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Crop protection chemicals crucial to ensure food security
in India: ACFI

India uses just a one third quantity of crop protection chemicals per hectare in comparison to China

By ICN Bureau | January 14, 2023 o o @ @

r— The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI) organized a panel discussion to clear
the myth about the use of pesticides in the country. The deliberation aimed to
bring the truth that India does not use excessive chemicals in farming.
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Budget 2023: Industry
Seeks GST, Import Duty
Reduction On Crop
Protection Chemicals

Union Budget 2023: The Agro Chem Federation of India
sought import duty reduction on crop protection
chemicals. It also urged the government to bring down
the GST on crop protection chemicals to 5 per cent,
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Budget 2023-24: ACFIl Urges Finance
Minister to Cut Import Duty & GST on
Crop Protection Chemicals

The Union Budget will be presented in the parliament on February 1 by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Ayushi Sikarwar Updated 17 January, 2023 12.06 PM IST @
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Agro Chem Federation seeks cut in import duty, 5% GST on crop protection chemicals

Budget 2023: Industry seeks GST, import duty
reduction on crop protection chemicals

ANI | Updated: Jan 17, 2023 09:17 IST

New Delhi [India], January 17 (ANI): The Agro Chem Federation of India (ACFI)

has urged Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to reduce import duty on crop

protection chemicals and provide fiscal incentives to private players for

undertaking research and development in the upcoming Union Budget for

2023-24.
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Budget 2023: Industry seeks GST, import duty reduction
on crop protection chemicals

AMI 17 January, 2023 10:14 am IST
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Agro-chemicals industry body ACFI seeks cut in import duty for crop protection chemicals in Budget

2023

Outlook

Agro-Chemicals Industry Body ACFI Seeks Cut In Import
Duty For Crop Protection Chemicals In Budget

The ACFI is an industry body representing manufacturers/ importers of technical
and formulation of pesticides at the pan-India level
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seeks import duty cut
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the agro sector and the upliftment of the farmers.

Also, with an investment of INR 2,516 crore for

computerisation for 63,000 primary agriculture

credit societies, the government has made an

"agri push” for a better tomorrow. These steps

will help the farmers to go to the next level of

farming.”

Kalyan Goswami,
Director General, Agro
Chem Federation of
India

Echoing similar views,
Dr Kalyan Goswami.
Director General, Agro
Chem Federation of
India says, "It's a very
much balanced budget.
The proposed
Agriculture Fund would
encourage agri-startups
by young people in the
rural segment.
Modernisation of over
63,000 primary

agricultural credit societies would also boost in
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Kalyan Goswami,
Director General, Agro
Chem Federation of
India

Echoing similar views,
Dr Kalyan Goswami,
Director General, Agro
Chem Federation of
India says, “It's a very
much balanced budget.
The proposed
Agriculture Fund would
encourage agri-startups
by young people in the
rural segment.
Modernisation of over
63,000 primary

agricultural credit societies would also boost in

rural development.”

Dr. Kalyan Goswami, Director General, Agro Chem

Federation of India (ACFI) said, "As per the Economic
Survey, the agriculture sector grew 4.6% annually in the

last 6 years. Itis a very good sign. Key factors boosting

the sector include higher MSP extended by the

government. It is also attributed o growing agri-related

credit, income support schemes, and insurances. We urge

for the agri related credit and income schemes to continue

in the future too."

“As per the
Economic
Survey, the
agriculture
sector grew 4.6

Kalyan per cent annually
Goswami, inthe last 6
Director years. |tis avery
General, Agro  good sign. Key
Chem factors boosting
Federationof  the sector
India include higher
MSP extended
by the

government. It is also attributed to

growing agri-related credit, income

support schemes, and insurance.

We urge for the agri-related credit

and income schemes to continue in
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Export prospects for 2023 remain
bleak as key markets face downturn

2022 marked turning
point in Indian trade,
despite late slowdown

BANIKINKAR PATTANAYAK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 1

A DEMAND SLOWDOWN looms
over global trade in the new year,
and India is unlikely to remain
unscathed. New Delhi's export
competitiveness and market
diversification attempts will be put
to rigorous test in 2023 as its top
buyers — the USand the EU — face
an extended period of growth
deceleration, while China, its
fourth-largest export destination,
is bruised by the pandemic. India’s
export performance, which
remained robust until the first half
of 2022, started losing momen-
tum in the second half, as external
circumstances increasingly turned
unfavourable.

Nevertheless, in many ways,
2022 proved to be a turning point
forIndian trade.Goods exportsare
estimated to have breached the
$400-billion mark for the first
time and hit $440-450 billion in
calendar year 2022, against $395
billion in 2021. Services exports
may have touched a record $295-
300billionin 2022 from $254 bil-
lion last year.

More importantly, shedding
inhibitions over trade deals that
were long blamed for exacerbating
its trade deficit, Indiasigned a free
trade agreement (FTA) with the
UAE in February, the first with any
economy in a decade.

Two months later, it hammered
outan interim trade deal with Aus-
tralia and is expected to start talks
for a broader FTAwith Canberra in
January. New Delhi is now engaged
in FTA negotiations with key
economies — including the UK, the
EU and Canada — and expects at
least two of these pacts to fructify
in2023.

The government expects duty-
free access underthe FTAs, in addi-
tion to its renewed push for market
diversification and product basket
expansion, to help exporters turn
the tide. But that will be easier said

GOODS TRADE HITS
FRESH HIGH
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than done, at least in the short run.
The World Trade Organization
(WTO) recently warned of a dark-
ened 2023 and projected that
global trade growth will drop to
only 1% next year from 3.5% in
2022. It also cautioned about a
contraction if the Ukraine conflict
escalates. This means export
prospects for countries, including
India, could remain far more
subdued in 2023 than this

year.
In fact,according toan

earlier HSBC report, global
economic growth deceler- m
‘23

ation explains for roughly
a third of India’s trade
slowdown.

Moreover, eConomies =
like the EU have proposed
to slap carbon border
adjustment measures,
which typically aim to tax
imported goods, including steel
and cement, from countries with
less strict climate policies.

“India’s exports outlook for
202 3 depends considerably on the
oil price movement and the recov-
ery in global demand,” said Ajay
Sahai, director general and chief
executive at the Federation of
Indian Exports Organisation.

