ety Foderation of 1

ACFI NEWSLETTER

JULY 2021

VOLUME 1

TRIBUNE N.D 1/7/2021

Farmers’ rights groups raise
concern over agrl-dlgrtlsatlon

NEW DELHI, JUNE 30
Farmers’ rghts and digital
rights organisations have
expressed “grave concerns”
overthe Centre's proposals on
agn-chgitisation, pointing
“fundamental problems” with
the process being followed by
it to “push digitisation in the
agriculture sector”,

Urging the government to
not rush into the “[DEA” (India
Digital Ecosvstem of Agricul-
ture)proposals, the groupof 91
organisations asked it to with-
draw the Mols signed with
companies  like Microsoft,
Amazon, Star Agribazaar,
ESRI and Patanjati”,

The Agriculture Ministry
consultation paperon IDEA
transforming  agriculture
was put in the public
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Erratic monsoon affects Kharif sowing

Dilseeds, pulses, cotton acreage down;

area under paddy and sugarcane up crap
Fice
OUR EUREAL desh, Haryans aml West Pulses:

e bk |

Bl have reported ghe

Kharil sowing hassrarted an - acreage under padcy, while  Diseess 2154
astuggish note despite mon-  Odisha, Asam, Utar Pra- Sugercans 016
soon delivering a 10 per cent desh, Chhatisgarh and Maba  JstakMusta &1
surplas in fume, the st af  rasthrs have reported lawer  Coltin iae
she faurmonth rainy season.  covenage. ol mn

Tordl acreage was down by 2
per cens & of [une 25, com
paredd with the same perbod 3

Lower tur acreage
Area under pultes was 17 per
Year agn as momsoan tared
ematic in parts ol Maha
rashira, Telangana, Andhis
Tradesh and Gujara, haring
whe progress of sawing,
While transplantation of
padiy, the main khart! crop,
has started on 4 pasitive
noge, the planting of pulses,
entlon ans odlseerls has bein
Tather tepid, according
early st of figeres releisad
oy tbie Agriculture Minisiey.
Py cubtivation  was
higher by about 4 per went al
615 lakh hecrare [Ih; over
same pecind past year, States
such a5 Tripura, Madhya Pra.

cent lower compared with
1he yearago persod at 1454
Th {151] . Acresge wider tur
ar arhas wis down by 37 pec
cent ar 457 I compared
twith £33 Ih. Urad or black
matpe Coverage wis margin-
aliy down o 20 Th white
moonghean ared s sfightl
higgher &t 523 [, Srames sucl
a5 Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh reperted
higher ares, while Mabs
rashira and Telangana have
repistered 4 desling, Pulses
acTeage i Mamm.nm was
dawn by 4.0

Area um‘l!r coane ceveals

SLUGGISH START

[Fere——

drapped dus 1o Jower cover-
age of crops such a5 jowar
bajra and small millets. How-
ever, maize ates 15 higher
dug ip higher cowiage
Karnataka

Overall, the area under
coarse cereals i1 higher in

been Teported In Maha-
rasthra (W41 |h), Haryna
[| 4 1h) asd Rajasthan (0.7

n|I<EI:||\ coversge is alin
lower malnly due w fower
acreage repa
rasharra (11,36 1h) ane Gujarar

domain on June 1, seeking
feedback by June 30,
Organisations, including
ASHA Kisan Swarg), BKU
(Tikait), Internet Freedom
Foundation, I'T for Change,
working on agricultural
issues and digital rights, in
their letter to the ministry
flagged "fundamental prob-
lems"” in the process being
followed by the Centre “in
pushing digitisation in the
agriculture sector”. —TNS
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Sugacan:

(408 W}, Groundnut cultive-  expec
tiom s daven by a fourth at o
Ih {1234 (), while soyebean
area 142 per cent fower a
mas Ih {7336 Ih) Rajaschan
(146 Ih} Madhya Pradesh
1137 I} and Karmataka (0,51
) heve repartzd higher

States such as Madhya Pra- coverage.
ihesh (432 W] and Karnaraka the siorage Jevel in the B0
{143 th Lower eoverage has  Cotton area down by 48%  wssjor reservoirs in the coos-

Comton cultivarion s down
by 4E per cenc ar 370 b
{7185 1h) as almest all major
produsing Stabes lave seen
sbpgish planting,  Cotton
plasing 15 down n Maha-
from Maha-  rashira {1531 I Gujarat (815 higher
) Madhya Pradesh (170
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“Traditional farming on the cusp of disruption’

Doubling farmer
income could be
areality in next

few years: Report

Indian agriculoure is on the cusp
of a disruption based on techne-
tion, investment and
stakeholder behavioural changes
ACTIRE CORSUINETS [0 farmers,
making the idea of doubling
farmer incomes a reality in the
next few years, a research report
sabd on Wednesday
ftech and erosysem
secﬁhﬁrr:' have m:ziﬁsigﬂiﬁcam
Interest from the investor com-
muiniry, making India the third-
largest nation in terms of ag-
I'Ihedlhmdmgnmithenmnbernf
agritech stareups. Estimares n-
dicate that 530-35 billion of the
walue pool will be created in agri-
bogistics, offtake, and agri-nput
delivery by 2025, These are

tithed fndinn Agriculture: Ripe for
Disruption, released by Baln &
Company,

Commenting on the report,
Prashant Sarin, 1 Partner at Bain &
Company, India, sakd, "We are at a
key moment when we @n
leaplrog from the waditional
methok to 4 new technplogy-
Triendly way of growing pro-
wessing, and selling food. The tra-
ditignal ferm of e will
be disrupted and overhaubed
over ime, and 3055 hlilmh

nperarlnn.ltd.
The APMC reforms will enabile

corporates to buy directly from
the farmer while the Essential
Commaodities Act reforms in-
centivise investment in storage
and Enfraet

tions, regulatory support and be-
havioural changes across con-
sumers and [rmers,  Digital
disruption acmss the agricul-
tural and agritech value chain is
enabiling wherisation'of services,
comvering capital investment as-
sets L pay peruse models and
creating enline  communities
along with online input & outpat
marketplaces”

Technology is driving mnnova-
tions in a variety of ways across
the agriculoural value duln Far

example, nsurance, .

pools across the agricultural
value chain, over the next few
vears”

The report said the three agr
aulture-focused  reform  Bills
pessed in Seprember 2000 by Far

ture. resulting in supply chain e
ficlencies. Firms can save 5 o 10
PETCENTOT MOre QN POCHTEment
costsof food items throughacon-
certed national srategy

lianeent are infended 1o encour Atinflection point
age investrent in direct farmer  Parijat Jain, partner and leader of
purchase by Eain’ tice in In-

free
mevement of food items from
profuction 1 consumption
centres, and private imvestment
instorage. A host of new business
apporfunities can be uncovered

dia, sald.‘lndian agrfulwre lsar
an [nflection point. The S37o-hil-
liom seevor will undergo a com-
‘plete transtormation in the com-
Ing wears on the back of

and Inans are contributing to in:
creased fumding for this sector, In
farming activitles, weather pre-
diction and smart crop manage-
ment are leading to higher out-
put while sensors and  the
[nterner of Things are enabling
better tracking and visibility of
farming activities, Between 2017
and 2020, India recesved about §1
hillion tnagritech funding, Based
onthe discernable changesinthe
sectan, investments in agritech

I}, Tebangana {140 Th), Pus-
Jab: (1.88 T}, Karmatakia (053
Ik} Hargna (063 Ih) Ra
Jasthats (0,60 1) and Andra
DPrsdesl fo32 Th).
wrage i
higher ar abont 5046 |h
(4955 Ih) a8 Gujamar (00
Iix}, maharashira |0.17 1) and
Uttar Pradesh (0.2 1h] have
repstied an increase in ares.
The the  south-wost
mansann has wealened, it s
W see renewed
vigour by rext week The bn.
diz Metrorological Depart-
ment fyrecasts normal rain-
fall ehils moath,

‘Water storage level
The Central Water Cammis:
sion oo Thirsday sad that

try & 53606 hillion cshic
meeres that Is 12 per cent af
livee storage capacity at full
reservoir [evel. This is one
per cent biwes than the bevel
ast year and 14 per cent
than the average bevel
seem I the last 10 years.

