ensuring prolonged
crop safety.

Farmers are advised to ap-
ply Proclaim XTRA during
specific growth stages to
achieve optimal results. For
soyabean crops, the recom-

mended application periods
are between 30-60 days and
60-90 days after sowing. For
maize, the ideal spraying
times are 11-25 days and 26-
60 days after sowing. It is im-
portant to maintain a 15-day
interval between two sprays
to  ensure  continued
effectiveness.

Crystal Crop Protection
will also be conducting train-
ing programmes to educate
farmers on the correct and
safe usage of Proclaim
XTRA.
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e-hyphenating rice-wheat

With wheat facing production challenges amid rising consumption, and rice seeing a surplus problem,
the two cereals have become grains apart

HARISH DAMODARAN

MOST ECOMOMISTS and policymakers tend
to club wheat and rice, treating them as part
ofa“corcal surplus™ and “mono-cropping/lack
of diversification™ problem, But teday, their
respective situations ane very different.
Inrice, thereis asumpius problem: India exe-
ported 2121 million toones (me) of the cereal
grain (basmati plus non-hasmati ) in 20021-22,
2B mein 20223 and 16I6mEin 202 3-24,
Drespitee e recond shipaments, rice stocks in
governament godowns, al 4548 mi on August
1. weere at anall-timse-high for this date,
Things have been the other way round for
wheat, withexports plunging from a peak of
T24miin 2021-22 w4 69mtin 2022-23 and
019 mitin 2023-24, Even though the govem-
ment banmed wheat exports in May 2022,
Central pool stocks on August 1,at 2681 mt,
e thie lerwest for this date in recent limes,
after 2022 {26,565 mt} and 2008 {24.38 mtL
Lsiially, rice stocks are below that of
wheat at thistime of the year. This is because
wheat is harvested and marketed in Apnl-
June, whereas the main klardf rice crop
comes inonly fom October, But over the last
three years, rice stocks on August 1, at the
tail-end of the crop marketing year, have
Ieen higher than that of wheat { see Chart ).

Production issue in wheat

Riceis groven both during the khf| south-
west moasan | and b (winter-spring ) sea-
soms. It s cultvated across & wide geography,
Tondele T shwinars as mauy as 16 states. spread oul
across Indlia, producing 2 mt and more cach,

Wheat, by contrast, has asingbe rabicrop-
ping season, with only sight states producing
2 int-plus each, all concentrated innorthern,
central and weestern India (Taide 2. The ng
fouralone {UP, MP, Punjab and Haryanaj ac-
connt Tor over 767, of India’s outpt, Wheat
i, thus, a temporally as well as geographi-
cally more constrained crop than rice, mak-
ingits production relatively more volatile,

Wihile the main limiting factor when it
comes to rice production is water availabil-
iy, wheat production faces structural prob-
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TOPWHEATPRODUCERS ¢ maition ronnes ) All-india: 19,73

Uttar Pradesh Hab
Madhya Pradesh 2096
Punjaly 16.85
Haryana .37

Rajasthan 10,69
Bihar 632
Gujarat 342
Maharashtra 207

Iebes: Frguiress ame enevogoe o fhve wers from 20059- 20 o 202324 “Ircludes production foim odher stafes.

temis, The coreal crop has become vulnera-
Bl her winters getting shorter, warmer and
less prediciable — in part due to climate
change. Mercury spikes in March {when the
cropisingrain formation and filling stage ), or
above-averape November-December tem-
peratures {during the sowing and vegetative
srowth period ) have taken a toll on produc-
tiom in the last three years.

Divergence in consumption

Even as wheat production faces multiple
challenges, consumiption his been rising,

Oificial houschold expenditume sunvey data
for 2022-23 shiaws per capita monthly wheat
COMSurgMEon at 39 ke im rurad and 3.6 ke inur-
Ban Inchia. translating to roughly 65 mit fora
population of 1425 million. Gut this only in-
dudes consumptionofwheat that is grounded
intowhole-grain flour{atinjor semi-processed
semodina ] soofrova L and consunied at home,
Anincreasing share ol wheat consumption to-
day is taking place in the form of processed
foods made with refined flour or maida,

Whaole wheat grain has three edible parts:
anoier kinor bran, anineergemmorembno
that can sprout into a new plant, and an en-
dosperm rich in starch and gluten proteins,
Whode wheat is grounded in traditional stone
chanldd rvalls o give att, wivereas soajirmezand

source: Depareent of AgrivaN e md Farmers Wedlfan

magicda are produced inroler flowr mills (RAM)
that rermiove e bran ancd gerr Soofiirin s
the coarse pale-yellow flour obtained from
grounding the separated endospernm. Furtber
grinding flvering and bieaching viebds the re-
Finech wehirle raioks Nowr,

Mbalad i the key ingrecient in most bakery
preeduices, convenience fooeds. and even swiet-
mieats — from breacks and bisoulss, to pizza,and
mcanos bo fadels and cake. Mot for nothing isit
known as all-purpose flour, The refining
process makes it lose dictary fibre, minerals, B
vitamins, valuable proteins, and fat, But il
boasts a longer shelf L, and a finer texture,
sofiness, and seretchabality,

Although there is no haed data on wiheat
consumption inthe above processed fomms, it
is uncloubtedby nsing, and will continue todo
50, with rising incomes and urbanisation. A
similar trend i not visible in rice, where pro-
cessing and convenience food innovations
harvee seemingly not gone beyond il dosa, -
rukkas, paalfied v, or bryani dishes.

Policy implications

“Anaverage South ndia oy fakeswheal
insome formatleastinonemeal daily. Rice has
not canngivt onin the North like wheat hasinthe
South.”SPramod Kumar, president of the Roller
Flor Mallers Federation of India sad.

