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Dhanuka Agritech
launches herbicide for
maize, sugarcane crops

f—— ]
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Dhanuka Agritech Ltd, an
agri-input company, has in-
troduced Tembotrax, an
early post-emergence herbi-
cide containing ‘Tembotri-
one 34.4% SC’, for weed
management in maize and
sugarcane cultivation across
key agricultural regions of
the country.

A media statement said
Tembotrax is a systemic
HPPD-inhibiting herbicide
that disrupts carotenoid bio-
synthesis, causing visible
bleaching of susceptible
weeds while offering crop se-
lectivity in maize and sugar-
cane  when used as
recommended.

Tembotrax offers broad-

spectrum  weed control
against both narrow-leaf and
broadleaf weeds through a
single spray application,
helping farmers manage
weed competition in maize
and sugarcane cultivation, it
said.

KEY CHALLENGE
Quoting Rahul Dhanuka,
MD, Dhanuka Agritech Ltd,
the statement said: “Early-
stage weed competition is a
key challenge in maize and
sugarcane cultivation as it
can affect crop growth and
farmers’ productivity. Tem-
botrax helps control weeds
during the critical early
stages of crop growth, sup-
porting effective weed man-
agement and helping farm-
ers protect their crop
potential.”
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Higher MSP for rabi crops an opportunity
to boost mustard production, says SEA

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

The Solvent Extractors’ As-
sociation of India (SEA) has
said higher minimum sup-
port prices (MSPs) for rabi
crops offer an opportunity to
boost domestic mustard
production.

In his monthly letter to
members on Wednesday,
SEA  President Angshu
Mallick said the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Af-
fairs had approved MSP
hikes for all mandated rabi
crops for the 2027-28 mar-
keting season. The MSP for
rapeseed and mustard was
raised by 413 per quintal to

T6,613 and that for safflower
by¥67510%7,215.

“Improved price assur-
ance for mustard can encour-
age farmers to maintain or
expand cultivation and in-
vest in better farm practices.
However, the effectiveness
of MSP support will also de-
pend on procurement ar-
rangements, market access
and the prices farmers actu-
ally realise,” he said.

KHARIF ACREAGE

Kharif oilseed acreage stood
at 196.66 lakh hectares (lh)
as of October 2, against
195.55 lh a year earlier. While
overall coverage rose mar-
ginally, crop-wise trends
were mixed.

Soybean acreage edged
down to 123.16 lh, while
groundnut remained broadly
unchanged around 51 Ih. Ses-
ame acreage rose to 11.23 1h
and sunflower to 1.29 Ih,
while castor acreage fell to
8.97 lh. In Gujarat, total oil-
seed acreage declined to
30.28 Ih from 31.95 Th a year
earlier, with groundnut cov-
erage falling to 20.7 Ih,
Mallick said.

OILSEED TRADE

India exported 2.64 lakh
tonnes (It) of oilseeds valued
at ¥3,324.05 crore during
April-Tuly 2026-27, while im-
ports stood at 6.75 It worth
¥3,733.55 crore. This resul-
ted in a trade deficitof 4.11 It

by volume and ¥409.5 crore
by value.

Groundnut and sesame
supported exports, while
soybean dominated imports,
highlighting the need to im-
prove domestic productivity,
seed quality, farm economics
and value-chain linkages to
reduce import dependence.

Mallick said the vegetable
oil and oilseed sector was
navigating a changing global
environment shaped by bio-
fuel policies, shifting trade
flows, price volatility and
rising demand. This called
for proactive policy engage-
ment, diversified sourcing,
stronger domestic produc-
tion and greater value addi-
tion in India.

CII urges exporters to tap benefits
under India-New Zealand FTA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 22

Domestic exporters,
including MSMEs, should
engage with New Zealand
buyers, check product-
specific rules of origin and
leverage schemes such
as the Export Promotion
Mission to maximise the
benefits from the recently
implemented bilateral free
trade agreement (FTA),
CII's Sanjay Budhia said
on Thursday.

Budhia, the Chairman
of the CII National Com-
mittee on Exports and
Managing Director of Pat-
ton International Ltd, said
New Zealand can also
serve as a gateway to the
wider Oceania and Pacific

Island markets.

On October 20, the two
countries implemented a
free trade agreement to
boost trade and invest-
ment ties.

“I urge exporters, espe-
cially MSMEs, to move
early, engage with New
Zealand buyers, check
product-specific rules of
origin, and make full use
of schemes such as the
Export Promotion Mis-
sion. New Zealand can also
serve as a gateway to the
wider Oceania and Pacific
Island markets,” he said.

The pact, Budhia said,
gives Indian exporters
duty-free access across all
tariff lines in New Zealand,
with tariffs of up to 10 per
cent on engineering goods,

textiles, leather and foot-
wedr now at zero.

The agreement is set
to benefit a wide range
of industries — including
engineering goods, chem-
icals, plastics, electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and pro-
cessed foods - alongside
labour-intensive sectors
like textiles and leather.

He added that stream-
lined SPS and TBT (Sani-
tary and Phytosanitary
Measures and Technical
Barriers to Trade) proce-
dures, electronic certi-
fication, and acceptance
of GMP (Good Manu-
facturing Practices) and
GCP (Good Clinical Prac-
tice) inspection reports
will also help reduce
compliance costs.
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Dhanuka Agritech
aunches fungicide
for rice blast
discasc in paddy

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Dhanuka Agritech Ltd, an
agri input company, has
launched Fujita, a systemic
fungicide for the control of
rice  blast  (Pyricularia
oryzae), one of the major
fungal diseases affecting
paddy cultivation.,

Fujita is designed to
provide systemic protection
against rice blast and sup-
port effective disease man-
agement. Through products
such as Fujita, the company
continues to expand its crop
protection portfolio to ad-
dress key crop health chal-
lenges in Indian agriculture,
it said in a statement.

India’s exports reach
$399 bn, eyes $1 trn
next year: Report

New DELHI

INDIAs export engine is
gaining pace and breadth,
with combined merchan-
dise and services shipments
reaching about $399 billion
in :\pl‘il—r\.ugu.\t 2026, lend-
ing weight towards reaching
the 51 trillion export target
for the year, a new report
has said.

The report from Europe-
an Times said China's sharp
rise in imports from India
also proved Indian export-
ers’ ability to penetrate one
of the world's most compet-
itive markets.

Further, India is gradu-
ally  building an export
map spanning ASEAN, Af-
rica, East Asia, Europe, and
North America, with deeper
participation in technology
intensive production and
global value chains.

Exports to Singapore
surged by 96 per cent, Ma-
laysia by 74 per cent, China
by 39 per cent, and Tanza-
nia by 129 per cent during
the period, while exports to
the United States also rose
by 6 per cent.

Merchandise exports
rose 17.8 per cent to 5216
billion in  April-August
2026, while services exports

A report from
European Times
said China's sharp
rise in imports from
India also proved
Indian exporters’
ability to penetrate
one of the world's
most competitive
markets

climbed 13 per cent to $183
billion, the report said. The
combination of these fac-
tors suggested that “two
complementary engines are
supporting India’s  export
expansion.”

The report forecasted that
if merchandise exporters
continue to capture mar-
ket share while services re-
main resilient, the country
could substantially deepen
its participation in global
trade. Further, the report
underlined that a strong
services performance, rap-
idly expanding electronics
and engineering exports,
and exceptional growth in
several emerging markets
collectively paint a strong
picture of growth in the
coming period.

“Particularly encouraging

is the performance of non-
petroleum  exports, which
touched $181 billion, up 14
per cent,” the publication
said. Excluding petroleum
and gems and jewellery, ex-
ports still grew 15 per cent
to 5169 billion, .\ign'.‘l“illg
a broad-based momentum
beyond a narrow commod-
ity set.

“India’s underlying ex-
port base is becoming
broader, more manufactur-
ing-oriented and increas-
ingly capable of respond-
ing to opportunities across
global markets,” the report
noted.

Surge in electronic-goods
exports from $2.9 billion in
August 2025 to $5.5 billion
in August 2026, up 89.8 per
cent, was more striking as
the sector sits at the heart of
modern manufacturing and
global value chains.

The growth in the elec-
tronics sector proved India's
growing participation in
technology-intensive  pro-
duction and international
manufacturing networks.

“The next frontier is
deeper domestic value addi-
tion through components,
design, research, engineer-
ing and advanced manufac-
turing,” the report noted.
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Farmers oppose extension of
new system of distribution of
fertilizers through mobile app

Farmers have to get the unique identity issued by the Centre by registering their land holding in the FFS App

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

armers’ representa-
F tives of Tiruchi dis-

trict have opposed
any move to extend the
new system of distribution
of fertilizers, introduced by
the Union government as a
pilot project in two dis-
tricts in the State, to other
districts.

The new system, imple-
mented through the Fra-
mework for Fertilizer Sale
(FFS) App, has been intro-
duced in Erode and Siva-
ganga districts in Tamil Na-
du on a pilot basis and is
expected to be extended to
other districts soon.

New procedure
Raising the issue at the
monthly farmers grievanc-
es meeting here on Friday,
Aylia Sivasuriyan, district
secretary, Tamil Nadu Vi-
vasayigal Sangam, affiliat-
ed to the Communist Party
of India, pointed out that
the Centre had introduced
the new procedure to pre-
vent irregularities in the
distribution of fertilizers.
Farmers are required to

\ .

A farmer participating in the farmers’ grievance redress day meeting
at the Collectorate in Tiruchi on Friday. M. MOORTHY

obtain the unique identity
issued by the Union Minis-
try of Agriculture by regis-
tering the extent of their
land holding in the FFS
App and get a token using a
QR code to get fertilizers.
Under the process, only
land holding farmers can
obtain the ID and tenant
farmers who had been till-
ing the lands of temples
and mutts for several years
would not be able to get
the same, Mr. Sivasuriyan
said.

“Most of the tenant
farmers are small and mar-
ginal farmers and they
would not be able to get
fertilizers at subsidised

rates if the system is ex-
tended to all districts. Be-
sides, they will face diffi-
culties in accessing the
schemes, including crop
insurance, implemented
by the Union government.
A majority of small and
marginal farmers do not
own smart phones and will
find it difficult to access the
schemes through a mobile
app,” he said.

He called upon the go-
vernment to retain a sim-
ple process for getting fer-
tilizers and accessing
schemes and ensure that
they were available for te-
nant farmers too.

The district secretary of

Tamil Nadu Vivasayigal
Sangam, affiliated to the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), V. Chidamba-
ram, said tenant farmers
were not able to register
for crop insurance as they
could not complete the
owner verification pro-
cess, which required an
OTP.

Solution soon
Responding to the com-
plaint, a district official
handling crop insurance
said that the issue had
been taken to the notice of
the Agriculture Production
Commissioner/Secretary
and an officer is being de-
puted to New Delhi to sort
this out and a few other is-
sues faced by farmers in
Crop insurance.

A section of farmers
complained of meagre wa-
ter flow in the tail-end
areas of various canals in
the district.

R. Subramanian, secre-
tary, Cauvery Delta Farm-
ers Welfare Association,
said farmers in the tail-end
areas of the Kattalai High
Level Canal have not got
water, affecting samba cul-

tivation on about 9,000
acres.

P. Ayyakannu, presi-
dent, Desiya Thennidiya
Nadigal Innaippu Vivasayi-
gal Sangam, said tail-end
areas of the North Bank Ca-
nal had not got water and
urged the Water Resources
Department to shift its
head sluice to the Mayanur
Barrage as the canal’s bed
level was much higher
than that of the Cauvery at
Sriramasamudiram.

Official pulled up

In response to other com-
plaints raised by farmers,
District Collector Pratik
Tayal, who chaired the
meet, pulled up a Forest
Department official for fail-
ing to convene a meeting
with farmers to discuss the
damage caused to crops by
monkeys and other ani-
mals despite his instruc-
tions and directed him to
notify the date of the meet-
ing soon.

He told the farmers that
details of power shutdown
and government schemes
would be shared on local/
block-level WhatsApp

groups.
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Farmers protest paddy procurement and
fertiliser shortage; call off NH-44 blockade

laskaran Singh
& Kumar Mukesh | 1w

Kurukshetra/Hisar/Fate-
habad: Farmers staged pro-
tosts across Haryana on Mon-
day over delayed paddy procu-
rement, fertiliser shortages
and alleged failure to procure
crops at MSE, with BEL Cha
runi members threatening to
block NH-H in Shahabad and
farmers blocking a road in
Bhattu over delayed DAP dis-
tribuation.

Farmers associnted with
BEUCharuni gathered at Sha-
heed Udham Singh Memaorial
in Shahabad with lathis follo-
wing o call by union president

Kisan Sabha leaders submit a
memaorandum Lo the market
commitiee secretary in Hisar

Gurnam Singh Charund. They
threatened o block NH-M if
officials did not address their
COnNDErns

A meeting was held with
principal secretary Amnest P
Kumar, Kurukshetra DC Vish-
ram Kumar Meena, SP Chand

ra Mohan and olficials of the
agriculture, food and eivil
supplies departments.  Far
mers later called off the propo-
sidd blockade after nssurances
that pending eKharld regi-
strations would be verified
and paddy Lifting expedited.
Charuni sald delayed 1iF
ting had left little space in
mandis. Hesaid govt also nssu-
red that crops excesding dis
trict-wise average production
limits would be re-verified and
the entire quantity procured.
In Fatehabad, All India Ki-
san Sabha members protested
ot New Ana) Mandl, alleging
that no kharif crop had yet be-
en procured at MSP In Bhattu,

DAP stockpile healthy ahead of rabi sowing season
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farmirs blocked the Fatiha-
bad-Chopta road after waiting
sinoe dnm for DAP and leaving
without fertiliser The Mocka-
de was lifted after officials as
sured them distribution wo-
uld resume.

IFFCO Kisan Centre stall
attributed the delay to a soft-
ware glitch preventing batch
numbers and (armer data
from being updated, saving
adequate DAP stock was avai-
lable. In Hisar, Kisan Sabha
members also protested over
fertiliser availability claiming
aroarned SO0 bages were Iving ina
warehouse but could not be
distributed because of portal-
relnted technical issues.
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Natural farming to beat El Nifio, boost farm incomes

+ Agriculture special
CS Rajasekhar
says natural
farming covers
22 lakh acres as
against 25 lakh-
acre target

* 5 lakh more
farmers to join by
Feb 2027

* Successful models
earn farmers up to
Rs 2.71 lakh

Hans NEWs SERVICE
ANANTAPUR

NATURAL farming has the
potential to turn El Nifno-re-
lated challenges into oppor-
tunities by protecting crops,
maintaining  green  cover
and improving farmers’ in-
comes even under adverse
climatic conditions, special
chief secretary to agriculture
and cooperation Budithi Ra-
jasekhar said on Thursday.

Agriculture special chief secretary Budithi Rajasekhar addressing a workshop on natural
farming in Anantapur on Thursday

Addressing the concluding
day of a two-day workshop at
the AF Ecology Centre here,
he urged natural farming
officials and field-level per-
sonnel to take pride in their
work and demonstrate its
economic benefits through
scientific benefit-cost
analysis.

Rajasekhar appreciated the
efforts of Andhra Pradesh
Community-managed
Natural Farming (APCNEF)
teams for bringing 22 lakh
acres under natural farming

against the target of 25 lakh
acres across the State. He also
recalled the appreciation ex-
tended to the programme by
Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

‘The workshop was attend-
ed by district project manag-
ers and staff from eight Ray-
alaseema districts, Nellore,
Prakasam and Markapuram,
along with RySS chief execu-
tive officer B Rama Rao and
executive director Neeraja.

Rythu Sadhikara Samstha

executive vice-chairman and
retired 1AS officer Thallam
Vijay Kumar stressed the
need to ensure year-round
farm income through diver-
sified cropping systems and
one-time sowing techniques.
He called for implementing
the workshops recommen-
dations to maintain green
cover in drought-prone re-
gions.

He said natural farming
interventions would be ex-
panded through 1,357 high-
risk Rythu Seva Kendras,

covering around 9.60 lakh
farmers. More than 3,000
community resource persons
would be deployed across 11
districts by January 2027. The
programme aims to bring an-
other five lakh farmers from
new villages under Natural
Farming by February 2027.

‘The workshop highlighted
successful farming models,
including a one-acre rainfed
365-day green-cover model
that generated a net profit
of approximately Rs 90,000
during the Rabi season for
Prakasam farmer Jhansi.
Kurnool farmer G Sekhar
earned Rs 2.71 lakh through
vegetable cultivation under
the Any Time Money model.

Discussions focused on
pre-monsoon  dry sowing,
diversified  cropping and
timely crop planning to con-
serve soil moisture, protect
crops during dry spells and
strengthen climate resilience.
The teams also outlined
strategies to achieve 365-day
green cover and improve
sustainable farm  incomes
through June 2028.
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Kharif losses likely to touch 720K cr
in T as paddy acreage falls by 25%

“MONSOON PARADOX'— AND

Rainfall Issues
May Extend To
Rabi: PITAU

Sribala.Vadlapatia
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Telangana’'s
kharif crop losses are estima-
ted at 220,000 crore, mainly in
paddy and cotton, while rabi
cultivation could shrink to 70
lakh acres from thenormal1.3
crore acres amid continuing
rainfall deficit, according to
Professor Jayashankar Te-
langana Agriculture Univer-
sity (PJTAU).

The university estimated
kharif losses after factoring
in a 25% decline in cropped
area, damage to standing
crops due to deficient rainfall
and losses from land left un-
cultivated.

Losses higher in cotton

“Losses are higher in cot-
ton because it is largely a cot-
ton-growingarea,” vice-chan-
cellor Aldas Janaiah said.

With rainfall concerns ex-
tending into the rabi season,
which depends on the northe-
ast monsoon from October,
the university expectsthe cul-
tivated area to nearly halve
from normal levels,

“Rabi covers around 1.3
crore acres, including about
60 lakh acres under paddy
Paddy area is expected to de-
cline by at least 40%, and we
anticipate total cultivation
coming down to around 70
lakh acres,” Janaiah said.

Officials said similar situ-
ations had occurred in pre-
vious seasons, but crop diver-
sification had reached nearly
30% this time, the highest le-
vel recorded. Chief secretary
Sanjay Jaju held 12 review
meetings with officials on the
El Nifo scenario and ensured
farmers were informed about
the need to shift towards
crops requiring less water, of-
ficials said.

Varsity authorities have

xTHE 320,000 CR CROP HIT

20,000 cr

THE SCALE OF THE CRISIS

o Rabi cultivation
may fall from 1.3

monsoon rainfall
deficit in 2026

1.3 cr-70L

1992: The worst
deficit —39.3%
» Southwest monsoon

rainfall during an
El Nifio year

;mB; ilron:st::i:harif crore acres to 70 lakh &
0

Telangana 17% acres 25%

» Southwest

» Decline in crop
area factored

into the kharif
loss estimate

EL NINO: NOT ALWAYS A DROUGHT THIGGER
2023: A surprising
surplus +15.3%

» The season ended
above normal despite
El Nifio conditions

IV'

« Rainfall surplus

phenomenon

1963: Another wet |
El Nifio year +24.3% |

despite the climate

o July rainfall +120.4%

# Above normal

« August rainfall =54.5%
| » Below normal

#_ * : it & .~ -
| THE MONSOON'S MONTHLY MOOD SWINGS

» Despite the sharp monthly
swings, the season ended
with a 15.3% rainfall surplus.
Seasonal totals can mask
dry spells that affect crops
at critical growth stages

advised farmers to adopt a
loss-minimisation approach
rather than sow crops witho-
ut adequate water assurance.
They said farmers should as-
sess available soil moisture
and water resources before
investing in seeds, fertilizer
and other inputs.