“If oil prices remain around
$75-80 per barrel, the global
economy and trade may recover

fast. The indications so far
that prices of oil prices will come
down. But we have to be watchful,”
he added.

Global Trade Research Initia-
tive co-founder Ajay Srivastava
said the weak global trade growth
forecast is currently influenced by
a number of factors — elevated US

inflation leading to fears of mul-
tiple events of interest rate
hikes; Europe reeling under
high energy prices; China's
Covid problems and the
impact of US sanctions on
high tech products; and
the Ukraine war. What is
also worrying is that, at
206, India's share in world
trade is lower than its
3.5% share in world GDP.
“But the outlook may
look up dramatically with
the end of the Ukraine war, and
China controlling Covid. Both are
distinct possibilities,” he said.

However, there are silver lin-
ings, too.The rollout of 14 produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes in the aftermath of the
pandemic will start boosting
domestic manufacturing and ulti-
mately prop up exports. Srivastava
expected a “steep boost” to India's
electronics exports,as the PLI-sup-
ported production goes to market
next year.

This could somewhat offsetthe
weak growth in traditional sectors
like engineering and textiles.

Moreover, India's services sec-
tor is expected to defy the sharp
growth slowdown in the US and
the EU better than the merchan-
dise sector. If anything, the slow-
down or recession in advanced
economies may brighten the
prospects for Indian services
exporters, as these countries tend
to start diverting a larger number
of orders to cheaper destinations
to cut down on costs, according to
Services Export Promotion Coun-
cil chairman Sunil Talati. This is
especially true of segments like
accountancy and legal services.

For instance, until November
this fiscal, services exports jumped
almost 299 from a year before to
an estimated $204.4 billion. In
contrast, goods exports rose by
only 11% until November to
$295.3 billion.

Meanwhile, goods imports, too,
are expected to shoot up toarecord
$725billionin 2022,against $573
billion in 2021, Elevated imports
inflated the current account deficit
to about a decade high of 4.4% of
GDP in the second quarter. Of
course, the pressure has eased
from the December quarter and
may remain benign in 2023, as
import growth falters.
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Safex set to invest
¥100 crin agri-tech

grochemicals maker Safex Chemicals Ltd

on Tuesday said it plansto invest 3100

crore inits new agri-tech arm, AgCare
Technologies, in the next 3-4 years for
launching an interactive tech platform and for
settingupa n13nuf'1ctur1ng unit.

The company’s groupdirector Piyush Jindal
said, “We are investing X100 crore from our own
kitty. We are not raising any funds. The
investment is planned for the next 3-4 years.”
The planisto launch an interactive technology
platform to integrate the entire value chainin
the agri-economy. Key stakeholders, especially
farmers, can buy quality crop protection
products and get services like weatherupdates,
experts’ help and mandi rates on this platform,
he said.

“A pilot study of this interactive tech platform
will be conducted in January-March. We planto
go live in the next fiscal year,” Jindal said. PTI

Govtaimstocut

food, fertiliser
subsidy to3.7trn

The government aims to cut
spending on food and fertil-
iser subsidies to 3.7 trillion
(844.6 billion) in the fiscal year
from April, down 26 per cent
from this year, two govern-
ment officials said, to rein in
a fiscal deficit that ballooned
during the pandemic.

Food and fertiliser sub-
sidies alone account for about
one-eighth of
total  Budget
spending  of
3945 trillion
this fiscal year, .
but reductions
in food sub-
sidies in par-
ticular may
prove politically
sensitive with
elections looming on the
horizon.

The government expects to
Budget around 2.3 trillion for
food subsidies in the coming
fiscal year, compared with
L7 trillion for the cumrent year
to March 31, the two officials
said. Spending on fertiliser
subsidies will likely fall to
about ¥1.4 trillion, according
to one of the officials and a
third government official.
That compares with nearly

#2.3 trillion this year, the third
official added.

The officials declined to be
named because the informa-
tionwas not public.

The finance ministry
declined to comment, while
the food and fertiliser mini-
stries did not immediately
reply to requests for com-
ment.

A large partof
the savings will
come from the
endofa Covid-19
era free food
scheme, which
will be replaced
with a lower-
spending pro-
gramme, the first
two officials said.
That will effectively halve the
free rations available to the
poor in a year with a series of
elections till 2024.

Thegovernment is eager (o
tame its fiscal deficit, whichis
targeted at 6.4 per cent of GDP
for the current fiscal year. That
is far above the average of 4
per cent o 4.5 per cent over
the past decade, excluding the
pandemic years when spend-
ing surged and the ratio
peaked at 9.3 per cent. REUTERS
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REDUCING DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTS

National Fert Policy in Works
to Boost Local Manufacturing

ON CARDS Incentives to set up units, lower import duty on raw materials, focus on organic

Anuradha.Shukla
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government is
working on a national policy to bo-
ost local manufacturing of fertili-
sers and reduce dependency on im-
ports. The roadmap of the scheme
is likely to be announced during
the upcoming budget and it will
consist of special incentives to set
up fertiliser units and reduced im-
port duty on raw materials with a
focus on organic fertilisers, people
aware of the discussions said.

“Work is in progress over a draft
national fertiliser policy and the
budget may provide a roadmap re-
garding this,” anofficial told ET.

A duty reduction on imported
phosphoric acid and ammonia to
improve the competitiveness of
the domestic fertiliser manufac-
turers has been a long-pending
demand of the industry.

This was one of the suggestions
during the pre-budget meeting of
the finance ministers with repre-
sentatives from the agri sector and
agriculture economists.

“Another proposal is to givean in-

Booster Plan

Fertiliser subsidy
bill has gone up to

National Fert Lower import #1.62 lakh cr

Policy to consist duty on raw in 2021-22 from

of special - materials with a 283.000 cr in

incentives to |=_! focus on organic 2, 2 2019-20

set up units —U fertilisers
Budget Niti Aayog Centre planning
likely to working to campaign to ®
provide a promote organic . = increase use of A
roadmap on fertiliser {if | organic f“
the scheme = production fertilisers 5)

SUBSIDY BURDEN

India isamong top fertili-
serusersand,despitethe
demand, relies heavily on
imports, pushingimport
bills & subsidy burden

centive for the promotion of the or-
ganic fertiliser industry, as India
already has the potential to beco-
me the hub of organic fertiliser

ORGANIC FOCUS

Niti Aayogisalready
working to promote
organic fert production
and hassetupatask
forcetoassess the status

production and this will be in ac-
cordance with the long-term food
security strategy,” the official said.