LT s

‘Centre will launch new FPO policy this month’

TOPRICEPRODUCERS
[emaiilivan fomnes),

West Bengal 1 5.95
Uttar Pradesh I 15.64
Punjab I 1297
Telangana I 251
Oudisha [ 8.97
Chhattisgarh S 829
Andhra Pradesh IS 792
Bihar j===+] 13
Tamil Madu -] [ e
Madhya Pradesh N 5.59
Assam == 503
Harvana | 4.99
Kamataka | 196
Maharashtra 3.53
Tharkhand | | 241
Gujarat | 222
All=Irsalia: L2503

Indiahas 1,500-odd RFVIS processing any-
wihere from 5010 S00tonmes of wheat 2 day
into muida, soofifmve, bran and genm, These
are bigger than the stone chakkis that grind
between 50 and 300 kg of wheat per hour
{elepending onmotor power ) to make e,

Given a scepario of rising consumgtion
and production challenges, one can well
imagine India turning into an importer of
wheal. “That's inevitable in the short termn,
For the long term, the govemment needs 1o
focus on boosting per-acre yields, and breed-
ing climate-smart varieties,” Kumar said,

Rice faces the opposite problem, where
domestic consumption is not keeping pace
with production, "The govermiment should in-
mediatedy Bt the ban onexportsolwhite non-
basmati rice. The 20 per cent duty on par-
botled non-Dasmat, and the $ 9504 onne floor
price on basmati shipments mast alsogo, Mot
doing sowill create an unmanageable exoess
stocks problem,” Vijay Setia, former president
ofthe Allindia Rice Exporters’ Association said,

Eather way, the time has come to de-hy-
phenate rice-wheat, and not conflate one
with the other, The two cereals ane grains
apartintermsofissues faced, both today and
i the foresecabde future,
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Addl Agri Secy Kidy

disburse ¥ 800 ¢

equity under the 10,000 FPO scheme

New FPO Policy
& The draft policy is in
It5 final stages and
will be finalised soon
& The new policy will %
unify existing state-
specific FPO schemes
# Key policy goals:
nati,
::ldl::'ﬂi;:ﬂ?l::m Hydevabad on Tuesday
national brand e and disbriese R 800 crove
In ety ower the next wo
product appraach o throe yoirs, accanding to
. Falr Almied Kidwal Spesk-
.&‘::;:5‘:;' ey @ dhe brth .\'_LI\P:.:MI
Fapie POy Conclove in Hyvderahad
any ol organisad by agr
THE  central  governisent  dnteeprise Samunmatl, the Ad-

will roll oat the new Matsonal
Farmers Prodducer Organioe-
tion (FPOY palicy n Septem-
bee 2034, Ax past of its 00
FRO  scheme, the Centre
wlina ta esch W0 Lih G

dditiomal Secretary of Agricul
tare and Farmers Welfare told
Rl Buze that the demit padicy
14 in its fizal stages and will be
linalised soon, "We have called
ahaust T4 PO an - Sentsiiher

Ahmed Cidweal, Ackdl Secretary of Agroulture,

ot af

¥ A Y Bhawan Shankar, OEM, NABARD, Takayuli Hag
Aepresentatvein indis, sadership team of Samun-
v ethers, during the launch of Natiorad FPO Conclave, in

L fow @ fial dliscewsbon on the
pobicy. which & likdy 1o be
mtrodiced within the neat 15
elivs, While there was o previ
ous poticy, Fm not certaan if i
was i Che puhlic domain, This
new. policy, howewr, will be
o comprehensive amd gnified
Mationad FIN policy!” saicl Faiz
Ahmed Kidwal,

Kidwal ackled tha while
states like  Kamataka, Mad-
Iy Pradesh. Harypana, Kerala

il Tamdl Madia havw anecific

schemes for FPOs, the Ma
thmal FPCY p-u{:.:,' will wpily
these effoeis, § aims b feder
ate PO, (mtegrate vahse ad-
ditbon, promete o Matbonal
brasd prodiet appesach 4
ensare the quality of produce,
and provide profesiional mae-
keling sapport to help FPOs
acvess indernaliiea markets
When adked about Cabiset
cleanance before mplementa
thon of the new poalicy, ke 1ol
media thar FPO pobicy will
be dechied by the Minisey
while the linancial soggesthoms
Inclnded in the plln!.' will b
senl separalely for apporval m
the Cabinet, which will take
time Kidwal added. “For the
Thrst e we will be hiating the
Natwonal FI'O Condave uniber
the gusdance of the Prime
Minister. bere, the Matkonal
FRO policy and the beassl-
g comcept will be efficially

Lt B i st ™

Ehiborating on the branding
1;|||Nu.|| foe FPCS proslucts he
sl That this comcept bas been
developed by SEAC [Snaall
Farmess  Apribusines Con
swirtitzim) im collabaration waith
ONDC Carrently, more than
THH PPy are sellimg her
et on ONTHE fobocking
a bt of B 2 orored Al of
them will not receive brand
ing, i e FINOw bure 1o meet
4 viandand of quality” Kidwai
infmal. On the coodit rsk
grading systens. b todd media
that SFAC, Samnimnali walh
Crisil, and NABARD have in-
diviglually refessed guidelmes
for S”“‘"‘-ﬁ FPOx, 1 willl <l
late all three grading svslenys
amid comee up with o uniform
grading ool Many  hanks
are upene @hoat fEancieg
P whereas coat of copital i
higgh frons private instiutioas,
This ¢redit risk grading tool

awill helin FINOW waciirn lnans an

affordable intencil sate from
Bunks” the Additonal Secre-
fary pointed out,

In 300, the Gevernment
of India introduced k(00
FIO) prograsnne to coadlitite
1003 FPCk by March 2024
O s cugrent slabus, Rkt
wal said, “Earlier there were
icashy MO0 FROR. Uieder the
scheene, we bave consfituted
wowe than 3,000 FIRCx, which
huve abomt 20 Lkh frmens
as members. of which X8 per
cent ane wonsen Ermers. and
21 per cent belong 1o schedule
caste and tribe. We have gen
themn maore than Bs 410 crore
incquiny arsd imode than Ba §0
crure has been given as credit
gaumatee” O the target set
under the FPO scheme, be in
formed thatfrom the current
20 lakl femee members, the
Rarget ix o ieach 50 kakh fasm-
e over Lhe oexd wo Bo three
vt v lelibwiciing an ol

of R 80 crone over this pe
rickl. Dharimg The twi-lay con-
clave, 80 FPOs are exhibdling
their products and solutions
while 1,200 represendatives of
FPOs,  finascis]  instiitions,
and agritech saraps are par.
tcipaling, On the first day,
Chennal-based Sanumnat|
laumhind o dligial platorm,
“Bharat FMY Finder! with
over 42000 FPOR listed: from
s 1he country: The Com
paiy also lunched @ White
Paper on Financing Climate-
Sinart Agricublure, The paper
ourllines strategies b acoeberale
fnancing for climate-resilicnt
apricubural practices

De A V' Bhawani Shankar,
COGM, NABARDY:  Takayuk)
Hagiwara, FAD Reprewnta
e in Indiags G Anil Kamar,
Foinder amid CEOSamunnaati,
and Praviesh Sharena, Thrector,
Semumnati, spoke diring the

Lasisrh il e i Lave
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‘Syngenta maylook to mcrease manufacrunngunderMake inlndia’
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New Dalhi

Fertilizer  subsidy  has
reached ¥45,242.01 crore

during the April-July period
of the current fisca
T45,242.01 erore , which is
28 per cemt of T1,64,000
erore budgeted this fiscal,
even as there is 30 per cent
drop in overall import of key
chemical fertilizers.
Experts warn that the sub-
sidy may exceed the
budgeted amount if global
prices rise further.
According to the latest of-
ficial data, the subsidy on
urea has reached T32,461.52
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Fertilizer  subsidy  has
reached ¥45,24201 crore

during the April-July period
of the current fisca
T45,242,01 crore , which is
28 per cent of T1,64,000
crore budgeted this fiscal,
even as there is 30 per cemt
drop in overall import ofkey
chemical fertilizers.

