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Make optimum use of pesticides: Experts
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CHANDIGARH, MAY [
The Agro Chem Federation
of India (ACFI) today
launched a mass campaign
to create awareness among
farmers about the right and
optimal use of pesticides
for increasing the yield,
quality and income.

During the launch here,
Minister for Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare JP Dalal
flagged-off five mobile vans
to educate, engage and
empower farmers.

Dalal said these mobile

Vans to spread message
Jaago Kisan Jaago

2

vans would spread the mes-
sage ‘Jaago Kisan Jaago' in
true sense across Haryana

that by using pesticides with
new technology and buying
farm inputs against a GST
bill would help the farmers
increase their yield, quality
and income significantly.

He urged farmers not to
buy any pesticides and agri-
culture-related  materials
without a bill. Those sellers
who fail to provide bills may
be selling fake products and
farmers need to be alert,
Dalal added.

He further said at a time
when our country was aim-
ing to become a $5 trillion
economy, unscrupulous ele-

ments were flooding the
Indian markets with low-
quality and spurious agricul-
tural inputs, which might
derail the progress in the
field of food production.
Meanwhile, ACFI director
general Kalyan Goswami
said there was an urgent
need to check the sale of bio-
products laced with unautho-
rised and unregistered
chemical pesticides by dum-
my companies as it impacted
the lives and livelihood of
farmers and posed a grave
threat to India’s food securi-

ty and environment.

ACFI launches mass campaign to aware
farmers on pesticides optimal use

NEERAJ SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MAY 6

India’s leading Agrochemical
Policy Platform the *Agro Chem
Federation of India — ACF1" has
launched a mass campaign to
create awareness among farmers
about right & optimal use of Pes-
ticides for increasing the yield,
quality, and income. In our coun-
try, we have 2.4% arable land,
4% of water resources and 18%
of the world population, but by
mimmal use of feriihizers & pes-
ticides, we are the second largest
producer of agn produce in the
World. In spite of being the sec-
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ond biggest producer, our coun-
try’s share in international trade
1s hardly 3%. All the credit goes
to our hard-working farmers and
the scientists of our Nation, and
especially to Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastn, our former Late Prime
Minister who had sown the sced
of the first green revolution by
giving the slogan *Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan’ motivating all the coun-
trymen. Today, 5 mobile vans

were flagged off by Shri JP.
Dalal, Hon'ble Agriculture Min-
ister of Haryana at Chandigarh 1o
educate, engage and empower
the farmers of the State of
Haryana who are the synonym of
the real culture of agriculture and
feeding the Nation with wheat
and other essential commodities
even when the world is craving
for food-grains due to the ongo-
ing Russia-Ukraine crisis.
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ACFI launches mass campaign to aware farmers

on pesticides optimal use
HR AGRICULTURE MINISTER FLAGS-OFF 5 MOBILE VANS TO EDUCATE FARMERS ON RIGHT INPUTS USE

HEC sapmatnshoms

CHANDGARH, MAY &
Inlia's fending  Aypraclicmibcal
aticy Pathorm the ‘Agns Chem
Federatien of ketia = ACFT has
lowwlien] & inass cempaign W
Crete DWATRTRSS deviong {armens
aboit eight & optlmal uwse of
Penticiles for increaning the
s, ciadity, and ineome,

I ongr conairy, wo have 2.4%
orable land, 4% of water
esoraroes and (B of the wiorkd
pepidation, bt by imininml use
of fiztiiien & petickles, we e
the seeond lampest woducer of
g peodiiee i the Wiorkl In
spite of helng the sevond biggoa
peoduont, our coustry's shame in
international trade & hardl' %
Al the crodif goes to oup Tand-
working farmwers oo the saen-
it F erar Mg, apd pocially
tis St Ll Diabhndir Shastri, onr
fesmnor Late Prime Mistdster who
hal nivm the soiad of the fipa
wren mevohition by v, the
ulongan ‘dal dawon, Jai Kisan
ibivaiigy all the colmirymien.

Today, 5 mobile vans wore
flaggod off by Shei 0% Ualal,
Fiobie: Agriculture. Mmeser of
Harvann ot Chandigmrh fo odie-
oo, engage sl ooipower e
frmers of the Staw of Haryana
sl s the svnomsro <l the real
outureiof sigrioy e snd feoding
thee Mlation with whieat and other
ersonthitl  eomimomlites o
when the wodd s enning loe
oo lgraine dbee b the ongnlg
Houwsta-1 rmine crises

These 5 mobile v will be
the carrier b croabe i knowledge
based Riernd Horviatys by eossies
bg “dagn Kisan Jagn® in true
serve movid will ignite their mrinds
o gl Ths hony of the wiiinilien
that s the St of Moryana,
the bind of Kurukehetr whire
thee by e O Makabduarati ws
e o pevstabvbish 8 we oot mnd
od the wnrightenusniss and o
diesitroy e wiihed s prided
the virtuous. Thes: 5 mohibe vioe

will ¢ilanle ihe fnrosem Seooks
Harvana and sy the messapge
that by wutbagg peeaticades with pow
rechmtlopy, buving agri-npute
ayninst & GST hill thar yeld
guality and inoome cin e
irteremsi] significantly

ALY bosgy with B ostevsmsd
wiembes compeanies ane g to
create mwnrenss againat the e
gl smmpgied. duplicate, oo
et motwork which ane dooely
kg the farmmors il etdanpers
ot vl s, ewesially
the sl md the Mather Earth
Misbpnded peaickls are ot
oily spoiling the oarth, bt thes
are s ey moeh haonful m
o envirahment, aoinels and
Himan bealth a5 nobady knoes
bt their grasaliby aond seanland
Oy the ether sido, in the nmme of
Blo-grroducts  bio-stimulnnts,
mbsreants are cheatmg the
farmiers by supplving chemiod
bwed bo-prvidincts which we
buving @ cocktall of 1o pesti
cides as i thet meports of the
Gt of Karnotaka. From
Fibeunry — May {unzo) the stale
b denown a0 mnples of bio-
products witich wire tesed in
the Labwipatiinles of e Gant, of
Kirtistihn