The Niti Aavog is already working

to promote organic fertiliser pro-
duction and has set up a task force
under its member Ramesh Chand to
assess the status of localproduction
and devise ways and policies to pro-
mote the cattle economy, converting
them into economic assets.

The Centre is also considering
running a campaign to increase
theuse of organic fertilisers.

India is among the top fertiliser
users and, despite the demand, it
relies heavily on imports, pushing
both import bills and the subsidy
burden. The high cost of natural
gas, along with the disruption of
exports from Russia and Ukraine,
caused prices for chemical fertili-
serstomore thandouble in thelast
twovears. Thisisincreasing thefi-
nancial burden on the Centre,
which is funding a large portion of
the price hike through subsidies
to safeguard farmers’ interest.

The fertiliser subsidy bill has go-
neupin the last few years, goingup
to 21.62 lakh crore in 2021-22 from
283,000 crore in 2019-20.

As per estimation by economists,
thesubsidy requirement for fertili-
sers is expected to be 22,5 lakh cro-
re in the ongoing 2022-23.

‘Impact of discases on chilli crop
lower this year in Karnataka’

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu

Chennai

The impact of diseases on the
chilli crop, particularly the By-
adgi variety, is less than last
year, though arrivals have been
affected due to late sowing in
Karnataka, the third-highest
grower inthe country.
According to Spiceextra.in
website, incidents of wilt dis-
ease, which increase in the
event of continuous rainfall, is
lesscomparedtolastyear, while
incidents of western black
thrips disease, which crops up
due to cold weather conditions

resulting in pests multiplying
manifold,isalsoless.

“Major arrivals were 30 per
centless thanlastyear whenthe
inflow of verylow medium vari-
eties made up 50 per cent. This
vear, arrivals of such inferior
quality are less than 10 per
cent,” the websire said.

Also, arrivals of medium and
best quality were 20 per cent
higher than last vear. This year,
sowing was delayed by 10-15
days since the South-West
monsoon artived on July 1 only
in Karnataka.

PRICE CORRECTION
However, the area under the

spice crop is higher, mainly due
to farmers’ interest in Byadgi.
Recordhigh prices for chilli last
year also influenced farmers’
decision togoforthe crop.

On the other hand, rains in
October affected 25-35 per cent
of the crop and delaved arrivals
to the third and fourth week of
December, it said.

The website said farmers are
locking for better prices and it
will take some time for the price
correction to set in. But in
December prices decreased by
20-25per centwithpricesof By-
adgi being quoted at ¥38,000 a
quintal.

Heavy rains under the im-
pact of a formation of a cyclone
in the Bay of Bengal affected ar-
rivals in Karnataka by 7-10 days
in December, Spiceextra.in
said.
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TN agro firm develops gluten-free, low Gl rice

Subrarnanl Ra Mancombu
Chennai

An agricultural firm, Udaya
Agro Farm, based in Kumbako-
nam in Tamil Nadw's Than-
javur district, has come up
with a novel, unique and pat-
ented rice that is gluten-dree
and hasalow glycemicindex.

The produce — branded as
Village Rice — has beencultiv-
ated using good agricultural
practices, however, has no ge-
neticallymodified organism in
it, says the company’s CEO G
Paranjothi.

ORGANIC EREEDING

A special feature claimed by
Village Rice is that it has high
dietary fibre that has health
benefits such as lowering cho-
lesterol levels, preventing
bowel syndrome and con-
trolling glycemicresponse.

It has a lower Glycemic In-
dex which is less than 49 per
cent, which means it release
glucose more slowly and en-

sures healthy blood sugar
levels,

Paranjothi told businessline
that Village Rice has been
tested by the Indian Institute
of Food Processing and Tech-
nology and has been found to
have 14.01 per cent of pro-
tein. The company has got the
Food Safety and Standards
Aurthority of India certifica-
tion too. “The rice has the
highest dietary fibre level of
over 13.8 per cent per 100
gram compared to other rice
varieties,” hesaid.

Udaya Agro Farm organic-
ally breeds a selection of crops
to enhance their nutritional
value. Thousands of varieties
of rice plants were screened
before the company picked
those with high dietary fibre
and protein content with slow
start  digestion capability.
Thus, the rice has a comparat-
ively slow sugar level after a
meal, the company’s CEO
said.

“We use the classical hybrid
methods such as murtation

Village Rice claims to have a
low Gl of less than 49 per cent

breeding, hybridisation and
selection coupled with intense
biochemical screening meth-
ods to ensure nutritional val-
ues are enhanced amidst a
stable yield,” Paranjothi said,
adding that modern biotech-
nology comes into play when
his firm selects the best of the
characteristics during the hy-
bridisationprocess.

BIOCHEMICAL TESTING

Udaya Farm,whichmarketsits
rice through e-<commerce
portals, ensures genetic purity
through the production of

nucleus seeds by genotyping
every single plant with purity
DINA markets that are associ-
ated with high dietary fibre ex-
pression. “The genotyping of
breeder seed is planned scien-
tifically but in a random fash-
ion. The grain production is
fromrthe foundationseeds and
not from any certified seed to
ensure better genetic purity,”
Paranjothi said.

Every single grain is tested
biochemically for dietary fibre
and protein contents and the
company uses its own har-
vesters and personnel to har-
vest the crop. “The processing
of rice is done with innovative
technologyto yield high value-
addition in every grain. We
have a well and hygenically
maintained processing plant
that is free from moisture, in-
sects, pests and physical im-
purities,” hesaid.

Paranjothi claimed the rice
helps control diabetes, man-
age weight issues, ensures
healthy heart and has paediat-
ricandpregnancy benefits.

‘Govl to decide on lifting wheat
export ban in March-April’

‘Country’s wheat production likely to set a new record of
over 112 mn tonnes in 2022-23 crop vear (Fuly-Fune)’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

INDORE: Director General of

Foreign Trade Santosh Kumar
Sarangi on Thursday said the
government will take an appro-
priate decision on the demand
to lift the ban on wheat exports
at the time of crop harvest
around March-April.

Before this decision, a
review will be done of the gap
between the demand and sup-
ply of wheat in the country, he
said.

The head of the Director-
ate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) was in Indore to par-
ticipate in the Global Inves-
tors Summit “Tnvest Madhya
Pradesh’ organised by the MP
government.