amang the findings of the repart

when these reforms come into

sipnificant rechnl

Enterven-
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Above-normal rains fail to boost
kharif sowing as monsoon stalled

FE BUREAU
Mew Delhi, June 30

THE FIRST MONTH of the
fune-September monsoon sea
son has recorded rains 10%
above normal with each of the
four regions — Fast and North-
East, North-West, Central and
South Peningular — reporting
surplug precipitation. How-
ever, the surplus rains could
not help sowing activities as
monsoon hag been stalled
sinceJunelSand is unlikely w
revive before July 7,35 perlat-
est forecast.
Forthe country asawhole,
cumulatve rainfall during thi
*s son1 thwes t monsoon sea-
son's rainfall until fune 30 has
been about 10% above the
LongPeriod Average (LPA) with
actial rainfall recordectat 1829
cmagainst narmaloef 16,69 cm,
India Metecrological Depart-
ment{IMD}saidina statement.
“Advance of southwest

Tuly 2 and further i
(eastern equatodal Indian
Ocean Bayof Bengal) from July
7.Hence, the phase of MJO is
likely to gradually favour
enhancement of convection
and cross equatorial flow over
the north Indian Ocean
around July 7. Model forecasts
show that eastedywinds from
Bay of Bengalin lowertropos-
phericlevels arenotlikely tobe

intore patts
of Rajasthan, Delhi, Harvana
and Punjab is notlikely till 7th
july” IMD said. The stalled
monsoon was mainly due to
impact mid-latitude westerly
winds, unfaveurable Madden
julian Oscillation {(M]O) and
absence of formation of low
pressure system over north Bay
of Bengal.

“The MJO currently lies in
Phase 1 (equatorial eastern
Africa) with amplitude more
than L1t is likely to propagate
eastwards into Phage 1 (west-
ern equatorial Indian Dcean
and adjoining Arabian Sea)
with amplitude close te 1 by

blished over north-west-
crn phins of India before [uly
7, the weather bureau said.

Die tostalled monsoon, the
dailyraintall across the country
has considerably declined. For
instance,on June29itwas 431
belownormalandonJune 30
was 5600 lower than average a
senior official of agriculture
ministry said.

Groundnut  acreage In
Gujarat, thebiggest producing
state, hasseenadropof 19%at
about 10 lakh hectare as of
June 23, largely because mon-
soon rainfall has been 2704
lower than normal in key
growing Saurashtraand Kutch

regions. Tiowever, cotton area
hasseenmarginal fall of 2%at
11.46 lakh hactare as other
parts of Gujarat have receivad
almost normal raingall

Similarly in Maharashtra,
there was 62% fall (n kharif
sowing area at 23 lakh hectam
e 21 from the year-agn
period. The state government
had last week issued an advi-
soryurgingfanmers nottorush
for kharif sowing and wait fora
whiletoensum adequateshow-
ers. Other states Hke Uttar
Pradesh and Haryanahave ako
reported fall in overall acreage
as on June 21, The rainfall
deficit in Kerala is as high as
3600 in all districts except Kot-
tayan reporting deficient rains.

However, sowing area of
soyabean in Madivya Pradesh,
the largest producer state, has
been 10 times more than last
yearslevelat 217 lakh hectare
asofjune2 1. Madhyva Pradesh
hae received 3 6% more than
normal rains while only nine
out of 51 districts have defi-
dent rainfallin June.
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Pirst Agri Export
Facilitation Centre
setupin Pune

OUR BUREAU
Punefuly 2
India's first Agriculture Export
Facilitation Centre (AFEC) estab-
lished by the Mahratta Cham-
ber of Commerce Industries
and Agriculture (MCCIA) in as-
sociation with the National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) was
formally inaugurated on Friday.
Itwas initially launched virtu-
allyon May 15, 2021, The physical
facility is now open to potential
exporters of agri-food products
from Maharashtra and will
serve as a one-stop destination
to provide them with all pos-
sible assistance. The centre was
inaugurated at the hands of GS
Rawat, Chief General Manager,
NABARD, Pune Regional Office.

To boost food exports

The centre aims at boosting the
agricultural and food exports of
Maharashtra by disseminating
need-based information,
providing timely guidance and
organising training courses for
all stakeholders. It will cater to
the needs of farmers, Farmer
Producing  Organisations
MSMEs in agri-food processing,
existing exporters, and new
entrants by hand-holding them
through the various stages in-
volved in exporting products.

Expert guidance

Tt will support capacity building
by providing expert guidance
on a range of topics like Orch-
ard Management, Minimum
Residue Level, Branding and
Marketing, Packhouse and Spe-
cial Export Treatments, Country-
wise Protocols and Quality Para-
meters, Special Certifications re-
quired by specific countries,
Government Export Schemes
etc. Umesh Chandra Sarangi ,
Chairperson, Agriculture Com-
mittee, and Prashant Girbane,
DG, MCCIA also graced the
occasion.
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Activists red-flag farmer unique ID move

FSMI says data could be compromised;
'IDEA’ supporters say it's long overdue

KU KLURMANATH

Hydembad |uly 2

Activists representing the 1T in-
dustry have opposed the con-
sultation paper floated by the
Union Ministry of Agnculture
and Farmers Welfare that seeks
to introduce 1DEA or India -
gital Ecosystem of Agriculture,
saying the move could com-
promise the personal data of
farmers and could exclude
someof them fromvarious gov
emnmentschemes.

The Free Soltware Movement
of tndia (FSMI) has said that it
opposed the move to create a
Unigue Farmer Identity (UFIDY)
for every farmer in the country
basedon tl!uAadhaardataonl—
lected forvarios schi

create farmer profiles and o
linktheir personal assets tothis
identity This model of creating
farmerprofilesand sharing this
datais a direct violation of their
fundamental right to privacy™Y
Kiran Chandra, President of
ML, said.

‘IDEA long overdue’

“The usage of Aadhaar data col-
lected for specific purposes like
PMHEISAN to create UFID s a
contempt of the Supreme
Court orders in Aadhaar judg-
ment)" hesaid Ram Eaundinga,
Co-founder of Thinkdg, which
promotes innovation and en-
rrepreneurshipin fond and apri
fields, felt that the concept of
IDEAwas

gical front, it would be ashame
ifwe do not use it to modernise

IDEA, it completely changes the

erators for the private sector,

scope of thisconsultation'. “This hasbeenunilaterally initi
a‘\llegmg, [hal the Caovern amednlthrmluwn]wng farmers
ment Statestofur-  and their i
nishail the land data, he said i+ terests, itsaid
gitisation of land is error prone. While faulry data on land re-
But Kaundinya said: “Thereare cords could lead to exclusions,
issues related to agricolure be-  tenant farmers would be com-

ing a State subject, but I think
the document makes it very

a3 PM-KISAN, “The push Surrm
ating this unique identity i to

‘\'a":rhth:rapuddmlnpmm
taking place on the technolo-

our agriculiural ecosystern and r]ealmatd'lﬂeuacumplmln
maleit and prof- and mole for the
ltable for the farmes” he  States”

observed,

“[DEA atternpts this task in @ Interesting concepts
grand fashionanditshouldsuc- He concepts Iike 26 Value
ceadforthesakeof our farmers,  Nodes, Building Blocks, Dpen
Itis noteasytogec such ahuge  architecture,  Interoperability,
projectgoing and make iwork dederated  architecnure and
smpothly but we have demon-  value and outcomedriven in-
strated itwith severalotherpro-  tegrated  services were very
jects lile Aadhar,” he said. Interesting.

Referring to the documents The Allindia Kisan Sabha
obeained rhwngh Right w In- [ATKS) has alleged thar digitisa-
tormation Act, Ch tion of tarming and use of tech-
absence of proper information  nology in farming was merely
is concerning and *if linked to converting them into data gen-

pletely left out of the instite-
tional eredit because they don't
ownany land, Chandra said.
While agreeing with the
premise that technology can be
used to improve lives of farm-
exs, the FsM said technology as
atoal can empower people and
at the same time can exclude
people due to-errorsin software
design and implementation,
Welcoming the moveto lssue
auniquelDto farmers, hesaid it
was not elear If tenant farmers,
share cruppers and other farme
ers who didn't not own land
will also get a unique 1. "It has
to be taken care of in the final
pan," e pointed out.