It quite disturhing tha this
yonr, 4 |oes oo off chili crps
wire destroved In South [ndi,
eapocially, Kamataka Andhm
Pradesh, Telangaon due b the
attack, af blsck thrips which
ool be controllod as chemi-
ool boeed boiprochuets wene usod
by fnrmers i sube-lethal dose due
to witieh resbsance hiss been
developed In the ipseet and o
postickle wirk svorking aind rm-
s had to plough back thelr
fickis

1t b= grite distucking that
oven the pesticides which area't
registererd iy Dl were fonud in
the cocktall of chemical prsti-
ciches I the garks o Beo-peodiets.
Theee are dote b fhe-by-night

mvrmires. 1t ia shneldne 1o nale

thal same Do soole tho
estrerme =tep of conumitting sul-
e bpelng prosaced by (he
mvoitdahie sitoation bad  Locin
allowe| speedy registration . of
perwe bechunilogry pesticides (8 per
thit lesecticldes A, Wbl aod
Innoctisldies Bubes, 171 nnd con-
frolked o8 toeely manner the
momien of fako, Begal, couster-
it dnnisbroenidod pesthcielise

The resemnt f ride condncted
by the ‘Policy fn Delhd ave the
gt emnipie whiere hoge ein-
riguments of such mishousded,
{adue, ilbegal, enuimteielt pesti-
cides hnd exposed this menmos
yot spaing o sricr setlone ane
il il

Wis et choarly s the soapo
ol growth of Agricaltute by
incrensing per horuwn vield and
unnium of Agri-prodoie . in
Iouhim, prosdddes sew fechology
presziichd o usod nppetipristely
in the preeriliesd guantitien
These new technology product
are nul sade Auallibie tnooar
farmiers which b evidere om
the fnet that ot af 1,17p pesticide
mokrules (el olwinical ad
biclogicn] origin) roglsered the
Wiield s, Chiug liag gso4,
I7SA ha= lop7=, Pakdstan &
Yictoam e agoe, whiervss
oeily 20n molecali A regis-
tored for use in India This s
pecaiise of our les roglateation
Nyntein, . oon-premotson of sew
texhtinloggy presticides o iage
of ke, Wlegal, coumoerfia, mis-
brunded pesticites, 'These are
key roasus of the Indian GO
from Agricoltire betng almost
1/ 4 in enenpariseey 1o Chilna,

Al EARI soysiet o ol ol
intas B-gut erop losses due (o
niite-iget B quality pesticicdis ad
per pest infestatian & elimote
ponditions: As per Lok Sabha
QNG 2928 amewersd o
iy garnl, the Govt of Indin
pedipnatos p-poe pomsl enop
Joses  Oloda's  valoe  Bs
i st T = o b cvers

FADY cstimindes 0% ooy ases.
The EX Parlinment Agri Sclence
orayiniites: rstinate oW, odin-
thoy i ooen o B ban't done from
psts, disensis, oo, Thisecnnom-
B vt aburwing o huge "ofiptie-
tunity-boss”  cun surels
malieed 10 0 gremt extent by
“newetechiodopy ™. These alss
resbted in Indin lagging bebind
all mupor divedogos? oo in
agrbvicdd for all magor mop

Adlidressdng 5 gt oo
enee ot the lunch ceremmy,
Han'ble Agriculture Minister,
Shei JJI°. Dalal il thal “Ar a
thme whiss our country i aiming
i Drmenie w USE triion e
iy, s clements e
Tlosnefing, Lk pranedess with bow
cuality ol fpninions agri-ingul
praducty, which may deril the
coumiry's progreds pehioved in
thie Bl o foo| prosection, The
e ol be eoetrolled by o
stakreledibirs. ACH] hus fakien a
sery good siep o ediewe ow
rners which shoulil be Laeled
wind] sipprorind.”,

Addressing the press confer-
smie, e Kalpan (oo,
Dt eetor Giyerald, ACFT sakd,

"lherre ke sy prgent end i
chik the sile of teo-prducts
Inoed with wnmuthoriod  and
ey bered ehooniad pesticides
by dummy compunies as it
mapacts the lives pod ivelibeod
of farmiers amd poses 0 oo
threwt o India's food porarity
nnwd ewvimomen.”

“He hos wrged the Union
Government 1o take effective
sbepi b el llegad frmpuirt of
pestivides by misdoelpration
which & not onke cansing, o g
Trs trs fmraners, bug also fmpact-
i e matioar’s nevimuee oollee-
themy.”

"He has stresed that it &
important for famiers o by
ity ot dgueinity ngr-ingeats Hike
frotfliers and pesticides, and
ks s thies i the M gty

i |l ol andies vevrkires cmn

ACFI launches mass
campaign to aware farmers
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augrnent the sowlry’s agricul-
tune expied to o mich highes
limand™,

*[i Ciemwain | opimes| that the
farmers nesd to insst oo an
invoien o Bill with o GET nusober
whanoeer thin purchoss: weeo-
chesmicak. Insisting on Iwoke
will belp in checking the sale of
bl gro-laprits. 1t will alsn
b wirnewkin sitnathon foe adl ihe
aabicholders inclaling farmen.
ooy, mid fonlastry”

Adibressing: the press votier-
endu, Shri Paswan Povad, Nutional
Crimernl Soerctiry |, Rashiriya
Kisan I'roprossive pssockation
(REPA) salel,

*We will do o natopwide
campaign i fight s per o
bsdon ol vislon of RKI'A for
reduction of the GST fran oue-
et fperornt o 5 pencot Oal so
that we can mmchase ose crop
proection peodict by Bil only 1
el il kaale gosareinents
tatkoe sl of owr’ ey dennnnd”,

“Also i requed Hanhis PM
and all Chied sthsders and o
ACH alsn o prowide us hest of
thee techislogy foc emop jiegoes
finn = tht wye cun tup the glob-
al Markot to export o' eomni-
modithes. W dont want e
il pewticicos but bisst pood-
act

Phaston Caption:

e 1 M P Dala] { I iadeladle
| Huoyaga  Minbster  for
Agriculture & Fanmipr Welfare
addieie o peess conferenoe on
Jign K dnge' w0 & hotal in
Clusrlisary oo Ve,

e 2 B 01 Dindod [ i wilsite
kurta } Hanana Minlsier for
Aprwuitioe & Faomer Welfiss
during the fhugoff of Uagn Kisan
dagty’ mobible vans bo speesd
mwarerhess jimEng farness al a
hotel in Chandigish on Friday

Fior st hifortad iom:

Dr,  Kabam | Gesiwnmi,
DMreetor Geeseral, ACF],
stk gectswamniaEacfhiodiag o
wilrl = vl
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5 mobile vans
flagged off to
ensure judicious
use of farm
chemicals in
Haryana

PNS B CHANDIGARH

aryana  Agriculture

Minister JP Dalal on
Friday flagged-off five mobile
vans to ensure judicious use of
crop protection chemicals that
support sustainable farm man-
agement. The mobile vans will
educate, engage and empower
the farmers of Haryana. The
campaign is part of agro-chem-
ical policy platform, Agro
Chem Federation of India
(ACFI), which is creating
awareness among farmers
about the right and optimal use
of pesticides for increasing crop
yield, quality and income.