India banned wheat exports
in May 2022 with immediate
effect as part of measures to
control rising domestic prices.

Asked about the demand
for lifting the ban, Sarangi
said, “The wheat crop is har-
vested in the country gener-
ally in March-April. Around
that period, the government
will take an appropriate deci
sion on this subject”

“At the time when it will be
felt that there is an equilibrium

in the demand and supply of

wheat, arrangements will be
madeto allow the export of this
food grain,” he said on the side-
lines of the investors summit.
Sarangi also said special
attention should be paid to

India banned
wheat exports in
May 2022 with
immediate effect as
part of measures
to control rising
domestic prices

promote exports from Mad-
hya Pradesh in the area of tex-
tile production as there is a
huge availability of cotton as
the raw material for this indus-
try in the state.

He also said along with
wheat, rice, fruits, vegetables

and spices, there is a scope of

increasing the export of organic
and non-organic chemicals and
engineering products from the
state.

To a question, Sarangi said
the government’s P roduction
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
is currently being run for 14
sectors and could be expanded
1o $OMme Mmore areas,

Meanwhile, the country’s
wheat production is likely to set

a new record of more than 112
million tonnes in the 202223
crop year (July-June), accord-
ing to official sources.

Wheat production had
declined to 106.84 million
tonnes due to heat wave in
key growing states in 2021-22
crop year, as per theagriculture
ministry data.

In 2020-21, the country had
achieved record wheat output
of 109.59 million tonnes.

“The crop prospect of wheat
crop is better due to current
weather conditions and slightly
higher acreage, The total pro-
duction is estimated to be more
than 112 million tonnes this
year, sources said.

Sowing of wheat, the main
rabi (winter) crop, had begun
from October onwards, while
harvesting will start from
March/ April

According to the latest data,
farmers have sown wheat in
332.16 lakh ha till January 6 of
the current rabi season of the
2022-23 crop year (July-June),
against 329.88 lakh ha during
the same period last year

Higher <overage was
reported from Rajasthan (2.52
lakh ha), Uttar Pradesh (1.69
lakh ha), Maharashtra (1.20
lakh ha), Gujarat (0.70 lakh
ha), Chhattisgarh (0.63 lakh
ha), Bihar (0.44 lakh ha), West
Bengal (0.10 lakh ha), Jammu
& Kashmir (0.06 lakh ha) and
Assam (0,03 lakh ha), accord-
ing to the data.
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3 husinessmen held for
- smuggling insecticides

Mumbai: Directorate Rev-
enue of Intelligence (DRI)
officials arrested three
businessmen who used to
smugglerestricted insecti-
cidesfrom Chinabymisde-
claring them and evading
Customs duties to the tune
of Rs100 crore.

Mumbai zonal officear-

rested Praveen Patidar
from Ratlam in Madhya
Pradesh, and Rajesh Vaso-
yaandSureshVasoyame

Suratunder sectionsof the -

Customs Act.
The officials reeeiveg
nformatlon that

- l

and consignment that had
arrived from China in the
guise of import of Vinyl 1
Acetate Ethylene Copo-
lymer and in the past too
the same firm had import-
ed consignments of insec-
ticides by misdeclaring
and diverted theminthelo-
cal market by frandulent
means multmg in mas-
sive evasion of Customs
duty.
Officials carried out
searchesoffatidar'

and :
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‘GM mustard won’t
solve India’s edible
oilimport problem’

The Centre needs to spend
much mone on agriculture
research and development
than on farm subsidies to
ensure sustainability and
productivity of the food
systems in the country,
agriculture economist and
Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at the Indian
Coundil for Research on
International Economic
Relations (ICRIER)

ASHOK GULAT! tells
Sanjeeb Mukherjes in

an interview ahead of the
Budget. Edited excerpts: |

Abig challenge India [aced last year
was food inflation. We had high
inflation in cereals and alsoin
edible oils. Do you think inflation
will remaina concern in Fy24as
well, particularly in cereals?

‘The RBI said a few weeks backthat,
hopefully, the worst of inflation is
behindus. It was not just some
demand-supply issue or disruption
duetoclimate change. [twas the high
energy costs and lack of supplies from
Russiaand Ukrainethat pushed up
food prices. Now, that typeof unknown
inthesystemwedontknow. But, tothe
extent, at present. it isnot asbad as it
was before. It has not come totally
underconirol. The energy pricesare
gradually coming downand unless
there isa major flashpoint withinthe
Russia-Ukrainewarorany other
geopolitical crisis orthe heatwave
again hits us very badly in March last
vear, we could lose something. So,

ina mitshell, I feel given the business
as usual, under normal drcumstances,
weshould have inflation reasonably
undercontrol. Itisstill

not The best but better

UNDER NORMAL
(IRCUMSTANCES, WE
SHOULD HAVE INFLATION
REASONABLY UNDER
CONTROL. ITISSTILL
NOT THE BEST BUT
BETTER THAN EARLIER"

approval’ to GM mustard (DMH-11).
1t has said FMH-11is the answer to
India’s problem of rising edible oil
imports. Do you think the time has
come to move decisively on a new
technology path for agriculture?
As faras GM mustard isconcemed. as

longas Gene ngineering Appraisal
Committee (GEAC) hasgivensome

cle we, 'minsupport of that. But it
isa political call finally because some
peopleare opposing itwhichis
perfectly fine asindemocratic
countries you have these checks and
balances. 'minsupport of new tech
and GM mustard should go
ahead. Willit solveIndia’s

thanearlier. problemof edible oll
imports? Noway. Thisis
Does this also call fora becausewe are iImporting
rethink on the numerous 55-60 percent of our annual
curbs and bans thai India ASHOK GULAT! ediblecons pticn and
had imposed to control infosys Chair Professor  ustard ofl cannever be
inflation in the past few for Agriculture, WRIER  COMpetitive with palmoil.
months? Palmoil gives four tonnes of

I'would neverrecommend anything
like stock limits orexport controls but
somefiltrationcan be done. Weshould
movegradually, inacalibrated
manner, towards opening up. The
good thing is the big increase in
fertiliser costs has not been
transmitted tothe farmers. That was
absorbed by the governiment. [nthat
way, thegovermment can say to
farmers —weare not hurting you on
fertiliser prices but you also make
somesacrifices by not getting the
best possible benefit of the
international price.