INDIAN EXPRESS N. D. 9/7/2021

SiMrLY PUuT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Why a Cooperation Ministry

The newly formed Ministry of Cooperation, headed by Amit Shah, will aim to strengthen the cooperative
movement in the country. How do cooperatives work, and why was the need for the new Ministry felt?

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PURE ULY B

0 MONDAY, the government announced
the formarkn of 4 separare Union Ministry
of Cooperation, a subject thattill date was
looked after by the Ministry of Agriculture,
In the Cabinet reshuffle of fuly 7, Home
Minister AmitShahwas given charge of the
nesy Mindsty:

What will e the new Minksiry's
ol 57

A media rebease from the Press
Information Burean said the Minisory of
Coopeation will provide a separate admin-
istrative legal and policy framework for

in
the country. “it will help dee pen Co-opera-
tives a5 a rue people hased movement
reaching upio the grassroots. In our muntry,
a Co-operative based economic develop-
ment modelis very relevantwhere cach

member works with a spin [ -

The Miniztry will work to streamnlins

processes for Ease of doing b forcoe-  Dairy with theirproduce at 2 cooperative's millc collection centre ata
oparatives and ofuli-  villagein Cujaral. 2 Arti

State Co-pperatives (MSCS),” its aid.

1 her Budget speech. Ainance Minister
Nirmala S
el o smengihen cooperatives

What is the cooperative movement 7

iy che Finition. coopertive s are organi s
thons formied at the grassroots level by peo-
ple roharness the power of mllective har-
[Eaming towardsa common goal.

Inagricul ture, cooperbive darnes, sugar
mills, spinn ing mills etcare formed withthe
pooled resources of farmers who wish to
process thelr produce. The country has
184195 cooperstive dairy sooeties and 330
cooperarive sugar mill operations. in 2019
20, dairy cooperatives had procored 4.80
crvre lires of milk frum 1.7 core mem bers

Thadsold 3 7 crore litres ofliquid milk
day. [Anmual Report,  Natioral Dmru
Deveiogment Roard, 2009-20)

Cooperative sugar mills account for 35%
ofthe sugar produoed in the country.

In hanking and finance, roaperative in-
stitutions are spread acmss rural and orhan
areas. Village-level primary agricultural
Ll'ttfllmﬂ.ﬂlm formed by larmer as-
ociar o Y aSSEDOE
level credit flow, These sodeties 3 nticipate
the credit demand of 2 village snd make the
demand ro the district central cooperatie

banks (DCCEs), State e hanks sit
At the apex of the rural cooperative lending
structure. Given that PACSs ar a collectiee
of farmers, theyh ch b

sevioes tn many sectors thar
wiptahd oeherwi se hae found it difficulr e gee
into the instingional credit strucruee,
Act ve Bankof India data, the

porvers than an individual faomer pleading
his case ata commercial bank.

These are ako coopesative madeting s
aeties in nural areas and cooperative hous-
g SOC e i i urban ansas,

How much finances do these
institutions conwol?

NABARD's annual report of 2019-20
counis 95 T38 PACSS 363 DCCKS and 33 stare
cooperative hanks in the country. The state
wopertive banks reported a ot paid-up
capital of Rs &.104 crore and deposies of s
135393 crome, while the DCCBY paid-upcap-
1] stivor] at Rs 21,447 cooe and deposins o s
378 24B crose. The DCCBs, whosemain mie
s dishursal of short-term loans to the fan-
ing sector (croploan), distribured Bs 300,034
crone in oans The state cooper tive banks,
whi ot i £ i

country has 1539 UCRs whose rotal capitalin
2019-20 stood at Rs 14,931 54 crore with a
ol loan portfolicof Bs 3,05, 38827 crore.

What ks govern cooperative societes?

Lika agriculture, cooperation is in the con-
current list, which means both the central
and state govermment s cin gover them. A
majority of the cooperative societies ae gov-
ermed by Liws | nthelrrespective dakes, with
a Cooperation Commissioner and the
Registrar of Sedeties as thewr poverning of
fice, In 2002, the Centve passed a MulriStare
Cooperative Societies Act that allewed for
registration of societies with operations in
more than one state. Thes are mostly banks,
dairses and sugar millswhose ameaof opera-
tian spreads across states. The Central
Registrarof Sorwkw:mhmmmllmb -

s

e
tries such as sugar mlTis or Spinn u?g rmllls,
dishursed Rs 148,625 Crore in loan < LArmuo|
Report, NABARD, 2009200

I urhan areas, wibn cooperative banks
(UCEs} and cooperative cedit socicties ex-

tharity, but .
takes actionson his behalf,

ynecessary?
wan Babar, formey n‘nn.miilz dhirecton
of Maharashira State Federation of

Coopertive Sugar Mills, said (T was nece s-
sary o mstore the importance of the cooper-
ative strocturein the country “Varous stud-
s comthucted h\-I instiurions like Vaikune
of Conperar
Tave showa the coopertive suctune his
managed to flourish and leave its mark onby
in a handful of states fike Maharashtra,
Gujarar, Kamataka erc, Under the new
Ministry, the cooperative movement would
get the required financial and kegal power
needed to penetrate info other states alsa,”
e said

Cooperative institumions got capital fmm
the Centre, either as equity or as working
capital, for which the state. gnvcmmrn il

This 2 hard
of the funds coming to a few stares such i
Mzharashira, Gujarat, Kamataba while ocher
states failed tokeepup,

Ower the years the cooperative seciorhas
wimessed drying cutof lundmg Babar said
thar under the new Minisry, the coopara-
tive structure would be able to get a now
teaseoflife

Towhatextent does the cooperative
structure influence state and narional
politics?

Cooperarive mstiugions be i1 the village-
lewel PACS orthe urban cooperative hoasing
sodeties, + leck their leaders dem sorati ally,
with members voting for a board of direc-
tors. Thus, in states such as Maharas hira, co-
operative i iutions have seved as schooks
for development of leadership. In Gurat,
Amit Shah had headed the Ahmedabad
Cistrict Central Cooperatnve Bank for a long
time, Babar chserved

In tha pragent Mahamshra logislarurs,
there are at beast 150 legslators who hawe
Tt some commection with the movement
NCF chief Sharad Pavvar and De puty Chief
nister Ajit Pavvar hadstarted e respec-
i political careers by contesting coopera-
tive elections The movement has given the
staee aaltiple Ch el Ministers as well as min-
mters, of sh
amark at the national level oo,

Bo mater which party is in power ma
state il Maharashtra, the purse s nngs of
the local ecnnonir always emain with the
copperative institution.  Thus. when
Devendra Fadnaviz of the B[P was
Maharashtra Chiel Mimster, the financial
o ol of (ST conperar e nstmons re-
mained withthe MCPand the Congress The
virter hase of the coopertive inse il
grneralty remains stable
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Pakistan Basmati exports to EU in trouble

Pesticide residue found in shipments;
India-EU talks to resolve lowering of MRLs

SUBRAMANI RAMANCOMBU
chennal, july 8
Pakistan has begun to face the
problem of pesticide residues in
its Basmati exports to the
European Union (EU). This comes
evenasIndiais trying toresolvea
similar issue that arose after the
EU lowered the permissible max-
imum (pesticide) residue level
(MRL)insuch shipments.
Islamabad's problems with its
Basmati exports, particularly due
to the presence of tricyclazole
pesticide in shipments, has been
discussed ar least a few times in
the last couple of weeks in the
neighbouring country.
Ataseminar in Lahore on Wed-
nesday, on ‘Maximum residue
levels in rice crop’, fears were ex-
pressed that the EU could ban
Pakistan Basmati rice exports
due to higher levels of pesticide
residue.

Pakistan media reported that
the EU had issued overa hundred
alertsin therecent pastand rejec-
ted a few rice consignments. Sim-
ilar seminars have bheen held
across theneighbouring country
on the pesticide residue issue.

Reportssaid that the EUand US
had rejected 161 rice consign-
ments due to higher levels of
pesticide residue, mainly ti-
cyclazole.

On Wednesday, India’s Union
Minister for Agriculture and
Farmers'Welfare Narendra Singh
Tomar discussed theissueduring
a Webinar with EU officials, as
Brussels has lowered the per-
missible level of tricyclazole in
rice shipments.

EU to resolveby mid 20227

Tomar told EU officials that the
lower MR for tricyclazole was af-
fecting Indian exports of Basmari

rice to Europe.