Speaking at the launch cer-
emony, Dalal said unscrupulous
elements are flooding Indian
markets with low-quality and
spurious agri-input products,
which may derail the country's
progress in food production.
"This should be controlled by all
the stakeholders. The ACFI
has taken a very good step to
educate our farmers which
should be lauded and support-
ed,” he said. ACFI Director
General, Kalyan Goswami
urged the Union government to
take effective steps to control
illegal import of pesticides.
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Mobile vans to ensure judicious
use of farm chemicals in Haryana
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“The government is making efforts to improve
marketing and remuneration for organic farmers”

Taking forward Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision for cleaner agriculture, Union agriculture
minister NARENDRA TOMAR outlines the
plans to push natural and organic farmingin a
conversation with ANILESH S. MAHAJAN

0. PM Modi and your
ministry are pushing hard
to unleash the potential

of natural and organic
farming. What all have you
done so far?

A. PM Modi has strongly
batted for natural farming,
This has raised awareness
for this form of agriculture
in the country. Last year

in December, at Gujarat’s
Anand, the state’s governor,
Acharya Devvrat, made a
strong presentation in front
of thousands of farmers.
Natural farming, under the
ministry’s Paramparagat
Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY),
is now done in farms spread
over 5 lakh hectares. States
like Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh
alone have 3 lakh hectares of
these farms, followed closely
by Madhya Pradesh. The
satisfaction is that the aware-
ness about natural farming
is increasing. Consumers,
too, are getting more health-
conscious; that is increasing
the demand for natural and
organic food products. The
segment is also attracting
young entrepreneurs.

0. Where do you see the
country's organic produc-

tion going in the next five
years? Inwhich areas is
your ministry working to
realise the potential of
organic farming?

A. India has made strong
and unprecedented progress
in organic farming. The
country stands fourth in

the world today in terms of
area under organic farming
and tops the list in terms

of organic products. The
area under organic farm-
ing was 11.8 lakh hectare in
2013-14- and has crossed 38
lakh hectare now [under
PKVY, Namami Gange, Na-
tional Program for Organic
Production and Bharatiya
Prakritik Krishi Paddhati].
It has already benefitted

15 lakh farmers practising
farming on 12 lakh hect-
ares. The initial focus is

on the 5 km corridor along
the Ganga. States too have
been incentivised to support
organic and natural farm-
ing. To achieve this, we have
formed a high-level commit-
tee of scientists and experts,
and work is in progress.

Q. What are you doing to
build the market infra-
structure for the same?
A. The government is mak-

ACFI NEWSLETTER
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“THE DEMAND
FOR ORGANIC
FOOD IS RISING
AS PEOPLE TURN
MORE HEALTH-
CONSCIOUS.
YOUNG ENTRE-
PRENEURS ARE
GETTING ATT-
RACTED TO THE
SEGMENT"”

ing efforts to improve the
market access for organic
and natural farmers and get
good remuneration for pro-
duce. For certification of the
produce, organic groups have
to be linked with Farmer
Producer Organisations
(FPOs) which can ensure
them post-harvest facilities.
For the Northeast alone, 170
FPOs have been formed so
far. These FPOs are help-
ing farmers market their
produce directly. Other than
this, 130 FPOs have been
floated under PKVY. In the

future, too, the plan is to link
all organic and natural farm-
ers with markets through
these FPOs.

Q. PM Modiis astrong
votary of crop diversifica-
tion. The push for organic
and natural farming and
minimum support price
(MSP) for oilseeds and
pulses were seen as steps
in that direction. What has
been our success so far?
A. The government regularly
fixes the MSP for 22 crops
and the FRP (fair & remu-
nerative price) for sugarcane.
Under the National Food
Security Mission, states are
assisted to buy pulses, mil-
lets, oilseeds, cotton etc.; the
Centre and states are buying
25 per cent of oilseeds and
pulses from the farmers.
Any proposal from the states
to make further purchases

is cleared quickly. This is
already reflecting in pulse
production numbers. Pulse
production rose to 27 million
tonnes in 2021-22 from 16.3
MT in 2015-16, a massive 65
per cent jump. This has also
helped us bring down im-
ports to 2.32 MT in 2020-21
from 6.36 MT in 2016-17.
PM Modi has also commit-
ted to forming a committee
to ensure transparency and
smooth implementation of
MSP. Crop diversification
and promotion of organic
and natural farming will be a
critical component in it.
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Godrej Agrovet plans doubling
capex to X500 crore in FY23

To invest X300 cr
in expanding
Astec Lifesciences

VISHWANATH KULKARNI

Bengaluru, May 12

Godrej Agrovet (GAVL), a diversi-

fied agribusiness company, is
doubling its capital expenditure
to over X500 crore in the current
financial year and plans to make
major investments in Astec Lifes-
ciences, the agrochemical active
ingredients subsidiary. The com-
pany has been incurring a capex
of £200-250 crore annually in re-
cent years.

“Of the 500 crore capex
planned for the year, more than
%300 crore will be invested in
scaling up Astec Lifesciences,
where we see big growth oppor-
tunity,” said Balram Singh Yadav,
Managing Director, GAVL.

‘A&

Balram Singh Yadav,
MD, GodrejAgrovet

“We are very optimistic on
Astec. A lotof investmentis going
to get committed in Astec Life sci-
ences over the next three years
during which we expect to
double the capacity,” he said.