“Farmers must assess
whether a crop can be grown
successfully and yield re-
turns before investing in it. If
a crop cannot be sustained,
avoiding cultivation can mi-
nimise losses. Income losses
should not push farmers into
debt,” Janaiah said.

Officials have encouraged
farmers to consider pulses
and green manure crops,
which require fewer resour-
ces and can improve soil he-
alth. The advice comes amid
concerns that sowing water-
intensive crops without suffi-
cient rainfall or irrigation co-
uld leave farmers with addi-
tional expenditure and little
chance of recovering their in-
vestment.

PJTAU’s separate El Nifio
assessment gives projected
combined kharif and rabi
paddy production of 198-219
lakh metric tonnes, depen-
ding on water availability

El Nifio does not invariably
lead to monsoon deficitin T

Avoid Rabi cultivation amid El Niiio

concerns, Ponguleti urges farmers

Hyderabad: Revenue and housing minister Ponguleti Srinivasa
Redllyon Sunday urged farmers to avoid Yasangi (Rabi)

Sribala.vadlapatia

@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The southwest
monsoon in Telangana en-
ded with a 17% deficit in the
2026 monsoon season, cont-
rasting sharply with 2023,
when the state recorded abo-
ve-normalrainfall despite E1
Nifio conditions. Historical
data presented at a seminar
recently, shows that El Nino
does not invariably result in
a severe seasonal rainfall
shortfall.

El Nino'seffects on Te-
langana are shaped by other
atmospheric conditions and
weather systems, making
the relationship between the
phenomenon and the state’s
seasonal  rainfall more
complex than a simple dro-
ught-or-no-drought  equa-
tion.

Telangana received 615.5
mm of rainfall against its
normal of 740.6 mm during
the June 1 to Sept 30 south-

A problem of plenty in Haryana, Punjab

Punjab
Haryana
Telingara

v Chhattisgarh
Odishy

All-india todal*

Ankum endnd: 3-yaar black of continuous years

Soshareinallindi oo andis, delaysinifting
2 produce and procuremend bore-
na 25,2 — mwechs are forcing frmers (o walt
2] RONNEEE e four days, and sametimes
] S laniger, tosell theircrop.
8 Tomm Thetrouble, which sbeginning
5.4 pal | o acquire a political colour with
14 - ¢ —-— theOpposition Congress making it
ad 931 amajor ssue, isalsostartinglores-
1] 6.0 oratein neighbouring polHxound
&2 93N Punjab. There, paddy procune-
53 97 . ment for the central pool las alss
448 WO starred and |s expected 1o gather
549 100 Ml full st over e et 10 ckays.

been included
2 Fhad dsnl 30637

pace across North India, but In
Haryana, the bumper crop has
become a problem for fanmers.

Sources sad farmers in
Haryana are facing delays in pro-
curemment a mandis and are ako

Haryanais already grappling with a paddy glut; Punjab could Face similar pressures as its
harvest enters the system. Sanjeeb Mukherjee analyses
y— Shamnf Duniab & Har',tana deiI'ES Pacldy procuremsent ks gathering

i} Rice procurement for central posl (mt)
§ =TE01-20 =TE-2004-25

Actual
Leading states _procurement (mt) pe

troubilod by a cap on per-acee pur-
chases by agencies.

“The packdy crop in Haryana
has tumed out exceptionally well
thisyear, withavemge yieldsinthe
range of 3537 quintals per acre.
‘However, there s analleged capof
25 cquintal peracre insome negions
that prevenits farmes from selling
thelr entire produce through the
official procurement  system,”
Inderjit Singh Goraya, national
spokesperson of the All India
Mational Kisan Congress, tokd
Business Standard. 11 the average
ek 3537 quintals per acre, what
s the farmer supposed 1o do with
e repnaining 10-12 quintak?”

Hiealleged thet the govemment
had also not completed the alloca-
tion of procurement agencies to

cultivation amid rainfall deficit and the potential
impact of El Nifio, warning of possible water
shortages in the coming months. He assured
farmers who had already cultivated Kharif crops
that the govt would take steps to ensure irrigation
supply. He also urged the public to conserve water
and electricity, stressing that drinking water

needs must be prioritised alongside agriculture.

west monsoon season this
year. Although the deficit
was greater than 2023, when
rainfall was above normal, it
was less severe than the
shortfalls recorded during
several earlier E1Nifio years.

Examining 16 El Nifio ye-
ars between 1961 and 2023, it
was found that rainfall out-
comes varied widely, chal-
lenging the perception that
El Nifo invariably leads to
drought.

The worst rainfall deficit

ever, farmers sxid actual pchl.l.II.
thom eould exoved 20mt. ghen this

year'sgo

among the years examined
was recorded in 1992, when
the southwest monsoon ra-
infall was 39.3% below nor-
mal. Other El Nifio years al-
so saw substantial short-
falls. Telangana had recor-
ded a 35.7% deficit in 2004
and a 28.3% deficit in2002.

The findings underline
the need for localised agri-
cultural planning, conting-
ency measures and better
management of water reso-
urces.

They i A

that the pn:n.nltfl:umuelnmt
fior padidy in Punjab s difficult to
et becaise some newly intro-
duced varieties nanumily lave high
muoisture content. The problem &
compounded when thecropis has-
viested mochanically, meaking dit-
Ficult 1o rechace moistune levels
E:mnsa:ﬂ‘lcﬁﬂmnlcsnldlhe
main problem s Indi
paddy production and limited
v (o sale. This is beginning

mandis or clarified how much
paddy each agency was expected
toprocure. Meamwhile, pddy pro-
cured last year was still lying In
storage and had not been lifted.
“Farmers have been wairing in
mandis for five-six days. Further,

arvaind 2744 Ao AURUST 31

from previous

theirprod wpurchased st tostrin th
T100-200 Pt quintal below MSP
due to exces molsture,” Goraya
said. He alleged thar while the
Centre had fised the paddy MSP at
2441 per quintal for the 2026-27
season, farmers in many places
wene bedng forced o sell thedr pro-

dusce for¥2,200-2300 per quintal.  UnionMin

system, kxlingio bulgngsodsin
the central pocd The scale of the
jproblem s evident in Punjab. It is
planning to procure around 18 me
of paddy, which would yield
approximately 1206 miof rioe after
milling. Yet, a l{'pon from the

according o offickl records.

that  during

Meanwhile, Punjab has tar-
geted procurerent of arcund 18
million tonnes imthof paddy inthe
2026-27 season, against estimated
production of asound 19 me. How-

Punjab hiad around 153 mt of rice
stocks Fomprevieusproaumement
asof August 31, 2026

Punfab’s combined wheat and
rice stormge capacity, with the

Aucing ates.

Contreandstate govermment taken
together, was reportedly arcund
1, 2006 B, its
totall foodgrain stocks, sood at

Haryana faces a similar situ-
atien, TheCentre s believed o have
2t o larget of procuring around 55
ol pacdy from fanmers, ransks-
Ing into nearly 3.8 mt of rice after
millirng, Accondingtothesume min-
Isiry repost, the state’s rice stocks
e
43 M a8 of Augnst 31, 2006
Haryana's combined wheat and
rice storige capacity was around
1304 Mt 38 of Augist 1 IS totsl
wheat and rice stocks stood at
around 1432 M8 on August 3s,

“These: igairess pre-clate the new
procurement season and do not
account for stock drawdowns
and October.
Even 50, thaey underine the press-
e on storage and procurement
systermns as a fresh crop ammives in
two of India's major paddy-pro-
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Ecosystem
services and

role of farmers

While support for agriculture focuses mainly on the
visible part of farming, little attention is given to
groundwater recharge, carbon storage or pollination

SUVANGI RATH
KIRAN KUMARA TM
ADITYAKS

very harvest season, the
conversation around Indian
agriculture turns to a single
figure: how much grain, pulses
or cotton a field has produced. What
rarely enters that conversation is the far
larger, unaccounted for output the same
field has produced. Ecosystem services
are the benefits people draw from
natural and managed ecosystems.

Inagriculture, the term covers
everything the farmland produces
besides the crop— the water it
recharges, the carbon it stores, the
nutrients it eycles, the pollinators it
houses and the soil it holds in place. Itis,
in effect, the invisible half of every
harvest.

That invisible half does not happen by
itself; ivis generated, season after
season, by the farmer managing the land.
Farmers are the managers of India’s
agro-ecosystems, and besides producing
foodgrain, pulses, fodder, fish and fuel,
theyalso generate some of the most
important ecosystem service benefits
enjoyed by society at large. A flooded
paddy field recharges the aquifer
beneath it. A bund slows runoff and
holds the soil in place. Residue
decomposing in situ locks carbon in the
topsoil for a long period.

THE QUIET CUSTODIAN

What ties all of this together is that none
of it is produced by leaving the land
alone. Itis produced through farming. It
follows from the timing and depth of
irrigation; from whether the plough goes
in or the seed drill does; from what
happens to the residue after harvest;

from whether the field is bunded; from
how much margin is left uncropped;
from how many crops sit in the rotation;
from whether trees are allowed to stand
at the boundary. And that, ultimately, is
what makes the farmer the pivot of the
entire agricultural system. Not merelya
producer of food, but the quiet
custodian of everything else the land
provides.

A narural question that follows is if
farmers are producingall of this, whyis
so little of it recognised by them, the
policymakers and the wider public?
Unlike a harvested crop, which is visible,
measurable and sold at the market
within a season, most ecosystem
services are invisible and take longer to
realise. Because the benefits rarely
return to the person who generated it,
and rarely return sooner even when they
do, farmers have little reason to notice
or value what their everyday practices
are generating.

Policy makes this gap even wider,
instead of correcting it. Agricultural
support in India, such as subsidies,
procurement and extension services,
focuses mainly on the visible part of
farming, It rewards production and
input use, but gives little attention to
groundwater recharge, carbon storage
or pollination. And underlying both of
these is the deeper problem: there is no
market for any of it.

Grains have a price that is determined
every season at the mandi. In contrast,

Grains have a price that
is determined every
season at the mandi. In
contrast, recharged
groundwater and
pollination services have no
similar marketplace or price

recharged groundwater and pollination
services have no similar marketplace,
buyer or price. However, carbon
sequestered through farming practices
is now being sold in the voluntary
carbon markets.

The costs are not small. The FAO 2024
State of Food and Agriculture report
puts the hidden costs of India’s agrifood
system at $1.3 trillion a year, the
third-largest in the world; a substantial
part of that is environmental. The
Central Ground Water Board's 2025
assessment found that 730 of the 6,762
assessment units were overexploited
and another 201 were labelled eritical.

Our own valuation of irrigated and
rain-fed paddy systems in Odisha points
that the two differ not merely in crop
yield, but also in the bundle of regulating
and supporting services they generate.
The comparison between them looks
materially different once those services
are counted. However, none of it shows
up in farmer's income.

Meanwhile, farmers’ incentives are
aligned in the other direction. The
Union Budget for 2026-27 sets aside
roughly ¥1.71 lakh crore for fertilizer
subsidy. Add free or near-free farm
power in most major States, along with
assured procurement of paddy and
wheat, and India spends an enormous
amount every year to make
water-inténsive, nitrogen-intensive
cultivation the safest choice for farmers.
Against this, the payments for doing the
opposite are minimal.

PM-PRANAM

For example, under PM-PRANAM,
States that cut the use of chemical
fertilizers can retain half the resulting
subsidy savings. In 2023-24, 14 States
cut consumption by 1.4 million tonnes,
generating an estimated ¥3,157 crore in
savings. Now, nearly three years into the
scheme, the incentives have not reached
States because the disbursal mechanism

has not been finalised. Similarly, in the
case of Punjab’s T1,500 per acre
incentive for direct-seeded rice, the
incentive is very miniscule and, hence,
adoption is limited.

CARBON MARKETS, AN ANSWER
However, carbon markets are one of the
solutions, and may have a role to play.
But the first significant Indian soil-based
carbon credit issuance, covering 30,000
acres in Punjab and Haryana, was
verified in 2026 for practices adopted
between 2019 and 2022. A seven-year
gap between changing what you do and
being paid for it is unworkable for small
holders. What next? First, pay a direct
incentive on per hectare, per year basis,
rather than per tonne verified vears
later; let the aggregator or the State
government take the risk.

Second, bundle the services. Income
from carbon alone is very small to the
Indian smallholder, but carbon,
groundwater recharge, residue
management and biodiversity, paid as
one contract, can clear the threshold.
Third, there is a need to develop transfer
mechanism under PM-PRANAM
scheme, rather than just an outlay.

Fourth, the ecosystem service
programme in the country never sold
ecosystem services at all. Andhra
Pradesh’s community-managed natural
farming now reaches around 1.8 million
farming families, and it grew because it
cut input costs along with the
environmental gains. Farmers respond
to their own visible and tangible
benefits. Therefore, there isa need for
farmer-centric design.

Suvangi s Fellow, Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations (JCRIER), Mew Delhi;
Kiran Kumara is Scientist, ICAR-National Institute of
Agricultural Economecs and Palicy Research, New Delhi;
Aditya it Senbor Scientist, ICAR-Natsonal Institute of
Agricultural Economics and Palicy Research, Views
expressed are personal
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India’s carbon market will need wider support systems

RV. ANURADHA & PRACHI PRIYA
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SEA, Solidaridad propose measures
to empower women farmers

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

The Solvent Extractors’ As-
sociation of India (SEA) and
Solidaridad have proposed
four measures to improve
women farmers’ access to
formal markets, boost price
realisation and strengthen
financial inclusion across ve-
getable oil value chains.

The recommendations
emerged from a multi-stake-
holder consultation in Bho-
pal on ‘Scaling Gender-In-
clusive Regenerative
Vegetable Oil Value Chains:
A Policy Roadmap”.

The discussion high-
lighted the need to translate
women’s contributions to
agriculture into greater eco-
nomic recognition, control
over income and participa-
tion in formal supply chains.

FOUR KEY AREAS
The consultation identified
four measures for policy-

makers and
stakeholders.

The first calls for defined
procurement targets for pro-
duce sourced directly from
women farmers to improve
their access to organised
markets, corporate sourcing
networks and formal supply
chains.

The second proposes pref-

industry

erential pricing or premium
for produce supplied by wo-
men farmers, recognising
their contribution to sus-
tainable farming and encour-
aging participation in regen-
erative agriculture
programmes.

The third recommends
payment mechanisms that
strengthen women’s finan-
cial inclusion and control
over agricultural earnings.
Where appropriate, joint
bank accounts may be en-
couraged with the informed
consent of account holders.

The fourth calls on com-
panies to allocate at least 10
per cent of their corporate
social responsibility budgets
to integrating women farm-
ers into supply chains
through capacity building,
regenerative  agriculture,
market linkages and access
to technology.
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Kribhcoto supply 80,000 quintals of certified
wheat seed toUP farmersduring Rabi

STATES MAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 8 Octobwr

Ahead of Rabi sowing, premier
national-level multi-state
cooperative federation, Krishak
Bharati Cooperative Limited
(KRIBHCO) willsupply around
B0000 gquintals of certified
wheat seed to farmers in Uttar
Pradesh, and pay farmers who
grow its seed aopanincentive
of about Bs 200 per quintal
over the minimum support
price.
Speaking a amadia workshop
organised by the Forum for
Indizan. Joumalists on Edhcation,
Environment, Health &
Agriculture (FLIEEHA) in
collaboration with Alliance for
Change, Transformation &
Innovation (ACTION), Rishipal
Singh Rathore, State Manager,

Kribhco Uttar Pradesh, said
the seed is processed at
KRIBHCOs plants n Gorakhpur,
Aurai. Shahjahanpur and
Gajraula and reaches farmers
incertified, wgged 410-kg bags.
The cooperative alsosupplics
gram and lentil seed

Mr Rathore said fertiliser
supply in the state remains
on course despite lingering
uncertainty in global markets
after the West Asia conflict,
backed by the Government of
Indix’s strong resolve to keep
supplies stable.

Besides, Kribhco supplies
10012 lakh metric tonnes of
urea and around 3 lakh metric
tonnes of DAP inUttar Pradesh
every year, along with 5SP.
#incsulphate, micronutrients,
organic manureand bio-fenilisers

“Ourrdationshipwith farmers
is not limited to supplying
products, Our aim is to make
every farmer capable, aware,
self-reliant and prosperous,
producing more at kower cost
while protecting soil and water”
Mr Rathore said.

These inputs reach nearly
2.8 crore farmers through
around 8,000 cooperative
societies and 10,000 private
dealers, besides 42 Kribheo
Seva Kendras nmona no-profit,
no-loss basis

Kribhmakooonducts around
L300 training programmes a

year for Ermers and cooperatives
onsoil esting, balanced fertiliser
use and water management,
and has partnered indeveloping,
around 3000 KisanSamriddhi
Kendras in the state.

The state is also home to
the Shahjahanpur plant of
Kribhco's wholly owned
subsidiary Kribhoo Fertilizers
Ltd, which produced 1102 lakh
metric tonnes of urea and G6A8
lakhmetric tonnes ofammonia
in2025-26, unning well above
rated capacity.

Kribhco has signed a joint
venture with Dutch firm Farm
Frites for a hi-tech potato
processing unit next to the
plant. s Varanasiunit, oneof
three Kribheo bio-fertiliser
plantsin thecountry, produces
arange of bio-fertlisers inchiding
Rhizobium and Azotobacter.

Surplus grain stocks threaten to raise food subsidy bill

SANDIP DAS
pew Cal CBtRhaTLY:

WITH THE FOOD Corpora-
tion of India (FCI) holding
84.38 million tonne (MT) of
foodgrains, nearly three
times the prescribed buffer
stock, rising costsof carrying
the surplus could push the
Centre's food subsidy expen-
diture beyond the budgeted
amount in 2026-27,

The finance ministry has
released TE3,000 crore, or
549 of the ¥1.52 lakh crore
budgeted for food subsidy
through FCl, while a
50,000-crore "ways and
means” advance has pro-
vided temporary working
capital.

However, sources said the
advance would be adjusted
against FCI's allocation by
the end of the current fiscal,
requiring the finance min-
Istry to provide additional
funds to meet therising costs

BUFFER TROUBLE

Fon

84.38

FCI's foodgrain stocks
against a buffer

norm of 30.77 MT

283,000 crore

22.47 lakh crore
Projected food subsidy
outge in FY27, against
budgeted 22.27 lakh cr

Food subsidy released to FClso
far, 54% of its annual allocation

#50,000 crore
‘Ways and means advance to
FC1 for working capital

243.91/kg
Estimated economic cost
of rice in FY27, up from
24211 /kgin FY24

231.45/kg
Estimated sconomic cost of
wheat in FY27, up from 229_48,/kg

of carrying the surplus
stocks. FCI currently holds
84.38 MT of foodgrains,
comprising 38.1 MT of rice
and 461 MT of wheat,
against the prescribed buffer
stock of 30,77 MT for Octo-
ber 1.

This excludes 19 MT of

rice receivable from millers.
With the minimum sup-
port price [MSF), carrying,
storage and other costs ris-
ing, FCl's economic cost of
rice and wheat is estimated
to increase to ¥43.91 perkg
and T31.45 per kg, respec-
tively, in 2026-27, from

¥42.11 per kg and ¥29.68
perkgin FY26.

Sources said that against
the budget estimateof T2.27
lakh crore for food subsidyin
FY27, including allocations
to FCI and states that have
opted for the decentralised
procurement system, the

actual eutgo could excecd
2247 lakh crore if central
pool grain stocks continue to
maoun!

In F¥16, food subsidy
expenditure stood at ¥2,27
lakh crore, of which ¥1.69
lakh crore was routed
through FCIL

The finance ministry has
released food subsidy funds
in a timely manner over the
past couple of fiscal years,
ensuring that FCI does not
have to rely heavily on short-
term loans and cash credit
limits, as provided forin its
financing arrangements.
Mare than 70% of the annual
foad subsidybudget is routed
through FCI.