Experts warn that the sub-
sidy may exceed the
budgeted amount it global
prices rise further.

According to the latest of-
ficial data, the subsidy on
urea has reached ¥32,461.52
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SOUNDING CAUTION. Experts warn that the subsidy may
exceed the budgeted amount if global prices rise further

crore and that of phosphate
(P} and potash (K) at
¥12,759.32 crore in the first
four months of the 2024-25
fiscal.

Of the total Budget alloca-
tiom T45,000 crore for phos-
phorus (P) and potassium
(K) subsidy, 284 per cent
has been exhausted until

SOUNDING CAUTION. Experts warn that the subsidy may
exceed the budgeted amount if glabal prices rise further

crore and that of phosphate
(P) and potash (K) at
112,759.32 crore in the first
four months of the 2024-25
fiscal.

Of the total Budget alloca-
tion T45,000 crore for phos-
phorus () and potassium
(K) subsidy, 284 per cent
has been exhausted until

July. The government will
soon announce the subsidy
for the upcoming rabi season
(October-March) for Pand K
fertilizers.

In 2022-23, India's fertil-
izer subsidy reached a record
¥2.25 lakh crore after a
global price surge and cur-
rent imported prices were
lower from those highs,

But, recently prices of N
and P have started moving
up.

I"l"rin'e of imported urea in-
creased by nearly 26 per cent
In £354/ronne (FORB) in July

from $282 in the vear ago
penod and that of Di-am-
monium Phosphate  [DAF)
surged 30 per cent to §572/

July. The government will
soon announce the subsidy
for the upcoming rabi season
(Ocrober-March) for Pand K
fertilizers,

In 2022-23, India's fertil-
izer subsidy reached a record
t2.25 lakh crore after a
global price surge and cur-
rent imported prices were
lower from those highs,

But, recently prices of N
and P have started moving
up.

Price of imported urea in-
creased by nearly 26 per cent
to $354/tonne (FOB) in July
from $282 in the vear ago
period and that of DM-am-
monium Phosphate  (DAP)
surged 30 per cent to §572/

tonne (CFR} in July from
$440,

IMPORTS DOWN
The Ferilizer Ministry data
showed that DAP import de-
clined 44.9 per cent to 14.66
lakh tonnes (It} during April-
July from 26.59 It year-ago
and urea import dipped 31.7
per cent to 1015 It from
1487t

Import of overall fertil-
izers d 29.6 per cent
to 42,49 It during April-July
from 60,33 It year-ago, in
which that of Muriate of
Potash (MOP) fell by 24.2
per cent 1o 7.32 It from 9.66
I

But, import of complex

wonne (CFR) in July from
$440,

IMPORTS DOWN

The Fertilizer Ministry data
showed that DAP import de-
clined 44.9 per cent to 14.66
lakh tonnes (It) during April-
July from 26.59 It year-ago
and urea import dipped 31.7
per cent to 1015 It from
14.871e.

Import of overall fertil-
izers d 29.6 per cent
to 42,49 It during April-July
from 60.33 It year-ago, in
which that of Muriate of
Porash (MOP) fell by 24.2
per cent to 7.32 It from 9.66
Ir.

Bur, import of complex

o iion ries. In
i by waredle, Docaame of soune bad
poratoum, | il LB (g
1 ech oy, TEE Inhedsne
R hirm ey e il g s b gt
Foa Brpriis.
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At45,242.01 cr, 28% of BE fertilizer subsidy exhausted in Apr-Jul

fertilizers rose 12.5 per cent
to 10,36 It from 9.21 It. Com-
plex fertilizer is a combina-
tion of nitrogen (N), P, Kand
sulphur (8) nutrients.

The overall sales {con-
sumption) of key fertilizers -
urea, DAP, MOP and com-
plex - increased 5.7 per cent
to 184,25 It, whereas the de-
mand was estimared ar
21061 It for the April-July

riod.

But, sales of DAP dropped
14.5 per cent to 29.64 It
Sales of urea during were 1.6
per cent higher at 108.87 It ,
while those of MOP rose
36.8 per cent to 4.94 It and
complex increased by 408
per cent to40.8 It.

At45,242.01 cr, 28% of BE fertilizer subsidy exhausted in Apr-Jul

fertilizers rose 12.5 per cent
to 10,361t from9.21 It. Com-
plex fertilizer is a combina-
tion of nitrogen (N), P, Kand
sulphur (3) nutrients.

The overall sales (con-
sumption) of key fertilizers -
urea, DAP, MOP and com-
plex - increased 5.7 per cent
to 184.25 It, whereas the de-
mand was estimated at
210,61 It for the April-July
period.

But, sales of DAP dropped
14.5 per cent to Z9.64 It
Sales of urea during were 1.6
per cent higher at J0BE7 It ,
while those of MOP rose
36.8 per cent to 4.94 It and
complex increased by 408
per cent to40.8 It
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INDIA-UAE
TRADE TANGLE

Newv Delhi seeks revievw of CEPA as a surge in silver and gold imports
raises cancerns over tariff concessions, value addition norms, etc.
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SHREYA NANDI
HeweDelhi, 35ectamzar

Ao wndling oot of The
Regiondl Comprehensive
Leononic Fartership
[RCEP) agreementat the
1th hour ol negs aitions in 2019,
Incdia was seei as prolectionis] and
HvLrse L signing Iraddccieals T
chanee (his i, India sizned a
rrade deal with the United Arab
Hrnirates (LAE] in & recond 85 days of
neecilialions in February 2022, which
came lnbo fores In May that yearn

ThemwcwiT, jist o [weryears laler,
Liedia s seeking o review ol sorme
conponentsof the Comprehensive
Eeimonnic Parinership Agrocrnes
[CERA} wilh Lhe TTAL.