Scaling R&D

“Our strategy is to create techno-
logy platform. We are very good
in Triazole platform, then we cre-
ated our capability in Sulphonyl
urea and pyrdimines. Similarly,
we have 2-3 more platforms in

which we want to invest for
which we need to build capabilit-
ies first. We have a very good R&D
centre coming up at Rabale with
an investment of 125 crore and
that will open up a lot of oppor-
tunities in contract manufactur-
ing,” Yadav said.

GAVL expects to commission-
ing the R&D centre for Astecin Oc-
tober, which will be almost triple
the existing facility in Dombivili.

“We is also scaling up our R&D
team to over 200 scientists,” he
added.

Revenue growth
GAVL reported an 18.5 per cent
growth in net profits to I408.5
crore for FY22, while its revenue
grew 327 per cent to 38306.1
crore from the previous year.
Astec LifeSciences reported 22
per cent growth in revenue to
2676.6 crore during FY22.

Deepak Fertilisers Q4 consolidated
PAT up 144% at Rs 283 crore

Deepak Fertilisers on Wednesday reported a 144.30 per cent
jump in consolidated profit after tax (PAT) at Rs 282.91 crore
for the quarter ended March 2022. The company's PAT stood
at Rs 115.80 crore during the corresponding quarter of 2020-
21, Deepak Fertilisers and Petrochemicals Corporation said in

a BSE filing.
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Prioritise residue-free farming overorganicfarming

THIRUKUMARAN NAGARAJAN

ver the past few years,

there has been a

paradigm shift in con-

sumer preferences, In-
dian buyers are becoming increas-
ingly  health-conscious  and
watchful of the food they con-
sume, In light of this trend, two
modes of farming — residue-free
and organic, have become increas-
ingly popular.

Simply put, residue-free farming
techniques entail the protection
and growth improvement of seed-
lings and plants by using organic-
ally procured bio-fertilisers and
biocides.

The produce is also grown using
synthetic pesticides, which are ap-
plied at predetermined intervals
so that the residue is not present in
enormous quantities, conforming
to the (MRL) Maximum Residue
Level.

Organic farming, on the other
hand, is an agricultural system
that relies on pest controls and bio-
fertilisers that are obtained from
animal and plant waste. It even in-
volves the plantation of nitrogen-
fixing cover crops.

Residue-free farming eliminates

the shortcomings of organic farm-
ing techniques. It is essential to
promote residue-free over organic
farming for the following reasons:

Consumption: Research now
reveals that there are no clear in-
dicators to suggest that organic
produceoffers a higher nutritional
value when compared to fruitsand
vegetables grown using other tech-
niques. Residue-free farming prac-
tices have been success-
ful in overcoming this
downside. Since it does
not involve any toxin
throughout the pro-
duction process, the
fruits and vegerables,
thus produced, are best
for those with allergies
and other dietary re
strictions. Their overall nutritional
value and quality are high. Despite
the obvious benefits, farmers in In-
dia do not fully embrace residue-
free farming, which is mostly neg-
lected by buyers and sellers in the
local market.

Several State governments have
recognised the imponance of
residue-free produce. The ¥2,200-
crore State of Maharashira Ag-
ribusiness and Rural Transforma-
tion (SMART) project plans to sup-

ply the urban population of Pune
residue-free produce.
Production: According 10 a
study, the yield capacity of organic
farming methods is so low that re-
lying solely on these rechniques
will be insufficient te meet the de-
mands of a constantly rising popu-
lation, Further, the production of
Organic items is expensive, and in
some instances, the mark-up of
these produces is as
high as 40 per cent
Residue-free tech-
niques, on the other
hand, are economical,
and they donot hamper
production quantity. It
makes use of modern
practices  like  poly-
houses, grafting, bio-fer-
tiliser management, and rainwa-
ter harvesting. The Centre has
launched the All India Network
Project on Pesticide Residues
(AINP-PR) to combat pesticide con-
tamination in several food com-
modities. Numerous agritech play-
ers are also collaborating with
farmers to produce residuefree
fruits and vegetables.
Environmental:  Traditional
farming  practices  depended
largely on chemical fertilisers and

pesticides. These substances are
not only detrimental for con-
sumers but also impoverish the
quality of the surrounding envir-
onment. For instance, they lead to
soil degradation, water pollution
and loss of aquatic life, among oth-
ers. Though organic farming erad-
icates this problem, the cost of do-
ing so is very high. The yield is
insufficient. Residue-free practices
entail minimal or no usage of
chemicals. They do not hamper
any other aspect of farming. As the
name suggests, it leaves no harm-
ful rraces behind. To instil a culure
of food safety in the country, F55Al
has introduced a list of crop con-
taminants and their acceptable
levels. According to regulation, the
certified levels of mentioned ele
ments cannot be breached during
production.

Trade and international
standards: India apart from its do-
mestic consumption also caters to
international fresh food demand.
However, Indian goods face rejec
tion because they fail to fall under
the international  Maximum
Residue Levels (MRLs). For ex
ample, the EU refused consign-
ments of table grapes of India as
they failed to fall under their strict

MERL. In 2020, the crops that faced
issues on the international front
included chillies, basmati rice and
sesame seeds, Developed countries
encourage and promote residue
free crops, Good agricultural prac-
tices, as well as welldefined MRL
standards, are used o ensure
residuefree produce, and the
slightest deviation from their pre-
set parameters renders the entire
consignment useless, To make in-
digenous produce more competit-
ive in the export market, FSSAI has
issued a set of MRLs for the compli-
ance of domestic producers. These
standards are set after considering
the global requirements.

The subcontinent’s focus on
residue-free and clean produce has
seen a dramatic increase in recent
years. Apart from the government
and its subsidiary bodies, a pleth
ora of agri-tech players have also
entered the picture to spread
awareness. Many private players
are leveraging technology to emy
power farmers, sireamline the sup-
ply chain, incorporate end-to-end
traceability and minimise wastage
through residue-free cultivation.