The allocation is largely
used to supply free rice and
wheat to more than 800 mil-
lion people under the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGEAY), or
the free ration scheme,and to
maintain a buffer stock.

Under PMGEAY, 810 million
people are currently being
provided 5 kg each of speci-
fied grains per month free of
cost. The scheme has been
extended until the end of
2028, at an estimated cost of
Z11.8 trillion to the exche-
quer.

FCI annually supplies
around 36-38 MTof riceand
18- 20 MTof wheat under the
free ration scheme, while
procurement has remalned
in the range of B0-85 MT for
several years, leading to a
build-up of stocks.To bridge
cash-flow mismatches, FCI
can avail itself of short-term
loansofupto ¥ 1lakherore at
any given time, witha tenure
of 90 days. The annual inter-
est rates charged by desig-
nated banks range from
5.55% to 7.4%.

In terms of debt, FC1 has
issued bonds worth 236,700
crore sofar, repayable during
2028-2031.

India plans urea capacity boost by 2030 to meet 90% domestic demand

viay roySiveming com
HEW DELHI

licn tonnes imif) of annual
urca produclioncapacity by
230, taking donsestic cagac-
ity aibout B3, 7m
country seeks o cul i
dependence and shield fanm -
ers [rom volatile global fertil -
izer prices, according (o two
people aware of the develop:
ment.

Il s anmual urea denand
stands at around H0mt and is
growingat about 5%. Domestic
production meets roughly 75%
of the country’s requirement,

| nidia plans to add 13.7 mil-

with imports making up the
balance, The expansion is
intended 1o reduce that
dependenee as the csealating
West Asia conflict drives up
global fertilizer prices.
Anestimated £3.5-43.7ml
preoslunection will be couivalent
1o abwsul 90% of projected
domestbe demand of BS.61mi
it ofddomes:

ery

¢ ¥ that replaces
imports can save about S50
million annually in foreign

exchange, according Lo Sat-
yam Shivam Sundaram, par-
ner, Government and Public
Sector, EY India

The potential savings could
case the Centre's substantial

fertilizer subsidy burden.
“We expect an additional

2030, 1aking domestic capacity to about 43.7mt

hecome operational by 2000,
said one of the people cited
13.5-13.7 million tonnes of | above The exgpansionindudes

urea production capacity to | 10mt of additional annual

capacity envisaged under the
National Investment Policy for
Urea-2026  (NIPU-2026),
alongside two domestic pro-
Jectsof 27w cach and a pro-
posed venture involving a
Russian Fertilizer producer,
Wi prersan saicl,

Mind eeported on 26 Sep-
temiler that (e Department of
Fertilizers had recelved 17 pro-
ol fromn companies nchwd-
ing GAIL (neliab Lid, induw-
stan Urvarak & Rasayan Lid
(HURL), Krishak DBharati
Cooperative Lid (Kribhico),
Chambal Fertilizers and
Chemicals Ltd and Matix Fer-
tilizers and Chemicals Lid 1o
set up new urea plants,

il
India plans to add 13.7mit of annuwal urea production capacity by

BLODMBERG

The greenficld and brown-
fielel proposals are at various
stages of examination by the
department.

The Unien  cabinet
approved NTPU-2026, which
envisages 10mi of additional
anmial virea capacity, ollow-
inga sharprise inglobal feril-
feer prices triggered by the
West Asla conllict.

Queriessenton 12 Octobwer
torthe Department of Fertiliz-
ers, GAIL. RCF. Fertilizers
Corporation of India, Assam
Valley Fertilizerand Clemical
Company, O India, National
Fenilizers and Drahmaputra
Valley Fertilizer Corp.
remained unanswered wntil

s Lim,

Talelwer Fertilizers Lid, jaro-
¢ GAIL, Rashiriya

agreenlield urea plant in Odi-
sha with annual capacity of
127l using coal gasalieation.

Coal India in response toa
Mint query sabd the project will
cost and estimated 19,000
crore amd it is expected 1o be
completed in fiscal year 2008,

Assam Valley Fertilizerand
Chemical Company Lid isalso
setting up a L2Tmi-a-year
plant in Assam.

For an extended versiom gf
this story, godo livemint.oom,
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{ AFTER VERIFICATION }

Haryana govt allows
procurement beyond
paddy vield limits

Neeraj Mohan
neeraj.mohan@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK: The Haryana govern-
ment has directed district
authorities to ensure procure-
ment of paddy beyond the pre-
scribed yield limits during the
Kharif Marketing Season (KMS)
2026-27 after due verification,
following repeated protests by
farmers who alleged that the
restrictions were preventing
them from selling their entire
produce at the minimum sup-
port price (MSP).

The director of agriculture
and farmers welfare depart-
ment, directed all deputy com-
missioners (DCs) in the state to
ensure that paddy produce
exceeding the prescribed yield
limits is procured after due veri-
fication, so that farmers do not
face any difficulties.

According to the letter, the
department noted that district-
wise paddy yield limits for the
current marketing season had
been fixed earlier on the basis of
the average vield of the prece-
ding three years.

Representations  subse-
quently received from farmers
pointed out that actual yields in
several cases were substantially
higher than the prescribed lim-
its. After considering the con-
cerns, the government has clari-
fied the procedure for handling
such cases.

Farmers whose actual paddy
yield exceeds the prescribed
limit may submit a written
request to the concerned secre-
tary of State Agriculture Mar-
keting Board. The secretary is to

CHARUNI RAISES
QUESTIONS OVER
VERIFICATION
PROCESS; SEEKS
10% RELAXATION
INCURRENT
PROCUREMENT
LIMITS WITH A
SIMPLER PROCESS

forward the claim to the con-
cerned revenue authorities or
the agriculture department for
verification and verification is
to be carried out on the basis of
the farmer's previous produc-
tion and sale records, wherever
available, reads the letters.

Thus the claim for higher
vield to be verified by the reve-
nue authorities or the agricul-
ture department within 48
hours. Once the higher-yield
claim is verified by either
authority, the additional quan-
tity of paddy will also be pro-
cured, it added.

The BKU (Charuni) president
Gurnam Singh Charuni objects
to the use of past three years’
average yields as the basis for
current procurement limits and
demands a 10% relaxation along
with a simpler process for pur-
chasing surplus produce.

A senior agriculture depart-
ment officer, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said thou-
sands of acres registered under
Parmal paddy were found to be
sown with Basmati varieties
were removed from the records,
ensuring genuine farmers did
not face difficulties.

Cong wants 25%
rise in fertiliser
rates rolled back

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Cong-
ress has called for an immedi-
ate reversal of the recent Rs
500-per-bag increase in NPK
(nitrogen, phosphorus, potas-
sium) fertiliser prices, saying
it will worsen the state’s debt
crisis for its 5.8 million far-
mers.

Congress spokesperson
Manish Doshi said the price
of NPK fertiliser had risen
from Rs 1,950 to Rs 2,450 per
bag, a nearly 25% increase.
“Rising costs of fertilisers,
pesticides and seeds, coupled
with stagnant or subdued
crop prices, have been pus-
hing farmers into deeper
debt,” he alleged.

The party demanded hig-
her fertiliser subsidies, regu-
lation of input prices, a revi-
ew of crop prices against pro-
duction costs and targeted
debt relief for small and mar-
ginalfarmers. Tnn
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Crystal Crop’s marigold R&D effort turns into export opportunity

Snbnmnnl Ra Mancombu
Chennal

One of India's first research
and development (R&D) ef-
forts to develop a hybrid
marigold variety has led
global companies to come to
India and export the flower.

The R&D effort came
from Crystal Crop Protec-
tion Ltd (CCPL) a few vears
ago, and the hybrid’s seed
has become the company’s
number 1 revenue earner in
seeds.

“There is a good demand
for the marigold seeds of our
Vijeyta hybrid due to 2-3
reasons. It has begun to re-
place chrysanthemum in
some places as it has a longer
shelf life. This looks like a
tennis ball and can be kept in
cold storage for 20-25 days.
Increasing religious activit-
ies, too, have resulted in this
hybrid becoming popular,”
said Anurag Bajpai, Business

Head, Vegetable and Flower
Seeds, CCPL. Crystal Crop
was the first to begin breed-
ing marigold hybrids and is
the leading company in re-
search and development
(R&D) of the plant.

“We began the research in
2012 and eracked itin 2014,"
said Ramamohan G, R&D
Lead, Vegetable and Flowers
Division, CCPL.

FLOWER’S FEATURE

The feature of this marigold
is that it has a tennis ball
shape and can return to its
shape even when it is
squeezed hard.

“This actually helps in
transporting the flower to
far-off places without worry-
ing about damage,” he said.

Bajpai said the Vijeyta hy-
brid’s acceptance by growers
saw foreign firms coming to
India to breed the flower for
production and exports.

With religious functions
and marriages coming up

IN FULL BLOOM. CCPL’s
Vijeyta marigold hybrid

every second month, farm-
ers position their marigold
Crop to earn more.

“Prices generally will tend
torise to ¥60 and even T100a
kg  sometimes  during
Deepavali. Farmers usually
get T50-60," said Pur-
shothama MG, Biotech Lead
- Vegetable & Flowers Divi-
sion, CCPL.

The new hybrid has been
developed via the doubled
haploid system, using the

pollen.

CCPL  developed the
marigold, orange in colour,
after deploying markers
from pure lines in 2012.

Earlier, such marigold was
being  imported  from
Thailand.

KN Chandrasekharan, a
farmer at Kajikalhalli village
near Kolar in Karnataka,
said, “In festival times, our
income goes up to T8O a ke,
Earlier, I was growing chrys-
anthemum, which is a lighter
flower. Marigold is heavy and
gives good returns,” he said.

Bajpai said CCPL will
launch another marigold hy-
brid, which will be vellow in
colour, next year.

DIFFERENT USES
Ramamohan said  the
marigold hybrid had strong
stems and there won't be
lodging of the plant, which
grows above 4 ft.

Bajpai said the flower had
different uses in different

parts of the country.

While the whole flower is
used for religious purposes
in the North, its petals are
used to make garlands in the
South, particularly Tamil
Nadu, he said.

Purshothama said Crystal
Crop is developing hybrids
of orchids, too, another first
inthe country.

CHEAPER OPTION
“Developing a local hybrid
means people here will get it
cheaper than imported ones.
India imports nearly ¥30
crore worth of orchids annu-
ally. The local orchids cost
less than ¥400 for one,” he
said.

Ramamohan said, “We
have developed orchids
through tissue culture using
local germplasm. They are
100 per cent Indian hybrids.”

The writer was at CCPL's vegetable and
seed R&D Centre in Bengaluru recently
at the invitation of the company

Crystal Crop to launch early harvest sweet corn variety seeds

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Bengaluru

New Delhi-based Crystal
Crop Protection Ltd (CCPL)
will launch seeds of a new
sweet corn variety next
month, while introducing
varietal seeds of seedless cu-
cumber, cabbage, tomato
and a long fresh chilli before
the end of 2027,

“The sweet corn variety,
Madhuram, can be harvested
early and will be sweeter,”
said Anurag Bajpai, Business
Head, VF (vegetables and
flowers) Seeds of CCPL. The
seeds division is
headquartered in Bengaluru.

Most of the seeds that the
company plans to introduce
are early-harvest varieties,
with a focus on disease toler-
ance and climate resistance,
he said. “The seedless cu-
cumber is not exactly shorn
of seeds. But it will have a

lesser number and will not
stop consumers from enjoy-
ing it. It is an early harvest
variety,” said G Ramamohan,
Vice-President, Technology,
CCPL VF Seeds.

FLAVOUR TOMATO

In the case of cabbage, farm-
ers can hold back from har-
vesting for 10-15 days if the
market prices are low. “They
can harvest it when the
prices improve. Cabbage
tends to open up on the farm
if the harvest is delayed. This
will help solve that issue,”
said Bajpal.

The tomato variety will be
one with enhanced flavour
and will be ready for harvest
in 50-55 days.

“The last time we had a to-
mato with flavour was the
Pusa one. Focus on trans-
portation of tomatoes led to
less flavour. We have focused
on the taste component,”
said Purshothama MG - Bi-

Anurag Bajpai, Business Head,
VF (vegetables and flowers)
Seeds of CCPL

otech Lead - VF Division of
CCPL.

The long fresh chilli vari-
ety will be glossy with a
higher yield, which is suit-
able for the northern parts,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh, said Ramamohan.

Bajpai said Crystal had
been actively breeding sweet

corn varieties that could be
adaptable for Indian breed-
ing. These varieties are be-
coming popular as theyare of
short duration and are being
used for feed.

SWEET CORN

“We are working on coloured
sweet corn, particularly on
the health aspects. These
purple coloured corns are
good antioxidants and are
nutritionally superior,” he
said.

“Our research and devel-
opment (R&D) is farmer-fo-
cused, directly connected
with the 1.5 lakh farmers en-
rolled in our Krishi Sampark
programme,” said Bajpai,
adding that CCPL is among
the less than 20 Indian seed
companies doing R&D in
seeds and flowers.

The Department of Sci-
entific and Industrial Re-
search has recognised its
RE&D as it has all the techno-

logy required, he said.

NEW SWEET PEPPER
CCPL is making efforts to
come out with a new popti
(sweet pepper) variety that
is popular in Maharashtra,

“It has a distorted appear-
ancebut we are creating a hy-
brid with a distinct flavour,
though not looking attract-
ive,” said Ramamohan.

The company is focusing
on this because it gives con-
sistent returns, and demand
is regular. Crystal is working
on a hybrid of ice-box water-
melon, a small and compact
variety, that will be easy to
transport and store, It is also
trying to come up with beet-
root varieties.

“Demand for beetroot is
increasing as it is increas-
ingly being used for health
purposes,” said Bajpai.

The writer was in Bengaluru at the
invitation of CCPL
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iy * oge Bihar told to rethink
Link Fertiliser o haileerban

Subsidies to Area &
Crop Productivity’

New Delhi: India should gradually
shift from product-based fertiliser
subsidies to direct support for farm-
ers, backed by digital records of cul-
tivation and crop-specific nutrient
requirements, to curb excessive
urea use and improve soil health, ac-
cording to Indian Council for Re-
search on International Economic
Relations. T'wo policy briefs by Icrier
have recommended linking subsi-
dies to cultivated area and crop pro-
ductivity rather than the type of fer-
tiliser purchased. The reports call
for bringing urea under a nutrient-
based subsidy (NBS) framework as
an interim measure. —Our Bureau

NEW DELHI: The Fertiliser
Association of India (FAI)
has urged the Bihar govern-
ment to reconsider its ban on
the sale of non-subsidised soil
nutrients, saying it does not
support tagging such prod-
ucts with subsidised fertilis-
ers. On October 8, the state
banned the sale of non-subsi-
dised fertilisers after farmers
complained that these were
being tagged along with sub-
sidised urea, DAP and com-
plex fertilisers, pushing up
their input costs. In a letter
to the state government, FAI
sought a review, arguing that
the ban would adversely affect
farmers’ access to essential
plant nutrients critical for soil
health and crop productivity.
"FAI has consistently opposed
the tagging of non-subsidised
fertilisers with other prod-
ucts,” the letter said.
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Centre to create 1 lakh soil health entrepreneurs: ICAR DG

POLICY PUSH. Regional consultations have been completed and the draft policy is read)r, government plans to launch 1,000 such entrepreneurs soon

Prumam Mishra
Hew Db

The government is planning
o roll out a soil health policy
soon, with the first draft
ready, said ML Jat, Director-
General of the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research
(ICAR)
Without disclosing fur-
ther details, he said that the
mment aims to create 1
akh soil health entrepren-
eurs across the country.
“We've been discussing
with a range of stakeholders
over the past one year to
launch the Bharat Soil
Health Policy. A draft is
ready. We did a lot of re-

gional consultations as well,"

Jat said at a roundrable on
the fertilizer policy, organ-

ised by policy think tank
ICRIER.

However, implementation
remained a major challenge
for the policy's success, he
said.

“We are also now working
towards reaching out to
every farmer (on soil health),
and that needs a different ap-
proach. So, we are discussing
soil health entrepreneurs,
and our target is 100,000
such entrepreneurs. Soon,
we are going to launch at
least 1,000 of those soil
health  entrepreneurs and
then expand through public-
private partnerships as well
as CSK funding,” he said.

The approach aims to
raise awareness and em-
power local people to pro-
maote the balanced use of fer-
tilizers, he said.

We've consulted a
range of stakeholders
over the past vear to
launch the Bharat Soil
Health Policy

ML JAT
Directon-General, BCAR

NANO FERTILIZERS
On farmers’ resistance to
nano fertilizers, which were
introduced to reduce the ap-
plication of granular chem-
ical fertilizers, Jat said that
the rollout had been rushed.
“On nano fertilizers, |
think we were in a big hurry.
One of the problems with
nano was ‘one bottle versus
onebag’. | think that general-

-

ised communication was a
major problem. They didnt

icate that one bottle is
needed at the last stage,” he
said.

‘When co-operative major
Iffco launched nanc-urea in
2021, the government then
claimed that one 500-ml
bottle of nano-urea could re-
place a conventional 4
bag of granular urea, con-

vaining 46 percent

NOW we are this

OVERUSE OF
FERTILIZERS
Jat said that more than 100
districts had been identified,
where farmers were using
over twice the requine
quantity of fertilizers. “If you
can skip even one applica-
tion and apply water as a
spray there, still there will be
o problem,” he said.

stressing the need to ex-
plore indigenous mineral re-
sources o improve crop
yields and reduce the de-
pendence on chemical fertil-
rzers, Jat said that India was
yet to fully explore po-
tassium sources such as
glauconite,

“Wie haven't explored a bot
of potassium sources like
glauconite and others. And

Gobardhan scheme... So, or-
gano-mineral is  another
source of nutrients thar we
can generate within the
country. We should be ex-
ploring those opportunit-
ies," he said.

Jat said that India could
replace  one-third of its
chemical  fertilizer  use
through organic resources
and reduce the remaining re-
quirement through judicious
application.

Achieving this would re-
uire an appropriate policy
ramework or incentives for
farmers, he added.

“Biologicals are a largely
unexplored field. We haven’t
harnessed even 0.1 per ¢ cent

Indiahas gota lot of diversity
in terms of biologicals,” the

ICAR Director-General said.

NUTRIENT-USE
EFFICIENCY

On recalibrating fertilizer
policy, Jat said India needed
to move from subsidy-led in-
efficiency to  efficiency-
linked incentives and from
import  dependence 1o
greater use of indigenous nu-
trient sources.

The ICAR has been issuing
advisories on soil health and
the correct application of
fertilizers, but a mechanism
is needed to ensure that
farmers acted on them, he
said. Jat also said the 1CAR
had begun focusing on nutri-
ent-use efficiency in its crop-
breeding programmes,
which had previously con-
centrated primarily on in-
creasing productivity.

Confident of hitting $1 trillion
exports targetin FY27: Goyal

HIMANSHI EHARDWA)
New Delhi, 8 Octaber

Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said that he was con-
fident India would meet its $1
trillion target in exports in
2026-27 (FY27), despite global
trade slowing. The target is
nearly 16 per cent more than
last year's record of $863 billion.

“I am confident looking at
the first half numbers that we
will get there,” he said.

Speaking at the curtain
raiser for the 31st CII Partner-
ship Summit, Goyal said the
target was being set at a time
when global growth isexpected
to slip below 3 per cent and
international trade is projected
togrow only 2.5-3 per cent.

