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ACFIl seeks %5,000-7,500 crore
scheme to cut reliance on China

THE GOVERNMENT
SHOULD consider a support
programme of Rs 5,000-
7,000 crore to ensure the
country's self-reliance in
agrochemical technicals and
intermediates and offset
China's cost advantage, the
industry bodyAgro Chem Fed-
eration of India (ACFI) said in
areport on Sunday.

The report, prepared with
consultancy KPMG, proposed
a seven-to-eight-year pro-
gramme, including two to
three years for plant commis-
sioning, followed by sustained
production support.

[t recommended a 5-8 per
centincentive on incremental
sales and 30-40 per cent sub-
sidies on industrial electricity
and shared effluent treat-
ment plants, which it said
would directly counter
China's operating cost edge.

The framework should
have graded investment
thresholds covering large
companies and small firms
for both greenfield and
brownfield projects, the
report said. It also called for
capital grants for specialised
research and development.

—PTI
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ACFTI seeks govt support

for crop protection inputs

New Delhi, Sept. 20: The
government should con-
sider a support pro-
gramme of 5,000-7,000
crore to ensure the coun-
try's self-reliance in agro-
chemical technicals and
intermediates and offset
China’s cost advantage,
the industry body Agro
Chem Federation of India
said ina report on Sunday.

The report, prepared
with consultancy KPMG,
proposed a seven-to-eight-
vear programme, includ-
Ing two to three vears for
plant commissioning, fol-

lowed by sustained pro-
duction support.

It recommended a 58 per
cent incentive on incre-
menial sales and 30-40 per
cent subsidies on indus-
trial electricity and
shared effluent
treatment plants,
which it said would
directly  counter
China's operating
cost edge. The frame-
work should have graded
investment  thresholds
covering large companies
and small firms, the
report said. It also called

for capital grants for spe-
cialised research and
development. A policy
should not aim at perma-
nent protection, but at cor-
recting  identifiable
disadvantages that
hurt competitive-
ness, it added.
ACFl Chairman
Rahul Dhanuka
said the success of
innovation  would
depend on tur-ning such
efforts into pra.ctical,
accessible and trus-ted
solutions for farmers.

PTI




t its 9th AGM, the

Agro Chem Federa-
tion of India (ACFI) urged
the government to intro-
duce a targeted, time-
bound policy framework
for the crop protection
sector, including a Rs
5,000-7,500 crore up-
stream  manufacturing
support programme, It
seeks self-reliance in agro-
chemical technicals and
intermediates, offsetting
China's utility-cost advan-
tages and encouraging
backward integration. An
ACFI-KPMG knowledge
paper, "Redefining Indian
Crop Protection through
Innovation: From Scale to
Science,” recommends a

r

Fi

seven-to-eight-year sup-
port window, PLI-style in-
cremental sales incentives
of 5-8 per cent, a 30-40
per cent industrial elec-
tricity subsidy, shared ef-
fluent-treatment
infrastructure, and spe-
cialised manufacturing
parks. ACFI chairman
Rahul Dhanuka said the

ACGFI

= Annual Canaral Meeting

dedicated scheme to strengthen

India's crop protection industry
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Dehradun

priority is turning inno-
vation into practical, ac-
cessible, trusted
solutions for farmers.
Vishal  Chaudhary
from the Government of
India, Sweety Behera of
FSSAI, Kavya Dashora
of IIT Delhi, Pushplata
Singh (TERI), Rajvir
Rathi (Bayer Crop-
Science), Srinivasa Kar-
avadi (KshetragnaFarm
Solutions), Gopinath
Koneti (KPMG India)
and ACFI director gen-
eral Kalyan Goswami
were among those pres-
ent. A panel, "The Invis-
ible Revolution: How
Innovation is Feeding
India,” discussed biolog-

icals, nanotechnology,
digital agriculture, and

regulatory reform.
Speakers said safe-by-
design innovation,

farmer trust, and public-
private collaboration are
essential for India's
growth to rest on sci-
ence, not manufacturing
scale alone.
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ACFI calls for Rs 5,000-7,500 cro BIZZBUZZ

ACFI seeks
7,500 cr scheme
to cut reliance
on China

New DELHI

THE government should
consider a support pro-
gramme of Rs 5,000-7,000
crore to ensure the country's
self-reliance in agrochemical
technicals and intermediates
and offset China's cost ad-
vantage, the industry body
Agro Chem Federation of
India (ACFI) said in a report
on Sunday.