Last month, Conumerce Secretary
Syl Rarthrees] said 1hal Toois wanis
L&y ssEss CeTlain pi icns of the
Inclia- LAk CEPaC T he review will
ol acledrossiig Mew el cons
cerns regarding value addition
nerims amid a sharp spike in
T pors of procions melsls, parico-
larly silver,

Hovomnd the surge b inpots of
prrocivns rnelals, fcia® rst-ever
commpilment 1o governmenl pro-
curerment and duty concessions on
flems sueh as pelrochemicals inthe
trade deal with the UAL lve put
Meaw Delhi o a difficalt posicion
wenilu gt ialing rede desls wilth
olher conniries.,

Ihese izsles ralse the question of
whilher India made » mistake by
finalising the CEPA racher hascily

Spike in silver and goldimports
The sive of India-UAE trade 18 signil-
Teant, wich the West Asian nation
eiryg Indias [hivd-larses) Lrade parl-
net, 'The value of hilateral trade scood

at $22.8 billion duering 202324

(FY 243 The UAE is alse India'’s sec-
om-Targest vapor desiinaticn dnd
tind-larees) Import pariner,

Humweswer, Wikl Caine 45 8 surpmse
wis Lhe way silver imporls from Lhe
uAaLbsarged, Lven chouzh overall
Bt Proen thie WAE contracted by
9.8 porcent xRS billiom, silver
imports saw g 5,853 per cenl rise Lo
U7 ballior in FY24 Tfroan 829 milim
A vedr earlier The rise was primarily
tlue to the caritf concessions on pre-
cions metals agreed wpon under the
Iradedual,

Simnilarly, gold jewellery inports
imcressed by 200 por cent e 8135 bil-
Hon in TY24 compared w0 Lhe pre-
wious financial vear, Impornsof gold
Baars also mose, Chotg b Tooa lesser
exlenl, due o eaps on Uhe velumme of
mpores of oth preduct catesories,

Gorvermumenl ol leials sail Lhat in
the case ofsilver, the trade s unusuaal
because the Uak does not produes
silvir bl itnpints lampe silver
bars, mells, and converls them into
silver zrains,

Crver e Jast oo o fve mont g,
the commerce deparinent has tried
i understand the reasons behind
the somgee, despdie The srivg e vles
ol orizin and valoe addilion porms
agreed vpen wider the trade deal,
Trcdian overnmend sllicials beliove
it isdifficult toachieve a3 percent
value additicn just by mehting hars
ard comverling Lham inio grains,

Asaresnll, sinee (he UAL's desig-
nated authnoricies Issue certificates
allowing impocters o benelil from
coneessional duties, siver Imports
Blave cotitined

Wil ds AR ollieials b
they explain their mlesof ongin
wher exporting these itoms,” a sen-
o govsernunett oflieis] Lold
Business Standard,

Linder the trade agreement, ladiz
hrascommitted o gadually taper
Al Lersearn por et within e tiexd
eiglit vears, The imporl doly on
sibver currently stencls sl 8B por oo
unkler the CETA,

in the case of zold jewellenyand
Lvars, s Do TF rate quata CFIECH, along
wilh concessionsl duly, is in place.
The TR was Imposed Lo prevent
H s len sirpe in Uhe gty of
lmports, as gold s s high-value
commglitiy

Experes said (T isdrmporant o
fees Ll the TIATE 38 prinsarily in the
busingss of re-export, ot produc-
e, BTRE IS 1100 5 T e T
Lk, Furtlermmore, the CEEA is more
strategic in natire, with lnited eco-
fermie bericfins

Giswaill iz, distingoished pro-
fessor at the Louncil for social
Developrment, said Tndia shoukl
lave exercised cantion, as similar
problens related oo clrel mvention
hacl seeurred i gasce ol The trade
deal with the 1-member
Association of southeast Asian
Bealioms fAsean), partidularly
with sinzapore,

“Ihese issuwes are bownd w arise,
us Lhird connmrics will Ley 10 se Lhe
TIAL Lo roule Lhetr prechuets e India,
‘I'he fact that we have an agreeiment
wilhy et TTAT anad zeres duly imporns
pts @ lof of pressure, We saw similar
dyoaniics with the ascan teade
alenl, weilh U he gervermiment Lrying L
address rules of orizin issnes”

Dlar said,

Tevaddress Lthe surge in Imporls,
the Union Budzet inJulv slashed
fnport duties on gold and silver
Irorm 15 per eent oo peraenl, s
nullifying the advantase thal UAL
enjoved. Acenrding oo Delhi-based
Lhink lank Global Trade Fesearch
Initiative (L71RL), this will offer tem-

porary rehic ] s taril s on gl and
silver from Dubai will drop Lo zeroin
the coming years. leading to another
bt ool s Am frngarts.

“'I'he geverniment saw renegotiane-
ing the CERA 10 revoke these rarsfT
coneessions a5 the only viagbie
aption, Reducing most avoured
vation (MEN) tariffs oo 2okl and
silver 1o aerowess Tl ol ss il
oLl Jepl to high inpouts and a
it om fomes,” Lhe (VTR T ropuont seiul

An incdustry allicis] notec Ul
the growth in silver imports from
the UAE has becn cxponential,
wnied il s uneertain o 1his will
develop further.

Otherissues

Ungdet the CERA, India cpened up its
SNt nJI j LI PACTT IETAD Fir CICLLICTETIL
rarkel [or The first Lime, gramiing
UAE companies national treacimcn
sLALLIH, 071 H T wilh Ticliam cionn-
panies, [or bicdding on cenlral
soverninent tenders, theugh in linm-
il seeioms.

This wigs seen as 4 signilicant
shift bn Jndia's trade policy stance,
womsiclering Tha) New Dethi s nol g
signatory w e World Trade
DIFEanisation (W DS Zoverniment
'lJI'( smeTicnmi }]g’.’l.'l."ll'lL“T'll..

Aceording o Dlyar, Uhis move
indicared & lack of comsisteney,
Tmiedia Lyets Deen oppiosinog Lbe plrilil-
etil agreement al e W0,
Mureower, [ndia will have o nego-
Tl ﬁl'ml:.' ol frese Lracle HEFLCITICTILS
[T TAs wilh other developed coun-
Trics, such as sustraliz, the UK, and
1he Turopean Thdon, #s povernmel
procurement chapiers are non-nego-
tiabke for these pations.