He told the EU that all neces-
sary studies and documents have
been submitted in May this year.
An official press release said the
MRL will be fixed by June next
year.

Auditreport

A Furopean Commission (EC) of
ficial, who discussed the issue
with Tomar, said he would raise it
with his colleagues dealing with
the issue.

India has been facing prob-
lems with its Basmati exports
since 2018 afteran EUaudit found
residues in 19.3 per cent samples
of the 1128 tested. At least 45

samplesexceeded the MRL

The Federation of European
Rice Millers reported last year
that besides tricyclazole, excess
residue of thiamethoxam and
buprofezin were found in Indian
Basmati shipments.

2017 banonIndian exports
Indian and Pakistan farmers are
facing the problem of pesticide
residue as they spray more than
whatis required.

Pakistan exporters and gov-
ernment officials fear that Is-
lamabad could face the same
problem as India did when its
rice shipments were banned in
2017 due to complaints of excess
pesticide residue. Then, Pakistan
had gained as the EU trade shif
ted.
Pakistan also formed a com-
mittee in 2018 to issue guidelines
on the use of pesticides to in-
crease its marketshare in the EU,
but it is for the first time that
complaints  of  tricyclazole
residue have cropped up.

ECONOMIC TIMES KOLKATA 09/07/2021

Non-Basmati Rice Exports
to China Set to Increase

Rice exporter group expects exports to rise three-fold to 10 L tonne in FY22

Sutanuka.Ghosal
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Rice exports to China
areexpected to soar three-fold this
year going by a spike in orders
from the neighbouring coumtry
for non-basmatl broken rice,
which they use in making noodles
and wine, exporterssaid.

“In FYZ21, China had started sen-
ding import queries from Novem-
ber; but in the current fiscal, we
areseeing that the country hasbe-
come active from the very begin-
ning, and they are placing sub-
stantial orders with the Indian ri-
ce companies,” Vinod Kaul, ex-
ecutive director of All India Rice
Exporters Assoclation (AIREA),
toldET.

“According to our conservative
estimates, exports to China thisfi-
seal will be around 10 lakh tonnes,
compared to three lakh tonnes in
FY21," he said. “Our prices are
competitive too, which is attrac-
ting China to buy rice from us.”

As per industry insiders, Indlan
exporters have offered broken rice
at $300-350 per tonne to Chinese bu-
yers, lower than ruling global pri-
cesof $390-400 per tonne.

However, exporters are facing
acute shortage in avallability of

& "

containers to ship the rice. "Also,
the freight cost has gone up signifl-
cantly” Kaul said. “Tt 1s a global phe-
nomenon and we donot see an imme-
diate respite.”

As for basmat! rice, many Indian
exporters are participating in ten-
ders being floated by Iran's Govern-
ment Trading Corporation. Howe-
ver, private sales of basmati rice to
the West Asian country have come to
a grinding halt due to payment issu-
es, Industry insiderssald.

“People are getiing the payments
for basmatl exports from Iran, but
they are delayed,” a leading bas-
mati exporter from Haryana sald
on condition of anonymity. “Ship-
persralseda hueand cry when they

ACFI NEWSLETTER

were delayed. The concern over la-
te payments remalins. We are ho-
ping that the government will sort
out the payment 1ssues soon.”
There wasan almost4% increase
in basmat!i exports to 4.45 metric

tonnes and a 160% surge in
non-basmati to 13.09 metric ton-
nesinFY21,accordingtodata with
Agricultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA).

In value terms, while the non-
basmati rice segment more than
doubled to$4.8billlon (e35,448cT0-
Te), evenhigher thanbasmati, the-
re was a drop of 7% to $4 billlon
(29,849 crore) in the case of aro-
matie varietles,

HINDUSTAN TIMES N.D 12/07/2021
Section of rice exporters
to get a 6-month breather
on pesticide inspection

Rajeev Jayaswal
lettersdhindustantimescom

NEW DELHI: The government
has given a fresh six-month
breather to pandemic-hit
exporters by allowing them
exemption from mandatory
inspection of pesticide residue
before exporting both basmati
and non-basmati rice to
Eurnpean destinations, barring
the European Union (EU) and
four other countries in the
region,

‘While the government's cer-
tificate of inspection is alveady
compulsory for exporting rice
from India to 27 EU countries
and Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland; its
mandatory requirement for the
remaining 23 European coun-
tries have been extended from
July 1, 2021, to January 1, 2022,
an official said requesting ano-
nymity.

Thus, exporters get a six-
month breather to export rice
without the certificate of
[nspection by Export Inspec-
tion Council (EIC) or Export
Inspections Agency (EIA) for
European countries, such as
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, Moldova, Monaco,
Turkey, Ukraine, United King-
dom (UK} and Vatican City, he
said.

EIC is India’s official export
certification body that ensures
the quality and safety of prod-
ucts before export.

It also provides mandatory
certification for various food
items such as fishery products,
dalry products, honey, egg
products, meat and meat prod-
ucts, It also certifies ather food

THE INSPECTION
WASTO BE MADE
MANDATORY FOR
OTHER ELROPEAN
COUNTRIES.

BUT IT WAS
DEFERRED DUE
TO COVID-19
PANDEMIC

and non-food products
voluntarily. EIC has global
acceptance and it is assisted by
ElAs.

“To ensure adherence to EU
norms on pesticide residues,
EIC/ E1A certification has been
made mandatory for Basmati/
non-Basmati rice export to EU
countries and 4 other Euro-
pean countries - leceland,
Licchtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland." a commerce min-
istry spokesperson said,

The need for inspection was
felt after some consignments of
rice to the EU were rejected
because of pestcide residue
mainly because the EU in
January 2018 imposed
stringent norms for chemicals
such as tricyclazole and bupro-
fezin.

The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) had
made EIC testing mandatory
for rice exports to the EU in
Navember 2019, which led toa
decrease in the number of
alerts.

The inspection was to be
made mandatory for other
European countries, but it was
deferred due to the Covid-19
nandemic.
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Separate ministry
for cooperation
carved out from
ministry of
agriculture and
farmers welfare

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, July 7

WITH REORGANISATION OF
soime ministries for synergy,the
finance ministry willgetbigger
withthe additionof the depart-
ment of public enterprises
(DPE) to it.A separate ministry
forcooperation has been carved
out from the ministry of agri-
culture and farmers welfare.
Thewholeexerciseisaimed
at removing operational bot-
tlenecksdue to multiple com-
mand centres and thereby
impartingmore efficiency and

BUSINESS LINE

FINANCIAL EXPRESS N. D. 8/7/2021
® REORGANISATION

Finmin gets bigger with DPE in its fold

speed to decision-making.
The DPE of the ministry of
heavy industry and public
enterprisesis the sixth depart-
mentintheministry of finance,
which hitherto housed the
departments of economic aff-
airs,expenditure, revenue, fin-
ancial services and, investment
& publicasset management.
Amongother mandates, the
DPE coordinates matters of
general policy affecting all cen-
tral public sector enterprises
(CPSEs), evaluates and monitors
their performance and under-
takes review of capital projects
and expenditurein CPSEs,
Increasingly, there is a sense
that the CPSEs are hamstrung
bythe needtoreportto multiple
departments/ministries on
operational issues, Currently,
the DPE issues general guide-
lines for these firms, but their
implementation rests with 45
different administrative min-
istries, If information has to be

, CHENNAI 10 JULY 2021

collated on how the guidelines
such as closure of sick CPSEs,
monetisation of assetsor invest-
mentarebeing followed by 250-
od d PSUs, one has toreach out to
alladministrativedepartments,
delaying crucial poelicy deci-
sions. Unlike in India, China's
State-owned Assets Supervision
and Administration Commis-
sion ofthe State Coundl{SASAC)
performs investor'sresponsibil-
ities, supervises and manages
the state-owned enterprises.
The newly carved out min-
istry of cooperation will largely
function as a regulator of the

cooperative sector, performing
similar functions like thecorpo-
rate affairs ministry that over-
sees companies, while the agri-
culture ministry continues to
deal with procurementand cre-
dit in which a large number of
cooperativesare alsoinvolved.
According tothe notification
issued by the government, the
new ministrywill deal with gen-
etalpalicyinthefieldof cooper-
ationandcoordinationof coop-
eration activities in all sectors
while other ministries concer-
nedwill beresponsibleforcoop-
eratives inthe respective fields.
This clears an initial confu-
sion as towhich ministry will
govern fertiliser major Iffco or
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Mar-
keting Federation, popularly
known as Amul; these entities
will be respective administra-
tive departments for fertilisers
and dairy sectors, Similarly, the
procurement of oilseeds and
pulses, undertaken though

THE HINDU, KOCHI

agriculture cooperative Nafed,
will remain with the agricul-
ture ministry.