The report, prepared with
consultancy KPMG, pro-
posed a seven-to-eight-year
programme, including two
to three years for plant com-
missioning, followed by sus-
tained production support.

It recommended a 5-8
per cent incentive on incre-
mental sales and 30-40 per
cent subsidies on industrial
electricity and shared efflu-
ent treatment plants, which
it said would directly counter
China's operating cost edge.

The framework should
have graded investment
thresholds covering large
companies and small firms
for both greenfield and
brownfield projects, the re-
port said. It also called for
capital grants for specialised
research and development.
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From The Economic Times

ACFI presses for 35,000-7,500 crore push to
reduce China dependence in crop protection

The Agro Chemn Federation of India has called for a 5,000 crore to 7,500 crore support

package to reduce India's dependence on China for crop protection inputs. The proposal,
drafted with KPMG, combines incentives, power subsidies, shared infrastructure and R&D

support with a bigger push into biologicals and regulatory reform

ETChemic

A Fl 1;si"

gnAnnual General Meetl.ng

CHEM / FERTILISERS

Industry body ACFI seeks Rs 5,000-7,500 cr scheme to cut reliance on China for crop
protection inputs

Synopsis
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Agrochemical body ACFI
seeks X5,000-7,500 crore
programme for the sector

ACFI-KPMG paper calls for time-bound PLI-style incentives, power
subsidies and single-window regulation to cut China cost gap

Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI), an as-
sociation of pesticides manufacturers, has
urged the government to introduce a targeted
and time-bound policy framework for the sec-
tor, including a X5,000-7,500 crore support
programme for upstream manufacturing.
Such a plan will help achieve self-reliance in
upstream agrochemical technicals and inter-
mediates, neutralise Chinese advantages in
utility costs and promote backward integra-
tion, it said.

Releasing a knowledge paper titled
“Redefining Indian Crop Protection through
Innovation: From Scale to Science”, prepared
by KPMG for the industry body, ACFI said that
innovation in agriculture cannot succeed in
isolation.
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INDIA MONEY TRAVELLER EATS RESPAWN LUXE

Industry Body ACFI Seeks 35,000-7,500 Cr
Scheme To Cut Reliance On China For Crop
Protection Inputs

A poli At aint ab perman tectior

155, it odded

The government should consider a support programme of ¥5,000-7,000 crore to ensure the country's self-reliance in
agrochemical technicals and intermediates and offset China's cost advantage, the industry body Agro Chem Federation
of India (ACFI) said in a report on Sunday.

The report, prepared with consultancy KPMG, proposed a seven-to-eight-year programme, including two to three years
for plant commissioning, followed by sustained production support.

It recommended a 5-8% incentive on incremental sales and 30-40% subsidies on industrial electricity and shared effluent
treatment plants, which it said would directly counter China's operating cost edge.

The framework should have graded investment thresholds covering large companies and small firms for both greenfield
and brownfield projects, the report said. It also called for capital grants for specialised research and development.

A policy should not aim at permanent protection or subsidy dependence, but at correcting identifiable ecosystem
disadvantages that hurt competitiveness, it added.

The report also called for specialised agrochemical parks with shared utilities, cluster-based environmental infrastructure,
long-term financing and selective backward integration in strategically important intermediates.

It scught a single digital platform for central and state approvals, with time-bound processes and clearer pathways for
biological crop-protection products.

Growth cannot rely on adding manufacturing capacity alone, the report said. Despite strengths in process chemistry,
formulations and reguliatory execution, India needs to build capabilities in product development, biolegicals, regulatory
science and digital agriculture.

The report identified biologicals as a significant opportunity, citing India's biodiversity, fermentation expertise and
scientific talent. But commercialisation will depend on batch consistency, formulation stability, scalable manufacturing,
multi-location field validation and farmer adoption, it cautioned.

It recommended more pilot-scale facilities, field-validation networks, good-laboratory-practice labs, residue-testing

infrastructure and formulation-development platforms to bridge the gap between research and commercial deployment,
“India’s next phase of growth in crop protection should be anchored in strengthening ecosystem competitiveness,
accelerating innovation commercialisation, enhancing supply-chain resilience and reducing structural cost

disadvantages,” the report said,

ACFI Chairman Rahul Dhanuka said the success of innovation would depend on turning such efforts into practical,
accessible and trusted solutions for farmers.

Smart Business News

Entrepreneurship news today

ACFIl calls for INR 5,000-7,500 crore
dedicated scheme to strengthen India’s
crop protection industry

admin - September 19, 2026
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ACFIl Seeks Rs 5,000-7,500 Crore Scheme To Reduce
China Dependence In Crop Protection

To close that research-to-market gap, it called for more pilot plants, field-testing networks, GLP-certified labs and residue-testing
infrastructure.