One big thing that struck the
agriculture sector this fiscal year
was GEAC giving "environmental

SCAN THE CODE TO WATCH THE
INTERVIEW

oil per hectare while mustard gives
abour 400 kg. ltwillgoup due tothese
technological innovations but itcan
never match palm oil. Palm oil is by far
thecheapest edible ofl available.

Coming to the forthcoming
Budget, what according to you
should be the big concerns for

the government?

In agriculture and food space, there
arethree big items — food and
fertiliser subsidies; and PM-Kisan
disbursals. The Centreshould
rationalisethem all. We are spending
much less on agriculture investment
thanon subsidies. Look at the Budget
allocation for the Indian Council of
Agriculure Research. [tisaround
£8.000 crore per vear. And we are
spending lakhs of croresannually on
subsidies. This does not gel well with
thesustainability and productivity of
the food systems, which will come
through investments in agriculture
R&Dwhich havea very high rateof
retum, irrigationand now
investment inenvironmental
protection withinagrculture and not
justadaptation. We need tofind

PANEL DISCUSSION -ACFI

Crop Protection Chemical Federation'Agro Chem Federation of
India' organised a civil society panel discussion on the topic
'Crop Protection Chemicals: Myths V/s Facts' recently at Hotel
Shangri-La, New Delhi.

SR INITIATIVES, APP

India among top three nations to
expand organic farming in 2020

— The mission is supposed
Prabhudatta Mishra to be implemented from the
New Deihi current fiscal until 2025-26,
with a target to bring on fold
7.5 lakh farmers to practice
non-chemical narural farm-
ing on 7.5 lakh hectares.

Under the scheme, farm-
ers will get a maximum of
¥15,000/hectare (until 2025-
26) depending on loss in in-
come, if any, after switching
over to natural farming.

The target realisation of
enrolling 7.5 lakh farmers
will take at least four years
since the entire process of
capacity building of farmers
through  formation  of
clusters, their certification
cent), according [FOAM Issues such as the certific-  and also organising them as
-Organics International  ation process and its costs  FPOs is very slow, officials
data. are key to the growth and  said.

Of the world’s total 749  there is no one particular de- Since certification will
mh under organic farming, partment or agency for it.  also be there for these farm-
Australia has the highest at  Works are fragmented and  ers, experts wonder how
35.7 mh, whereas India has  spanacross several organisa-  these products would get ex-
2.8 mh. In contrast, out of  tions and ministries, experts  ported unless they are la-
total 34 lakh organic produ-  said. belled as ‘organic.
cers in the world, 16 lakh For the export purpose,
farmers in India are into cer- the government needs to
tified organic farming. take a call on branding under

Experts said unless and cither organic or natural
until the government takes farming or some other name
concrete steps, the growth in so that no one gets confused
organic agriculture may not  posal to launch the National  and the crops receive better
see any significant improve-  Mission on Natural Farming  prices in the market, said an
ment. (NMNF). expert.

India has emerged as one of
the top three countries in the
world where the area under
organic agriculture expan-
ded the maximum in 2020,
according to latest data.

The total increase under
organic cultivation globally
in 2020 was 3 million hec-
tares (mh), out of which Ar-
gentina  accounted  for
781,000 hectares (up by 21
per cent), followed by Ur-
uguay at 589,000 hectares
(28 per cent) and India at
3,59,000 hectares (16 per

® GOOD PROGRE 55

As much as 3,59,000
hectares were brought
under under organic
cultivation

AID FOR FARMERS

As reported by businessline in
December 2022, the Cabinet
is yet to approve Agriculture
Ministry’s ¥2,481-crore pro-
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Organicfarming
getsrenewedpush

PM-PRANAM scheme

announced toincentivise

states and UTs to promote
alternative fertilisers and balanced
use of chemical fertilisers

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man in Union Budget
2023-24 on Wednesday
made a slew of announce-
mentsincluding new scheme
PM-PRANAM for farmers
and the agricultural sector
particularly in promoting
organic farming and reduc-
ing consumption of chemical
fertilisers.

Announcing the new
scheme-PM-PRANAM, she
said the “PM programme
for restoration, awareness,
nourishment and ameliora-
tion of mother earth” will be
launched toincentivise states
and Union Territoriesto pro-
mote alternative fertilisers
andbalanced use of chemical
fertilisers.

The minister also an-
nounced GOBARdhan (Gal-
vanising Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan) scheme
underwhich 500 new ‘waste
to wealth’ plants will be es-
tablished for promoting a
circulareconomy. These will
include 200 compressed bi-
ogas (CBG) plants, including
75plantsin urban areas, and
300 community or cluster
based plantsatatotal invest-
mentof Rs 10,000 crore.

In due course, a 5% CBG
mandate will be introduced
for all organisations mar-
keting natural and bio gas.
For collection of bio-mass
and distribution of bio-ma-
nure, appropriate fiscal sup-
portwill be provided.

Shealsosaid over the next
3 years, the government will

facilitate 1 crore farmers
to adopt natural farming
under Bhartiya Prakratik
Krishi Paddhati (BPKP).
For this, 10,000 Bio-Input
Resource Centres will be set
up, creating a national-level
distributed micro-fertiliser
and pesticide manufacturing
network, she said.

Bhartiya Prakratik Kri-
shi Paddhati (BPKP) was
launched in 2019-20 to pro-
mote natural farming and
to assist farmers in adopt-
ing traditional indigenous
practices. Under the BPKP,
4.09 lakh ha of land have
been brought under natural
farming in 8 states - Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

According to Economic
Survey 2022-23, India has
44.3 lakh organic farmers,
the highest in the world,
and about 59.11akh hectares
area, was brought under or-
ganic farming by 2021-22.

Sikkim voluntarily adopt-
ed going organic, and the
process of getting the total
cultivable land 0f 58,168 hec-
taresunder organic farming
commenced at ground level
in 2010.

Farm sector to be
2nd largest user of
dronesin5yrs: VC

PALAMPUR, JANUARY 22
Prof HK Chaudhary, Vice-
Chancellor, Himachal Pradesh
Agriculture University
(HPAU), presided over a semi-
nar on the Application of
Drone Technology in Agricul-
tureand theinaugural ceremo-
ny of the India Agri Progress
Expo at Ludhiana yesterday:

The Vice-Chaneellor high-
lighted the importance of
drone technoelogy in agricul-
ture. “The farm sector is like-
ly to be the second largest
user of drones in the world in
the next five years,” he added.