The ministryof cooperation
will basically oversee the
Central Registrar of coopera-
tive societies that regulate and
govern all multi-state coopera-
tive societies. The step assumes
significance as some of the
finance companies were
allegedly converted to multi-
state cooperativestoevade the
regulating authorities like the
RBI and Sebi.

Aseparate ministrywill def-
initely help as the cooperative
never got importance in the
agriculture ministry that it
deserved and there were than
10 staff working in the cooper-
ative division, a senior official
said. Besides, it will also handle
the affairs of the National Coop-
erative Development Corpora-
tion, which normally funds
cooperatives to undertake gov-
ernmentschemes.
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Digital tech to the aid of farm sector

Kerala Food Platform will help fetch better price for produce and ensure quality

Agro-chemical industry in
for ‘positive growth’in Q1

K V KURMANATH
Hyderabad, July 9

The ¥48,000-crore agro input
industry is likely to post a ‘pos-
itive’ growth in revenues in the
first quarter of this financial
year. Astrong demand for agro-
chemical products in the do-
mestic and international mar-
kets are among the top reasons
for industry experts to forecast
a positive growth in the first
quarter.

“A strong demand in the ex-
port segment and higher
global commodity prices
would drive the revenue
growth in the quarter,” Varshit
Shah, an analyst with research
firm Emkay Globa, has said.

Giving a review of the firms
under its coverage, he pointed
out that all agro-chemical com-
panies have passed on the im-
pact of higher raw material
prices to the consumers.

“We expect agrochemical
companies in our coverage to
deliver 10.8 per cent year-on-
year growth,” he said.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Insecticides (India) Limited
Managing Director Rajesh Ag-
garwal, however, has said that
it would be difficult for the in-
dustry to achieve a double di-
git growth in the quarter. "It is
very difficult for the industry
to achieve that but what I can
say is that it will be a positive
first quarter. There is a good de-
mand in the domestic and in-
ternational markets for agro-
chemical products,” he said.

Kalyan Goswami, Director-
General of Agro Chem Federa-
tion of India (ACFI), has felt
that the first quarter could be
an ‘average quarter’ for the
industry.

“Due to earlier advance sales
and delayed monsoon, sales
and consumption are yet to
pick up. We are expecting rains
to pick up in the second week
of July, triggering demand in
the second quarter,” he said.
“We are sure that the on-going
kharif season will see a positive
growth in sales and consump-
tion of agri inputs,” he said.

HIRAN UNNIKRISHNAN
KDTTATAM

Digital technokgy is now
coming o the rescie of Kerr
Ie's beleaguered Brmingsec:
tor as well. According m K.
Vasuki, Director of Agricul-
ture, pans are afoor to rall
ot & diggital platform for the
farming sector, connecting
aill stakelolders and manag:
ing supply chains, The pro-
ject is part of an e-gover-
nance initiative to esiablish
an agriculture information
management system and
tabe the services of the de
partment online.

“The concept of this plat-
form, envisaged as o one-
swp solution for frmers
and customers, stems from
the indefinite mimber of s
cial media groups for lncad
markets. Discussions are un-
ey way with the Kerala De-
welopment and Innovation
Srratepic Council (K-DISC),
which is integrating afl stake:
holders in the agri-vafue
chain,” said Ms. Vasuki. The
Future modules may also in-
clide an e-commerce plat-
faarm for farm produces.

Y, Unnikrishnan, mem-
ber secretary, K-IMSC, said
the digital necwork named

HT MINT N.D 8/7/2021

da,:a!uml. pme.apple amuaLl:nmuml-p ner

,in K u;am The
cted

Kerala Food Matform weuld
ensure safe-to-eat and guall-
ty produce via supply chain

|ntmdu|:t|on of a digetal platform for
ey avere for Farmers, esparially thess cultivating pershables.

nodogy, it will align the di-
verse  players in the
apriculiure sco-system,” he

traceability. The platform,  said,

piboted ag the Palliakkal Co-
operative Bank in Ernaku
lam, is being adapted w the
requirements of the Agricul-
ture Deparument to enable
procurement and connect
with the wholesale buyse
network. “T0 will allow for
the aggregation of local peo-
duce, bosides its sonting,
grading and quality check-
ing. Using blockehain tech-

Routing the produce

5.8, Napesh, chief of the agri
culture division, Eerala State
Planning Beard, sald the svs-
tem would help absorh the
exeess in homestead frm-
ing. A digtised supply chain
RS U a new avenie for
homestead farmers, espe
ciadly those cultivating per-
ishables, The assured return

of

at a right poing of tme will
serve as an incentive for
Tarmers o join the netwark,”
he saiel. The produce of
farmers whi register on the:
network will the routed to
the area where it will fetch
the maximum price. The
transportation and marker-
ing will be through co-opera-
tive sociedies.

That it incorporates the
provision to trace supply
ehain enabiles better farming
management practices, be
added,

Assured prices fuelling
the agricultural boom

BY ARJUN SRINIVAS, HOWINDIALIVES.COM
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Agri Exports to Cross $40 b in FY22

Strong global demand for sugar, cotton, oilcakes driving the gains: Nabard

Sutanuka.CGhosal
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: India's agricultural
exports will cross $40billion
in FY22 driven by strong
global demand for sugar,
cotton, oilcakes, oilseeds and
non-basmatiriceanddueto
better understanding of the
global markets by the Indian
farming commumnity, accor-
ding to GR Chintala, chair-
man, National Bank for Rural
and Agriculture Development
(Nabard).

“Producers have understood
the overseas market require-
ments and the quality of
products that are in demand.
Thisis driving agri exports
from India. China has emer-
ged asa majorbuyer of agri-
culture products in the world
markets. Also, weare in the
midst of acommodity super

mﬁmﬂkﬂ'fﬂe

BUMPER AGRI EXPORTS

in increasing exports
CEEZISIEE rarmers benerits nave
$3343b 2017-18  increased as FPOs give inputs
$3874b__|2018-19 2t comnelitive prices, hire
: machinery and add value fo
$35.16 b 2015-20 produce to garner better
R prln in the mamets
868
Rise In agri : Nurmeror 4P'0§
exports in i FROSINhe i Tunded Dy
FY22 E country i Naparg
cycle,” sald Chintala. suffered a7.2% fall t0 $256.34
Afterremaining stagnantfor billion, down from the $313
the past three yearsat $38.43 billion in2020-21. Chintala
billionin2017-18,$38.74billion = said Farmer Producer Organi-
in 2018-19and $35.16 billion in sations (FPO)areplayinga
2019-20, the exportof agricul-  keyrole in increasing exports
ture and allied products from the country There are
(includingmarineandplanta- about 8,000 FPOs in the count-
tion products)jumped to $41.25 1y, of which 4868 FPOsare
billion in 2020-21. funded by NABARD and its
Thisrepresentedastunning  subsidiaries. The farmers’
17% rise. On the other hand, benefits have increased by
overall exportsfrom India 20% t040% after they joined

FPOs because they get the
inputs at competitive prices,
hire machinery and add value
to their produce togarner
better prices in the markets.

Toensure farmersobtaina
minimum supportprice
(MSP) for their produce,
Nabard has strengthened
procurementoperations of
various state governments.
“InFY21, we had disbursed
around e50,000 crore on pro-
curement head. This vear we
aim to increase it by another
5,000 crore—v10,000 crore,”
the Nabard chairmanadded.

Nabard has come out witha
new product called Rural
Infrastructure Assistance
(RIAS)for eastern India
states. “Weareseeingthata
number of eastern India
states are keen t0 borrow
under RIAS to set up medical
said.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS N. D. 13/7/2021

PM calls for post-harvest revolution in farm sector

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, July 12

PRIMEMINISTER MARENDRA
Modi on Monday stressed the
need for a post-harvest revolu-
tion in agriculture, and cred-
ited farmers for ensuring
record crop production despite
the Covid-19 pandemic,

“With the ever-increasing
agricultural  production,
thereisa need of post-harvest
revolution and value addi-
tion," Modi said in a message
read out at the foundation
day of Nabard.