He credited the country’s 63
millien Micro, Small, and

Medium Enterprises (MSMES),
global capability centres, and
about 250,000 startups for the
momentum. “It's not the gov-

\

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
the economy is on track to
reach $30 trillion by 2047

emment which has set the
target, it isthe people of India,
the businesses of India,”
headded.

“India  began building
bridges when the world is
building walls,” the minister
said. “We have set unto our-
selves a big growth jump in
exports and decided we will
look at a trillion dollars of
exports in the current year,”
Goyal added.

According to commerce

; ministry data, India’s total
S exports between April and
& August this year are estimated

at$399.27 billion.

Goyal said India had con-
cluded nine free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) with 38
developed countriesin the past
four and a half years. Together
thesecountriesaccount for$60
trillion of global gross domestic
product (GDP), as compared to
the FTAssigned withcountries
before 2014, which accounted
for only $10 trillion of global
GDP. “There was a time when
we were afraid to engage with
the developed world. We were
defensive in our approach,”
he said.

He added that the agree-
ments also open export mar-
kets for farm goods, marine
products, and engineering
and electronic goods made by
small firms.

“Every agreement that we
have entered into, protects the
sensitive sectors, particularly of

Indian agriculture, our fisher-
men, our MSMEs.”

Pointing to the Reserve
Bank of Indias upgraded
growth forecast of 7.1 per cent
on Wednesday, Goyal said he
expected growthof morethan7
per cent this year. He also said
the economy is ontrackto grow
from $4 trillion now to $30
trillion by 2047.

He urged the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) to set
up FTA utilisation desks in all
its state councils, which would
help MSMEs understand the
market, access opportunities
and rules of origin, and join
trade delegations abroad.

Goyal said India would
adopt the best global techno-
logies rather than fear them.
“Gone are the days when India
would worry that new techno-
logies may land up in creating
job losses,” he said.

“Today we havethecourage
ofconvictionthateach of these
technologies isgoingto provide
new opportunities for our tal-

ented youth.” He said oppor-
tunities would come through
higher productivity, more com-
petitive goods and services,
and jobs in cybersecurity and
application development.

Andhra Pradesh ChiefMin-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu,
‘whose state hosts the summit
in Visakhapatnam on Novem-
ber 12-13, said the state would
launch an escrow account
for industrial incentives at
the event.

Naidu also listed a pipeline
of upcoming projects, includ
ing 5 gigawatts (Gw) of addi-
tional data centre capacity in
Visakhapatnam, a 10,000 acre
semiconductor ecosystem in
Tirupati, and a quantum com-
puter launch at Amaravati in
February 2027.

The state aims to export
green hydrogen and ammonia,
and plansto contribute atleast
160 Gw to Indias 500
Gw renewable energy target,
with  about 1m0 Gw
already underway.

Pesticides makers’ body issues advisory for rabi sowing

e
Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

CropLife India, an industry
body of pesticide manufac-
turers, has issued a four-
point ndwsurv to farmers for
the Rabi 2026-27 season as
sowing has commenced
amid the weakest monsoon
since 2015 that parched
many areas and reduced
moisture.

The industry body, in a
statement, mentioned the
judicious use of crop protec-
tion products to save on in-
put costs without comprom-
ising on yields. “The advisory
reflects  established agro-
nomic practice and is inten-
ded to help farmers make in-
formed decisions at every

stage of the rabi crop,” it
said.

On seed, the advisory
identifies treatment before
sowing as the most cost-ef-
fective safeguard against
seed- and soil-borne dis-
eases, including smut in
wheat, which is aggravated
by cool, moist conditions,
and wilt and dry root rot in
chickpea, which are aggrav-
ated by moisture stress and
heat.

SOWING PRECAUTION

On sowing, it recommended
termite treatment only in
fields, with a history of in-
festation and where soil
moisture is adequate for the
treatment to be effective,
and noted that mustard
sown in the second fortnight

The industry body mentioned
judicious use of crop
protection products

to save on input costs

of October, where moisture
permits, faced lower aphid
pressure at flowering.

It advised that applica-
tions be guided by regular
field monitoring rather than

a fixed calendar; wheat aph-
ids, for instance, warrant
control only once they ex-
ceed 10-15 pertiller.

Unusual pest or disease
outbreaks may be reported
through the National Pest
Surveillance System or the
nearest Krishi Vigyan
Kendra,

Farmers have been ad-
vised to purchase only from
authorised dealers against a
proper bill and also to verify
the expiry date before use.

The association cautioned
that a difficult season in-
creased the risk of illicit
products reaching farmers
and reiterated its call for firm
enforcement against unau-
thorised trade, including ex-
plicit regulation of online
sales supported by licence

verification and  product
traceability.
MONSOON IMPACT

“The weakest monsoon in
over a decade has altered the
starting conditions for rabi.
Uneven soil moisture influ-
ences how crops establish,
how pests and diseases be-
have and how effectively in-
puts pu:rfonn. which means
the decisions farmers take in
the coming weeks will shape
the entire season. The advis-
ory is intended to help them
make each of those decisions
count. In a season such as
this, precision is what safe-
guards both the harvest and
the farmer’s investment,”
said Durgesh Chandra, Sec-
retary-General,  CropLife
India.
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Four-fifths of budgeted
fertiliser subsidy spent

» Annual outgo
likely to exceed
X2.5 lakh crore

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 27

ELEVATED GLOBAL PRICES of
finished products and LNG,
the major feedstock for
domestic urea production,
resulted in the government
spending over ¥1.32 lakh
crore on fertiliser subsidies so
farthis fiscal year.

That's 77% of the budgeted
fertiliser subsidy of ¥1.71lakh
crore for the year.

The fertiliser ministry's
estimate of the subsidy
requirement of the year
after re-appropriation order
currently stands at
¥1.94 lakh crore.

OUTLAY SURGE

Fertiliser subsidies (T/1akh
2.51

2022-23 2024-25

ffertiliser

revised further upwards.
Sources said that while
urea prices fell from their
peak in May, the overall sub-
sidy outlay for soil nutrients
is likely to exceed the previ-
ous record of ¥2.52 lakh crore

2026-27

According to sources, of
the expenditure incurred,
¥92,251 crore has gone
toward imports and domes-
tic production of urea, the
country's most consumed
soil nutrient so far this

Thisestimate is likely to be

inFY23,

fiscal year.

MP reduces fertiliser use by 11% via
land-linked disbursal, saves X760 cr

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 28

IN A PIOMEERING initiative,
Madhya Pradesh has reduced
fertiliser consumption to 3.2
million tonne (MT) in the
kharif season, 2026, from 3.6
MTin previousyear, by linking
crops sown to land-holding.

The initiative e-Vikas cov-
ered all 5 million farmers in
the state across 55 districts,
and according to aseniorstate
government official, has
resulted in savings of ¥764
crorein terms of fertiliser sub-
sidyoutgo forthe Centrein the
kharif season 2026.

The biggest drop in fer-
tiliser consumption was
reported from maize and soy-
abean growing Rajgarh dis-
trict,wheresalesofvarious soil
nutrients -- urea, DAP and
other soil nutrients - dropped
by 37% to 56,000 tonne from
93,000 tonne in the previous
season. Predominantly paddy

growing Hoshangabad district

SMART FARMING

m Fertiliser
consumption -
declined
from 3.6 MT
in 2025 to
3.2MT

this year

mThe e-Vikas initiative
covered 5 million
farmers across 55 districts
in Madhya Pradesh

® The Centre saved
¥76L crorein
fertiliser subsidies during
kharif 2026

in the state reduced fertiliser
consumption to 0.11 million
tonne this year from 0,18 MT
in kharif 2025.

Under the e-Vikas system,
farmers in Madhya Pradesh
receive digital tokens or e-
coupons before purchasing
fertilisers from distribution
centres and the quantity of
fertilisers allocated is based
on land records, crop type,
and seasonal requirements.

Agriculture ministry officials
say this system helps reduce
overcrowding at fertiliser
shops  and improves
trans parencyin distribution.

“Once a farmer's fertiliser
purchase crosses 125% of the
Indian Council forAgricultural
Research recommendation
based onarea, cropsize and soil
type, we send a team to the
concerned farmer regarding
theneed for purchasing excess

urea or DAP against the
requirement,” Nishant War-
wade,secretary, department of
farmer welfareandagriculture
development, Madhya
Pradesh, told FE. To create
awareness about the initiative,
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment conducted 700 training
programme against the exces-
sive use of fertilisers; even
MLAs were trained on the ini-
tiative to generate awareness.

A similar initiative was
taken on a pilot basis in
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Telangana where Agri-stack
fertiliser distribution was
regulated using farmers
digital registry.

Experts say this initiative
may help improve balanced
nutrient use in farming and
reducewasteful fertilisercon-
sumption. Officials said the
systemuses digital tokens, QR
codes, and crop-based alloca-
tion methods to distribute
fertilisers more efficiently
among farmers.
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More Adoption of AgriPV Units
will Bring Down their Cost: Joshi

OurBureau

New Delhi: The cost of agri-
voltaic solar energy units will
reduce by scaling its adoption
and the government looking
to support them under the se-
cond phase of the solar pumps
scheme Pradhan Mantri Ki-
san Urja Suraksha evam Ut-
thaan Mahabhiyan (PM KU-
SUM), renewable energy Pral-
had Joshi said on Wednesday.

Theministry is working on
a policy framework to boost
the adoption and iron out is-
suesassociated with its imp-
lementation.

Agrivoltaic projects work by
elevating solar panels high
above the ground or spacing
them wide apart, which al-
lows power generation witho-
utrestricting farming.

Since elevated, tilted struc-
tures require additional in-
frastructure, agrivoltaic
plants can cost 25-30% more
than conventional ground-
mounted solar,

“Our objective is to bridge
this cost gap by supporting
AgriPV capacity creation,”
Joshi said at the Agrivolta-
ics World Conference 2026 in
the capital.

“The average cost of electri-
city supply was around 7/
unit in 2025-26, while some ag-
rivoltaic assessments indica-
te potential generation costs
of ¥3.20 to ¥3.30/unit under
specific assumptions.”

This is still higher than the
average cost of ground mo-
unted solar which is around
¥2.6/unit.

The minister reiterated that
the government was working
to bring sup-
porting mea-
sures and in-
centives for

Thegovtis
looking to

support agrivoltaic

AgriPVs projects un-
under the der the se-
2ndphaseof cond phase

of PM KU-
SUM, which
is currently
in the works.

The idea for
the proposed support under
PMKUSUM2.0istobridge the
gap, secretary Santosh Kumar
Sarangi said on the sidelines
of the conference.

Study by TERI estimates
that 47.5 million hectares, or
around 30% of India’s 160
million hectaresof cropland,
are technically suitable for
agrivoltaics, Joshi said.

thesolar
pumps
scheme
PM KUSUM

Minister Goyal reaffirms
stronger trade relations
with the Netherlands

F

Commerce and Industry Minister Pryush Goval with, Boudewijn Siemons, Chief Executive Officer af

Port of Rotterdam

New DELHI

COMMERCE and Imdustry
Minister Piyush Goyal has
reaffirmed  Indins commit-
ment bo strengthen econom-
ic ties with the Netherlands,
exploring new avenues for
trade and investment, and
deepening engagement with
the Indian comnmunity,

His visit featured engage-
ments with stakeholders in
the maritime ond logistics
segtor in Rotterdam, interac-
tion with the Indian commu-
nity in Amsterdam, and me-
dia engagement, according to
an official statement,

Goval undertook a tour of
the Port of Rotterdam, ac-
companied by its Chiel Ex-
ecutive  Officer, Boudewijn
SeEmons,

The wisit highlighted the
strategic importance of Rot-
terdam, Europe's largest port,
as a gateway for Indian goods
to the European market and
a key hub for international
trade  and  global  supply
chains.

“We exchanged views on
advancing port-led growth,
enhancing  logistics  effi-
ciency, strengthening supply

The Minister's visit

to the Port of Rotter-
dam underscored the
Netherlands' strategic
importance as a gate-
way to Europe, particu-
larly in the context of
the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement

chain connectivity, and un-
locking new  opportunitics
for trade and investment. As
Ineia modernises its exsting
ports and develops state-of-
the-art maritime infrastmsc-
ture, there is immense po-
tential 1o collaborate with the
Port of Rotterdam, draw on
its expertise, and strengthen
India-MNetherlands  coopera-
tion,” Goyal highlighted.

The Minister's visit 1o the
Port of Rotterdam under-
scored the Nethedands' stra-
legic iImporance asa gateway
to Europe, particularly in the
context of the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement.

With the Agreement ex-
pected to create significant
new opportunities for [ndian
exporters, the Netherlands
world-class  ports, logistics
infrastructure and connec-

-

tivity with European markets
can play an important role in
facilitating  increased trade
flows and strengthening In-
dia- Europe supply chains.

The minister aleo attended
an  Indian community in-
teraction hosted by the Em-
bassy of India at the Waldorf
Astoria Amsterdam, with ap-
proximately 70 participants.

The gathering  brought
together members of the In-
dian community, including
business  and  professional
represemtatives, and provid-
ed an opportunity 1o engage
with the diaspora, said the
statement.

The engagement  reaf-
firmed the importance of the
Indian community in foster-
ing closer connections be-
tween India and the Nether-
lands and in contributing to
bilateral economic, cultural
and people-to-people ties,

The programme also high-
lighted opportunities  for
stronger  collaboration  in
maritime logistics and other
arcas of mutual interest, in-
cluding in the context of the
India-EU FTA and closer
economic  integration  be-
tween India and Europe.
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Fertilizer sales fall 287% under FFS
pilot, help govt save X1,470 crore

VOLUME SLUMPS, In 222 districts, sales dropped to 13.35 It in kharif 2026 from 18.3 It a year ago

—
Prabhudatta Mishra
v Dl

Under the Framework {or
Fertiliger  Sales (FFS),
lounched In 222 districts
neross 29 States and Union
Territories  during  Kharif
2026, fertiliser wales do
clined by 28 per cent, helplng
the government save €1,470
crore.

Under the scheme, farm
ern are ellgible vo buy subsid
Ised erop nutrients bused on
their land holdings and the
erops selected.

Also, the decline came
desplte mare farmers pur
chasing fertilizers in kharif
2026 than in the vear-pgo
period in the districts where
the pllot was implemented,

WEAK RAIN IMPACT

According to a presentation
made by Additlonal Secret
ary Pramod Kumar Meherda

GROWING DEMAND, Nearly 47 lakh farmers purchased

fertillzars

at the recently held annual
Rabl Conference, Telanguna,
Andhra  Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
und Karnataka, among the
major agricaltural Staves, re
ported a decline of up 1o 75
per cent in sales,

Experts sabd that the drop
in sales wis also due to lower
ralnfall in some of these
Stotes, Meherda sald that
rejrulating sules through an
|'Il1[| or 1I1'||i|'|(' l}'lﬁl‘l’l’l |'|.-'Ill

up from 44,55 lakh last year

eliminated queves outside
retall outlees as farmers re
celve a twoken  indicating
when they can collect the
fertilizers.

POLICY RESISTANCE
TPunjab and Madhya Pradesh
were two important States
missing from the list, as Pun
Jaby il not implement the pi
Iot, while Madhya Pradesh
discontinued It followlng
protests by farmers,

Agricultire Mintster Shiy
raj Singh Chouhan defended
the pllot when asked about
Madhya Pradesh's decision
to discontinue it He sald it
wak up to the States to de
clde an participation was not
compulsory. However, he
atressed that [t was essential
to reduce and check the ex
cesslve use of chemical fer-
tilizers to protect soil health
and prevent thelr diversion
to nan-farm uses, thereby re-
ducing the subsidy burden.

Ax muny as 4697 lakh
farmers In these pllov dis
tricts purchased fertilizers
In Kharil 2026, compared
with 440,55 lakh a year ago,

Similarly, sales sood o
13,35 Dakh tonmes (16) against
1830 It o year ago, Also,
nearly 77 per cent of farmers
had u digital Furmer 1D
(FID), while 15 per cent were
tenant farmers, sources said,

Fertilizer Secretary Hajat
Kumar Mishra last week ap

pealed o the States to check
thi diversion of highly sub
sidised fertilizers for non-
furming use and ensure that
farmers practise balanced
nutrient use based on sedl
conditions, He also sald the
States should promote or
inrie and matumal farming oy
muach an possible,

While stressing that the
apening stock of fertilizers
in the country, as of October
1, would be the highest in
three vears, he urged the
States to focus on curbing
excess uie of crop nutrients
s the subsidy in the current
fiscal could exceed T3 lakh
crare amld  high global
prices

At the annual Rabi confer-
ence, Mishra said due 1o the
lobal price rise, the per-bag
subsidy burden on urea (45
kg had surged from €1,350
before the war (February 28,
20265 to €2,775 now — a 106
per cent Increase,

Lift ban on sales of non-subsidised
fertilizers in UP, Maharashtra, Bihar: FAI

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Fertiliser Association of
India (FAI) has urged Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Bihar to reconsider restric-
tions on the sale of non-sub-
sidised fertilizers and speci-
ality crop nutrition products
by companies that supply
subsidised fertilizers.

The restrictions, intro-
duced in Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra and more re-
cently in Bihar, have affected
farmers’ access to special-
ised crop nutrition products
covered under the Fertiliser
Control Order (FCO), 1985,
FAI said. The industry body
warned that the restrictions
during the current rabi sea-
son could affect farmers who
rely on the products to meet
crop- and soil-specific nutri-

tional requirements. In a
statement on Thursday, FAI
called for a balanced ap-
proach that addresses con-
cerns over inappropriate
sales practices while ensur-
ing farmers retain access to
approved agricultural
inputs.

CONVENTIONAL
FERTILIZERS

Agriculture had expanded
beyond conventional fertil-
izers to a wide range of sci-
ence-based crop nutrition
products, including mi-
cronutrients, water-soluble
and beneficial-element fer-
tilizers, liquid and organic-
based inputs, biofertilizers,
biostimulants and nano-fer-
tilizers, FAI said.

“These products comple-
ment conventional fertil-
izers (urea, DAP, MoP) and
are particularly relevant as

Indian agriculture deals with
multiple nutrient deficien-
cies, soil-health challenges,
low nutrient and water-use
efficiency and changing cli-
matic conditions,” it said.

Speciality products sup-
port balanced nutrient man-
agement and can improve
nutrient-use efficiency, crop
productivity and produce
quality. FAT said the industry
had invested significantly in
research and product devel-
opment, field extension,
technical  services and
farmer outreach to develop
and promote improved crop
nutrition solutions.