Agrochemical industry body ACF| has pitched a Rs 5,000-7,000 crore support scheme to the government, arguing it's
needed to make India self-sufficient in agrochemical technicals and intermediates while neutralising China's cheaper

production costs.

Prepared alongside consultancy KPMG, the proposal envisions a seven-to-eight-year rollout, with two to three years set
aside for getting plants up and running before sustained support kicks in.

On the incentive side, the ACF| wants a 5-8% boost on incremental sales paired with 30-40% subsidies covering
industrial power and shared effluent treatment, plus capital grants earmarked for R&D and graded thresholds that would
let both large and small manufacturers, across new and existing plants, tap into the scheme.

Notably, the report frames this as temporary course correction rather than a permanent crutch, explicitly warning against
building in long-term subsidy dependence. It also pushes for purpose-built agrochemical parks with shared
infrastructure, backward integration on key intermediates, and a single digital window to speed up central and state

approvals, with faster, clearer rules specifically for biological pesticides.

The report's broader argument is that capacity expansion alone won't cut it, India already does process chemistry,
formulations and regulatory work well, but needs to catch up on product development, biologicals, regulatory science

and digital agriculture.

Biologicals in particular stand out as an opportunity given India's biodiversity and fermentation expertise, though ACF|
flagged real hurdles ahead: getting batches consistent, formulations stable, manufacturing scalable, and products
validated across locations before farmers will actually adopt them. To close that research-to-market gap, it called for
more pilot plants, field-testing networks, GLP-certified labs and residue-testing infrastructure.

"India‘s next phase of growth in crop protection should be anchored in strengthening ecosystem competitiveness,
accelerating innovation commercialisation, enhancing supply-chain resilience and reducing structural cost
disadvantages,"” the report said. ACF| Chairman Rahul Dhanuka said turning innovation into solutions farmers can

actually trust and access would be key to the sector's success.

Innovation in agriculture must not compromise
consumer safety: FSSAI official
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India’s Agrochemical Industry Body Seeks Rs 5,000-7,000
Crore Government Scheme to Cut China Dependence

ELR PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

e India’s premier news agency
Innovation in agriculture must not
compromise consumer safety: FSSAI
official
NEW DELHI: (Sep 18) Innovation in the agriculture sector should not come at the

cost of lowering safety standards for consumers, a senior official of the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) said on Friday.

FSSAI Director Sweety Behera said agricultural innovation must look beyond crop

yields alone and factor in sustainability and consumer safety.

"Innovation is always good, innovation should always be there, and regulation and
innovation should go together. It should not be looked at as if both of them are
competing with each other," she said.
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ACFI calls for Rs 5,000-7,500 crore
dedicated scheme to strengthen
India’s crop protection industry

The apex body of the agrochemical industry, Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI),
has urged the government to introduce a targeted, time-bound policy framework for
the sector, including an estimated Rs 5,000-7,500 crore support programme for
upstream manufacturing. The aim is to achieve self-reliance in upstream agrochemical
technicals and intermediates, neutralise Chinese advantages in utility costs, and
promote backward integration.

ACF| and global consultancy KPMG released a knowledge paper, Redefining Indian &
should correct ecosystem disadvantages, not create permanent protection or subsidy
dependence.

ACFI chairman Rahul Dhanuka said, "Our focus should remain on what farmers actually
need - supporting innovation through an enabling regulatory framework,
strengthening domestic capabilities and resilient supply chains, and advancing
sustainable agriculture. Ultimately, success will depend on how effectively these efforts
are translated into practical, accessible and trusted solutions for farmers.”

The report recommends a seven-to-eight-year support period, with two to three years
for plant commissioning followed by sustained production support, and graded
investment thresholds covering large companies and MSMEs. It proposes PLI-style
incremental sales incentives of 5-8%, 30-40% subsidisation of industrial electricity, and
shared Common Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) usage to counter China's operating-
cost advantage, along with capital grants for specialised R&D. It also calls for
specialised manufacturing parks with shared utilities, cluster-based environmental
infrastructure, long-term financing, and a single-window regulatory framework with a
unified digital platform for Centre and state approvals and clearer pathways for
biological crop-protection products.

Following the AGM, ACFl organised a panel discussion attended by senior
representatives of government, industry and academia. Government scientist Vishal
Chaudhary said, “India has already established a strong position in agrochemical
manufacturing. The next step is to complement it with research, innovation and
technology development through stronger public-private partnerships.”