Drlar also psoinied oo that whil
1he Indis-Tapan FTA does ol
include s chepleron government
procurement, wre is o clatse slal-
ing that if Indiz opens its public
precurement market o any
ITiding perner, i st exlend The
same o Japarn,

Inichiastry afficials hoelivve thal
sluly coneessions o0 pelrochemicals,
theugh calibrated, lave set a prece-
et with Onnan new pressuring
Imalia (or simildar cols,

“ldia should not have agresd to
duty ents em petmochcmicals under
1he Inddin-UIAT CERA, I 1he same
deal is given to Conan, echer Gulf
nations, sueh s Qatar aod Saudi
Arubig, may also demand similar
concessions,” another industry ofi-
cialsaicl on condition ol |4

=

FPradeep Mehla, secretar

shiomlel avoicd drastic setion, =4
review ol Lhe dpreament in the nesr
terim is unlikely, Fornow, 1ndia can
TEISE Ay Coneerns i the CERA Toinl
Commilles ar the Subcominitiee on
Rulesof Crigin, which provide plat-
Tireres [ine comsuiaticon sl voogsera-
lion,” Mehty said,

Howrever, the (yTR] report sug-
bested Tndia should push Lo will-
draw tarifl cats o platinum, silver,
diamonds, and gold jewellers adjuss
wrlue g uditfon rales; han the o=
sion ol expensive 2ilver bars o
chieapersilver gramales to exploin
CERA benelils; slop imporls of sane-
toned metals froim Russia via
Diutbats soicl veveke spocial privilopes
1o Lhe Gill iy bulfion cxehange
due Lo misuse,

e will be crocial to obserse how
Lhe lyweo sl ralegic parlners Davigale
these murual sensitivities.
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This Nationalé

Nutrition

Week choose

e all strive to lead
healthy lifestyles.
Working out, tracking

your steps, staying hydrated... the
list can go on. But have you exam-
ined the food you're eating? True
nutrition starts with pure, chemi-
cal-free food. This National Nutri-
tion Week, it's time to focus on
your diet.

Jayen Mehta (MD, GCMMF)
says, “The Amul Organic range,
which is free from 225+ chemi-
cals and pesticides, provides the
natural goodness your body
needs. With a legacy of 75 years,
one of India’s most trusted dairy
brands offers a

healthier choice
compared to & A
chemically Amul

treated food. We .
believe it is not
just about eat-
ing well, it's
about embrac-
ing a movement
toward a health-
ier future. This
range is certi-

fied by the National Programme
for Organic Production (NPOP)."”

Today, our lifestyles often have
an adverse effect on our health.
Organic farming enriches food
with vital vitamins and miner-
als, providing essential nutrients
that promote good health. Mehta
adds, “By avoiding harmful
chemicals and pesticides, we aim
to provide the purest food. So,

this National Nutrition Week,
we urge people to take the

first step towards a healthier
lifestvle with Amul Organic that
offers essential nutrition and
health benefits. Committed to
rigorous quality control, we
ensure that every product meets
the highest standards. The range
includes an array of affordable
products such as Whole Wheat
Atta, Basmati
Rice, Sona Masoori
Rice, Dehraduni
Basmati, Besan,
Toor Dal, Chana
Dal, Masoor Dal,
Desi Chana, Kabuli
Chana, Whole
Moong, Whole
Urad, Rajma,
Ginger Powder and
Turmeric.”

Website: shop.omul.com

India to host ICA General Assembly and Global
Cooperative Conference 2024 for 1* time in 130 yrs

Amit Shah, Minister of Cooperation, Govt of India will attend the event on November 25, 2024

NEW DELHI: First time in
the 130 years long history of
International Cooperative Alli-
ance (ICA), the ICA General
Assembly and Global Cooper-
ative Conference 2024 will be
hosted in India by IFFCO Ltd
in collaboration with ICA and
Union Ministry ul'('.tmiu;r.l-
tion. During 1CA Board meet-
ing in Brussels on June 28, 2023,
IFFCO proposed hosting the
1CA General Assembly and
Global Conference in India.
Further, in meeting held at the
headguart ers of United Nations

5

\ ICA Global Cooperative Co

and Dificisl Lsunch of the wmu Yenr ol Co

E—’ Press gonfarana

FHCO Sodan, New

(lrguulla.;niun (LMOY) it was
decided that the Global Coop-

v (] ﬁw“‘

erative Conference in India will
also mark the official launch of

UN International Year of Coop
eratives - 2025, (UN IYIC2025)

Amit Shah, Minister of
Cooperation, Govt of India will
attend the event on Novem-
ber 25, 2024 at 3 PM. He will
chair the inaugural session of
the Global Cooperative Confer
ence as the Chiel Guest,

A commemuorative stamp
on International Year of Coop-
eratives - 2025 will also be
launched in the event.

Jeroen Douglas, DG-ICA
informed the press that the
event is scheduled to be held

from November 25 to 30, 2024
at Bharat Mandapam, ITPO,
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
He said the theme of the
event will be ‘Cooperatives
Build Prosperity of All" and
the subthemes will be: (1)
Enabling Policy and Entre
prencurial Ecosystems, (2)
Nurturing Purposeful Lead-
ership to Create Prosperity
for All, (3) Reaffirming The
Cooperative Identity, and (4}
Shaping the Future: Towards
Fh-.jlllt.lun?.I"l'un‘pm"l'lg..I Pl by 2 st
Century, MARST
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Syngenta launches ‘Climate Smart Project’ to tackle swings in rice vield

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennal

Global agricultural techno-
logy company Syngenta has
initiated the ‘Climate Smart
Project’, along with its value
chain partners in Haryana
and Punjab, to tackle climate
change challenges that have
led to fluctuations in rice
production, the company’s
global CEO Jeff Rowe said.

The company had set a tar-
get of enabling regencrative
agricultural practices across
50 million hectares by 2030,
Itis committed to innovation
and will continue to bring
these in crop protection and
seeds to help Indian agricul-
ture become more sustain-
able and profitable, Rowe
said in an email interaction
with businessline.

Stating that Syngenta
works with farmers across
the globe to adapt and mitig-
ate the challenges of climate
change, he said under the
‘Climate Smart Project’ soil

health analysis is undertaken
to regulate the wuse of
fertilizers.

SUCCESS STORY

“For example, urea accounts
for 82 per cent of the nitro-
gen source influencing
greenhouse gas emissions; so
we train growers on soil
health, Crop residue man-
agement is carried out to re-
duce burning. Every year,
paddy farmers in Punjab,
Harvana and Uttar Pradesh
burn 23 million tonnes of
crop residue,” the Syngenta
global CEO said.

One of Syngenta's success
stories in India has been
through its Climate Smart
Agriculture programme for
basmati rice.

“This programme offers
soil health analysis, crop
residue and water manage-
ment, stewardship and tools
to measure carbon sequest-
ration, It has already reached
700 growers across nearly
14,000 hectares,” he said.

The company’s ‘SoilCare

The Climate Smart
Agriculture project for
basmati rice has
already reached 700
growers across nearly
14,000 hectares

JEFF ROWE
Global CEQ, Syngenta

Program® is supporting In-
dian farmers by providing
personalised soil reports and
recommendations on better
soil management.