Thewriter is CEO and Co-Founder,
MWinjaoart

DCM Shriram focusing on mfg versatile drones

The company is engaged in businesses of sugar, chemicals and industrial fibre and has a turnover of around Rs 8,000

NewDemt

DCM Shriram Industries is focus-
ing on developing and manufactur-
ing versatile drones that will be
used not just in the defence sector
but across the board, its Joint Pres-
ident Rudra Shriram has said. The
company is engaged in the busi-
nesses of sugar, chemicals and in-
dustrial fibre and has a turnover of
around Rs 8,000 crore. It had last
year invested $1 million (about Rs
7 crore) to purchase 30 per cent
stake in Turkish drone company
Zyrone Dynamics. "Luckily, we en-
tered the (drone) market at the cor-
rect time and we have products
ready of the market,” Shriram said
in an interview.

He said the idea is to manufac-
ture drones completely in India.
"The idea is to Make in India. Even
for them (Zyrone), it is expensive
to  manufacture
there. So, they can
concentrate  on
technology devel-
opment and we can ¢
concentrate  on | =
manufacturing at .‘ .
scale,” he noted. He 8N
said DCM Shriram has a research
and development (R&D) facility in
Delhi and it has licences to manu-
facture defence drones across its fa-
cilities in India.

He further said it will not take
the companya long time to scale up
its manufacturing capability of

drones once it gets the orders. "Cur-
rently, it (drone) is at a testing stage.
So, there is no real scale right
now...In the next few weeks, we will
be sending our
products (drones)
for proper qualita-
tive trials,” he
added. He clarified
that the company
has not won any

““ contract from the
Indian defence forces as yet. When
asked what made the DCM Shriram
Group interested in the drone sec-
tor, he replied, "We basically took a
view to get into defence manufac-
turing particularly when the De-
fence Procurement Procedure 2013
(DPP 2013) came out. It set a fairly

level playing for manufacturing for
defence sector in India."

"In armed forces, there is a re-
quirement for equipment that they
are not able to get from traditional
defence public sector undertakings
or other companies. So, one of the
verticals we looked at then was
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles),”
he added. The DCM Shriram
Group entered the drone sector at
aright time when the drone policy
and other aspects were being talked
about, he noted. He, however, said
maturity in the commercial drone
sector is a little far away right now
and a "committee” should be
formed by the government to take
decisions regarding issues such as
air traffic management.

Sensor-based use of drone application in agriculture
is the need of hour, says Joint Secretary Agriculture

NEW DELHI: Shomita
Biswas, Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare, Govt of India on
Friday said that as the technol-
ogy advances in India, we will
soon have sensor-based use of
drone application for which we
all stakeholders have to jointly
collaborate.

“The eco-system is now in
place, and it is up to the indus-
try and Start-ups to leverage
this eco-system,’ she added.

Addressing the day-2 of
2™ edition International Sum-
mit ‘Artificial Intelligence &
Digital Applications in Agri-
culture; organized by FICCI,
Ms Biswas said, “Once the
sensor-based applications of

drones start then we might not
require huge data generation.
Currently, we don't have sen-
sor based targeted approach
of application of pesticides on
nutrients through drones”

Biswas further stated that
in terms of mechanization,
India is 40 percent mechanized
country, but we now need some
parameters by which we can
also assess our technological
progress as well including use
of drones, Al loT, etc.

She also urged various uni-
versities and institutes working
on judicious use of pesticides
through drones to share the
dataand research findings with
all stakeholders. We are saving
up to 30 percent of the pesti-
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cides and it will come down
further when we adopt targeted
approach as part of the sustain-
able agriculture, she added.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of Start-ups, Ms Biswas
stated that the Start-ups should
work on solutions at lower cost
for the farmers along with pro-
viding good after sales service.
“I urge the Start-ups to come
forward and provide these ser-
vices. The government agencies
should also involve Start-ups to
find solutions for certain ser-
vices, she noted.

Dr V Praveen Rao, Vice
Chancellor of Professor Jayas-
hankar Telangana State Agri-
culture University (PJTSAU)
while highlighting the initia-

tives of the university stated
that in the last 3 years have
given a lot of insights into the
drones. We look at drones in a
cyber, physical management
cycle. “Due to labour scarcity,
we are now seeding rice directly
through drones. We are intro-
ducing high intensity planting
of cotton in the state, and we
want to use drones for this as
well)” he added.

Dr SK Malhotra, Former
Agriculture Commissioner,
Chairman, CIB&RC and Prjo-
ject Director, DKMA said that
we are now focusing on smart
farming. There are many drone
Agristart ups who are impact-
ing agriculture with appropriate
solutions and many more likely

to join as this is an upcoming
project. “We need to provide
the bio-solutions to the farmers
if we have to do judicious use
of consumption of pesticides,”
he asserted.

T R Kesavan, Chairman,
FICCI National Agriculture
Committee & Group Presi-
dent, TAFE Ltd said that drone
is going to change the way the
Indian agriculture will work
and technology in agriculture
will make it easy for everyone
to access.

“Agricultural technology
which can meet the needs of
the farmer is going to be a
big difference as far as India
and the world is concerned,”
he added. WPOST
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Govtmulls banning 9
pesticides for basmati

Amritsar to get centre for testing residue content in rice soon

RucHIkA M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MAY 29

The high-pesticide residue in
basmati, cultivated in Punjab,
threatens its export potential.
With the AAP government
aiming at reducing the area
under the water-guzzling pad-
dy, the focus has also shifted
to reduce the use of pesticide
on the basmati crop.

The government is mulling
banning the use of nine pes-
ticides on basmati this year.
A centre for testing the pesti-
cide content in basmati is
also to come up in Amritsar,
with the help of the Agricul-
tural and Processed Food
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority.

In 2019, when these pesti-
cides were banned, the export
of basmati from Punjab had
seen a surge. In the wake of
failure to ban these pesticides
last year, basmati exports had
taken a Dbeating, claim
exporters. They say in 2019,
basmati exports from India
were 4.71 million metric tonne,
with Punjab accounting for 40

ACFI NEWSLETTER

TIMELY DECISION TO HELP EXPORT MORE

20 Ifthe state issues the notification on time, we'll be
able to increase exports to West Asia by almost 10-15%
than last year. Saudi Arabia, UAE, Iran and Iraq are the
biggest markets following the European standards for
testing the residue level of pesticides. Arvinder Singh, exorTer

per cent of these exports. In
2021, the all-India exports had
fallen to 4.02 million metric
tonne. In 2020, the govern-
ment again banned the use of
pesticides. Since the ban came
late, it led to a fall in exports to
4.33 million metric tonne.