FSSAIl director Sweety Behera said, “Scientific advancement now requires us to give
equal priority to sustainability and consumer safety. Regulatory decisions must be
based on sound scientific evidence, risk-based approaches and effective surveillance.”

IIT Delhi professor Kavya Dashora said, "Nanotechnology can improve crop protection
through targeted delivery, controlled release and reduced input use. However, wider
adoption requires stronger data, tracking mechanisms and "safe-by-design”
nanomaterials to ensure environmental and consumer safety.” |

TERI director Pushplata Singh said, "Safe-by-design approaches, including biogenic
materials to develop nanopesticides, can improve safety for plants, humans and the
environment. Biotechnology and nanotechnology can support more precise input use
as agriculture responds to climate and resource pressures.”

Gopinath Koneti, partner and senior advisor KPMG India said, “Agricultural innovation
must ultimately pass the test of economic viability, because farmers value solutions
that are visible, measurable and, most importantly, profitable. Science and economics
must go hand in hand."ACFI DG Kalyan Goswami said, "Innovation in agriculture
cannot succeed in isolation. Biotechnology, crop protection, biologicals,
nanotechnology, digital technologies, seeds and crop nutrition must converge to
create solutions that are scientifically sound, economically viable and relevant to
farmers. Building farmer trust is equally important.”
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Industry body ACFI seeks Rs 5,000-7,500
cr scheme to cut reliance on China for crop
protection inputs

NEW DELHI: (Sep 20) The government should consider a support programme of Rs
5,000-7,000 crore to ensure the country's self-reliance in agrochemical technicals
and intermediates and offset China's cost advantage, the industry body Agro Chem
Federation of India (ACFI) said in a report on Sunday.

The report, prepared with consultancy KPMG, proposed a seven-to-eight-year
programme, including two to three years for plant commissioning, followed by

sustained production support.

It recommended a 5-8 per cent incentive on incremental sales and 30-40 per cent
subsidies on industrial electricity and shared effluent treatment plants, which it said
would directly counter China's operating cost edge.

_ Agriculture Today Group
179

ACFI Proposes T7,500 Crore Support Programme to Strengthen India's Crop Protection
Industry

The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI), in collaboration with KPMG, has released a new
knowledge paper, “Redefining Indian Crop Protection through Innovation: From Scale to Science.”

The paper proposes a targeted, time-bound framework to strengthen domestic manufacturing of
agrochemical technicals and intermediates, promote backward integration, accelerate innovation, and
build resilient supply chains.

Key recommendations include:

= £5,000-7,500 crore support for upstream manufactuning

= 7-8 year support framework

* PLiI-style incentives on incremental sales

« Utility and infrastructure support

= Capital grants for specialised R&D

The proposed measures aim to address structural cost disadvantages and enhance the global
competitiveness of India’s crop protection industry.

#ACFI #CropProtection #Agrochemicals #Agriculture #IndianAgriculture #Manufacturing
#Agrilnnovation #Atmanirbharindia #KPMG #Agrilndustry
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FSSAI: Ag Innovation Must Prioritize Consumer Safety

By By Rediff Money Desk, New Delhi
Sep 18, 2026 19:44

FSSA official emphasizes that agricultural innovation must not compromise consumer safety. Focus on
sustainability, scientific evidence, and dynamic regulation for food products.

Key Points

« FSSAI states agricultural innovation must not compromise consumer safety standards.

» Innovation should prioritize sustainability and aim to raise safety bars, not lower them.

«» Pesticide residue limits need scientific evidence, risk-based approaches, and dynamic regulation.
« The regulatory framework must adapt to detect new contaminants and residues in crops.

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI) Innovation in the agriculture sector should not come at the cost of lowering safety standards
for consumers, a senior official of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) said on Friday.

FSSAI Director Sweety Behera said agricultural innovation must look beyond crop yields alone and factor in
sustainability and consumer safety.

"Innovation is always good, innovation should always be there, and regulation and innovation should go together. It
should not be looked at as if both of them are competing with each other," she said.

Behera said pesticide residue limits in agricultural crops and food products must be backed by scientific evidence,
risk-based approaches and surveillance.

"Innovation should not be considered as a way to bring down the safety aspect of a food product,” she said, adding
that innovation should instead aim to raise the bar of safety for consumers.

She said the focus should be on finding ways to detect new or emerging contaminants and residues in crops after
use, rather than allowing safety standards to slip.