“We are striving relent-
lessly to intensify our speed
and scale to achieve this. We
have been taking comprehen-
sive steps to get a complete
solution, from irrigation to
sowing, harvesting and earn-
ings that are technology
enabled,” he said.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Farmers' hard work made
agri, allied sectors resilient

to Covid crisis,

says Tomar

THE AGRICULTURE and allied sectors remained strong
duringthe pandemic, registering a growthof 3.5 per centin
2020-21, mainly due to the hard work of farmers, skills of
scientistsand government's far mer friendly policies, Union
ministerNarendra Singh Tomar said on Monday. "Ouragri-
culture and rural sector, which hasbeen showing strength
for years, has stood strong even during this pandemic and
has contributed to the Indian economy. The tireless hard
work of the farmers, the skill of the scientistsand the farmer
triendly policies of the government and the resolve of the
progress of the villages showed a new ray of hape in the

Coronacrisis,"the agriculture minister said.

Speaking at the same
function, chief economic
advisor Krishnamurthy V
Subramanian said in view of
the surplus production, the

— PTI

government has already
amended the Essential Com-
modities Act so that there is
no harassment of those who
store agriculture commodi-

ties. The ECActwas one of the
three contentious farm laws
enacted by the Centre last
year, but the Supreme
Court has  suspended
implementation of these
legislations since January
amid farmers’ protest.
“There is a big difference
between storage and hoard-
ing, while the EC Act equated
bothas one and the same. The
relevance of sucha lawis quite
low when the country has a
surplus,” Subramanian said.
Citing the Economic Sur-
vey presented last year, he
also said the EC Act has not
had much effect on control-
ling prices. Storage is an
important aspect to ensure
stability in prices all through
the year when harvests of
many of the crops come as per
seasonality, but demand is
round-the-year, he said.
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Paddy coverage likely to reach 3.2 lakh hectares

About 2.83 lakh hectares has been covered so far this kuruvai season

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENRAL

Having achieved a higher
paddy coverage so far this

the season.

Crop cover

Paddy coverage* during Kuruvai/Kar/Somavari season

the Depar

lakh hectares

kuruval cultivation season  Baseallio L Covarage ns of Jily19
than in the previous year, 2020 0N
the Agriculture Department
hopes t touch the 3.2 lakh  — £
hectare-mark at the end of Cuddalore |04 | 0162
Tiruchi |oozs  |oo3
Ahout 2.83 lakh hectares Karur - -
has been covered so far, and i
s Ariyal {ss]]-3 c.oe
nursery has been prepared "r ,u' T
for 1,305 hectares, includi = =
805 hectares in the Cauvery Thanjar |0413 | D384
delta region. According o D045 | D07
= calcula-
tion, this will help to tran- f05 Ll
splant the crop on 40,000 Tiruvaru |0.283 0336
hectares. Eventually, the del- TOTAL (Cauvery delta) 1129 11364
ta region Is expecied 10 ac- Non-delta
count for 154 lakh hectares = -
and the nor-delta region 1.65 Southern districts (Kar) o1 oAy
Northern districts {(Sornavarl) | 0.87 1.061
If the Department’s plan Rermaining non-celta 0088 (D234
oomes off, this vear's perfor areas (Kuruval)
mance will be hetter than . - I T
that of 3020, when the cov- TOTAL {Non-delta) 1058 1465
GRAND TOTAL | 2348 2829

erage was marginally more
than three lakh hectares. Ho-
wever, it will he lower than
what the State accomplished
during 2001 fabout 336 lakh
hectares) and 2015 {approxi-
mately 3.24 lakh hectares),
An important factor that
has contributed to a greater
coverage this time is the
wallabiliy of water. As on

SCAURCE: STATE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

*IN LAKH HECTARES

July 20, the combined live
storage of 15 major reser-
wnoirs in the State was around
104 thousand million cubic
beet (tme fi), equivalent to
52% of the wotal capacity. Un-
likee In the previows years,

water is released from many
of the reservoirs even during
the kuruvai cultivation sea-
s0n, a senior officizl points
out, The moderate rainfall
during the northeast mon-
soon of 2020 and unseaso-

nal heavy rainfall in January
thiis vear led to a comfortable
position In the groundwater

talde,
Though the lom of

BUSINESS LINE ,
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QI farm exports up 44% at $4.8 billion

Shipments of
maize, wheat
increase by 415%

Tamil Nadu's share of the
Cauvery water so far this
maonth was much lower than
the stipulated quantity, the
revival of southwest mon-
s00n in the recent days has
given a sense of hope o agri-
eulturists and officials alika.
The Kabini veservodr, accord-
ing 1o information available
here, is about 30% of its ca-
pacity, and Karnataka offi-
ciaks are expected 1o release
much more in the days to
eome than what they did.

Till July 15, the cumulative
receipt of the Cauvery wirer
fiow thve mmonth was 4,10 tne ft
against the prescribed 15,11,
as assessed by the Central
Water Commission at Bili
gundulu on the interSate
border. What the State real-
ised berween June I and July
15 was about IR tme fr, &
shortfall of 12.5 tme fl.

Ome more reason for the
optimism of the Agriculture
Department is the DME go-
vernment's decision o pro-
vide a kuruvai package of
THLOD crone tw benefit over
2,07 Lakh farmers in the del-

1a region,

KARNI

Bergalung, jJuby 22
Building on last year's robust
growth, exports o agri-products
under the portfolio of Agricul-
tural and Processed Foods Export
Development Authority (AFEDA)
registered a 44 per cent increase
in the first quarter of current fin-
anclal year on higher overseas de-
mand, This is notwithstandin

surging shipments  (eypors o Aee04 praduets in § min)

challenges such as the supply
chain issues triggered by the
Cowvid second wave induced ock-
down during April and May
across the country and higher
freight rates,

According to quick estimates,
exports of farm products mon-
itored by the AFEDA touched
54817 billion during April-june
202 compared with $3.338 billion
in the same period a year ago,

Shipments of rice — basmatl
and nonbasmati — grew 25 per
cent at $2398 billion agalnst
S1gi4 billion in the yearago
period . Rice is the largest product
in APEDA's portfolio. Details of

0 0 %

- P2l P22 change
Fruits & vegetables BT 5845 8.1
Cergal preparations & Misc processed items 5277 311 696
Meat, dairy and poultry products 1,022.4 4835 1115
Rice 23985 19145 253
Otfier cereals 1314 45 4155
Total 48179 33385 443

Source: DECIS, APEDA

the rice velumes shipped during  lionin the year-ago period. Cereal

the quarter were not available,  preparations and miscellaneous
thile demand continuestebero-  processed products registered

bust for the cereal. 69.6 per cent growth to exceed

Cerealsand livestock
Other cereals, including wheat
and maize, registered a whop
ping 415 per cent increase during
the quarter. Exports of other cer
eals stood at $2353 million com:
pared with $44.9 million in the
first quarter last year, APEDA saidl.
Exports of livestock products,
including  meat, dairy and
poultry, gained 1115 per cent dur-
Ing the quarter topping the §1-bil-
lion mark.
Thevalue of livestock products
duringthe quarter stood at§1.022
billion compared with $483.3 bil-

CHENNAI 24 JULY 2021

the half a billion markduring the
review period. Exports of cereal
preparation and other processed
items stood ar $527.7 million
against 53111 million.

Fruits and veggies

Fruits and vegetable exports in-
creased by 9.1 per cent to $637 mil-
lionin the first quarter compared
with $584.5 million in the same
period a year ago.

During the last fiscal, exports of
APEDA products increased by 25
per cent to $19.96 billion on ro-
bust growth in shipments of
productssuch as rice and wheat,

BUSINESS LINE |,

27 pesticides under scanner for ban

12 pesticides
barred, 6 phased
out: Centre tells RS

OUR BUREAU

Mangaluru, july 23

As many as 27 pesticides are
under consideration for ban,
and the Government has ap-
pointed an expert committee
to look into this issue, Naren-
dra Singh Tomar, Union Min-
ister for Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare, told the Ra-
jya Sabha on Friday.