Curbs on these products
could discourage further in-
vestment and innovation,
slowing the adoption of tech-
nologies aimed at improving
nutrient-use efficiency and
promoting sustainable farm-
ing practices, it said.
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RONEEN NEWSE RERWLE
W Hifii

FRFIETS Preparing lar the
ralil sEason are facing difn
culties due o the 'lrll'l'ftllﬂl.'
ol Tertitlsers, wdth the anline
booking sysiem adding o
thimkr ﬁ'rl.'l"l‘l"l'llh Farmers
Sild they have begn forced
to Wil for hours [nogueies
far lerciliser, while (he
online sysiem s proving
dificuit 1o access.
According ro farmers, The
fertiliser booking welsile
reimdaimns open I'.II'I|"' for a
Mewd mimeities Belfore sud
denly closing, leaving many
unalble o complere thelr
hookings. They 4aid the
limited window makes |
clilMicult 1o secure lertifiaer.
The shortage has alsa led
Lo allegations of fegLillass
being sald above the pre

ierl el rales, Farmers
dlleged that & wrea Dag
priced ai Kx Xuls was bedng
anld for As 500 (o By SO0,
wilille more than B 3,000
wins allegedily being clharged
lar a4 bag of DAF, Farmers
fase demamded nspeciions
of fertillser stocks and sabes
In o ares,

Farmers sakd preparn
flans far rabl Crops Ny
already Legun, with plough
iI'Iﬂ and sowing approach-
Ing. They said tdmely avail
ability ol lertiliser ¥was
assonrial ar thiy stage and
any delay coild alect crops
during thelr initial growth,

They ilso guestioned the
functioning ol the onlineg
teoenek | g sy stEm, saying they
were oflen unaware af
when the webhsite would
open of how iong book-
ings would remain avail

Farmers seek action over fertiliser shortage, booking

whle, Farmers from taral
Aread i are not camiler
ahle with onllne proce
fures, they sar, also need
an alternailse mechaniam
b ebial i fervll{sier,
Farmers have urged the
admilnistiratlion 1o ensure
adeguate stocks and make
the haoking sysiam siable
and accessible, They sl
demanded regular chacks ol
lertiliser dealer Lo snatre
that srocks are propErly
imalatained and feirtilisern s
aild &l prescribied prices,
TI'IE"!.I catled for technical
imanitaring of the anline
swatem to determine how
long the Booking porral
remains open. how many
farmers are able (o com:
plete bookings and how
MAny are rE urdeed brcause
af cechnlcal probleims,
Farmers said they need

leriilisee diirlng e crucia)
s ing pierlod rather than
nastlranoes, They warned
At il ehe shariage, allegec)
avercharglng and anline
booking problems are nol
resolved quickly, the difll
claltles could eirectly affec
preparailons for the rabd
o,

Farmiers have alio soughl
Clear Infarmation from the
aclminisiration ar fertilise
awallability a1 distribution
CEnires &0 they can plan
thisir sowing schedoles
accordingly. They sald a
Iranaparanl Ly alem
showlng available stock,
booking Dlmings and disor-
bution details would help
rediuce un NECEssary QuELTs
and prevent farmiers from
repeatedly travellin®g 1o
CEmIres |n search of ler-
libiser,

WATER | FIRST | State agriculture department advises farmers to avoid paddy from November

El Nino threat looms over rabi season ahead

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 7

wotld
Telangana is set to face a
rabi season that is drier
and hotter than normal.
Against this backdrop, the
state agriculiure dep-
artment on  Wednesday
advised farmers to stay
away from paddy during
the rabi season beginning
in November.

Agriculture secretary K.
Surendra Mohan, during a
video conference with dis-
trict callectors, asked offi-
cials to encourage farmers
toopt for Ireigated dry (1D
crops such as pulses and
ollseeds, which require

conditions,

less water. He said cultiva-
tion during the season
have to depend
largely on
gruunllwntur FESeTrVes,

“The IMD is predicting
that rainfall during rabi
will be 10 per cent below
normal and lemperatures
will be around one degree
Celsius higher in the com:
ing months, Under these
with
water avallability and a
hotter climate, crops such
as pulses and oilseeds will
be the right choice for
farmers,” Surendra Mohan
told Deccan Chronicle after
the mesting.

He said the state govern:

ment's efforts to encourage
diversification away from
paddy had vielded results
during the kharifl season,
which will end later this
month,

“Farmers planted
abotit 11 lakh fewer
acres of paddy dur-
ing kharif, while
eotton  acreage
increased by more
than two lakh
acres. The area
under pulses
increased by about 35
per cent. This was the
result of repeated efforts to
reach out to farmers and
explain the risks of grow-
ing paddy during a poor

available

lower

monsoon season,” he sakd.
According to the crop-
area  figures, ollseed
acreage increased from
3.76 lakh acres last year to
397 lakh acres this
year.
Surendra
Mohan said the
government
wanted farm-
ers opting for
alternative

what they

ollseeds getting more than
would have
earned had they ralsed
paddy.” he said.

He said the combination
of lower rainfall and high-
or temperatures  would
affect crops. “The lrriga-
tion department has been
guiding us that whatever
water is available in reser-
voirs will have to be con-
served to meet drinking

Underscoring the govern-
ment’s push away from
paddy, scientlsts from the
Central Rescarch Institute
for Dryland Agriculture,
International Crops
Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Troples, India
Meteorological
Department, Indian
Institute of Rice Research,
Inddian Institute of Millets
Research, Indian Institute

crops to earn water needs and that it of Oilseeds Research,

more than they may not be able to provide Professor  Jayvashankar

would from paddy, irrigation. There §s no Telangana Agricaltural
even after taking into alternative but to go for University and Sri Konda
account the minimum sup- crops with low water Laxman Telangana
port price and bonus. requirements, such as  Horticultural University
“We are seeing farmers  pulses and ollseeds, this participated in

who raised pulses and

rabi,” he said.

Wednesday's review.

Govt extends RELIEF scheme for exporters till March amid W. Asia crisis

Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

The Commerce Ministry has
said the extension of the Re-
silience & Logistics Inter-
vention for Export Facilita-
tion (RELIEF) scheme by six
months, until March 31,
2027, underscores the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
strengthening export resili-
ence amid continuing geo-
political tensions and mari-
time logistics uncertainties.

Launched on March 19,
RELIEF aims to cushion ex-

porters against sharp in-

creases in freight costs and
insurance premia, as well as
war-related export risks
arising from disruptions in
the Guilf and the wider West
Asian maritime corridor, ac-
cording to a Commerce De-
partment statement issued
on Monday. The latest exten-
sion follows an earlier exten-
sion of the scheme's timeline
until September 30.

95% RISK COVER

“Component Il of the initiat-
ive aims to encourage ex-
porters to obtain Export
Credit Guarantee Corpora-
tion of India (ECGC) cover

for upcoming shipments to
specified regions by provid-
ing 95 per cent risk coverage.
The benefit is available for

standalone  policies and
whole-turnover policies ob-

tained on or after March 16,
2026," the statement said.
Under this component,
cligible exporters are protee-
ted against increases in in-
surance premia beyond pre-
disruption levels during the
eligible period. Coverage in-
Cllﬂes ﬁlj cont:linergﬁmd
(FCL), less than container
load (LCL) and refrigerated

(reefer) cargo, excluding en-
ergy shipments.
Some exporters have

sought greater clarity on the
documentation required to
claim benefits under the
scheme,

“We need more clarity on

how to obtain shipping line
bills that need to be submit-
ted to avail of the scheme's
benefits,” a Mumbai-based
exporter said.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said exporters seeking
coverage under RELIEF
must submit claims and sup-
porting documents through
the ECGC customer portal.

Guidance on generating
user IDs and passwords,
completing exporter regis-
tration and submitting
claims is available through
dedicated video tutorials on
ECGC's official YouTube
channel, it added.
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Bayer to distribute, market
[nera’s crop nutrition product

i
QOur Bureau
Bengaluru

Inera, the agricultural bio-
technology arm of Absolute,
and Bayer have entered into
a strategic commercial col-
laboration to bring a cli-
mate-resilient crop nutri-
tion solution to farmers.

The solution aims to im-
prove nutrient use efficiency
(NUE) and enhance soil and
plant health.

Absolute’s NIP platform
houses over 35,000 unique
microbial ~ strains,  bio-
molecules and enzymes
sourced and characterised
from extreme habitats
worldwide, Inera said in a
statement.

Al PLATFORM

Its Al platform, Nature+
analyses biological datasets
to  predict  functions,
identify  promising mo-

lecules and proteins, and
design candidates for exper-
imental validation, product
development and field trials.

Together, the platforms
underpin Inera’s agricul-
tural innovation pipeline,
which includes RNAi-based
biocontrols, peptide-based
inputs and Al-discovered
bioherbicides designed for
performance and stability,

Commercial engagement
between the companies has
begun, with Bayer set to
market and distribute the
Inera product through its
sales network.

FIELD TRIALS

Inera’s development efforts
are backed by more than
50,000 field trials and
farmer demonstrations
across over 100 acres of ded-
icated trial grounds, which
the company describes as
among the largest pro-
grammes of its kind in India.

Agam Khare, Founder of
Absolute, said the collabora-
tion would help make home-
grown biological solutions
more accessible to farmers.

Inera focuses on solutions
that support climate adapta-
tion, biological pest control,
soil health and nutrient use
efficiency, he added.

Simon Wiebusch, Coun-
try Divisional Head of Bay-
er's Crop Science Division
for India, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka, said that the part-
nership would combine In-
era’s expertise in biological
solutions with Baver’s un-
derstanding of farmers’
needs, agronomic capabilit-
les and ability to scale
innovation.

The collaboration comes
amid growing interest in ag-
ricultural biologicals in In-
dia and aligns with national
initiatives, such as the PM-
Pranam scheme and the
BioE3 policy.
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India, Canada discuss
advancing trade talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, October 13

INDIA AND CANADA on
Tuesdaydiscussed advancing
negotiations for the proposed
trade pact to provide deeper
marketaccess foreach other's
goods and services.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and his
Canadian counterpart,
Maninder Sidh, held the
discussions.

"Discussed advancing the
India-Canada Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) negotia-
tions, with a focus on a bal-
anced, mutually beneficial
agreement that enhances
market access and unlocks
new trade and investment
opportunities,” Goyal said in
asocial media post.

He expressed confidence
that the CEPA will provide
fresh momentum to bilateral

trade and strengthen oureco-
nomicpartnershipforshared
prosperity.

The minister,however, did
notstate any details about the
discussions.

CEPAisa kind of free trade
agreement, under which two
trading partners eithersig-
nificantly reduce oreliminate
import duties on the maxi-
mum number of goods
traded between them. It also
eases norms to boost trade in
services and investment.

The meeting was impor-
tant, as India and Canada's
chief negotiators concluded
the fifth round of negotia-
tions for the pact on October
9 in Canada.

Both sides aim to con-
clude the negotiations by the
end of thisyear.

Bilateral trade in goods
declined 8.23%to §7.95 bil-
lion in 2025-26 from 58.7
billionin 2024-25.

Agriculture dept tightens fertiliser
enforcement during kharif

Hans NEws SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

I'HE agriculture department
has intensified enforcement
of Fertiliser Control Order
(FCO) regulations during the
kharif season, seizing fertilis
ers worth Rs 5.18 crore and
taking action against dealers
involved in diversion, black
marketing, illegal stocking,
overpricing and linking ferti-
liser sales with other agricul-
tural products.

Agriculture  department
director D Manazir Jeelani
Samoon said on Monday
that the kharif scason, which
concluded on September 30,
witnessed extensive moni-
toring of fertiliser movement
and distribution across the
state. The enforcement drive
was aimed at ensuring that
fertilisers reached farmers
without diversion or mal-
practice, he said. During the

scason, 27.07 lakh farmers
were supplied with 5,30,320
metric tonnes (MT) of urea,
1,75,657 MT of DAP and
1,27,203 MT of complex fer-
tilisers. Officials seized 2,371
MT of fertilisers valued at Rs
5.18 crore across the State.
The highest-value seizures
were reported in Kurnool at
Rs.1.36 crore, followed by
Manyam at Rs.1.06 crore and
Anantapur at Rs.0.99 crore.

IThe  department  sus-
pended 292 dealer licences
and cancelled eight licences.
Nandyal accounted for the
highest number of suspen-
sions at 71, followed by Gun-
tur with 44 and Anantapur
with 32. Officials also regis-
tered 67 cases under Section
6A, including 16 in Kur-
nool, the highest in the State.
Seven FIRs were registered
against persons for serious
violations.

Dr Samoon said the de-

partment had adopted a
zero-lolerance approach to-
wards fertiliser diversion,
black marketing and other
unfair trade practices. Moni-
toring of the supply chain
would continue to ensure
fertiliser availability at pre
scribed prices and prevent
linked sales, he said.

He urged farmers to report
overcharging or compulsory
purchase of other products
while buying fertilisers to the
local agriculture department
officials,

For the rabi season, Dr
Samoon advised farmers to
follow soil-test recommenda-
tions and apply fertilisers in
balanced quantities accord-
ing to crop requirements.
He also encouraged farmers
to adopt organic and natu-
ral farming practices wher-
ever feasible to improve soil
health and reduce cultivation
cosls,
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India-Chile FTA negotiations ‘quite
ripe’ for conclusion, says Goyal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hague, October 27

India is negotiating free
trade agreements (FTAs)
with several countries and
groups, with talks with
Chile “quite ripe” for con-
clusion and negotiations
with Canada making good
progress, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal has said.

He said that negotiations
with the South Africa-led
SACU (Southern African
Customs Union) group have
started. The two have inked
terms of reference (ToR) to
formally start negotiations
towards a preferential trade
agreement in August. The
five members of SACU are
Botswana, Eswatini (for-
merly Swaziland), Lesotho,
Namibia and South Africa.

“I can see Chile’s quite
ripe for conclusion; Canada
is making very good prog-
ress. We have just started
SACU negotiations, so it
may take some time (for
conclusion),” Goyal told
reporters here.

Talking about other
pacts, he said Mexico is
“very” keen to have an early
harvest trade agreement.

Meanwhile, Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal
is in Mexico City for a two-
day visit to advance India-
Mexico trade and economic

ties. “The visit will see the
launch of PTA negotiations
with the signing of the
Terms of Reference (ToR),
alongside engagements
with the Mexican govern-
ment and business com-
munity to deepen bilateral
cooperation,” the depart-
ment of commerce said in
a social media post.

The bilateral trade
between India and Mexico
dipped by over 9 per cent to
$7.83 billion (exports $5.72
billion and imports $2.1 bil-
lion) in 2025-26. The trade
gap is in the favour of India.

Goyal expressed hope
that the continuity of the
government in Brazil fol-
lowing the election would
help speed up negotiations
to expand the Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA)
with the Mercosur bloc.

Mercosur is a trade bloc
in South America com-
prising Brazil, Argentina,
Bolivia, Uruguay, and Par-
aguay. The India-Merco-
sur PTA came into effect
on June 1, 2009. The agree-
ment provides preferential
tariff concessions on 450
tariff lines or product cat-
egories by India and 452
tariff lines by the Merco-
sur side. Now both sides
are looking to expand the
scope of the pact.

He added that negotia-
tions with the Gulf Coop-

eration Council (GCC) and
Israel for “obvious” reasons
are slow due to the West
Asia crisis, and it may take
some time. “Though we are
ready to speed up negotia-
tions,” he said.

The GCC comprises Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE
and was established in 1981
as a political, economic and
security grouping. India
already has a trade pact
with the UAE and Oman.

“Eurasia FTA is only
about goods; it doesn’t
include services. Hence, we
are still assessing the ben-
efits of entering into that
agreement,” Goyal said.

India and the five-nation
grouping, the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU), on
August 20 last year, inked
the terms of reference to
formally start talks for the
agreement. The first round
of negotiations was held in
November 2025.

“Many other countries
are talking to us. Ecuador
(a South American nation)
wants to do an FTA. Egypt
has invited us to Egypt to
discuss potentially how we
can work more. Other Afri-
can countries have been
approaching us, either to
have an FTA with all of
Africa, or with the Afri-
can Union or the sectoral
FTA’s,” he said.
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India to convert gas-fuelled ammonia and urea plant to renewable power

New Devm

INDHA will convert an exist-
ing natural gas fuelled am-
monia and urea plant to run
on renewable power, creat-
ing one of the world's largest
green ammonia plants with

an annual output target of

about 1.1 million tonnes. a
new report has said,

Limited and is backed by
financing from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
and Japan.

It marks their first joint
investment under the Ac-
tion for Creating Energy
Security for Long-term Re-
silience (ACCEL).

ACCEL was  launched

energy costs, fuel swings,
and supply limits,

The financing mcludes a
$100 million loan from the
Leading Asias Private Infra-
structure Fund 2, financed
by the Japan International
Cooperation  Agency and
administered by ADE, the
report said.

“By using renewable en-

tion cited ADE President
Masato Kanda,

“The initiative has two
tracks:  short-term  sup-
port for corporate liquidity,
particulary for small and
medium-sized enterprises,
and longer-term  support
for more diversified and
sustainable energy systems”
the report said.

systems for the future, a
statement from ADE said,
India has crossed 300 GW
of installed non-fossil fuel-
based electricity generation
capacity as of July 2026,

with around 55.29 GW of

non-fossil fuel capacity dur-
ing FY26,

The country has also set
a target of 500 GW of non-

The report from Singa-  Bank
pore-based  Asian  Power  en
{AP) said the project will 20
be developed by AM Green
Ammaonia  [Tadial Privais

by the Asian Development

ADB) and the Gov-  ergy
of Japan in May  India can produce it with
as a jodnt inithative that
helps  Asia-Pacific nations
and hcinsccse handls hioh

ead of fossil fuels,

far lower emissions and at a
scale that can help reshape
thic inducire” the muhlica.

ACCEL brings together
financial support and in-
vestment o help countries
manage immediate shocks
and haild cironosr snerow

fossil fuel capacity by 2030
Solar and wind energy are
going to make major contri-
butions towards achieving
thic tarast

® DIGITAL AGRICULTURE MISSION

Govtissues 110 mn farmer
IDs linked to land records

IDs issued five
months ahead
of deadline

SANDIPDAS
Mew Delhi, October 24
IN A MAJOR boost to digital
infrastructure, 110 million
unique farmer [Ds linked to land
records have been generated
under the Digital Agriculture
Mission, according to the
agriculture ministry,
Thegovernment has achieved
its target of creating farmer 1Ds
referred to as Kisan Pehchaan
Patra,containingthedetails of the
farmers' land holding, crops
grown in the field and other
details across the country five
monthsahead of the March 2027
deadline, Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said in a
statement on Saturday. The digi-
tal agriculture mission was
approved by the cabinet in Sep-
tember, 2024, States which have
provided asignificant number of
IDs to farmers include Uttar
Pradesh(25.5million), Maharash-
tra (141 million), Madhya
Pradesh (12 million), Rajasthan
(9.1 million), Gujarat (5.4 million),
Telangana (5.4 million), Andhra
Pradesh (5.2 million), Tamil Nadu
(3.6 million}and Odisha (2.5 1 mil-
lion). As perthe agriculture census
of 201 5-16, these IDs cover over

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN,
AGRICULTURE MIMISTER

The farmer ID system would
significantly reduce the need for
farmers to repeatedly visit

govt offices and banks or
submit the same documents

for different schemes

75% of the total operational land
holding in the country, says an
officdal note.Withthe exception of
JTharkhand, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, and Mizoram,
ID issuance has been initiated
across states. About 81 % farmers,
who were provided with digital
1D, belong to marginal and small
operational-holding categories,
Anoffidal told FEthat 28,680
cultivators, including eligible
tenants and sharecroppers, have
been registered in Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Assam, as per
the state-decided mechanism for
identification of cultivators.
Additionally, 0.31 million forest
rights holder registrations have
been recorded across Assam,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh and
Tripura. Chouhan said the
farmer ID system would signifi-
cantly reduce the need for farm-
ers to repeatedly visit govern-

ment offices and banks or submit
the same documents for differ-
ent schemes,

With farmerDs, theycan have
access to several key services
induding bankloansand issuance
of Kisan credit cards, an official
said." It enables the integration of
Direct Benefit Transfer schemes
such asregistmtions under Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojna (PM Kisan), Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojna, Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSF) based procure-
ment, access to credit delivery,
input distribution, and disaster
relief’a gpovernment statementin
parliament said. The digital sys-
tem also helps eliminate the role
of intermediaries in the govern-
ment's procurement pocess and
ensures that farmers receive the
fullvalue due for their produce.

Officials said that these farm-
ers'IDsare being extensivelyinte-
grated with the Integrated Fer-
tiliser Management Systemof the

B These IDs cover over

759 ofthe total
operational land
holding inthe country

28,680

eligible
cultivators,
have been
registered

Departmentof Fertilisersthrough
an integrated information tech-
nology platfiorm  accessible
through maobile and web inter-
faces.The Framework for Fertiliser
Sales, according to an official
noted, has led to over 37% reduc-
tioninfertilisersales inselect bor-
der districts between the kharif
seasons of 2025 and 2026.