"As science is very dynamic, the regulatory challenge is also there; we also need to be dynamic to adapt, understand
and come up with residue limits," she added.

Behera was speaking at a panel discussion organised by the Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) on the sidelines
of its 9th Annual General Meeting.

The session was also addressed by ACFI Chairman Rahul Dhanuka; Vishal Choudhary, Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Government of India; Kavya Dashora, Professor, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi; Rajvir Singh Rathi from
Bayer CropScience; and Pushplata Singh, Director and Senior Fellow, Centre for Nano Research & Agricultural
Biotechnology.

Source: PTI

Biz News Desk

News from Business Desk

ACFI calls for INR 5,000-7,500 crore dedicated
scheme to strengthen India’s crop protection
industry

Posted on Septernber 19, 2026 by admin
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ACFI seeks RS 7,500 cr scheme to cut reliance on
China

The industry body Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) said in
a report on Sunday the government should consider a support
programme of Rs 5,000-7,000 crore.

New Delhi: The government should consider a support programme of Rs 5,000-7,000
crore to ensure the country's self-reliance in agrochemical technicals and
intermediates and offset China's cost advantage, the industry body Agro Chem
Federation of India (ACFI) said in a report on Sunday.

The report, prepared with consultancy KPMG, proposed a seven-to-eight-year
programme, including two to three years for plant commissioning, followed by
sustained production support.

It recommended a 5-8 per cent incentive on incremental sales and 30-40 per cent
subsidies on industrial electricity and shared effluent treatment plants, which it said
would directly counter China's operating cost edge.

The framework should have graded investment thresholds covering large companies
and small firms for both greenfield and brownfield projects, the report said. It also
called for capital grants for specialised research and development.
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ACFI| Seeks Rs 5,000-7,000 Cr Scheme for Crop Protection Self-Reliance

ACFI proposes a Rs 5,000-T,000 crore scheme fo boost India's self-reliance in agrochemicals, reduce
dependence on China, and foster innovation in crop protection.

Key Points

» ACFI proposes a Rs 5,000-7,000 crore scheme to reduce India's refiance on China for crop protection inputs,

« The scheme suggests incantives, subsidies, and R&D grants to boast domestic agrochemical manufacturing
and competitiveness

» The report advocates for specialized agrochemical parks, streamlined approvals, and a focus on biological crop
protection.

» India needs to strengthen its ecosystem, accelerate innovation, and enhance supply-chain resilience in
agrochemicals

New Dethi, Sep 20 (PTI) The gevernment should consider a support programme of Rs 5,000-7,000 crore to ensure
the country's self-reliance in agrochemical technicals and intermediates and offset China's cost advantage, the
industry body Agro Chem Faderation of India (ACFI) said in a report on Sunday.

The report, prepared with consultancy KPMG, proposed a seven-to-eight-year programme, inciuding two to three
wears for plant commissioning, followed by sustained production support,

It recommended a 5-8 per cent incentive on incremental sales and 30-40 per cent subsidies on industrial electricity
and shared effluent treatment plants, which it said would directly counter China's operating cost edge.

The framework should have graded investment thresholds covering large companies and small firms for both
greenfield and brownfield projects, the report said. It also called for capital grants for specialised research and
development.

A policy should not aim at permanent protection or subsidy dependence, but at correcting identifiable ecosystem
disadvantages that hurt competitiveness, it added.

The report also called for specialised agrochemical parks with shared utilities, cluster-based environmental
infrastructure, long-term financing and selective backward integration in strategically important intermediates.

It sought a single digital platform for central and state approvals, with time-bound processes and clearer pathways for
biological crop-protection products.

Growth cannot rely on adding manufacturing capacity alone, the report said. Despite strengths in process chemistry,
formulations and requlatory execution, India needs to build capabilities in product development, biologicals, regulatory
science and digital agriculture.

The report [dentified biclogicals as a significant oppertunity, citing India’s biodiversity, fermentation expertise and
scientific talert. But commercialisation will depend on batch consistency, formulation stability, scalable manufacturing,
multi-location field validation and farmer adoption, it cautioned

It recommended more pilot-scale facilities, field-validation networks, good-laboratory-praclice fabs, residue-testing
infrastructure and formulation-development platforms to bridge the gap between research and commercial
deployment,

"India’s next phase of growth in crop protection should be anchored in strengthening ecosystem competitiveness,
accelerating innovation commercialisation, enhancing supply-chain resilience and reducing structural cost
disadvaniages,” the report said.

ACF1 Chairman Rahul Dhanuka said the success of innovation would depend on turning such efferts into practical,
accessible and trusted solutions for farmers.