The pesticides are: Aceph-
ate, Atrazine, Benfuracarb,
Butachlor, Captan, Carbend-
azim, Carbofuran, Chlorpyri-
phos, 2,4-D, Deltamethrin,
Dicofol, Dimethoate, Dino-
cap, Diuron, Malathion, Man-
cozeb, Methomyl, Monocro-
tophos, Oxyfluorfen,
Pendimethalin, Quinalphos,
Sulfosulfuron, Thiodicarb,
Thiophanat emethyl, Thiram,
Zineb and Ziram.

He said the Anupam Varma

ACFI NEWSLETTER

12 pesticides were completely
banned

Committee had reviewed 66
pesticides. Accordingly, fol-
lowing due procedure, 12
pesticides were completely
banned and six pesticides
were phased out.

DDT, the use of which for
agriculture purpose has
been completely banned
from May 1989, was allowed
to continue to be used for
public health programme.
“In addition, 27 aforemen-
tioned pesticides have fur-
ther been identified to be
banned,” he said, adding the
pesticide Fenitrothion is
already banned for use in ag-
riculture. The pesticide Endo-

sulfan has not been re-
viewed, being under
consideration of the Su-
preme Court. As many as 18
pesticides were recommen-
ded to be continued.

So far, the government has
banned or phased out 46
pesticides and four pesticide
formulations for import,
manufacture or sale in the
country. In addition, five
banned pesticides are al-
lowed to be manufactured
for export only, eight pesti-
cide registrations have been
withdrawn, and nine pesti-
cides have been placed under
restricted use, he said.

Farmers using e-NAM

In a separate reply, the Minis-
ter said 8.78 lakh farmers
have used National Agricul-
ture Market (e-NAM) plat-
form to sell their agricultural
produces till June-end of
2021-22. A total of 37.73 lakh
farmers used it during the
financial year 2020-21.
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NACL Ind’s%65-cr
pesticides plant expans_lon

SANTOSH PATNAIK
VISAKHAPATNAM

NACL Industries Limited (formerly
Nagarjuna Agrichem Limited), which
has an agrochemicals manufacturing
(pesticides) plant at Arinama AkKi-
valasa village in Etcherla mandal of
Srikakulam districtin Andhra Pradesh
will expand its capacity with an invest-
ment of Rs 65 crore,

The company’s existing project cost
is Rs.398.71 crore. The management has
decided to expand the existing capacity
from 30 TPD to 70.1 TPD. It also envis-
ages inclusion of bio-based agrochem-
icals and captive co-generation power
plants with a capacity of 6 MW. The
plant is spread over 104 acres with a
green belt area of 74 acres. The formu-
lation plant of the company is located
at Ethakota in East Godavari district.

NACL has PAN India presence with
over 50 products covering all major
crops and most of the regions with 58
stock points to ensure faster evacua-
tion. Based on its proposal received
from the company for clearance from
the Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change, Andhra Pradesh
Pollution Control Board has an-
nounced the holding of a public hearing

at the project site. The hearing, which
is mandatory as per the court direc-
tions, will be held on August 25.

An official of APPCB said sugges-
tions, views and objections can be sub-
mitted within 30 days of notification
Thoseinterested can participate inthe
public hearing at the designated venue
following Covid-19 guidelines. The ex-
ecutive summary of the draft Environ-
ment Impact Assessment is on display
at the offices of Collectorate, District
Industry Centre, APPCB and other of-
fices, According to the company s web-
site, the plant at Srikakulam has six
manufacturing blocks involved in pro-
duction of insecticides, fungicides, her-
bicides, and fine chemicals.

The company boasts of havinga state
of the art zero liquid discharge plant
and incinerator for total effluent treat-
ment and water recovery,

HANS INDIA, HYDERABAD 27 JULY 2021

‘Exports to drive recovery’

Covid 2nd wave may have more Iasttng damage on economy Moody's Analytics

NeEw DELHI

THE second wave of Covid-19 may
have a more [asting damage on the In-
dian economy and exports will once
uguin he the foundation for recovery,
Moody’ ics said on Monday.
Inits repnrt titled 'APAC Economic
Outloak: The Delta Roadblock',
Moody's Analytics said social distanc-
ing is weighing on the current quarter,
but economic recovery will resume by
the year-end. The Delta variant of
Covid-19 is among factors now ad-
versely affecting economies of the
Asin-Pacific (APAC) region, but the
economic hil from the corrent rownd
of movement testrictions in the region
will not be as severe s the recessions
in the second quarter of last year. In
India, where exports make up rela-
tively small shares of the economy,
high commudity prices have boosted
the value of exports, This isone factor
that helped reinvigorate India after its

first devastating wave of Covid-19,
“While its second wave, which is
now coming to an end, may have more
lasting damage to the economy as the
pandemic’s one<two punch hit small
enterprises very hard, exports will
once again be the foundation for re-
covery,” it said, With regard to vacci-
nation, Mo alytics, which is a
finaneial intelligence company, said
India is struggling to accelerate its

3§ pace of inoculation, The
global economic recovery
is continuing at a solid
pace, but parts of Asia will
notreflect this in the near
term given heightened so-
cial distaneing restric-
tions now in place, partic-
ularlyin Southeast Asinas
the Delta variant of
Covid-12 spreads across
the region, it said
Moody's Analytics said
global GDP this year will
be in the range of 5-5.5 per cent, well
ahowve its 3 per cent potential growth
rate as recovery conlinues from last
year's pandemic recession. “Global
trade continued its mpid recovery well
into this year's second quarter. Global
industrial production also is still ris-
ing. although now at & slower pace
than merchandise trade as tie-ups in
global supply chains slow many man-
ufacturing processes,” it added.

TELANGANA TODAY HYDERABAD 30/7/2021

11 new crop varietiesin TS

Mew varieties have high levels of nutrients and some are good for diabetic persons
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Agriculture Department gears up to curh black marketing of fertilizers

STAFF REPORTER
HATI, July

5 ng about the re-
parts of irregularitics in
the fertilizer business, As-
sam Agriculiure Minister
Atul Bors on Tuesday siat-
ed that the Agriculiure
Drepuriment hus taken var-
Tuus sieps o crack down
on the black marketing of
fertilizers.

Bora suid that the gov-
ernment also directed the
Directorate of Agriculture
Deparimieni te enguire into
the irregularities.

The Minister asserted
that there have also besn
feparts that the farmers are
I:mcuring urea at much

izher rates than the actu-
al rates. During an inguiry.

the Agricultural Depart-
ment with assistance. from
the District Admi

waming has been issued 1o
ane shop.

aiming o

has detected various such
irrepularities, said Bora,
Based on the inguiry,
out of & ol of 344 whole-
sule dealers of fertilizers in
the State, the Department
has isswed show-cause no-
tices o M dealers, Moseo-
ver, it has suspended the 1i-
censes of threc shops
sealed one and issued o
warming to one wholesalo
shop, Similarly, out of
1615 retail deslers, the de-
partment his issued show-
culse notices (o 380 such
dealers for i ir-

nekle the menace of Mack
marketing of ferilizers, the
agriculivral  department
s decided (o take the fol-
lowing steps —

The retailers cannot
use Poinl of Sale Ma-
chines (PoS) while sclling
fertilizers.

"It has heen reported
that mnny retailers are will-
ingly not using the PoS
muchines while selling fer-
tilizers. Thus, the agricul-
il deprariment hus direct-
ed thay the retailers use the
Pos b und also

regularities, The license ef
three retail deilers has been
suspended, While 16 retail
shops have been sealed, a

ACFI NEWSLETTER

provide receipts 1o the cos-
tomers. IF the relailers don’t
use the Pof machines then
the shop’s license will be

cancelled.” said Bora,
Further, Boru said that
the PoS machines should
be provided by the fertiliz-
er manulaetoring compa-
ies 10 the retailers, The
district administration will
keep an eye on whether the
retailers are wsing the PosS
machines or nof.

are selling fertilizers with-
out having retail 1D, The
fertilizer manufacturing
companies should provide
the retail sellers with & re-
tail 1D 1 o reailer fails w
get a retail 1D from the re-
speclive company then the
license of hisfher shop will
e cancelled.” said Bora,

partment has directed the
retail sellers o put up bon-
ners mentioning the prices
of the fertilizers, The retuil
sellers can only sell the
items in only authorized

dreus. Or else, their license o

will be cancelled.