The agriculture ministry’s ini-
tiative to develop a database of
farmers is based on Karnataka's
Fruits Fammer Registration & Uni-
fied Beneficiary Information Sys-
tem softwarewhich facilitatessin-
gleregistration using an Aadhar
card and state’s Bhoomi digitised
land record system for authenti-
cating cownership. In Karnataka,
through FRUITS software, farm-
ers can access benefits of schemes
suchas ashincentives underPM
Kisan, payment for MSPfor crops,
special financial assistance,caste
certificate authentication, and
ration cards,
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Govt to ask ryots to shift from
paddy to short-duration crops

Nida.Sayed@timesofindia.com

Panaji: With Goa recording
itsdriest monsoon infive deca-
des and rainfall falling nearly
athird below normal, theagri-
culture department is prepa-
ring to advise farmers in wa-
ter-stressed areas to reconsi-
der paddy cultivation during
the upcoming rabi season and
opt for short-duration vege-
tables and pulses instead.

Director of agriculture
Chandrahas Desai said the
department would issuean ad-
visory guiding farmers to cho-
ose crops according to the av-
ailability of water, warning
that a further lack of rainfall
could lead toashortageof irri-
gation water.

“Wherever there is a shor-
tage of water, farmers can go
for pulses and wvegetables,
which have a short growth du-
ration of around 60 days. Whe-
rever sufficient water is avai-
lable, they can go for paddy”
Desaitold TOL

The proposed advisory co-
mes at a juncture with the sta-
te having received substantial-
Iv less rainfall than normal

Farmers with adequate urlgatlon factlltles and assured water supplles
can continue with rice cultivation, said the agriculture department

during this monsoon season,
“Rainfall is deficient by aro
und 35%. If we do not receive
sufficient post-monsoon rain-
fall, there could be a scarcity
of irrigation water,” he said.
TOI had earlier reported
that Goa received approxima-
tely 20554 mm of rainfall
from June to Sept, against the
seasonal normal of 3,007.8
mm, translating into a deficit
of nearly 32%, according to In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment data. The shortfall has

been described as the highest
in the state’s rainfall records
dating back to 1980.

The consequences have al-
ready been felt in paddy fields,
particularly in upland areas
where farmers depend heavily
on rainfall. The agriculture
department’s preliminary as-
sessment has so far indicated
crop damage across around 25
hectares of land.

The department’s propo-
sed advisory is intended to pre-
vent farmers in water-defiei-

ent areas from investing in
crops that may not receive ade-
quate irrigation.

“We will promote short-du-
ration paddy varieties for the
Rabi crop, where conditions
permit cultivation, The selec-
tion of varieties and crops wo-
uld depend on the water avai-
lable in individual farming
areas,” Desai said.

The advisory, however, is
not a blanket recommenda-
tion to abandon paddy cultiva-
tion across Goa. “Farmers
with adequate irrigation faci-
lities and assured water supp-
lies can continue with rice cul-
tivation, while those in water-
stressed locations are being
encouraged to consider alter-
natives,” hesaid.

The rainfall shortfall has
also prompted state govt to
constitute a 10-member task
force headed by chief minister
Pramod Sawant to monitor
water availability  rising
temperatures and climate-re-
lated concerns. The panel is
expected to meet monthly to
assess the evolving situation
and coordinate responses
across departments.

India-EU trade deal likely to create up to 2 mn jobs by 2040

BIG BOONTO TRADERS

= India-EU bilateral trade
reached $136 bn in
2024-25
* Trade deal offers tariff
concessions on 92.2%
of itens, covering

99.6% of India’s exports
= Sectorssuch as
pharma, textiles,
chemicals, jewellery,
processed foods o
= benefit from the deal

NEw DELn

THE

EFTA. Trade
Partnership
s likely to gen-
erate between 1| million and
2 million new direct and in-
direet pobs in India by 2040
while boosting industrial
conypetitvensss amd atr-
ine bigh auality investment,

India

an industry chansber said on
Fr

As the India- Furopean
Free  Trade  Association
(EFTA) Trade and Econom-
ic Partmership  Agreeniem
(TEPA) completed its first
vear. the datement from As-
sociated Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of India
[ASSOCHAM) said the pact
CATTIES 4 commitment from
EFTA t dlitate bal-
lion of imvestmaert an India
aver 15 years, including $50
billion in the first decade.

“The commitmsen must
be comverted imo seal pro-
jects, manufacturing facili-

and emple W appartuni-
thes, Aulvanced manafactur-
ing and green hydrogen are “The ne
capected 1o drive this nen
phase” the statement noted

The pact saw a confident
bevinnine for Indias part-

hillion in

nership with  Switzerland,
Norway, leeland and Liech-
tensteln, [t s stes
ing from a trade
into a platform for invest-
nyenk, innavation and jobs.

Late TEPA amsbation of $100

ane millkon direct jobs into
viable probects and emplov-

ment

ASSOCHAM.
manlactring

step is o trans- integral p
investmend and
market

exporierns.

opportunitie
Wirmal K. Minda, Presidem,

and  green
hydrogen offer great poten-
tal, and MSMEs must be an
t of these part-
nerships,” Minda added,
TEPA has opened wider
access for Indian
the

said, adding that EFTA has
offered  taniff  comcessions
on L2 per cent of its tarilf
limes. covering 9.6 per cent
of Indias exports.

The indusry chamber
forocasted sectors such a5
pharmaceuticals,  texties,
enginvering goods, chemi-
cabs, jewellery, processed

foods and marine products
1o benefin from l:|rc G-
M

tive sectors including le-|r\
sy and coal,
said Bilateral  irade  has
reached $26.7 billion, creat-
ing a strong base for further
expansion.  EFTAS  anmial
imports of about 3628 bil-
liom from the world present
a major opportunity for ln-
dian b
“India’s $9 per cem share
of its oaganic chemiacals iny-
morts shows what is possible.

“Advapced

IEsCE,

slatemeni

and this can be replicated in
pharmaceuticals,  maxhin-
ery. electrical  equipment,
atomobiles, medical devic-
es and textiles” said Sanrabh
. Secretary General,
'\""lH “HAM.

Maharashira,  Karnataka,
Kerala and siates in the
HNaorth East can benefit from
exports of agro-produds,
seafiid, coffec amd spices,
while TEFA offers of
portunitics  for large in-
dustries as well as MSMEs,
stari-ups and farmers,

“Green hydrogen is an
ing ara o coop-
eration, Indids targer 1o
produce at beast fve mil-
lien anes  annually by
2030 aligns well with Nos-
veay’s  maritime techmrol-
opy, bodands  geothermal
strength and w.l.'u!uul
electrolyser expertise.” the
statement noted,

Over 519 lakh metric tons of paddy procured
from 80 lakh farmers in UP: CM Yogi

HESAIDTHEMINIMUM SUPPORTPRICE[MSP) FOR PADDY HAD
ALSO0 BEEN INCREASEDBY RS T1 PER QUINTALTHIS YEARTO
ENSURE REMUNERATIVE PRICES FOR FARMERS' PRODUCE.
SHARING APOSTON SOCLALMEDA ON SATURDAY, THE CM SAID
THAT UNDER THE GUIDANCEOF PRIMEMINISTER NARENDRA
MODI, THESTATE GOVERNMENT |5 PROVIDING FACILMESTO
FARMERS FROM SEED TO MARKET.

STATES MAN NEWS SERVICE
Luackaren, 10 Oc tober

tar Pradesh ¢ “hief
i Yogi
bl skl I]k|l

between 2017 and
March 2026, more than 519 kkh
mietrictonnesafpaddy hos been
procured from over B0 lakh
Exrmicrs inthe state, withpayments
totalling Bs 10383 crore made
dimectly to them,

Hesaid themininmm support
price (MSP) for paddy had also
been increased by Rs 71 per
guintal this year w ensure
remnunerat ive prices for famens’
procuce. Sharing a post on
social media on Sannday: the
CMsaid thatundertheguidanoe:
of Prime Minister Narendr
Madi the state government is

providing facilitics o farmers
from seed to market,

He said that before 2017,
Earmers struggled with debt,
poverty and middlemen, but
were now benefiting from

improved seeds, imigation
Eacilithes, MSP-bnsed procusameant,
direct benefit transfers (DBT)
and the Pradhan Mantr Kisan
Sammen Nidhi scheme,

Yo said irrigation projects

that had rempined pending for
decades have been completed
in the state. Uttar Pradesh
gl:ll'l[fihllll:.\ ;l]lF:(’t!\llll
per cent of the country's
Toodgrain peoduction, he added

eeording o him, the stae's
agricultural growth rate has
increased from cight peroent o
18 percent. Uttar Pradesh also
ranks first in thecountryinmilk,
supmczne, and wheat production.

The CM sald that Farmers
are the foundationol the ste’s

eamonke trmyghand progperin:
The government is workingto
respect farmers hard work,
ensure falr prices for thelr
produce, and strengthen the
agriculiural sector.

e ssanch et peotectimge Farmerns’
rights and ensuring their
pesperiy i the siale gnemmentds
priority. Effortsarebelng made
o benefit farmers through
irrigation, improved seeds,
Rovernment procuement, ind
direct poyment systems,
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Bumper paddy yield a
procurement challenge

Production of
non-basmati paddy
may exceed 220 lakh
tonnes this

season against
180-lakh tonne

quota fixed by Centre

Gurpreet Singh Nibber
letterschd @ hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Punjab is head-
ing towards a challenging
paddy procurement season,
with the state’s expected pro-
duction likely to exceed the
procurement quota of 180 lakh
tonne fixed by the Union minis-
try of consumer affairs, food
and public distribution.

The state’s total non-basmati
paddy production — which is
procured by government agen-
cies for the public distribution
system — is expected to exceed
220 lakh tonnes this season.
Given the historical trend of
around 90% of the total pro-
duction reaching mandis for
procurement, the quantity
arriving in the markets could
surpass the Centre's approved
quota, putting pressure on the
state’s procurement machinery
and finances.

“The procurement scenario
seems tougher this season, as
we have been signalled by the
Union ministry that the crop
beyond the defined quota will
not be accepted. We hope to
stay within the limits; other-
wise, we will seek an exten-
sion,” a senior official in the
Punjab food and civil supplies
department said.

Haryana experience
raises concerns

The state government's con-
cerns have been heightened by
the Centre’s handling of excess
paddy procurement in Haryana
during the previous season.
Against a quota of 36 lakh ton-
nes, Haryana procured 62 lakh
tonnes in 2025, exceeding its
approved limit by 26 lakh ton-
nes.

The Centre's refusal to
accept the additional quantity
has served as a warning for
Punjab, which is now prepar-
ing to manage a potentially
similar situation.

For the current season, Har-
vana has been allocated a pro-
curement quota ol 59 lakh ton-
nes.

Punjab officials believe the
Centre's approach towards
Haryana indicates that exceed-

Labourers load bags of paddy into a truck at the New Grain Market, in Patiala.

ing the approved procurement
limit could create serious com-
plications for the state.

Initially, the Centre had fixed
Punjab’s procurement target at
156 lakh tonnes, equivalent to
the quantity procured during
the previous season. Following
representations by the state
government, the Centre consid-
ered the average procurement
over three years and revised
the target to 171 lakh tonnes.

The state food department
subsequently sought a further
increase, following which Pun-
jab was permitted to procure
180 lakh tonnes.

The state may have to
approach the Centre again if
the actual procurement
exceeds the sanctioned limit.
Such a request could involve
revising the procurement
quota and increasing the finan-
cial arrangements required to
purchase the additional grain
at the minimum support price
(MSP).

Paddy yield rises
by nearly 9 quintals
per hectare
“According to the results of
crop-cutting experiments, the
production is 67.35 quintals
against last season’s produc-
tion of 58.6 quintals per hec-
tare. We are expecting a
bumper harvest of 220 lakh
tonnes or maybe more,” Punjab
agriculture director Gurjeet
Singh Brar said.

Punjab cultivated paddy over
32.76 lakh hectares during the

current kharif season. Of this,
approximately 6.5 lakh hec-
tares were under premium bas-
mati varieties, which are not
procured by government agen-
cies for the public distribution
system. Conseguently, around
26.25 lakh hectares fall under
the non-basmati paddy area
generally covered by govern-
ment procurement at the MSP.

Favourable factors

for high yield

Explaining the increase in
paddy production, former Pun-
jab Agricultural University
(PAL) vice-chancellor BS Dhil-
lon said Punjab could witness
higher crop output even during
drought conditions because of
several [avourable factors.

According to  Dhillon,
increased sunshine, reduced
incidence of diseases, lower
nutrient leaching and the avail-
ability of adequate irrigation
water can contribute to higher
yields despite deficient rainfall.
He said the authorities would
have to determine how best to
procure and manage the addi-
tional grain generated by the
bumper crop.

PAU director of extension
Makhan Singh Bhullar said
increased paddy production
creates additional challenges
for the government.

Existing rice stocks

add to storage woes
Punjab’s procurement con-
cerns extend beyond the imme-
diate challenge of purchasing

ANIFILE

the current crop. The state's
godowns already hold approxi-
mately 150 lakh tonnes of rice
from the previous three sea-
SONS.

With the current season’s
procurement expected to gen-
erate at least another 120 lakh
tonnes of rice, the total stock
could increase substantially,
adding to the pressure on stor-
age facilities and grain man-
agement arrangements.

Punjab has cash credit
limit of #42,786 cr

To facilitate procurement, Pun-
jab has been sanctioned a cash
credit limit (CCL) of 242,786.68
crore to purchase 180 Jakh ton-
nes of paddy, pay farmers the
MSP of 32,441 per quintal and
meet administrative expenses.

However, if arrivals exceed
the approved procurement
quantity, the state may have to
seek an increase in the CCL to
finance the purchase of addi-
tional paddy.

According to Varinder
Sharma, director of the Punjab
food and civil supplies depart-
ment, they have received an
assessment from the agricul-
ture department indicating that
arrivals would remain within
the approved limit, and
arrangements were made
accordingly.

“We are taking all caution so
that nothing from outside the
state is allowed in Punjab man-
dis and the state farmers are
able to sell their produce,”
Sharma said.
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Agri experts advise farmers
to cultivate rabi crops early

Govind.Maad@timesofindia.com

Margao: With scanty and er-
ratic rainfall already denting
this vear's kharif harvest, ag-
ricultural experts have advi-
sed farmers to start rabi culti-
vation at the earliest, while
the soil still holds moisture,
and to switch to pulses and
other low-water crops. They
also want the agriculture de-
partment to set up demonstra-
tion plots for such crops to gi-
ve farmers confidence.

The experts said the win-
dow is short. The recent sho-
wers have restored some mo-
isture, but if sowing is delay-
ed by 20 days to a month, the
soil will dry out and seeds will
not germinate.

Fr George Guadros of Don
Bosco Loutolim Society esti-
mated that about one-third of
the paddy area was affected,
including fields where far-
mers did not plant because of
the late and erratic rain.

“The higher areas will not
have the production because
they rely totally on the rain
that was absent,” he said, ad-
ding that low-lying fields,
where most of Goa's paddy is
grown, will be spared.

According to the Econo-
mic Survey 2025-26, in 2024-25,
kharif paddy production
fell to 77,768 tonnes from
1,001,688 tonnes the previous
year, with average yield drop-
ping from 4,335 to 3,257 kg per
hectare. Rabi paddy was stea-
dier at 37.110 tonnes, and total
paddy production slipped to
1,14,878 tonnes from 1,42,056
tonnes. The Survey's figures
show rabi pulses on 3,829 ha
produced 3,539 tonnes, and ve-
getables from 8,863 ha vielded
1,10.880 tonnes.

Former director of agri-

a month, the soil will dry out and seeds will not germinate, said experts

culture Nevil Afonso agreed
that kharif has been hit
this year only in areas where
crops were sown late. While
he said kharif vield will be
greatly reduced, the rabi erop
may not be affected if water
bodies get filled by the post-
monsoon rainfall.

Quadros was more pessi-
mistic about paddy in the rabi
season that depends entirely
on water bodies as some lakes
were not desilted and some
bunds were closed too late to
harvest water. He foresees ra-
bi paddy falling by as much as
50% on average. Areas such as
Curtorim, the granary of Sal-
cete, are an exception, he said,
as the bunds there were closed
early and the lakes are full.

For farmers who cannot
grow paddy this rabi, the ex-
perts suggested alternatives,
Sachin Tendulkar, an agro re-
searcher, recommended
short-duration crops like mo-
ong, which thrive on residual

moisture. He also suggested
bajra, which doubles as fod-
der, and said farmers need not

limit themselves to field
crops, as ancillary crops
arean option.

“Farmers should go in for
rabi crop now when there is
enough residual moisture, Al-
sothe dew inthe air willadd to
the soil moisture,” he said.

Afonso explained the usu-
al rabi pattern. After harves-
ting kharif paddy, farmers go
for wvegetables or chawli
(black-eved pea). Chawli is
grown on sandy soils with go-
od water-holding capacity
and survives on the little mo-
isture in the soil. Watermelon
is grown the same way in Nu-
vem, Majorda and Cansau-
lim, whereas hinterland far-
mers must water regularly In
hilly areas, farmers depend
on streams, ponds, wells and,
in parts of South Goa, the Se-
laulim dam. The other main
pattern is vegetables, about

80% of which is chilli, along
withradish, onionandothers.
Many fields in Saleete are irri-
gated from lakes, and vegetab-
le cultivation needs enough
water in streams, lakes and
nallahs, hesaid.

Tendulkar said the depart-
ment must back the shift to al-
ternate crops. “Adequate de-
mo plots should be set up by
the agriculturedepartment to
promote crop change,” he sa-
id. Heasked thedepartment to
plan alternate crop selection
and to bear the input costs of
demoplots so that farmers are
willing to take the risk.

Theexpertsalsopicked ho-
les in Goa's water manage-
ment. Quadros said no prepa-
rations were made for a poor
season and that farmers were
caught unpreparved. He wants
govtto invest in ponds and wa-
terr preservation through vil-
lage-based plans drawn up
with farmers and tenants, rat-
her than a top-down scheme,
Funds, he said, should go only
tovillages with good planning
and execution.

Tendulkar said water dis-
tribution societies exist “just
for name's sake” and have
not been revived or strengthe-
ned. He called for a water
audit to establish how much
of the water released is actu-
ally used and where it leaks.
He also suggested a citizen
alert system, on the lines of
the traffic or garbage sentinel
schemes, for reporting leaks
s0 they are fixed immediately.
Revival of traditional water
conservation technigues wo-
uld help make fields self-suffi-
cient, he said.

Afonso called for long-
term water conservation
measures backed by commu-
nity support.

‘Restoring degraded landscapes can boost rural income’

AJ Vinayak

Mangaluru

Restoring degraded land-
scapes can be a viable
strategy for improving rural
incomes, provided restora-
tion is planned and steered
by local communities with an
aim to enhance livelihoods
and the sustainable use of
natural resources, according
to Ruchika Singh, Executive
Programme Director - Food,
Land and Water, WRI India.

She said thatalmost of half
of India's agricultural soils
have poor soil health and low
soil organic carbon impact-
ing agricultural productivity.
This is due to excessive use of
chemical fertilisers, mono-
culture of crops, soil erosion,
erc.

WRI India works with dis-
trict administration and local
communities in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Sidhi district to bring
water and greenery back to
farms and forests. In Maha-
rashtra, it is working with tri-
bal villages in Korchi block of
Gadchiroli district on a plan
to restore their forests, farms
and water sources.