Source: PTI
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Agrochemical body ACFI seeks ¥5,000-7,500
crore programme for the sector
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ACFI Urges Government to Launch %5,000-7,500
Crore Policy Scheme for Crop Protection Self-
Reliance

The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) has called on the government to
introduce a targeted, 7- to 8-year support programme valued at ¥5,000-7,500
crore to drive domestic self-reliance in upstream agrochemical technicals and
intermediates.

Released in a joint knowledge report with KPMG titled “Redefining Indian Crop
Protection through Innovation: From Scale to Science,” the proposal aims to
correct structural manufacturing disadvantages and directly counter China's
operating cost dominance.

Key recommendations include a 5-8% incentive on incremental sales, 30-40%
subsidies on industrial power, shared effluent treatment infrastructure, and
dedicated agrochemical parks to facilitate backward integration.

The framework also advocates for a unified single-window digital regulatory
portal and capital R&D grants to foster biotechnology and biological crop
solutions, ensuring Indian farmers receive sustainable, cost-effective, and
trusted inputs.
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AGROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY GOVERNMENT SCHEME 5000-7500 PROPOSED

2026+09-22 - by Admin
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India's agrochemical industry could see a new policy support framework aimed at strengthening domestic manufacturing of

crop-protection technicals and intermediates and reducing dependence on overseas supply, particularly from China.

The Agro Chern Federation of India (ACFI) has proposed a ¥5,000-7,500 crore government support programme as part of
a broader strategy to imprave the competitiveness and self-reliance of India's crop-protection industry. The

recommendations are contained in a knowledge paper prepared by ACFI with consultancy KPMG,
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ACFI Calls For ¥5,000-7,500
Crore Dedicated Scheme To
Strengthen India’s Crop
Protection Industry.
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India Moves to Cut China
Reliance as Crop
Protection Firms Expand
Across the Americas

India seeks up to $810 million to strengthen crop protection manufacturing as its companies
expand across the U.S. and Latin America.

NEW DELHI - Sept. 21, 2026. India's crop protection industry is calling
for a $540 million to $810 million manufacturing support program to
reduce dependence on Chinese technical materials and intermediates,
according to a proposal released by the Agro Chem Federation of India
(ACFI) and developed with KPMG. The plan matters well beyond India:
Indian crop protection companies are already expanding their
commercial, regulatory and manufacturing footprint across the United
States, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Colombia and Central America,

making the Americas increasingly important to the sector's global
strategy.

The proposal is part of the report "Redefining Indian Crop Protection
through Innovation: From Scale to Science," prepared by KPMG for
ACFI. It recommends a targeted program lasting seven to eight years,
including two to three years for commissioning new manufacturing
capacity followed by production support. Importantly, the $540
million-$810 million figure is an industry proposal, not funding already
approved by the Indian government. The objective is to develop
domestic capacity for technical products and intermediates where
Indian manufacturers remain exposed to imported supply.
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ACFI pitches Rs. 7,500 crore scheme to boost crop
protection industry

The ACFI-KPMG report recommends a seven-to-eight-year support period, which includes two to three years for
plant commissioning followed by sustained production support

The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACF1), the apex body for the
agrochemical industry, has called on the government to launch a targeted,
time-bound policy framework. To achieve self-reliance in upstream
agrochemical technicals and intermediates, ACFI recommends an
estimated Rs. 5,000-7,500 crore support programme for upstream
manufacturing. This initiative aims to promote backward integration and
counter China's competitive advantage in utility costs,

ACFI and global consulting firm KPMG have launched a joint knowledge
paper titled "Redefining Indian Crop Protection through Innovation: From
Scale to Science.” The paper underscores that future industrial policies
must pivot away from open-ended protective tariffs or permanent state
subsidies. Instead, the strategic focus should lie in targeting and correcting structural ecosystem disadvantages. By neutralizing
these underlying gaps, the policy aims to directly elevate domestic manufacturing competitiveness to match global benchmarks.

“Our focus should remain on what farmers actually need - supporting innovation through an enabling regulatory framework,
strengthening domestic capabilities and resilient supply chains, promoting digitalisation, and advancing sustainable agriculture,
Ultimately, the success of innovation will depend on how effectively these efforts are translated into practical, accessible and
trusted solutions for farmers,” Rahul Dhanuka, Chairman, ACFI said.