Vikram Marwaha, a basmati
exporter from Tarn Taran,
said since the state was focus-
ing on increasing the area
under basmati, they were
expecting higher returns for
farmers as the global demand
has been on the upswing.
“The appreciation of dollar
will help in better realisation
and we see farmers getting at
least 10 per cent higher val-
ue,” he said. Last year, the
highest price that the basmati
growers got for their produce
was Rs 4,200 per quintal.

Last year, the area under
basmati had fallen. The
department is planning to
increase the area under bas-
mati from 4.85 lakh hectare to
5.50 lakh hectare, says Agri-
culture Director Gurwinder
Singh. “There is a scope to
increase the area under bas-
mati to 7.50 lakh hectare.
Slowly, we will be moving
towards this. Though the
yield of basmati is lower than
non-basmati paddy, the
returns are higher. If the
farmer gets up to Rs 3,700-
4,000 per quintal, he is on a
par with the farmer growing
non-basmati paddy. The
department will be spreading
awareness against the use of
pesticides banned by
importers, so that farmers get
best price,” he said.
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How agriculture could resolve
India’s unemployment crisis

Instead of hoping that someday mfg sector will provide additional non-farm jobs, the right
challenge that policy makers need to take up now is to shift the focus to rebuilding agriculture

Two years after millions of
daily wager workers trudged
home, walking hundreds of
kilometres on foot, after a lockdown
was suddenly imposed, the Centre
for Monitoring of Indian Economy
(CMIE) has come out with a slu(l}'
on Indias labour force participation
rate which says that 900 million peo-
ple are not even interested in getting
a job. “They even stopped looking
for CH]]JIU}'H".'I'!L pu\“ib]y too dis.;lp-
pointed with their failure to get a job
under the belief that there were no
jobs available,” the report said.

In a country where job creation
tops the country’s political agenda,
you will agree that 900 million not
clamouring for any job is not a small
number. It is almost equal to the
combined population of Russia and
the United States. That such a large
proportion of Indias population is
disenchanted with any possibility of
finding a decent job, and instead has
decided to drop off the employment
register, is a pointer to a historical
blunder in economic thinking and
approach. The bigger tragedy how-
ever is that we still fail o acknowl-
edge where we have gone wrong.

When the lockdown happened,
an estimated 100 million people had
walked back inter-state and in-
trastate, many with their children in
lap and baggage to drag,. The reverse
migration that the country witnessed
on their TV Channels was perhaps
no less distressing than the migra-

-

tion that shook the country at the
time of the partition. Some migrant
workers had returned back to the
cities when tl1r:'|_mm|.¢mi¢ had ¢ased,
but a majority had preferred to stay
back. Despite such a large influx, a
distressed agriculture was still able
to absorb the additional migrant
\.\.l;rrkr'urq;l;,

The CMIE now says that in March
alone industrial jobs fell by 16.7 mil-
lion. Agriculture made up for the job
losses, adding another 15.3 million
to the already existing workforce.,
But still I find that the dominant eco-
nomic thinking relies on the revival
of non-farm activities, and not agri-
culture, to create ample employment
opportunitics. This is what Eco-
nomic 101 had programmed us to
believe - to achieve higher economic
growth; the number of people de-
pendent on agriculture has to be
brought down. This outdated eco-
nomic thinking continues to domi-
nate our public policy. Even now
when the world is witnessing a job-
loss growth, with automation and
artificial intelligence taking over in-
dustrial production, our economic
thinking - howsoever irrelevant it
may be in the times we are living in
- hasn't changed. While a big drop
in employment opportunities by the
big industry is being pointed to,
some media publications even prefer

s

B
to quote a 2020 study by McKinsey
Global Institute, which says India
needs to create another 90 million
jubs h}' 2030, In my apinion, this is
an outdated economic thought, a
narrative built during the era neolib-
eral economics began to dominate.
It still continues to prevail. 1 find
even some of the best brains, and
that includes economists, academi-
cians and writers, are unable to look
beyond what they had studied in
their graduation courses. Times have
changed, and so have the employ-
ment dynamics but our economic
thought process hasn't.

Let’s first try to see what we are
missing out. In both the cases - first
the lockdown period and now the
slump in labour force participation
rate in March 2022 - the underlying
message is that agriculture, despite
the neglect and apathy over the
decades, alone has the potential to
absorb large sections of the popula-
tion. Instead of pushing small farm-
ers to migrate to the cities in search
of menial jobs, revitalising agricul-
ture can easily turn the tables, pro-
viding for gainful employment. Give
farmers a guaranteed price, along
with enhanced public sector invest-
ments, and agriculture can easily
turn into a powerhouse of economic
growth, And let me reiterate, agri-
culture alone has the potential to re-

boot the economy. After all, the 900
million people who have lost interest
in seeking employment are not sit-
ting idle, Whether we like it or not,
a majority of them have a foot in
farming, and with their household
oo security taken care of, they may
be engaged in other part time activ-
ities. Instead of still |1npi||1g that
someday the manufacturing sector
will be back on track, and the higher
economic growth projections that
we continue to make - 9 per cent
and above - will provide for addi-
tional non-farm jobs, the right chal-
lengg that policy makers need to take
up now s to shift the focus to re-
building agriculture.

Although many economists feel
elated when some reports appearing
at different times indicate an in-
creased rate of out-migration from
villages, this economic thought is
borne out of a mindset that refuses
to see the changes on the horizon.
With roughly 30 per cent of Indias
population, a little more than 600
million, dependent on agriculture,
the challenge should be on how to
make farming a viable enterprise. In-
stead of pushing people out of the
villages, the better option would be
to make villages prosperous. Just be-
cause the US and European Union
have relentlessly pushed farming
population to move to the cities

doesn't mean that we too have to
blindly follow that prescription.