In an e-interaction with
businessline, Singh said the
experiences of Gadchiroli
and Sidhi highlight the im-
portance of an integrated
landscape approach that
links ecological restoration
with agricultural productiv-
ity, livelihood security and

local enterprise
development.
AIDING INTERVENTIONS

Practical interventions such

as bringing rice fallows under
cultivation, promoting agri-
horti forestry, scaling nutri
gardens (home gardens for
nutritional security), adopt-
ing integrated nutrient and
pest management strategies,
water efficient paddy cultiva-
tion, tree-based interven-
tions, and conservation and
management  of  water
sources have the potential to
increase cropping intensity,
address food and nutrition
security gaps, contribute to
the flow of key ecosystem
services and generate addi-
tional livelihoods while
restoring landscapes and
building resilient communit-
ies in Gadchiroli.

A key lesson that can be
replicated across districts is
the need to align restoration
opportunities with local de-

velopment priorities,
strengthen community insti-
tutions, converge public fin-
ancing and build viable mar-
ket linkages for
restoration-associated
products.

Stating thart restoration in-
terventions cannot be replic-
ated uniformly, she said they
must respond to local ecolo-
gical conditions, land-use
and ownership considera-
tions, available natural re-
sources, community priorit-
ies and existing livelihood
systems.

Gadchiroli's  predomin-
antly rain-fed agriculture,
forest resources and post-
MONSDON Wwater stress re-
quire a context-specific com-
bination of agricultural,
forest and water-manage-
ment interventions, she said.
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A carbon market for agri-based income

SHASHAMNK PANDEY

Th deathas is & 1991
Goonge Maon U

with b T W
on D, He lnworking

ot carkon murket. o s ton in Lt Pradeth

The Aadi private carbon project, which has paid
farmers for something they could prove, has seta
benchmark that is as much legal as agronomic

OH SEPTEMBER 17, the director genaal
of the Indian Cowne i of Agrscaitunal Re
search (ICARLin Ludhiana, initiied dinect
benefit tramders of over £2.9 aome to
2,350 &armersin Punjaband bHaryana, The
musneywas payment for carbon sored in
theirsoil Betwoen 1019 and 203 1 these
famer adoptod direct-aseded ree,
reduced il lype and resdd ue masugeme ni
wnaier the A progransene, x privale car
b pregect pon b ros I ndigowith iech
il guidanee frens AR and repitenad
with Verra under its agricuitural land
management methodology. The first
Issuance covered about RO xoresand
produced more than 50,000 onedits
Imdividual famers received between
T A00and T 15000, dagending on the
eroxd it v faed frodis th i cwr fcdi,
Thetramiferof fundsidgraficant for
hased carb

lighting cense oo e bigpe st brse s tnthe
cartom muarie: delsy. Bt the delayis
normal incident of the exsting domestic
carhonmariet A carhon credit represents.
atonmne of Co } that would otheretue be in
the atrnosphere, and the market for it de

pendson thedaim being demonstrable.
Farmsedi with slmslar holdin g reccined
different ansowts Becase their fekd
sy s bewed o e rewnt quuntties whichi
precisely bow an cuteonss- Based broing-
rsent should Bebuwve. Compare the ton-
dency across several state
Programmes io announce

e oA PT AT TS, S ke e
pevate disckee mone of L The rte pevcne.

dit. hare retained by the aggregator and
theverifier, treatmentof advanceson il

ure, and forum for divpast e renain un-
published, and theenrolnuen instrement
Itwelf i rarchy avallable A rulur.nnrwhn

lishioxd fomer, A presredy private aggregaon
with nia publiicschentatic anchar, i in sev-
eral grouped projects now listing across
thie Indo-Gangetic plain, leaves consent
and meavarensent tothe developer s disc
rethoan, el wecet field e rting Froem Ut
tar Pradesh found village heads anawae

s berd o a -
oo these terms b nota |m|:qmr| ||| '

of T |,
Weme of this rakes dadia cemplete

nuatloet He bua supplicrofa
whaose price he doeunot know, 10 8 Buyer
Trer e vl fedematefy, DM sckormure o the lind
seen in Ludhiana should be
the minimam condtionof

projectod credit volumes
and mupee values years
bedfore any lvuance. Uttar
Pradeah’s  agrofoscitry
schgnie has publiciued 41
lakhesmitiand € 103 crore,

e fusturg of e g
et i et b i, i of the
fhrst irectanceswhere an | ndandarmer hus
been paid, through a traceable public
process, for a measured environmental
ouspoene rather handoracre georinputs.
Three jeatures of the tanucton deserve
stbention, hecase together they doscribe
what a aredible famy cashon narket
rrcuires, and becaue much of what i
being buadkeluew haore in the country does

et yet meet thatandind,
The fiest ks that paymeent was done
posit-muzasurement. The practioe was ad
ol

e s for
it skx fomend clrche pnjecta
record annual estimates

The project will be
judged on whether
its second monitor
ing cycle, covering
farmiers who joined
after 2022, holds up
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T explores sat tech to
optimise fertilizer use

Sribala.vadlapatia
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Telangana is ex-
ploring satellite-based techno-
logy to assess soil nutrient av-
ailability and provide fertili-
zer-use recommendations to
70 lakh farmers in view of the
anticipated impact of E1Nino.
At a review meeting at the
secretariat on Wednesday, mi-
nister Tummala Nageswara
Rao discussed a digital agri-
culture system presented by
German representatives.

Using satellite data and Al,
the technology estimates nit-
rogen, phosphorus, potassium
and other nutrients in soil,

enabling

recommendations

tailored to crop requirements.

Representatives said the
system could identify excessi-
ve fertiliser use and nutrient
deficiencies, with comprehen-
sive information on fertiliser
consumption. Tummala said
farmers depended on urea and
NPK fertilizers, stressing the
need to promote balanced nut-
rient application.

Fertiliser security is food security, and BRICS
offers India a way to strengthen both
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‘TO BE IMPLEMENTED ONCE WE GET COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE’

India-US trade pact 1% phase finalised
& legal drafting underway, says Goyal

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi, October 15

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said the first
phase of the India-US trade
pact has been finalised
and is undergoing legal
drafting.

He expressed the hope
that the legal drafting too
would be finalised soon
and operationalised once
India secures a competi-
tive advantage over its peer
countries.

“US bilateral trade
agreement’s first tranche
has been finalised and it
is going through final con-
tours, the legal drafting,
and we hope to be able to
finalise that soon and oper-
ationalise that once we get
the comparable advantage
or competitive advantage
over our peer countries,”
Goyal said here at the SRCC
Centenary Conclave,

The minister added that
his comments on the US-
India pact “are consistent
and exactly what I've said
vesterday and what 1 said
a week ago and what | said
three months ago. So noth-
ing new in that”.

Sunrya S Prorar

goad zone. We anticipate

Miriate Piyueh Goyal | Gt st peg
THEINDIA-EUFTAWILL  hepetrs e
BEINKED INDECEMBER > ‘Thereisa work
AND WOULD COME R
INTO FORCE FROM &based on some of the out-
FEBRUARYORMARCH o meer tsecion) oot
NEXT YEAR, HE SAID mgﬁ:.m“'

Healso said that the free  signing the deal at the ear-
trade agreement between  liest possible time,” he told
India and the European reporters here.

Union will be inked in
December and would
come into force from Feb-
ruary or March next year.
Later, Commerce Sec-
retary Rajesh Agrawal said
that the negotiations on
the US trade pact are mov-
ing in the right direction.
“Probably we are in a
very good zone. We antici-
pate closing the deal and

Agarwal added that
the trade deal has to be
signed when the overall
tariff structure would be
formalised in the US.

“So there is a parallel
work being done in the
US also to get back the
tariff structure and based
on some of the outcomes
under (Section) 301, we
will progress towards sign-

ing the deal at a mutually
agreed time,” he said.

Regarding the legal
drafting of the pact, Agar-
wal said it is going on.

“The idea is when you
do a trade deal, the trade
deal has also a very impor-
tant component that it
gives you not only mar-
ket access in each other's
market, it gives you pref-
erential market access in
each other's market. So in
that context, India has to
get a preferential market
access with their competi-
tors. And that is something
which will come as a part
of the new tariff frame-
work that the US is work-
ing on,” the secretary said.

On whether the frame-
work will take into account
the US Trade Representa-
tive's Section 301 investiga-
tions on concerns related
to excess capacity, he said:
“I think all other issues will
get settled as part of the
deal”.

Earlier this month,
India and 14 other coun-
tries called for coordinated
global action to curb excess
industrial production that
distorts markets, hurts
domestic industries and

contributes to an imbal-
ance between supply and
demand.

On this, the secretary
said: “Excess capacity due
to non-market forces or
non-market interventions
has been something which
India has also been appos-
ing in a big way". He added
that excess capacity being
created as a result of non-
market policies is detri-
mental to global trade.

When asked if the US’
Lindsey O Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026, which autho-
rises US President Donald
Trump to impose tariffs up
to 100 per cent on largest
buyers of Russian oil and
gas, will also be part of the
new tariff framework, he
said “hopefully when it
(pact) is signed, hopefully
we will have more clarifica-
tion on that. But definitely
India will look at more tar-
iff stability and trade sta-
bility as a part of the deal”.

Earlier this month,
US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said the US
and India were working to
finalise a bilateral trade
deal but an agreement was
not imminent.

Deficientrains take tollon paddy
plantation, acreage dlps 15.6Lha

TREINE NEWS SERVICH

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER B
Rice emerged as the worst-hit
major khanf erop this season,
with the area under cultivation
declining by 1556 lakh
hectares, or 3.5 per cent, come
pared with the comresponding
period last year, according to
the Agriculture Ministry's
final cropwise sowing data
released on Tuesday.

As of October 2, paddy had
been sown on 43362 lakh
hectares, down from 440,18
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reporting a decline of 423
lakh hectares, with acreage

lakh hectares ayear earlier falling to 6.2 lakh hectares.
The decline in rice acreage Uttar Pradesh, the coun-
was significantly steeper than  try's largest rice-producing

that recorded for any other
major kharif crop, underscor-
ing the impact of uneven and
below-normal rainfall during
the southwest monsoan season
an paddy cultivation

Among the states, Telan-
gana recorded the sharpest
fall in rice acreage, with the
area under cultivation declin-
ing by 4.26 lakh hectares o
22,99 lakh hectares from 27.25
lakh hectares last year Kar-
nataka folowed closely,

state, saw paddy acreage
decline by 1,84 lakh hectares
to 6921 lakh hectares, while
Madhya Pradesh recorded a
fall of 175 lakh hectares.
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu reported declines of 1.7
lakh hectares and 141 lakh
hectares, respectively.
Jharkhand and Maha-
rashtra also recorded sub-
stantial reductions in paddy
acreage, with declines of 1
lakh hectares and 1.15 lakh

hectares, respectively.

The overall decline was
partially offset by increases
in a few states, Odisha
recorded the largest gain,
adding 066 lakh hectares
under rice cultivation, fol
lowed by Assam at 0.59 lakh
hectares and Bihar at 0.26
lakh hectares. Gujarat,
Haryana and Punjab also
reported marginal increases,

The data showed a mixed
trend acrossother kharif orops,

Total pulses acreage
increased by 2,57 lakh hedares
t0 122,39 lakh hectares, Within
the category, urad acreage rose
Ly 2.96 lakhhectares and arhar

by 1.49 lakh hectares, while
moong acreage declined by
117 lakh hectares. Among
coarse cereals, acreageunder
jowar increased by 1.30 lakh
hectares and bajra by 2.00
lakh hectares. Maize, howev-
er, recorded a decline of 2.8
lakh hectares.

Oilseeds registersd a margin-
alincreaseof 1.11 lakh hectares
to 196,66 lakh hedares. Sesame
acreage rose by 137 lakh
hectares and sunflower by 0.59
lakh hectares, while castor
acreage declined by 0,80 lakh
hectares. Cotton  acreage
stood at 110.53 lakh hectares,
down 0.55 lakh hectares from
111.08 lakh hectares a year
ago. Sugarcane acreage also
declined marginally, falling
by 0.26 lakh hectares.

The sowing data comes
against the backdrop of an
uneven southwest monsoon,
with rainfall deficits affecting
agricultural operations in
several regions. The sharp
contraction in paddy acreage
issignificant given rice's role
in India’s foodgrain produe-
tion and security.
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Rabi MSP hike
to help farmers:
Agri minister

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAY AWADA, SEPT. 30

Agriculture Minister K.
Atchannaldu on Wedne-
sday welcomed the Cen-
tre's decision to increase
the minimum support
prices (MSP) for all desig-
nated rabi crops for the
2027-28 marketing season,
saying this would be of
great help to farmers.

The decision was taken
at a meeting of the cabl-
net commitiee on eco-
nomic affairs chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Moddi.

According to
Atchannaidu, the MSP for
wheat has been fixed at
¥2.610 per quintal, barley
2,286, gram 25,958,
masur 7,390, rapeseed
and mustard 76,613 and
safflower ¥7.215,

Compared with the pre-

vious season, the mini-
mum support prices for
safflower has been
increased by 675 per
quintal, rapeseed and
mustard by 2413, masur
by 2300, barley by T138,
gram by 83 and wheat by
225,

The minister sald the
higher support prices for
pulses and ollseeds would
encourage farmers to
diversify thelr crops and
help strengthen the agri-
cultural economy.

Atchannaida said the
state government was
taking steps to ensure
timely availability of
seeds, fertilisers and
other agricultural inputs
to farmers.

Where necessary, mar-
ket intervention would
also bhe undertaken to
ensure remunerative
prices for farm produce.

Bihar Joins Maha, UP
in Curbing Sale of
Non-subsidised Fert

Shambhavi Anand

New Delhi: Bihar joined Maha-
rashtraand Uttar Pradesh inrest-
ricting the sale of non-subsidised
fertilisers by companies supply-
ing government-subsidised pro-
ducts such as urea, di-ammoni-
um phosphate, NPK complexes
and muriate of potash, adecision
that industry executives say co-
uld affect farmers’ access to ne-
wer crop nutrition technologies.

The restrictions could potentially
limit the range of products availab-
le to farmers through existing dis-
tribution networks. For the compa-
nies that sell specialty fertilisers,
micronutrients and other crop nut-
rition products alongside conven-
tional fertilisers, this could cause
an up to ¥120 crore loss in margins,
according to industry estimates.
The move comes at a time when fer-
tiliser industry executives say they
are seeking to promote the use of
moreefficient nutrients and encou-
rage farmers to adopt advanced
crop nutrition products to improve
yields and soil health.

Unlike conventional fertilisers,
whose retail prices are either cont-
rolled or supported by government
subsidies, non-subsidised products
are generally sold at market-deter-
mined prices. In a joint letter dated
October 9, some top industry play-
ers urged the Bihar government to

review its order, warning that the
move could restrict farmers’ access
to essential nutrients and affect soil
health and crop productivity Bi-
har's low soil organic carbon levels
make balanced nutrient application
particularly important, said the let-
ter, which ET has seen. “Restricting
these products could discourage in-
vestment in new crop nutrition
technologies and reduce farmers’
acecess to alternatives that may help
improve fertiliser-use efficiency,”
said a top executive at a large fertili-
ser manufacturer that sells subsidi-

sed and non-subsi-
— dised products.
Move comes This could also
amid disrupt manufac-
industry turing operations
effortsto of fertiliser com-
promote panies producing
advanced organic and sulp-
crop nutrition  hur-based pro-
products to ducts, as well as
improve supplies  routed
yields and through  dealers
soil health under the govern-

ment's one-stop
fertiliser outlet model, the official
said. The restrictions are aimed at
preventing tagging, a practice in
which dealers or suppliers make
the purchase of non-subsidised pro-
ducts a condition for obtaining sub-
sidised fertilisers. In UP, the restric-
tions took effect on January 1, 2026,
covering non-subsidised products
sold by major fertiliser suppliers.
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‘Centre has entered rabi season
with 34% higher fertiliser stock’

Pallavi Singhal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union agriculture
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Tuesday said the Centre has
entered the 2026-27 rabi season
with 16.4 million tonnes (MT) of
fertiliser in stock, 4.1 MT more
that at the start of the last year's
rabi season. The opening stock
was 12.3 MT last year, which
means the stock this year is
about 34% higher.

Addressing a press confer-
ence during the National Agri-
culture Conference, the minis-
ter said the government has
assessed the total fertiliser
requirement for rabi 2026-27 at
38.1 MT. Of this, urea accounts
for 19.9 MT, diammonium phos-
phate (DAP) for 5.5 MT, nitro-
gen, phosphorus and potassium
(NPK) fertilisers for 7.9 MT, sin-
gle super phosphate (SSP) for 3.1
MT and muriate of potash
(MOP) for 1.6 MT.

“This year’s stock is higher
than last year and will help
meet the season’s requirement,”
Chouhan said.

The higher opening stock
comes as fertiliser sales during
the ongoing kharif season have
remained below the govern-

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

ment’s assessed requirement.
According to official figures,
as of September 25, fertiliser
utilisation during kharif
remained below the assessed
requirement. Urea requirement
stood at 19 MT, against sales of
17.8 MT, while DAP sales were
4.5 MT, against a requirement
of 5.6 MT. Overall fertiliser
requirement was 38.4 MT, com-
pared with sales of 32.3 MT.
The government attributed
part of the decline in sales to
tighter monitoring under its
digital fertiliser sales frame-
work. It said total fertiliser sales
had fallen by about 27% from
last year, while sales in border
districts declined 37.56%. About
88.2% of purchases were made
within the government’s recom-

mended fertiliser-use frame-
work, while around 11.8% of
purchases were outside it,
according to the government.

Meanwhile, the government
has also reported a surplus in
certified seed availability for
rabi crops.

Against a requirement of 30.7
million quintals, about 4.9 mil-
lion quintals of additional certi-
fied and quality seed are availa-
ble, according to the briefing.

The government said seed
availability is adequate across
major rabi crops, including
cereals, potato, pulses and oil-
seeds. States and agencies have
been asked to coordinate to
ensure timely movement of seed
to areas where it is required.

The Centre has also asked
states to join the SATHI portal,
which is intended to improve
monitoring of the seed supply
chain and help check the sale of
fake and poor-quality seeds.

The government is also push-
ing for faster payment to farm-
ers selling pulses. States have
been asked to maintain a
‘Revolving Fund’ with govern-
ment procurement agencies so
that farmers can be paid within
72 hours of selling their pro-
duce.

Telangana seeks 100% MSP
procurement amid drought

Half of State’s mandals are drought-hit; Agriculture Minister suggests lifting of 25% procurement
cap on major crops; the ‘khet bachao abhivan’ will be implemented from October 22, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

rought conditions
n are prevailing
across 315 out of

621 mandals in Telangana
and different sections are
awaiting relief measures
from the Centre, State
Agriculture Minister Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao has
said. He has requested the
Centre to provide wage
employment work to farm-
workers and water conser-
vation works widely under
the Viksit Bharat - Guaran-

tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin)
programme.

Mr. Rao said that the
khet bachao abhiyan would

Dashed hopes: Paddy crop withe

g without rain in Pulkal mandal

in Sangareddy district of Telangana. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

be implemented in the
State from October 22 to
30 with the national agri-
cultural institutions and
universities. During a vir-
tual meeting chaired by
Union Agriculture Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, he
sought additional budge-
tary allocation for micro-ir-
rigation implements and
inter-cropping seed.
Reiterating the request
for 100% procurement of

maize, jowar, and other
major crops, Mr. Rao sug-
gested lifting of the 25%
cap on the procurement of
such crops under the mini-
mum support price-price
support scheme opera-
tions. He further wanted
the Centre to rationalise
the prices of fertilizers and
subsidies.

He said that such mea-
sures were necessary in
the wake of the El Nifio im-
pact on the State as they
would help farmers con-
trol the loss to some ex-
tent.