NEW INDIA
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ACFI calls for ¥5,000-7,500 crore dedicated scheme to
strengthen India’s crop protection industry

rashar

September 21, 2 vant Ovha
New Delhi, Sep 19, 2026: The apex body of agrochemical industry Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFl) has
urged the government to infroduce a targeted and time-bound policy framework for the sector, including an
estimated #5,000-7,500 crore support programme for upstream manufacturing in order to achieve self-reliance
in upstream agrochemical technicals and intermediates, neutralize Chinese advantages in utility costs and

promote backward integration. (EEeENNE]CIERA T EN LR L

ACF! and global consultancy firm KPMG released a knowledge paper titled: Redefining Indian B Crop Protection
through Innovation: From Scale to @ Seience. The report emphasised that the objective of the industrial policy
should not be permanent protection or subsidy dependence but must focus on correcting clearly identifiable
ecosystemn disadvantages that reduce manufacturing competitiveness relative to global peers.

Geographic Reference

ACFI Chairman Shri Rahul Dhanuka said, "Our focus should remain on what farmers actually need - supporting
innovation through an enabling regulatory framewaork, strengthening domestic capabilities and resilient supply
chains, promoting digitalisation, and advancing sustainable agriculture. Ultimately, the success of innovation
will depend on how effectively these efforts are translated into practical, accessible and trusted solutions for
farmers”
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ACFI calls for 5,000-7,500 crore dedicated scheme to
strengthen India’s crop protection industry
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The apex body of agrochemical industry Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) has urged the government to introduce a targeted
and time-bound policy framework for the sector, including an estimated ¥5,000-7,500 crore support programme for upstream
manufacturing in order to achieve self-reliance in upstream agrochemical technicals and intermediates, neutralize Chinese
advantages in utility costs and promote backward integration.

ACF! and global consultancy firm KPMG released a knowledge paper titled: Redefining Indian Crop Protection through
Innovation: From Scale to Science. The report emphasised that the objective of the industrial policy should not be permanent
protection or subsidy dependence but must focus on correcting clearly identifiable ecosystem disadvantages that reduce
manufacturing competitiveness relative to global peers,

ACF| Chairman Shri Rahul Dhanuka said, "Our focus should remain on what farmers actually need - supporting innovation through
an enabling regulatory framework, strengthening domestic capabilities and resilient supply chains, promoting digitalisation, and
advancing sustainable agriculture, Ultimately, the success of innovation will depend on how effectively these efforts are translated
into practical, accessible and trusted solutions for farmers”.

The ACFI-KMPG report recommends a seven-to-eight-year support period, allowing two-three years for plant commissioning
followed by sustained production support, The proposed framewaork must include graded investment thresholds to cover both
large companies and MSMEs, for greenfield and brownfield expansion.

It has also called for PLI-style incremental sales incentives, utility subvention like power/effluent subsidies and capital grants for
specialized R&D. The report also suggests 5-B% incentive on incremental sales, 30- 40% subsidization on industrial electricity and
shared Comman Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) usage to directly counter China's OPEX advantage.

“India's next phase of growth in crop protection should be anchored in strengthening ecosystem competitiveness, accelerating
innovation commercialization, enhancing supply-chain resilience and reducing structural cost disadvantages,” the report said.
Amang its recommendations, the report calls for specialised agrochemical manufacturing parks with shared utilities, cluster-based
environmental infrastructure, long-term financing and selective backward integration in strategically important intermediates.

The report also calls for a single-window regulatory framework with a unified digital platform for Centre and state approvals,
transparent and time-bound processes, and clearer regulatory pathways for biological crop-protection products, It argues that
India’s mext phase of growth cannot depend solely on adding manufacturing capacity.
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ACFI calls for 25,000-7,500 crore dedicated
scheme to strengthen India’s crop protection
industry

By PNI Admin On Sep 21,2026
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Industry body ACFI seeks Rs 5,000~
7,500 cr scheme to cut reliance on China
for crop protection inputs

BY DAILY EXCELSIOR 04:00 AM Sep 21, 2026 1ST

NEW DELHI, Sep 20 : The government should consider a support programme of Rs 5,000-7,000 crore to ensure the
country's self-reliance in agrochemical technicals and intermediates and offset China's cost advantage, the industry body
Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) said in a report on Sunday.

The report, prepared with consultancy KPMG, proposed a seven-to-eight-year programme, including two to three years for
plant commissioning, followed by sustained production support.

It recommended a 5-8 per cent incentive on incremental sales and 30-40 per cent subsidies on industrial electricity and
shared effluent treatment plants, which it said would directly counter China's operating cost edge.