Let us not forget that a farmer is
also an entreprencur. Despite having
small landholdings, 86 per cent own-
ing less than 5 acres, they still con-
tinue to produce a record harvest
year after year. With a continuous
decline in public sector investments
in agriculture, which the RBI had
in a study calculated it to be around
0.4 per cent of the GDP between
2011-12 and 2017-18, we can't ex-
pect the small farmers to perform
a miracle. But still they continue to
provide a strong economic base for
the country to rely on. If only we
had given farmers their right due,
and provide them with the right
kind of pul]lir; infrastructure, [ am
sure they would be able to convert
farming into a favoured economic
enterprise for the future.

But first and foremost, our policy
makers must ;Lg;knm\.'lt;dgc the his-
torical blunder to treat agriculture
as an economic burden, to treat agri-
culture as a laggard. For long, I have
maintained that the policy of sacri-
ficing agriculture for the sake of in-
dustrial growth is only helping in
building a strong army of agricul-
tural refugees, who are being delib-
erately driven out of agriculture to
swarm into the cities in need of
cheap labour. The over-emphasis on
industrial sector had turned focus
away from the agrarian community.
That was a mistake,

If only, we had stood firm and in-
stead focused on resurrecting agri-
culture, it would have been the most
appropriate way to achieve Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas. Instead of wor-
rying about the lack of non-farm
employment, let's shift the attention
to making farming a viable entity.

(The author is a noted food

policy analyst and an expert

on issucs related to the agriculture
sector. He writes on food,
agriculture and hunger)

CM to undertake natural farming,

Viove irom chemistry lab to nature’s lab, he told cultivators

OUR STAFF REPORTER ing part in training pro-
city.bhopal@fpj.co.in gramme based on natural
farming at Nasrullahganj

Emphasising on the need to  in Sehore district.
promote natural farming, Natural farming is a
chief minister Shivraj chemicalfree, traditional

Singh Chouhan announced
he agroecology-based diversi-
would undertake the farm-
ing in 5-acre land from
kharif season this year.

He was addressing farm-
ers virtually who were tak-

on Wednesday that

method. It is considered as

fied farming system, which
integrates crops, trees and
livestock with functional
biodiversity, says NITI
Aayog's report.

“Natural farming is the
farming of the 21st century.
Natural farming means
moving from a chemistry

laboratory to a nature’s lab-
oratory”, Chouhan told
farmers.

Making an appeal to farm-
ers to undertake natural
farming at least in half of
their agriculture field,
Chouhan sought to allay
the apprehensions that nat-

ural farming reduces the
agricultural yield.

“I am pleased to inform
you that natural farming
doesn't reduce the yield
whether it's wheat, paddy,
fruits or vegetables. These
are free of chemicals and
full of nutritious elements.
Taste is also different,” he
said.

He added, “Natural farm-
ing also means zero budget

farming, less input cost
and more profit (for farm-
ers). It also enhances fertil-
ity of soil and requires less
water. Chemical fertilisers
do result in an increase in
the amount of the produce
but when a farmer starts
repaying loans he has
nothing left with him.
Most of the money spent
on farming is spent on fer-
tilisers and pesticides.”

ACFI NEWSLETTER
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Promote natural
farming, agri
products: Secy

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 12
Take effective steps to pro-
mote natural farming and
agricultural products in the
state, said Agriculture Sec-
retary Rakesh Kanwar, who
presided over a two-day
workshop organised at
Mashobra State Agricultural
Management and Extension
Training Institute today.

He said stalls should be
installed at fairs and other
programmes be organised
for promotion of various
activities in the state and
added that two-way commu-
nication during workshops
brings positive results.

He also gave directions to
officers for effective imple-
mentation of various pro-
grammes and schemes of
the department.

Agriculture Director Dr
Narendra Kumar Dhiman
said efforts should be made
to promote various technolo-
gies developed by the univer-
sity among farmers so that
they are benefitted. He said
officers should also keep
reviewing various schemes
of the department. — TNS

ACFI NEWSLETTER

FarmRise, IRRI
tie up to provide
advisory services
to farmers

OUR BUREAU

Mumbal, May 5

Powered by Bayer, FarmRise —
a platform for Android mobile
devices which provides agro-
nomic information and coun-
sel to smallholder farmers —
has signed a Memorandum of
Association with Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute
(IRRI).

FarmRise and IRRI will offer
nutrition advisory to farmers
and provide personalised crop
management recommenda-
tions forriceand wheat grown
in rain-fed and irrigated areas.

Both the organisations will
conduct an in-depth study
with farmers on the usability
and share the experience with
the paddy growers. The initiat-
ive will address the farmers’
imbalance in fertiliser usage,
thereby reducing the overall
costandimprove the netyield.

As partof this collaboration,
agronomy advisory will be
provided to rice growers, with
a scope of expanding the ser-
vices across the South-East
Asia in future,
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Farmer indebtedness a symptom,
not the syndrome

N THE LAST FEW YEARS,

promising farm loan waivershas

become a common feature in

manifestos of political parties.

The recently-concluded assem-
bly elections in Punjab, Uttarakhand,
and Uttar Pradesh were no different.
Farm loan waivers are seen as an easy
route to address the situation of dis-
tressed farmers. If waiverswere such an
effective solution, then why, in only a
matter of few years, are farmers dis-
tressed again and are driven to the
point of needing another round of
waivers? Besides, do waivers impact
spending quality of the implementing
state governments? Or do they trigger
inflation?

We explored these questions in our
Nabard-funded study on farm loan
waivers in Maharashtra, Punjab and
Uttar Pradesh, titled Farm Loan Waivers
in India: Assessing Impact and Looking
Ahead.

The study analysed the budgets of
the state governments concerned and
the impact of farm loan waivers on the
same. We conducted a survey of about
3,000 farmers in Punjab, Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh. The study presents
an analytical assessment of survey
responses. We haveanalysed secondary
data to explain financial and behav-
ioural pattern of stakeholders like state
governments,bankersand farmers.We
share some key findings here.