The participating farmers
understand how to optimise
their fertilizer application
and receive training in best
practices like crop rotation,
Rowe said.

The programme has be-
nefited 5,425 farmers so far,
covering 10,525 acres across
133 villages in northern In-
dia. “Farmers have reduced
their costs by 15 per cent and
increased yields by 10 per

cent. 'We have undertaken
this initiative with our NGO
partner ISAP India Founda-
tion, an organisation com-
mitted to advancing ag-based
livelihoods and the economic
empowerment of rural com-
munities,” he said.

On its efforts to compete
with its rivals who have
launched direct sceded rice
and zero tillage in wheat, the
company’s global CEO said
his company recognises the
importance of sustainable
agricultural practices that
can enhance productivity
while minimising the envir-

onmental  impact. “Owr
teams are continuously ex-
ploring innovative solutions
and best management prac-
tices across various cultiva-
tion methods, and we are
aware of the potential ad-
vantages of direct seeded rice
and zero tillage wheat sys-
tems,” he said.

Syngenta is accelerating
its product pipeline, lever-
aging data and Al across the
company. “Data analytics is
completely transforming our
RE&D efforts in genetics and
chemistry., All our research
projects to find new active in-
gredients use machine learn-
ing models to optimise mo-
lecular design and selection
across the phases of discov-
ery, optimisation and selec-
tion,” Rowe said.

This translates into 2 ma-
jor improvement in innova-
tion for farmers, from ad-
vanced breeding technigques
to climate-resilient crop vari-
eties to satellite imagery and
remote sensing technologies
to help treat crops.

Bayer launches global initiative
‘ForwardFarming’ in India

—
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Bayer has launched its global
initiative, ‘Bayer Forward-
Farming’, in India to demon-
strate innovative farming
techniques with a focus on
sustainable rice cultivation,
thus promoting regenerative
agriculture. This is the new-
est of 29 ForwardFarms
worldwide. Each Forward-
Farm serves as a beacon of
sustainable agricultural prac-
tices, providing a platform
for farmers, researchers and
stakeholders to collaborate
and share knowledge, the
company said ina statement.

Natasha Santos, Head of
Sustainability & Strategic
Engagements at Bayer, said,
“Creating value for farmers
is at the heart of what we do.
We are excited to bring Bayer
ForwardFarming to India, a
country that is pivotal to
global food security. By sup-
porting and empowering

‘ForwardFarming’
integrates
practices such as
Direct Seeded Rice
Cropping System
and innovative weed
management

local farmers, we aim to en-
hance agricultural productiv-
ity and sustainability, in-
creasing food security for
all.”

INNOVATIVE TECH

For Bayer, regenerative agri-
culture is an outcome-based
crop production model with
improving soil health at its
core. Strengthening resili-
ence is a key objective, along-
side mitigating  climate
change, maintaining or
restoring biodiversity, con-
serving water, and increasing
yields.

Spread over 18 hectares in

Panipat, the Bayer Forward-
Farm in India is unique as it
introduces a convergence of
innovative technologies and
sustainable  interventions
specifically designed for
smallholder farmers. The
farm integrates practices
such as the Direct Seeded
Rice Cropping System, in-
novative weed management,
customised agronomy sys-
tems, carbon farming among
others.

Simon Wiebusch, Presid-
ent, Bayer South Asia said,
“At Bayer, we envision a re-
generative farming future
that restores and enhances
the environment. The launch
of Bayer ForwardFarming in
India is a part of it. By provid-
ing farmers with tailored
solutions, modern tools and
practices, proactive steward-
ship measures and strategic
partnerships, we aim to
boost productivity, improve
quality and yields, all while
preserving the
environment.”
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Pest infestation of paddy crﬂpginéaves Kodagu farmers worried

K 5 GIRISH
MADIKERI, DHNS

est infestation in paddy

crops has left the farm-

ers in Kodagu district
worried,

Dug 1o cloudy wenther
and contimaous rainfall, pest
infestation has increased.

Farmers, who were initially
happy with abundan rainfall,
are now worried over lnck of
sunlight.

The consistently damp con-
ditionsarve likely toinerease the
chancesof fungal disenses nnd
pestattacks, says Dr BS Chan-
drashekar, Joim Directorof the
Agriculture Department.

Dr Veerendra Komar, a
plam protection expert i
the Gonlkoppa Krishl Vigyan
Kendra, said, * Leaf folder pest
infestution is being witnessed

Paddy farming activities
have already started across
Kedagu districtand the trans-
planting of pacdy saplings has

" The pest-Infested paddy fields In Kodagu district. (Right) A pest-infested paddy seediing,

D% PHIOTOS | K S CIRISH

transplantation is still under-
wily.

During this time, leal fold-
er pest infestation has been

D Veerendra Kumar has
provided somie suggesthons ©
combrel the leaf folder pest.

The leaffolder infestation is

leaves and eat the green pan
of the beaf,

Asanesult, the cropappears
paleandwhite. Insevere cases,
thie growth s stuntesd and the
crop fails to produce panicles,
causing losses. Henee, farmers
havebeenurged v ke control
measures as soon as they ob-
serve signs of pest infestation
intheir fields, he advised.

Adult insects
Thie moth of this pest is light
yellow with thin black siripes
an its wings, The female moth
Lays abotst 300 eges along the
midrib of the leal, The larvae
hatch in four o seven days
and fevd om the beaf for 1560 27
days befare entering the pupal
stage. They remainin the pupal
stagie for six 1o elght days be
fore cmerging as adultinsects,
“Frrmers must follow expert

paddy crops,” saidl Veerendra
Kumar. “The current weather
conditionsare likely toincrease
thee risk of pests and fungal in-
fections in paddy, Farmers
should visit their nearest Rai-
itha Samparka Kendra for guid-
anee,"ndds BS Chandrashelar,

Control measures

To control the infestation,
farmersshould clean the weeds
around the ficld and ensure
cleanliness,

Upon observing signs of
pests, they shoukd spray one
af the following insecticides:
Incaxacarb 0.5 ml, Flubendi-
armide (L4 ml,or Profenofos 1.5
mimixedinone litre sfwater It
isalso recommended tomixan
adhesive solution with the pes-
ticide during spraying for bet:
ter resulis, advises the expert,

For mare information,

in several paddy fields in the

been almost completed in all
tha mbike In enme nlases

observed in the paddy fields

arvvvcd Uhadigieior s addidad

nogiced in paddy felds. Thecat-

wrtsillare frlel the aedoee Al the

advice without negligence 1o
wavireeil e boal Tonkdor saeer in

T farmers face severe health
risks due to pesticides: Study

Also Reveals
Wide Unsafe
Practices

Pinto.Deepak
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Telangana far-
mers are facing severe health
issues such as respiratory di-
seases, skin irritations, and
asthma from pesticides they
are using on crops, They are
also afflicted by chronic he-
alth problems like Alzhei-
mer’s disease and cancers
due to pesticide exposure.
These findings were reve-
aled in a study titled ‘Biomo-
nitoring of Pesticide Exposu-
re and Its Health Implica-
tions in Agricultural Areas
of Telangana, India: A Brief
Data Report,” conducted by
researchers from Hydera-
bad-based Indian Council of
Medical Research-National
Institute of Nutrition and
Osmania University.