He said the technology
could help in increasing effi-
ciency in scil and field
analysis, crop monitoring
and surveillance, spraying
for pest and disease control,
nutrient application, ete.
Chaudhary also spoke about
future technologies in agri-
culture and detailed plans of
the university to popularise
millets during the Interna-
tional Year of Millets.

The Agricultural Technolo-

gy Application Research
Institute (ATARI) of the Indi-
an Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) and Punjab
Agricultural University joint-
ly organised the seminar. The
Punjab State Agricultural
Implements Association and
the Agricultural Machinery
Manufacturers Association
organised the exhibition.

Dr Nachiket Kotwaliwale,
Director, ICAR-Central Insti-
tute of Post-Harvest Engineer-
ing and Technology (CIPHET)
was the guest of honour at the
inaugural funection. Dr Rajbir
Singh, Director, ATARI, said a
large number of scientists,
extension agencies, policy
makers, machine manufactur-
ers and farmers were attend-
ing the two-day expo. — OC

Tamil Nadu to standardise
tests on pest1c1de in food

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Farm products in
Tamil Naduhave high levels
of pesticides acephate and
chlorpyrifos which can
cause respiratory and nerv-
ous problems in people.
These are preliminary re-
sults of tests done by food
safety teams on samples of
fruits, vegetables, spices,
curry leaves, rice, wheat,

and the product that has the

Tests found farm pro-

#8 duce in Tamil Nadu with

high levels of pesticides

acephate and chlorpyri-

fos which can cause

respiratory and nervous
problems in people

cumber, besides cardamom

pulses, milk, tea, fish, meat,
and egg from farmers,
wholesalers and retailers.
The tests were done as a
prelude to standardising
tests to check for more than
200 pesticides in food pro-
duced or sold in TN, said of-
ficials on the sidelines of
the launch of mobile food
testing labs by health minis-
ter Ma Subramanian. Anal-
ysts are making a list of
non-approved  pesticides
such as ethion, carbenda-
zim, acetamiprid, bifen-
thrin and imidacloprid
used incrops. “In 18 months,
we willbringout a reporton
the most common chem-
icals used, level of toxicity

highestlevelof pesticide re-
sidue,” said anofficial.

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAD has fixed the
maximum residue limit for
various pesticides and anti-
biotic residues in food com-
modities under the Food
Safety and Standards (con-
taminants, toxins, and Re-
sidues)  regulations2011,
which are reviewed from
time to time, While the state
is yet to make a list of vege-
tables that have high levels
of pesticides, a study by the
centre in 2019 showed that
high residue of pesticides
inbrinjal, tomato, okra, cab-
bage. cauliflower, and cu-

and cumin, As per food safe-
ty rules, action can be initi-
ated against people growing
and selling food which is un-
safe. The punishment, in
case of a criminal com-
plaint, can be imprison-
ment with orwithout fine.

Thehealth ministersaid
the state has collected more
than 28crore as fine for vari-
ous violations under the
Food Safety Act. The food
safety department filed
more than 6,000 civil cases.
The department has filed
1.264 criminal cases. “The
new mobile units will help
officials test more samples
and create awareness,” Sub-
ramanian said.
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Farm credit target raised by 11% to 320 lakh-cr

Govt to launch new sub-scheme of PM Matsya Sampada Yojana with an investment of %6,000 crore

BIG PUSH FOR ANNADATA

New Delhl, Feb. 1: The
government on Wednesday
announced an 11 per cent
hike in agriculture credit
target to T20 lakh crore for
the next fiscal with focus
on  animal  husbandry,
dairy and fisheries, a move
aimed at providing higher
farm loans at a subsidised
rates to the farming com-
munity, Among other big
ticket announcements for
agriculture and allied sec-
tor, fimance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman — in
her budget speech — said
the government  will
launch a new sub-scheme
of Pradhan Mantri Matsva
Sampada Yojana with an
investment of 6,000 crore
o improve value chain
efficiencies and expand
the fishery market.
Customs duty on key
inpuis for domestic manu.
facturing of shrimp feed
will also be reduced to pro-
mote export of marine
products, she said.

20 lakh crore agricul- 2,516 crore investments B Agriculture accelerator
tural credit for animal for computerisation of fund to nurture start-ups
husbhandry, dairy, and 63,000 Primary in rural areas and build
fisheries Agricultural an open-source, dig-
26,000 crore targeted Credit ital public agricul-
investment for new sub- Societies ture infrastructure
scheme of PM Matsya (PACS)

Sampada Yojana to help farmers of Millet Research
fishermen, fish store their in Hyderabad to be
vendors to improve upgraded as a cen-
value chain and tre of excellence,
expand the terming millets as

market.

For adoption of natural
farming. the FM said the

ing a national-level distrib-
uted micro-fertiliser and

“Shree Anna”

Program to boost availabil-
ity of disease-fiee, quality
planting material for high
valug horticultural erops

with an outlay of 12200

government will facilitate pesticide manufacturing

1 crore farmers for this network.

purpose and will also set That apart. the govern

up 10,000 BioInput ment will launch an crore, she said.
Resource Centres for creat-  Atmanirbhar Clean Plant

To encourage agri-start-

ups by young entrepre
neurs in rural areas, the
FM said the government
will set up an agriculture
aceelerator fund (AAF), A
digital public infrastruc-
ture for agriculture will
also be built to enable
inclusive, farmer-centric
solutions.

To make India a global
hub for millets, also called
“Shree Anna”, the FM
said, Hyderabad based
Indian Institute of Millet
Research will be supported
as the Centre of Excellence
for sharing best practices,
research and technologies
at the international level.