The framework should have graded investment thresholds covering large companies and small firms for both greenfield
and brownfield projects, the report said. It also called for capital grants for specialised research and development.

A policy should not aim at permanent protection or subsidy dependence, but at correcting identifiable ecosystem
disadvantages that hurt competitiveness, it added.

The report also called for specialised agrochemical parks with shared utilities, cluster-based environmental infrastructure,
long-term financing and selective backward integration in strategically important intermediates.



September 2026 ACFI

Whalesbook

Agro Chem Industry: i< &R RefRar ges
o fAT 7,000 =is o Agd Aehot hY 7T

Whalesbook | tews Report

AGRO CHEM INDUSTRY SEEKS 7,000

CRORE PLAN TO CUT IMPORTS

Industry body ACFT seeks Rs 5,000-7,500
cr scheme to cut reliance on China for crop
protection inputs

ACFI seeks ¥5,000-7,500 crore
scheme to strengthen India’s crop

protectlon industry

y Zirast Times - 19 Septe

ACFI

o Armual General Meetmg




‘ September 2026 ACFI

& " " .

1ndia education diary
ACFI calls for X5,000-7,500 crore
dedicated scheme to strengthen India’s
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ACFI Proposes 35,000-7,500 Crore Scheme
for China-Free Crop Protection

20 September 2026 + 2 min 56 sec read

grochemical industry body ACFI has pitched a ¥5,000-7,000 crore support
A scheme to the government, arguing it's needed to make India self-
sufficient in agrochemical technicals and intermediates while neutralising
China's cheaper production costs. According to reports from PTI, the proposal
was prepared alongside consultancy KPMG and envisions a seven-to-eight-year
rollout, with two to three years set aside for getting plants up and running
before sustained support kicks in. The framework should have graded
investment thresholds covering large companies and small firms for both
greenfield and brownfield projects, with the report explicitly stating that a
policy should not aim at permanent protection or subsidy dependence, but at
correcting identifiable ecosystem disadvantages that hurt competitiveness. As
reported by TradingView News, ACFI released a knowledge paper titled
"Redefining Indian Crop Protection through Innovation: From Scale to
Science" to emphasize that innovation in agriculture cannot succeed in
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ACFI calls for INR 5,000-7,500 crore
dedicated scheme to strengthen India’s
crop protection industry

New Delhi, Sep 19, 2026: The apex body of agrochemical industry Agro Chem Federation of India
(ACFI) has urged the government to introduce a targeted and time-bound policy framework for the
sector, including an estimated ¥5,000-7,500 crore support programme for upstream manufacturing in
order to achieve self-reliance in upstream agrochemical technicals and intermediates, neutralize

Chinese advantages in utility costs and promote backward integration. _

ACFI and global consultancy firm KPMG released a knowledge paper titled: Redefining Indian & Crop
Protection through Innovation: From Scale to Science. The report emphasised that the objective of
the industrial policy should not be permanent protection or subsidy dependence but must focus on
correcting clearly identifiable ecosystem disadvantages that reduce manufacturing competitiveness
relative to global peers.
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ACFI calls for INR 5,000-7.500 crore dedicated scheme to strength
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ACFI calls for INR 5.000-7.500 crore
dedicated scheme to strengthen India’s crop
protection industry
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New Delhi, Sep 19, 2026: The apex body of agrochemical industry Agro Chem Federation of India
(ACFI1) has urged the government to introduce a targeted and time-bound policy framework for the
sector, including an estimated ¥5,000-7,500 crore support programme for upstream manufacturing in
order to achieve self-reliance in upstream agrochemical technicals and intermediates, neutralize

Chinese advantages in utility costs and promote backward integration.

ACF| and global consultancy firm KPMG released a knowledge paper titled: Redefining Indian Crop
Protection through Innovation: From Scale to Science. The report emphasised that the objective of the
industrial policy should not be permanent protection or subsidy dependence but must focus on
correcting clearly identifiable ecosystemn disadvantages that reduce manufacturing competitiveness

relative to global peers.

ACFI Chairman Shri Rahul Dhanuka said, "Our focus should remain on what farmers actually need -
supporting innovation through an enabling regulatory framework, strengthening domestic capabilities
and resilient supply chains, promoting digitalisation, and advancing sustainable agriculture, Ultimately,
the success of innovation will depend on how effectively these efforts are translated into practical,
accessible and trusted solutions for farmers”.
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Address:

Address: C-93, Himalaya House, 9th Floor, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

Contact Us: 011-43065365 | Email Us: secretariat@acfiindia.com
Visit Us: www.acfiindia.com

DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.
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