He felt that farmers
would adapt to the crop
pattern changes only if
their produce was pro-
cured entirely at MSP.
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FTAs will unlock export opportunities for farmers, MSMEs

PM Modi wants to ensure FTA benefits reach workers and small businesses, says Commerce Minister Goyal

New DeLmn

COMMERCE Minister Pi-
yush Goyal said on Wednes
day that the muliple free
trade  agreements  {FTAs)
concluded in recent years
have opened immense op-
pontunitics for India's export
ers, and the Narendm Modi
government’s focus B om
ensuring these benefits reach
the farmsers, workers, wom-
e, youth, MEMEs, and small
businesses, enabling them
tor take more Made in lndia
products 1o global markets
To help them make the
maost of these opportunities,
the Centre's  Department

of Commerce is organising  sensitive  sectors,  indlud-  ment to facilitate $20 billion As we embark on this
dedicated FTA outreach ini-  ing dairy, remain protected,  in investment into India  promising journey tomor.
tlatives in collaboration with  keeping Ermers’ welfare at  holds immense potential to  row, | extend my best wishes
state governments” the min the heart of the governments  strengthen  manufacturing, 1o our exporters, busin .
ister said ina post on X approach infrastructure, services and  MSMEs and entreprencurs.

Appreciating Goa  Chiel He further stated that  inmevation, suppo; en- | encourage them make
Minister Pramod Sawants  New Zealnds  commit terprise and employ L full use of this agreement,

outreach event in the staie

snse— (ladeegieementimay doublebilateliall | ==t=sr: [T :

local businesses
new export markes,
sabd: “More such initk
will be arganised acr

country to help every state
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significant opportunities for within five years could be i i
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henefits of the trade agree- Marendra Modi for this ini enhance the co te, cocoa and spice; cene.

ment reach ordi citi- tative,” he said. Khandelwal o Indian prod als; processed foods; textiles
2ems, Chawla said exponters said many Indian sectors, and ¢ g beather and
needed better s 1o af- especially automobiles, auto footwear;  pharmaceuticals:
fordable financing and dedi- spare parts, grains and puls-  entreprencursand exporters.  engineering goods; marine
cated support schemes. s, electromics, electrical and The agreement alo pro.  products; plastics and rub.

“Indian tmders curnently pharmascenticals, will mow  vides for New Zealand o ber
need cash the most. The facilitate $20 billion in in. India protects sensitive
s«»\\'llklm.'ﬂl shoul intro- vestments into India while sectors
duce schemes specifically 1o expanding  opportunities
mﬂmn exports. Schemes for Indian pridessianals amd hdes  products
already exist, but they need ing strength -n-l sup I\lrl\ youth, ered sensitive from a
|..|~..\|u...|“|'| the vision of Local to Glob- lndia and New Zealand  domestic perspective
al, ‘Astmonicbhar Bharat' b sei The mapor categorics arc
and "Viksit Bharat acts (enilk, cream,

exclusion Tist pri-

Traders may receive orders, Khandelwal said the pact urt, cheesel; ani
bust they nood funds 1o ex- would create significant ex M, with mdustry rop- mal products (other than
wcule them, which port opportunities for sec reentatives describing the  sheep meat); vegetable prod

ns, chana,

v
come from banks. Banks tors incheding textiles and  FTA as a potential driver of  ucts such as o
should introduce more flex apparel, leather and foot-  exports, employment gener-  peas, comn. almonds);
ible schemes for exposters w ms and jewelery.  ationand economic growth,  and artificial honey; animsal,
with lower imterest rates,” e s poods, autonwe- Kharadeheal sl the pact  vegetable or microbial fats
added. hl]n and aute components demonstrales  how  Prime  and oils

Urea offers fall in sign of
casing global fertiliser costs

India, amajor fertiliser
importer, received offersin a
urea tender nearly 10 per
cent below its August pur-
chase price, signaling some
relief for global farmers who
have faced surging input
costs this year. Indian Potash
Ltd, which also imports urea
on behalf of the government,
received offers for the west
coast between $356.25 and
$416.50 atonin a tender that
closed Wednesday, accord-
ing to traders with direct
knowledge of the tender.

Offers for supplies to the east
coast ranged between $352.10
and $465a ton, they said. In
both regions, the total
volume offered was more
than double the amount the
agency is seeking. India’s
purchases are watched asa
price benchmark for other
importers, who have faced
volatile costs this year after
the war in Iran curbed the
vital West Asian supply. The
country paid as much as $959
a tonne for urea when the
conflict began. BLOOMBERG
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Iertiliser sales plunge
in border districts after
farmer-ID checks

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 23 Octaber

Fertiliser sales fell by 37.56 per
cent in select border districts
between the kharif seasons of
2025 and 2026, after purchases
began to be linked to farmer
IDs, crop requirements and
land records via AgriStack and
other digital platforms, accord-
ing to a government analysis.
The sharp decline in offtake
has raised questions about the
extent of earlier fertiliser diver-
sion, including the possible
cross-border smuggling of sub-
sidised urea intoneighbouring
countriessuch as Nepal, Bang-
ladesh and Myanmar, where
prices are higher, officials said.
The findings come as the ferti-
liser subsidy bill threatens to
touch I3 trillion in FY27, sig-
nificantly above the Budget Es-
timate of about 1.7 trillion.
Urea is sold in India at a

heavily subsidised price of
about 265 for a 45 kg bag, or
roughly ¥6 per kg. By compari-
son, the estimated global
landed price was about 31,674
for a 45 kg bag in September
2026, based on a price of $392 a
tonne and an exchange rate of
¥04.88 to the dollar. Landed
prices had touched $950 a
tonne in May. The price differ-
ential also creates an incentive
to divert subsidised agricul-
tural-grade urea for industrial
use. Technical grade urea, in-
tended for industrial applica-
tions, currently costs aboutX70

per kg in India, officials said.
Government data shows
that the decline in fertiliser
offtake ranged from 17.35 per
cent in select border districts
of Meghalaya to 81.42 per cent
in border districts of Tripura
after sales were linked to Agri-
Stack and related platforms.
Turn to Page 6 p

Farmersin Punjab &

Haryana bag highest
share in urea subsidy

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 23

INDICATING ASKEWED distri-
bution across states, farmers in
Punjaband Haryana cornered
the largest share in the average
annual nitrogen furea subsidy
overthe three years till FY25 —
fiveto ten times more than their
counterparts in Keralam,Assam
and Himachal Pradesh.

The annual per-hectare
outgo for farmers in Punjab
stood at ¥25,701, in Haryana
21,071 and in Uttar Pradesh
¥16,535,according to a policy
paper released by the Indian
Council for Research on Inter-
national Economic Relations
(ICRIER) on Friday. Farmers in
Keralam received 2,540,
Assam ¥4,703 and Himachal
Pradesh ¥4,701. Farmers in
Bihar (¥16,416) and Telangana
(¥14,651)also received signifi-
cantlyhigher subsidies.

Interms ofvalue of cropout-
put, the contrast is similarly
wide among states, indicating
uneven distribution of subsidy
outgo. Fertiliser  subsidy
accounted for 9.9%of crop out-
putvaluein Punjaband 9.2%in

UNEVEN OUTGO

Top five states in terms of share
in urea/nitrogen subsidy
{(t/per hectare/annum})

N 25
CErS—- - 2107

Uittar Pradesh + 16,535
16418
engers VLY

Souree: (CRIER, all data based on
average of three years ending FY 25

Haryana, compared with only
14%and 1.5%in Keralam and
Himachal Pradesh,according to
the paper.Urea is currently sold
at ¥266.50 per 45-kg bag
against global prices exceeding
4,000 a bag. This price has
remained unchanged since
March 2018, and 40 million
tonne of urea was consumed in
India in FY26. Fertiliser subsidy
islikely in therange of ¥2.4 2-
3.32lakh croreinFY27.
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Bayer Plans to Launch Products

Addressing Side E

JULIO TRIANA

PRESIDENT, CONSUMER HEALTH DIVISION, BAYER

Bayer AGis assessing opportunities to
bring products addressing side
effects associated with glucagon-like
peptide-1 (GLP-1) obesity drugs to
Inddia, as the nearly C46 billion Ger-
man cropand life sciences company
seoks to expand (s presence in the
country. The company is exploring
opportunities acrass digestive health,
nutrition, multivitamins and protein
supplements to address side effects
such asconstipation, nausea and
muscle boss among patients on GLP-1
therapies, Julio Triana, president of
Bayer's Consumer Health Division
and member of the Board of Manage-
ment of Bayer AG, tobd ET's Rica
Bhattacharyya & Vikas Dandehar.
Bayer aims to tripleitsconsumer
health business in india by 2030,
anticipating that the country will
become its third-largest consumer
health market globally. Edited ex-
cerpts:

How Important is India to Bayer's
consumer heaith business, and
what is your growth ambition?

We shoubd be able totriple the India
business interms of the revenue
between now and 2030, We have five
marketsthat are a priogity forusin
consumer health, including the US,
which is the largest marketin the
waorld for consumer health, China,
Germany, and then India and Brazil. In
this pecking order,  hope Indiawill get
tathird, We alsowould need to be able

1o bring inmare colleagues tobe able
todrive that business.

Which product categories affer the
biggest growthopportunitiesin
India?

There'sa huge opportunity inderma,
Derma for us makes upabout 25% of
our business worldwide. And here (in
India) it's very small, but the category
ishuge and it's growing. and it's even
growing faster than the pain category
{imwhich the company sells Saridon).
Butwe need tocontinue toinnavate in
terms of what the Indian consumer
wants. Same thing with Supradyn.

Anather important area is digestive
health, especially in markets like India
(which face significant challenges
with gut health).

Wealsohavea lotof new entrants in
our space, We're notonly competing
against the typical companies likeus,
the global players, but weare compe-
ting with local players, toe, who can
sometimes be even fiercer. So, we are
g running Bayer with anew opera-
ting system, which has empowered
the local teams to pick upall the
market and consumer signals and
move as quickly as they can.

GLP-1drugs are transforming
obesity treatment. What
opportunities doyou seein
products addressing their side
effects?

The GLP-15 have brought in a seismic
sort of innovation inta the market. ILis

Q EXPANSION PLAN
Weshouldbeableto
triple the India business
intermsof the revenue
betweennowand 2030

something that benef|ts too many
peaple. But, aswith any such medica-
tions, they do havea lot of side effects
that other products can help address.
Inthe US, wehavea product called
MiraLAX for canstipation. Oneaf the
sideeffects of GLP-1s isconstipation -
navsea and sarcopeniaare some other
effects. And there we have afull range
of productsintermsof nutrition,
multivitamins and single supple-
ments.

Will Bayer bring these products to
India?

Yies. The beam is dofng an assessment.

We will support the team to bring
whatever products they want tobring
to Indiaafter scanning themarket, We
alsohaveavery good network of
contract manufacturing here. From
the idea to be able to have samething
inthe market inindia, it should be
veryquick,

Will Bayer consider acquisitions or
partnerships India?
We would runthe business ourselves,
50 we're building our own distribution
= and so we would not look for a
distributing partner... the more pro-
ducts we bringin, we would look for
partnerships in manufacturing.- And
wewould look out for inorganic
Browth opportunities.

How will you compete with indian
companies that often havea pricing
advantage?

We have astrategy that wecall “road
tabillions™. As partof that, inconsu-
mer health, aur aspiration is that we
bringas manyof these solutions to as
many people as possible. We don't
want our products toonly be for rich
countries that can buy expensive
vitamins, etc. it's a strategy that
makes sure that our products are
reaching as many hausenalds as
passible.

How do you view India's regulatory
environment for over-the-counter
medicines?

| believe that right now that's not an
impediment for the plans that we
have. We're of the opinion that self-
careisreally important. There'sgotto
be asignificant level of responsibility.

ffects of GLP-1

Centre extends scheme to fund
post-harvest infrastructure

vijay.roy@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

their produce until they can
sellitat better prices.
According to government

he Union government
has approved the con-
tinuation of its Nagship
Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund (AIF) scheme beyond 30
September 2026, extending its
operational timeline until 31
March 2027. The move would
bolster agricultural infrastruc-
ture and improve access to
financing for projects in the
farm sector, said two people
aware of the development.
The extension is expected to
boost investment in post-har-
vest infrastructure and com-
munity farming assets,
improving storage, processing
and supply-chain efficiency.
Thisissignificant given that
India loses agricultural pro-
duce worth 3153 trillion annu-
ally to post-harvest inefficien-
cies. “The Department of
Expenditure has conveyed its
approval for extending the
Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund scheme until 31 March
2027. The extension will
ensure continuity of the pro-
gramme and give eligible ben-

Centre extends Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund scheme

until 31 March 2027.

MINT

eficiaries more time to under-
take agricultural infrastruc-
ture projects,” said one of the
two people cited earlier.

The Agriculture Infrastruc-
ture Fund scheme provides
financing support for post-
harvest infrastructure such as
cold storages, warehousesand
grading units through interest
subventionand credit guaran-
tee benefits. By facilitating the
creation of such facilities
closer to farms, the govern-
ment aims to reduce crop
waslage and help larmersstore

datareviewed by Mint, asof 25
October, lending institutions
sanctioned about ¥1.03 trillion
under the fund for 228,428
projects sincelaunchin 2020-
21. The Agriculture Infrastruc-
ture Fund scheme has mobil-
ised over X1.75 trillion for the
agriculture sector. The data
shows that Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjaband Gujarat are among
top beneficiaries of the fund.

“The extension of the
scheme ensures continued
support for strengthening
agricultural infrastructure and
enhancing post-harvest man-
agement across the country,”
said Puneet Singh Thind,
founder and director, North-
ern Farmers Mega FPO, a fed-
eration of farmer-producer
organizations from five North
Indian states,

Queries emailed to the
Union ministry ofagriculture
and farmers welfare on 23
October remained unan-
swered till press time.,

For an extended version of
this story, go te livemint.com.
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5 dists attract 11,732 cr
investment proposals

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, OCT. 26

The five districts of
Tirupati, Chittoor,

Annamayya, Kadapa and

ellore are set to attract
proposed industrial invest-
ments of T11,731.68 crore
through 67 memoranda of
understanding {(MaUs)
exchanged at the conclud-
ing regional investment
conference held at KREA
University in Sri City on

Monday. The proposals
have the potential to gener-
ate 20,879 jobs.

The conference marked
the conclusion of Andhra
Pradesh’s series of five
regional Investment confer-
ences held in
Visakhapatnam, KaKinada,
Amaravati, Anantapur and
Tirupati. Across the five
meetings, 195 MoUs worth
W5,561.42 crore  were
exchanged, with the poten-
tial to create 1,56,241 jobs.
Another 68 projects worth
25,714.06 crore, expected to
generate 13,488 jobs, were
grounded or inaugurated.

Of the 87 MoUs exchanged
:n Tiru Egatt 50 p]'ujects are

Tirupati,
Chittuur. Annamayya,
Kadapa and Nellore dis-
tricts, These proposals
involve investments of
%7,380.68 crore and could
generate 16,612 jobs. Sri
City alone is expected to
host 18 projects. The

remaining 17 agreements
cover projects in other dis.
tricts or across multiple
locations.

Electronics and semicon-
ductors, auto components,
footwear, tourism and food
processing were among the
sectors attracting invest.
ment proposals. Six MoUs
in electronics and semicon-
ductors involve Invest.
ments of %2,105 crore and
the potential to generate
4,540 jobs. Five agreements
in auto components and
electric mobility account
for 21,600 crore and 2,250
Jobs,

Hilltop SEZ Development
India proposed a footwear
manufacturing project in
Tirupati district with an
investment of 2700 crore
and the potential to create
3,000 jobs. Tourism and hos-
pitality attracted 22 MoUs
worth 21,538 crore, with
2,812 jobs envisaged, while
nine food processing pro-
posals involve Investments
of ¥1.096 crore and could
generate 2,130 jobs,

S5.5. Rawat, Special Chief
Secretary for Youth
Advancement, Tourism and
Culture, said the regional
conferences almed to dis-
tribute industrial invest-
ments across the State by
leveraging local resources
and business opportunities.
He said 21 MSMEs partici-
pated in the Sri City confer-
ence,

[ndustries and Commerce
Department Secretary Y.
Yuvraj said the government
was focusing on regional
investment, youth employ-
ment and industrial
growth. He said the pro-
posed ‘One Famlily, One
Entrepreneur’  initiative
woul encourage  self-
employment and help
improve household
incomes,

CII Andhra Pradesh vice-
chairman G. Sambasiva
Rao sald the conference
explored business opportu-
nities, advanced manufac-
llll‘inlf technologles and
knowledge-based  indus-
tries. He stressed the need
to support local entrepre-
neurs and strengthen skills
and infrastructure.

The MSME Banking
Grievance Redressal
Mechanism was also
launched at the event.

Amudavalli Ranganathan
of CavinKare called for
strengthening the supply
chain to connect tomato
farmers in Madanapalle
with international markets
and improve their returns.
Tirupati District Collector
Dr. 8. Venkateswar also
spoke. The 31st CII
Partnership Summit will be
held in Visakhapatnam on
November 12 and 13, 2028,
on the theme ‘Navigating
the New World Order:
Trade, Technology, Trust
and Thought Leadership’.

New genetic tools are breathing
fresh life into India’s staple crops
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‘UK-India deal could boost annual trade by £25b’

—
Suresh P lyengar
Mumbai

The UK-India trade agree-
ment could generate an addi-
tional £25 billion (¥3.26 lakh
crore) in annual trade over
the long term, said UK Busi-
ness and Trade Secretary
Jonathan Reynolds, who led
a large British business del-
egation to India for explor-
ing investment and commer-
cial opportunities.

The delegation, among the
largest the UK has taken to
any country, comprises three
Cabinet ministers, seven
mavors and about 200 busi-
nesses.

Reynolds said businesses
were identifying opportunit-
ies across sectors, including
advanced  manufacturing,
life sciences, sports and cul-
ture, following the agree-
ment’s entry into force.
“There's no sector of either

A file photo of UK Business
and Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds au

of our economies that could
not potentially strengthen
their relationships,” he said.

UK-MAHA PACT

Reynolds also met Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, where the
two sides signed a UK-Maha-
rashtra Growth Partnership
aimed at translating the
trade agreement into com-

mercial opportunities at the
State level.

He said the agreement
would benefit Indian busi-
nesses across a range of sec-
tors, including agriculture,
jewellery and leather goods,
through tariff reductions.
The provisions would also
make it easier for businesses
and professionals to operate
across the two countries.

His meeting with Fadnavis
also covered infrastructure
development and emerging
sectors, particularly finan-
cial technology.

LONG TERM BENEFITS

Under the social security ar-
rangement, Indian nationals
working in the UK would
contribute to India’s social
security system, while Brit-
ish narionals working in In-
dia would contribute to the
UK system, reducing the bur-
den of dual contributions

Address:

and facilitating short-term
business mobility.

Reynolds said the benefits
would expand over time as
tariffs were progressively re-
duced, creating opportunit-
ies for businesses across the
UK, including in Manchester.

Highlighting the comple-
mentary nature of the two
economies, he cited the
automotive sector, where
businesses in India and the
UK serve different market
segments, creating scope for
collaboration.

Reynolds said he was im-
pressed by Mumbai’s infra-
structure development and
Maharashtra’s fintech eco-
system, including develop-
ments in tokenisation that
could broaden access to as-
set ownership. “If we can
show how it can work here,
there’s a blueprint there for
other parts of India, other In-
dian States,” he said.

Address: C-93, Himalaya House, 9th Floor, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

Contact Us: 011-43065365 | Email Us: secretariat@acfiindia.com
Visit Us: www.acfiindia.com

DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.
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