11 highly hazardous
Twentyeight different
pesticides, including 11 of
them categorised as highly
hazardous by World Health
Organisation guidelines, we-
re found in the blood samples
of farmers. Further, elevated
levels of pesticide residues
were found in the blood and
urine samplesof exposed far-
mers as compared to the far-

STUDY DETAILS

Shortness of breath | Chest pain & Rapid
heartbeat | Vomiting | Blurred vision & eye irri-
tation | Anger | Numbness & muscle weakness
| Headaches & dizziness | Balance problems

e Conducted between Oct 2021-April 2023

@ 5 villages each from Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri,
Vikarabad, Sangareddy districts covered

e Farmers grew rice, cotton, other crops

® They sprayed pesticides for at least a year

e Participants aged between 18-70 years

HIGHLY HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES FOUND

il
e Coumaphos, Fenamiphos, Dll:hlurvos.
Methamidophos, Monocrotophos, Triazophos —
classified as highly hazardous by WHO —found in
blood samples

mers in the control groups. A
total of 493 farmers from dif-
ferent parts of Telangana, in-
cluding 341 in the exposure
group and 152 in the control
group, were assessed for this
study

Pesticide overuse

The research paper was
published by Elsevier, a
Dutch academic publishing
company specialising in sci-
entific, technical, and medi-
cal content, and was funded
by the department of health
research, Union ministry of
health and family welfare.

The study, which focused
on the impact of pesticide ex-
posure on farmers in Telang-
ana found that overuse of
pesticides by commercial
growers to maximise profits
has led to insufficient aware-
ness of risks, unsafe hand-

ling practices, and also the
use of banned chemicals.,

The study found farmers
in exposed group exhibited
significantly higher levels of
dialkyl phosphate (DAP) me-
tabolites, which indicate pes-
ticide exposure. Further, the
exposed group had lower le-
vels of acetylcholinesterase
enzymes, indicating potenti-
al neurclogicaldamage.

Unsafe practices
The study revealed wide-

spread unsafe practices
among farmers, such as
using bare hands tomix pesti-
cides, improper storage and
unsafe disposal methods,
which elevate health risks. It
emphasises need for impro-
ved safety and regulatory me-
asures inagriculture,

The findings also high-
light the potential benefits of

adopting safer and more sus-
tainable agricultural practi-
ces, like integrated pest ma-
nagement (IPM), which redu-
ces pesticide usage and miti-
gates associated health risks.

Adopt IPM practices

The study advocates for
the adoption of IPM practi-
ces, including the use of bio-
pesticides, improved seed va-
rieties, and efficient irriga-
tion and fertilisation met-
hods, leading to a substantial
reduction in pesticide use,
and regulation and training.

In addition, wearing per-
sonal protective equipment
while using pesticides to mi-
nimise direct exposure thro-
ugh inhalation, ingestion, or
skin contact and also regular
biomonitoring of pesticide
exposure for early detection,
the study said.

farmers can contact 08274 -
R4
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From locking horns to
unlocking potential

India-UStrade ties have taken a positive turn under Biden

ASIT RANJAN MISHRA
Fvesw Delbi, 18 Saptam ser

11 Lhe Business-20 evennl during [ndia’s G20

presidency last year in Aupusl, Trade

Minister Mivush Gowval, wha donmned the hat

of Lhe moderator, gquiseed his counlernpart,
United States Trade Represenrative (LSTR)
Katherine Ta1, onwhelher it would be Tair 1o say
that koth sides now had Cthe best relationship ever
it thedr Lisrory,

“The qualily ol engarement, Lhe huge respect,
and rhe huge amount of confidence that was gen-
erated during the visiL of Prime Minisler Marendra
Madi o the 175 and the bonding herween President
Bidlen and Modi, Does all of this peflect possibly
Lhe best time in Lerms of rendship and relation-
Ship?” Goval said.

Druaring that state visil in Jun st year, tie
Linired starcs and [ndia announced resolurionson
ke trade issues, meluding the termiteation of six
dispules (and laler anolher pending dispuile) al the
W “1rade Organization and [ndia’s removal of
LTi-For-tat s on certain US products sueh ws
chickpea, lentils, almond, walnul, apple,
and boric acicl, This almiest made up
fior a mini trade deal that both sides
cotld ot agrec upon during Modi's
wisil Lo Lhe US in 2019, during Dongld
Trump's presidency.

“You atg absolutely riglit. We are
at avery high watermark,” Tai
sosponded 1o Goval,

Biden's trade pollcy

Theugh President Joe Biden mode o
power in 2021 eriticising his predeces-
sur, Dot Truanp, for his “disus-
Lrons™ rade policy, he did notshow
any inelination to reverse the Frump-
erd Trade policies Ut deddt with
Iriends and foes with the same sword, THany-
Thing, Biden further strengthened the trade
sanctions against China that Trump had
sravted, Hisfoeus en the interests of domes-
L workers and businesses, siding with Lhe
wave nf anti-globalisation in the West and
providing domnestic subsidics to revive

some industries like serniconduclons, wis
0y by sorme crperts as the "new”
Washinglon Consensis,

Thongh Biden was part of the Ohama
aclroinistrarion that pushicd for dae Trans-
Pucilic Parimership trade deal that Tramp
rejocted, as President he showed nowillingness to
revive iL Wilh a clear policy nol o negoliale vade
deals where the LS has o code market access, the
Giden sclministration foated Lhe ides of the do-
Pacilic Economic Tramework (TPEF) 1o strenglhen
Gonnomic cooperation ameng lndo-Iacific narions
s d slrleic counter 1o Ching's snowing eloul in
rhe region,

[Tomverver, when b came W India, the Biden
administration ook a more conclliatory approach.
Both sides revived the anuial Trade Policy Foruin
Ll alter agap of four years in 2021 India joined
rhres nut af the four pillars nf the TPEF, though it

BILATERAL TRADE

Exports Mmports MTotal (5 bn)
Growth in % (Y-o0-¥)