India is the largest pro-
ducer and second largest
exporter of millets in the
world. The country grows
several types of millets
such as jowar, ragil. bajra,
kuttu, ramdana. Kangni,
Eutki. kodo, cheena, and
sama. These have a num-
ber of health benefits, and
have been an integral part

of our food for centuries. |
acknowledge with pride
the huge service done by
small farmers in con-
tributing to the health of
fellow citizens by growing

these *Shree Anna’, she
added.
Ms Sitharaman sald:

“The agriculture credit
target will be increased to
220 lakh crore with focus
on animal husbandry,
dairy and fisheries.” The
agriculiural credit target
is Rs 18 lakh crore for the
current 2022-23 fiscal. The
government  has  been
increasing the credit tar-
get for the farm sector
every year

Commenting on the budg-
et, Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
said small farmers across
the country will benefit
from the Budget 2023-24 in
which the emphasis has
been laid on promoting
modern agricultural tech.
nologies. PTI

(Green focus to benefit chemicals industries

Sal Prabhakar Yadavalli

bl. research bureau

he Budget has indic-

I ated that green, sus-
tainable and circular
economic development will
be strategic pillars for the
government. From fuel to

mobility, farmingtobuilding  cient catalysts replacing
equipment, green solutions  older chemicals and envir-
will be leveraged for the be-  onment compliant refriger-
nefit of environmentandjob  ants — chemicalsare used in
creation. most green solutions. This

From the chemicals in-
dustry perspective, an eco-
nomic transition from fossil

but the threat is not
significant.
Chemicals’ applications

in the green transition will
be widely similar to a fossil-
based economy. Electrolyres
in batteries, solar films used
in panels, waste trearment
in biogas and biomass, effi-

should be beneficial for
companies which have or are
developing solutions in such

opportunity

ALLURING ALCHEMY. An economic transition from fossil
fuel to sustainable energy has translated to a new revenue

solutions engineered by
chemical industries to cap
the emissions from indus-
trial processes.

GREEN FERTILISERS

Chemical industries source
a significant portion of rev-
enues from agri-chemical
companies and the current
Budget speech mentioned a
balanceduse of chemical fer-
tilisers and alternative fertil-
isers. The speech also men-
rioned facilitating one crore
farmers to adopt natural

farming. While this might

fuel to sustainable energy
has translated to a new rev-
enue opportunity in the past
and may most likely con-
tinue to support the in-

dustry.

AREAS OF CONCERN

At the same time, there are
some areas of concermn in
agro-chemical applications,

space. Tatva Chintan for
catalysts, Clean Science for

the space with a portion of

environment compliant  theupcoming capacities ear-
chemicals and Gujarat  markedfor the same.
Fluorochemicals for green Customs duty for fluoros-

energy solutions are the
companies to monitor. SRF,
Atul and Navin Fluorine
which are exploring possib-
ilities should be in the next
league of players entering

par, a raw material for
fluorochemicals which is
used in pharma, agro-chem
and new age energy solu-
tions, has also been reduced
from 5 per cent to 2.5 per

cent supporting emerging
solutions. The Make-in-In-
dia push by the government
in the electronics segment
spells opportunity for chem-
icals manufacturers supply-
ing to semiconductor indus-
tries as well. On a broader
basis, net-zero carbon emis-
sion by 2070 will involve

appear negative to the agro-
chemical sector, and hence
chemicals sector, there is
unlikely to be any significant
near term impact. The ex-
tr.*nt of implementation by
a%avcrnment and uptake
ternative chemicals by
farmers even over a longer
time frame are circumspect
at the current juncture.

‘Mum on doubling farmers’ income, legal guarantee of MSP’

Hopeless Budget, No Mention
Of Debt Waiver, Say Farmers

Weel Kamal & Yodbvic Rana | e

income in six years, by the

termed the Budget asanti-farmer,
cutlay for agriculture and allied sectarsh

Steady decline in allocation under flagship schemes: SKM

Bathinda: The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) has

ﬂueMm:ha claimed that the Budget is silent

from thevicious wheat-paddy
circlenor any announcement
was made to implement the
full  recommendations  of

recommiendati

5P an crogs, gto
4 Swaminathan Commission

Swaminathan Commisshon.
Hawever, Punjab BIF core

Bathindn/ Amritsar:  The
farmers of Funjab have ter
meedd the Budget as hopeless.
with no menthon of govern-
ment faflure to doulbe
income by 322, of begal gua
rantes of minimum support
price or ather pending de-
mandsmade duringtheir Del-
hi agitation. Another thing
they hoped for and haven't got
isfarmdebt waiver:

The farmers claim their
income bvel to be close o
2016, when PM Naremsdra Mo-
di promised to double their

75th anniversary of Indepen:
dence. Farmeer unonist Dars-
han Pal sabd: “The farmers
had high hopes from the Bud.
it weill fix the MSP by

+50% formula recom-
mmd«l by the Swamdinathan
Committee,”

BEU (Ekta Dakaunda) ge-
neral seeretary  Jagmohan
Singh sakl: “For the last six
years, fnrmers have be
ring the promise but
oome hnsn't doubbed
vernment's last Budg ct-l.ll:ln 1
even ghve nea dobt walver™

Punjab general secretary

& mwumm Farmer;:.l.r\-caulmums!mmllmr!mds
& village near Amritsar, on the day of Union Budget 2023-24

of Border Area Sangharsh
Committee,
Rarvdhawa said, “We were ex-

Rattan  Singh

Pcting some announeement
for border farmers, more sub-
sidbes in fertilizers, pestici-

down from 3.54% In 202223 0 3.20%In 2023-24,
Allocation for rural development has alsobeen
it froen 5.81% in 2022-23 105.29%, it acded.
“Whille it is umiversally knowr that farming and
tarmers have been economically neglected iy
the BIP-led Union government, the SKMhad
expectedthat after the sustained and
determined peotestof the farmers at Delkl, the
party inpower would appreciate the importance
of the farm sector and the need to secure income

whileflagship schemes lie PM Annadata Aay
Sangrakshan Abhiyanhave seen a steady decline
imallocation. Price Support Scheme and Market
Intervention Scheme hasbeen reduced from Rs
1,500 crore in 2022 to/Rs. 10 Lykh. PM Fasal Bima
Wofana was supposedto protect farmers from
crogp losses due tonatural calamities, but from
alocation of RS 15,500 crore last year, itisjust Rs
13,625 crome this year. Even the MGNREGS and PM

and future of the rural fanmi runity. who
form the bulkof India™s population,” it saidina
statement

des, and weedickdes among
others, bat all that did not
happen.” e said.