Instead of being the immediate
cause of distress, indebtedness
emerges to be a symptom of economic
or financial distress faced by a farmer.
Nearly 87-98% respondents agreed
that income and production-related
issues were bigger problems than
indebtedness. Instability of income due
to increased cost of cultivation, dam-
age to crop/livestock or fall in market
prices emerged as the primary reason
for farmer distress in the three states.
The high degree of threat to crops from
stray cattle was yet another important

SHWETA SAINI, SIRAJ HUSSAIN,
& PULKIT KHATRI

Authors are with Arcus Policy Research, New Delhi

cause of concern to farmersin the three
states. Climate and weather-related
issues caused much distress to the
farmers. Issues with infrastructure
mainly on account of erratic power
supply, problems of marketing like
non-transparency in market transac-
tions, and excessive dependence on
middlemen,and absence of crop insur-
ance or delay in receiving compensa-
tion were cited asimportant triggers of
distress.

Inability to earn

a quick fix that requires recurrent
application.

Anywhere between 72% and 85%
of the respondents in our surveyagreed
that loan waivers pushed honest farm-
ers to default on their agricultural
loans. It also emerged that that these
increased the chances of wilful defaults
by farmers. About 68-80% respon-
dents in the three states mentioned
this. More than 90% respondents in

each of the three
states stressed that

enough from farming

waivers only benefit-

makes a farmer By addressing the ted a small percent-
indebted, and the issues embeddedinthe age of the actually
;ecurrent losses and  farm-loan NPA definition, distressed farmer
alling margins make opulation. Interest-
him c%efaulgt on loan the govefrnment can) ipngly,]ittle orno prob-
repayment. A vicious actually increase the lem in accessing fresh
cycle of poverty, of likelihood of the farmer  credit for a waiver
income losses leading i i beneficiary in all the
to debt,whichleads to I’EI;aIyl::'lg and ‘: '":Isolbe three states was
distress,which inturn avieto proviad Z imely reported.
sparks off furtherdebt help to a genvinely As per the Nabard
and distress, contin- distressed farmer All India Rural Finan-

ues unabated for a

cial Inclusion Survey

farmer., A farm loan
waiver addresses the
farmer’s indebtedness. However, with
unaddressed factors of distress (like
continued production losses, volatility
in market prices, unstable incomes,
etc), the condition of farmers after a
loan waiver only improves for a short
period.Inamatter of time, the farmeris
indebted again and driven toa point of
needing a fresh round of waiver. There-
fore,it appears that a farm loan waiver
proves tobea‘jury-rigged expedient’—

2016-17, only about
30.3% of agriculture
households took loans from institu-
tional sources and about 70% of agri-
culture households who did not take
any loans from institutions were left
outside the ambit of benefits from any
loan waiver scheme. Via our survey, we
found that about 40% of the highly
distressed small farmers in all three
states of Punjab, Maharashtra,and UP,
did not receive benefits under farm
loan waivers. More than 90% respon-

dents in each state felt that loan
waivers did not benefit all the dis-
tressed farmers.

As per RBI, a crop loan account
becomes anon-performing asset (NPA)
when the instalment of interest (and
principal) remains overdue for two
crop seasons for short duration crops
and for one crop season for the long
duration crops like sugarcane. We
found that this definition imposes an
additional burden of repayment on
farmers, forcing them to default. For
example, in case of default (after two
failed crop season), the farmer’s access
to fresh credit stops and it can be
resumed only after he clears all his
pending dues. In other words, if after
two failed crops (and that ishow he pre-
sumably defaulted),a farmer wishes to
restart his credit cycle, then from his
third (presumably successful) crop, he
will have to clear instalments of three
crop cycles. This is extremely tough for
a distressed farmer, particularly when
(i) incomes themselves are low and
fluctuate and the next income (from
his fourth crop) will come only aftera
gap of 4 to 6 months and (ii) he has to
fend for his family who would have suf-
fered fromloss of income in the earlier
two crop cycles.

By addressing the issues embedded
in the farm-loan NPA definition, the
government can actually increase the
likelihood of the farmer repaying and
will also be able to provide timely help
to the genuinely distressed farmer.

Waivers provide immediate and
short-term relief to farmers. But what
isneeded isalong-term solution to the
structural problems faced by farmers.

Therefore, policy makers need to
acknowledge indebtedness asa symp-
tom of farmer distress and view loan
waiversasa temporary solution to that
symptom. The government should
evolve alternative means to targeted
reliefand support to farmers who face
distress on account of various factors.

Govt promotinguseof 'Kisan Drone' for crop assessment: Tomar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 2 MAY

The government is promot-
ing the use of 'Kisan Drone'
for crop assessment, digiti-
zation of land records, and
spraying of pesticides and
nutrients for which provision
has also been made in the
Union Budget, Union Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Narendra Singh
Tomar said today.
Modernisation of the coun-
try's agricultural sector was
high on the agenda of the
government, led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he

on “Promoting Kisan Drones:
Issues, Challenges and the
Way Ahead” organised as part
of "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav''.
He said the use of drones in
agricultural activities was in
the largerinterest of the farm-

ers.

Tomar said the govern-
ment was promoting the use
ofdronesasitreduced the cost
and increased the income of
farmers. For promoting the use
of "Kisan Drones"', the gov-
ernment was providing 50
per cent or amaximum Rs. 5
lakh subsidy to SC-ST, small
and marginal, women and
farmers of the North-eastern
states to buy drones.

For other farmers, finan-
cial assistance would be given
up to 40 per cent or a maxi-
mum Rs. 4 lakh, the minister
added.

In order to provide agri-

cultural services through
drone application, financial
assistance @ 40 per centof the
basiccostof thedroneandits | .
attachments or Rs.4 lakh, |
whichever was less, was also | |
provided for drone purchase | |
by existing and new Custom | |
Hiring Centers (CHCs) under |
the cooperative society of | .
farmers, farmers' producer |
organizationsand rural entre- |
preneurs, Tomar said. f

The governmentwasalso | :
helping farmersaccessmod- |
erntechnology toimprove the | |
efficiency of inputs such as | .
seeds, fertilizersand irrigation, |
he added.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

PAGE 13



MAY 2022 VOLUME XI

Address:
207, PrakRash Deep Building, 7 Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi- 110001

Contact Us: 011-43065365
Email Us: info@acfiindia.com

Visit Us: www.acfiindia.com

DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using the information of a general nature and
is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular
individual or entity. The report has been prepared from various
public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is
selective and subject to upgradation, revision and amendment.
While the information provided herein is believed to be accurate and
reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not maRe any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
accuracy of completeness of such information and data available in
the public domain.
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