Fr20  53.1°0 HA
35.5 I MR
2.9 I A
FfzZl 516% =L.i6
28.0 I -19.35
80.5 I -0.4
Ff22  76.2 1 ) 47,54
43,3 49.94
] r——
FY23  78.51 ) EA 1
50.9 I 1743
- R ————r
FY24  77.5 = -1.31
42.] -T7.04
119.7 I .40

Sodce: Comrerce degarliment

sy carside the nogotiations of the trade pillar.
While Tndias decision 1o purehase discounled
crude ofl from Russia to cnsure "enengy security™
ereated inilidl fssures in the relationship, te US
hias come Lo acknowledme Tndia's stralegic and eco-
nomie needs,

India's nerchandise bilateral trude with the US
Tas incroased by S0 per cent to 5120 billion
between 1% 21 and 1724, Cric Garcel L, US
Ambassador io ndia, said in Jamuary this year that
Lindia=rs bilateral trade, ineluding both goods and
services. hud Lhe potential Lo increases Lo $500 bil-
lion anmmally finm rhe current $200 hillion, riding

andireet investiments, joint ventires, patnocr-
ships, educational exchanges, and teurisn,

Indiaand the Us trade and economic relations
have slso pained fromm wheal the US Treasury
Secrelary Tanel Yellen calls America’s ™ [riend-
shoring” approach, which ains to diversity away
frorn courtries thal presenl geopolitical and seeu-
rity risks tothe LS supply chain, such as China.

Wi wre prodelively deepening economic
integration with trusted trading partners like
India. Our strategy will also create redundancics
in eursupply chain o miligale over-concenlra-
tion risks. And we arealso addressing our reli-
anee en manulaciurers whose approaches clash
with o human rights values.” Yellen said dur-
ing her first visit to India in Movermber 2022,

Ajery Srivaslava. [ounder of Delhi-based Lhink
tank Glahal Trade Research [nitiative, said more
Chiam the resolution of trade disputes, it was the
rangible wark on the ground during the Biden
prosidency Uil sel il aparl, “ATnerican Companics
have pui dillars in Tndia during the Biden admin-
istration, demonstraring the China Plus One pol-
iy in a very forcelul way, 1S durng Biden's time
when Apple starled manufachuring iFhones in
Inclia throwgh Foxeonm and Amerdcan chipmaker
dicron announeed investment in Tndia,”™ he said.

Homewer, stivastava said, the Us sup-
ol L Indis under the Ching Flus One
sirategy was selective. "When India rried
Lo i pose restrictions on laptop Lmpors,
thi 125 vehemently opposed it. However,
e is now bipartisan support for anti-
Ching Lrsde poliey in Lthe TS, and India
shoitld leverage it furthen” he added.

Bocl sides have pending issoes 1o
resalve. The Trunip-ere national security
Larills on lidia's sleel and aluminiummn
imporis dre sU1 prevalenl, Tndia's
request for the restoration of its
Guenerd zed Systern of Prelerences
slalus [oe duly-Tree exports of cerlain

products 18 still pending, The long-
standing negoliations for a totalisa-
THon agrecment to prevent dian
lechies in the US [rom paving double
social seairity contributions also
remaln unresolved.

Newwatermarks?

TFurther responding Lo Gosal al Lhe 20
event, Tai said her office, which works on
Lhe US-Inclia trade relstionshdp with s institutional
miemory, has wold her thal Lhe working relationship
berwecn hothtrade ministers was cortainly the host
Lhey have seen herwesn Tndid and the T8,

‘This Saturday, Biden will trasel 1o his home-
Lo of Wiltningiion, Delaware, 1o bose his Gnal
s sumimil with the leaders of Tndia. Japan, and
Anstralia, underscoring his personal commitment
L strenzthening US alliances in Lhe Indo-Pacilic
regEion, As the US approaciics its Noveinber pros-
identialelection, and with Giden having with-
drawi from the race, it remains tnhe seen
whether the newfound bonhemic onthe trade
wnd economic ronl will redch new walermarls
under the next president.
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Indian scientists develop sustainable
pheromone dispenser for pest contro

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELH|

Indian scientists ~ have
developed a sustainable
pheromone dispenser with a
controlled release rate which
could act as an innovative
solution to substantially
reduce the costs of pest
control and management.

To ensure that the innovation
benefit farmers directly on a
large scale, Jawaharlal Nehru

Centre for Advanced
Scientific Research INCASR,
Bengaluru and
ICAR-National Bureau of

Agricultural Insect Resources
(ICAR-NBAIR) have entered
into a Know-how license pact
with Krishi Vikas Sahakari
Samiti Ltd. (KVSSL),
Haryana, recently.

INCASR is an autonomous
institution under the
Department of Science and

Technology.
Prof. M. Eswaramoorthy
from JNCASR and Dr

Kesavan Subaharan from
ICAR-NBAIR led the signing
of the pact.

Prof. Eswaramoorthy said,
“This exercise will enable the

sEread of technology across
the country and at global level
too. The benefit of the
research moves from the lab
to the field to benefit the
farming community for pest
management.”

“Currently, emphasis is laid
on developing technologies
that are clean and green. On
this line, the technology
developed on controlled
release of semiochemicals
(signalling substances such as
pheromones) on transfer to
firms will enable to scale up
the production to cover a
large area,” Dr. Subhaharan

Sustainable
pheromone dispensers are not

organic

a new concept. In fact,
polymer membrane or
polypropylene tube
dispensers  that  release
pheromones already

dominate the market.
The released pheromones
alter the behaviour of the

target insect species and
attract them to sticky traps.
Their  main  drawback,

however, is that the rate at
which the pheromones are
released into the air is not
stable, said a statement here.

Coromandel opens hi-tech polyhouse at R&D farm

Times News NETWORK

soil-less media,

including

Hyderabad: Agri solutions
provider Coromandel Inter-
national Limited on Monday
said it has opened a hi-tech
polvhouse at its research &
development (R&D) farm at
Shamirpet as part of new
product development.

The company said the hi-
tech polyhouse is equipped
with the latest technology
that will enable it to conduct
advanced field trials of its

Company said the hi-tech
polyhouse is equipped
with the latest technology
that will enableitto con-
ductadvanced field trials
of its innovative range of
agri-inputs and solutions

innovative range of agri-in-
puts and solutions.

“The facility is designed
to conduct pot experiments
and advanced trials using

hydroponics and cocopeat
systems. These trials will be
focused on the precise cali-
bration of nutrients, ma-
kingthe polyhousea critical
testing ground for breakth-
rough productssuch as nano
fertilisers, bio-stimulants,
liguid fertilisers, slow and
controlled release fertili-
sers, customised and coated
fertilisers, and plant growth
regulators (PGRs),” the
company said.
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