On the issuance of new
licenses, Bora said that
from now on licenses will
be provided to retailers
concerning the number of
farmer familics and the to-
tal requirement of fortiliz-
ers in the specific an,

“According 1o an order
of the Central goveminent,
the retailers should have
the following gualification
to sell fertilizers — Degree
in Agricultural Science of
C‘hcmlslry Diploma in Ag-

“Many of the il

The Agricul

Itural Science. IF the re-

tailers have no such degree
then hefshe must have un-
dergone training from the
National Institute of Agri-
culiural Extension Man-
serment. Natiomal Instiiute

Flant Health Manage-
ment, or any such recog-
nized institution,” Bora
underlined,

The Minister pointed
out that there have been
allegations that & seetion of
wholzsalers are distributing
fertilizers under the name
of specific companics al
railway rack points. Thus,
the depariment has taken
vardous effons o cwrb this
pmchw he sund.

“A wholesaler can
ooly take 200 metric
tonnes (MT) of fertilizers
from & specific company

at o rack point. The Cen-
iral government has di-
Tect the companies 1o pro-
vide fertilizers Lo the
State based on the month-
Iy requirement. However,
the companies have not
been able o follow the
directions, Due to this rea-
son. there has been a short-
age of fertilizers and the
unscrupuloos raders are
selling Tertilizers ar high-
er raes,” snid Bora

Lastly. Bora opined that
there are fewer nimbers of
railway rack poinis in As-
sain.

“The State needs at least
b6 mmilway mck points. But
there are only seven rack
poinis due to which the
supply of fertilizers is nol
timely,” Bora added
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AGRI SECTIONS WITH MINIMUM STATE INTERVENTION GROW FASTEST

Decadal Story W0N-12 2002 Y%chg TheUniongovernmentrecently released
. 156.32 g the second Advance Estimates for

E?rﬁfﬂiﬁm Vegetables 196.26 (25.55) horticulture production for2020-21,
and foodgrain s 7642 which once again showed that
Eroductmn 102.76 (34.47) output there has been higher than

Total horticulture —32259793 (28.22) foodgrain. The data shows that over
*Production is in ; —255'; %g the past10years, not only harticulture
i 2 Foodgrain 50544 (17.80) putthe production of eggs, meat, milk
v toace-e Oilseeds I 2.713) and also fruits and vegetables have been faster than
so12019-20 — 286se _ eD) o uentional foodgrain.
dinmnoales  Sugara@ne _mg?ﬂg (8.80) In the broader foodgrain category, pulses are an
bale=170kg 3 M 35. exception as its production has risen by almost 48 per cent
:‘5}2_‘::5;“‘”'“- Cm:ton—_gl 379 (3.66) over 10 years. Interestingly, in all the crops where growth
horticutture datais  Milk 208.0 (62.63) hasbeenrobust, governmentintervention in the form of
gﬁgfﬂ”ﬁf"am e 13.66 direct purchases at a pre-fixed price or controls is almost
i 1i 16 (63.51) negligible. The faster growth in milk, fish, eggs, meat also
per3rd Eggs* [ '6'6116 A (75.17) bringsinto question the manner in which they have been
s il and 535 : marketed, while growth in fruits and vegetables is

Meat** 911 (47.85) perhaps the result of better quality seeds. SANJEEB MUKHERIEE

ECONOMIC TIMES MUMBAI 30/07/2021

DCM Shriram Plans
to Shift its Focus to
Value-added Goods

HINDU COIMBATORE 29/7/2021

TNAU showcases drone technology
for pesticide application

Nehal.Challawala
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: DCM Shriram is bet-
ting on newer value-added busl-
nesses, such as speclalty chem!-
cals and other downstream seg-
ments, to drive growth in a che-
micals market where several
pockets have been commoditl-

sue once or twice, but we have
nothad adiscussionor any serio-
us look at restructuring the gro-
up,” said Ajay Shriram, chair-
manandsentor MD.

The company presently has se-
veral new projects ongoing atan
investment of 2,350 crore. The-
se include an investment of
©2,100 crore in the chemicals bu-
siness towarda new power plant,

zed, crimping profitsand under- capacity expansion for caustic

scoring the need to differentiate  soda and aluminium chloride

for building sustainable compe- and investments in the epichlo-

titive advantage. rohydrin and hydrogen peroxide
The company has already in-

vested in capacities to make

Epichlorohydrin and Hydrogen EXPLORING OPTIONS

Peroxide. Although not special- -

ty chemicals, these are value-ad- ""-' co pas airea

ded products for its core chemi- = d‘y invested

cals business. It will soon also o . .

manufacture epoxy. It is also in- in capacities

vesting in a research and deve-

lopment Iaboratory for develo- tomake value-added

pingmore specialty chemicals. .
“Wearelookingat various che- pr{x]UCtS for itscore

mistries - value-add chemistri- . i

es, intermediate chemistries, Chermcals bUSII’leSS

and even base chemistries. Be-
cause while we want to go up the
value chain, at the same time we
are looking at going up the scale
levels also,” Vikram Shriram,
vice chairman and managing
director told ET.

The business conglomerate has
its fingers In several ples llke
chemicals, sugar, alcohol, fertili-
sers and even PVC doors and
windows under the Fenesta
brand. But spinning off busines-
ses into Independent companies
was noton the cards.

“0Our board has raised this is-

business. The company was also
spendingv150 crore on a new dis-
tillery.

DCM Shriram pared its debt
from e 1,167 crore a year ago to
©122 crore at the end of the June
quarter due to several positive
factors. The government recent-
1y cleared all the pending dues of
fertiliser companies, The com-
pany also had low sugar stocks,
which helped with additlonal
cash flow. That, coupled with
other internal accruals, drove
downdebt.
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Field trials
conducted in
districts to arrive
atstandard
operating
procedure

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COHMBATORE

Soon farmers in Tamil Nadu
could be using drones to
spray pesticides or apply fer-
tlizers or nutrients to crops,

And, this could be in the
near future as the Tamil Na-
du Agricultural University is
ready with the technology
and standard operating pro-
cedure, crop-wise, Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare M.R.K. Panneersel-
vam in the presence of Agri-
culture Production Commis-
sioner C. Samayamoorthy,
senjor officials and Viee-
Chancellor N.  Kumar,
viewed the demonstration at
the Lniversity on
Wednesday,

The university said the
Department of Remote Sens:
ing and GIS" study since 2018
on the use of drones had
helped it identify the right
type of drone, the concen-
tration of pesticide, herbi-
cide, nutrient, etc., standar-
dise the spray volume and
speed for paddy matze, puls-
5, SUgarcane, fomato, tapio-
ca, vegetables and a few oth-
BT CTOPS.

Minister for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare M.R.K. Panneerselvam (third right) viewinga
demonstration an using drone to spray pesticides at the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University in

the city on Wednesday,

It had conducted field
trials in Coimbatore, Peram-
balur, Tiruvannamalai, Sa-
lem and a few other districts
to arrive at the standard op-
erating procedure,

The drones that it had or-
dered after customisation
ran on petrol, had the capac-
ity to carry up to 16 litres of
pesticide and could ily non-
stop for three hours.

The study had revealed
that the drone could accom-
plish in a few hours the task
that two labourers required
a day todo - spray pesticides
or apply fertilizers on a hec-
tare, the universicy said.

5. EIUA SARAMANAN

The advantages identified
during the field trials were
that the farmers could use
the drones for localised ap-
plication of pesticides or fer-
tilizers for effective crop
management and they could
do it within a very short
time.

Early application of the
pesticides or  fertilisers
would help the farmers save
Crops.

1f they were to depend on
labourers for the same it
could take time and the time
difference could prove criti-
cal in saving crops,

As for using the drones on

coconul, arecanut or other
plantation crops, the univer-
sity officials said it was in the
pipeline.

At present the university
was engaged m standardis-
ing the drone application on
a few more crops and the-
reafter it would concentrate
an plantation crops.

The farmers could hire
the drones to spray pesti-
cides or apply fertilizers but
it was for the Agriculture De-
partment to take a call. At
the university,

Mr. Panneerselvam
viewed the use of dione on a
mango orchard.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using the information of a general nature and
is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular
individual or entity. The report has been prepared from various
public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is
selective and subject to upgradation, revision and amendment.
While the information provided herein is believed to be accurate and
reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
accuracy of completeness of such information and data available in
the public domain.
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