Sente gonoral secretary of
Kisan Mazdur 3a
Commiitee Sarwan Singh

Kizan Sammuan Nidhi allocation has been cut to Re
50, wdach. Similarly, fertiliser subsidy has
bt curt fincsmi R 2,265,000 croredin 2022 to RS

1.75,000 croee inthis Budget. itadded. v

Pamdhersaid neither any spe-
garash ciflcannouncement had been
mnasileto bring the farmers out

committes member Rajinder
Mohan Singh Chhina haibed
the Budget as growth-orien-
ted and people-friendly as
every sector, including agri-
culture, health, education,
and defenice, apart from emp-
fayees have been taken care
of. Gunbir Singh. former cha-
lrenam, CLL Punjab, said, "By
taking an apgressve and am-
ppraach to this ye

s fiscal paper, the finance

inister nssunged the hapes
o industry nnd the services,
although the agrarian sector
s feeling let down.”
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AgriNeeds ‘Re-orientation’
to Combat Climate Change

TEAM ET

New Delhi | Pune: Indian agri-
culture needs “re-orientation” to
combat adverse impacts of climate
change, fragmented landholdings,
sub-optimal farm mechanisation,
low productivity, disguised unem-
plovment and rising input costs, the
Economic Survey 2023 said.
“Weneed tomove tocropsthathave
shorter growth periods so that we
cantake care of the challenges of cli-
mate change. Alsoneed to have crops
that are more suited in the context of
changing weather conditions. This
isanemergingchallenge and we saw

that (a heat wave) happen in 2022 as
well,” Chandni Raina, advisertothe
Department of Economic Affairs,

said in amedia interaction.
The survey suggested a greater fo-
cus on the development of the food
processing sector with

== improved infrastruc-
Agrisector ture, like cold storage
hasgrownat and better logistics, to
anaverage reduce wastage, im-
annualrate prove value addition,
of 4.6%inthe ensurebetter farmers’
last six years. returns, promote em-
Itgrew 3% ployment and increase
inFY22vs exportearnings.

3.3%theyear Itmadeastrongcase
before for increasing farm

mechanisation as it
helps increase productivity through
timely and efficient use of other in-
puts and natural resources while at
the same time reducing the cost of
cultivation. According to the survey,
the agriculture sector has grown at
anaverageannual rateof4.6% inthe
last six yvears.

Core Sector Growth Rises to
3-Month High of 7.4% in Dec

Surge in output of coal, steel, cement, fertiliser and electricity aid higher expansion

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s core sector
grew 7.4% in December as aga-
inst 3.8% in the year-ago period
as output in seven of the eight
components of the infrastructu-
re sectors rose, official data rele-
ased on Tuesday showed.

Asurge inthe output of fiveseg-
ments — coal, steel, cement, fer-
tiliser and electricity — aided
higher growth in December.

The core sector had grown 5.7%
in November

The data has been released a
day before Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman is scheduled to
present the Union Budget for
2023-24.

PMI manufacturing has remai-
ned in the expansion zone for 18
months since July 2021, and the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) grows at a healthy pace, the
Economic Survey for 2022-23said
on Tuesday.

“Much in tune with the Econo-
mic Survey which has painted

Core Grows

% Growth in Dec (YoY)
 Month | Coal
May Crude oil -1.2
Jun Natural Gas
Jul Refinery Prods
Aug Fertilizers
Sep Steel
Oct Cement
Nov Electricity
Dec Dec IIP seen 4-5%

anoptimistic picture of the eco-
nomy, core sector growth for De-
cemberhascomeinat7.4% thus
taking the cumulative number
to 8% for the first three quar-
ters,” said Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economist, Bank of Ba-
roda.

As per the data released by the
commerce and industry mini-
stry, the production of coal rose

11.5%, electricity 10%, steel 9.2%,
cement9.1%, and fertilisers 7.3%
in December:

Growth in steel and cement
outputsignal strong infrastruc-
ture activity and private const-
ruction.

Crude oil output shrank 1.2%,
hit by volatile prices and limited
investment in new fields. Natu-
ral gas and refinery products

output grew 2.6% and 3.7%, re-
spectively.

In April-December FY23, the co-
re sector cumulatively grew 8%,
lower than 12.6% growth seen in
the same period a vear ago.

Core sector or key infrastructu-
re industries, which have a
40.27% weight in the overall 1IE.
The IIP is expected to increase
4-53% in December.
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Farm equipment makers seck duty cuts, PLI
in Budget to boost domestic manufacturing

—
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Agricultural machinery
makers have soughr rational-
isation of customs duty and
GST to make domestic manu-
facturing more competitive in
the upcoming Union Budget,
besidesmakinga pitch for pro-
ductiondinked incentive for
the sector,

“Even after achieving more
than 50% indigenisation
through in-house manufac-
turing, we still need to import
several critical parts, including
special steel. Unfortunately,
the current duty/tax structure
makes Indian manufacturers
uncompetitive. Therefore, we
request the Finance Minister
to reduce customs duty on
spare parts. Also the non-
automotive engines should be
treated as spare parts as they
are critical for farm mechan-

M

isation and increase in effi-
ciency. All spare parts should
be atalower customs dutyand
(ST slab to help indigenise,”

said Ravindra Agrawal, Chair-
man, KisanKraft Ltd_
Mrityunjaya $ Man-

Director, CLASS India
Pvt Ltd, said the domestic
manufacturing of combine
harvesters should be pro-
moted under the Make In In-
dia programme. The combine
harvester executes akeyfarm-
ing operation for the farmer
and they are being short-
changed by cheap, poor qual-
ityimports from countrieslike
China and Thailand, that do
not have a proper warranty or
after-market support.

DISBURSAL OF SUBSIDIES

Randhir Chauhan, MD, Net-
afim India and SVP Netafim,
said policymakers should
push for drip irrigation usage
in water-guzzling crops such

Mrityunjaya
Singh said the
domestic
manufacturing of
combine hatvesters
should be
promoted under
the Make In India
programme

as rice, wheat, and sugarcane.
He said providing infrastruc-
ture status would help the mi-
cro-irrigation  manufacturer
(95 per cent of which comes
under MSME) toreduce oper-
ating costs, thereby accelerat-
ing the industry growth, and
bringing the equipment cost
down for the farmer com-
munity.

Making farmers energy-
sufficient would also reduce
the burden on the govern-

ment’s energy subsidy bills.

Shekar Sivasubramanian,
CEQ, Wadhwani Al, said, “In
the upcoming Budget, a con-
tinued focus on building sus-
tainable Al capacities to sup-
port large-scale deployment
of AT solutions will go a long
way in creating a material im-
pact on the lives of the under-
served people of India.”

KC Ravi, Chief Sustainabil-
ity Officer, Syngenta India Pvt
Ltd, said the Budget should
consider reducing GST on
crop protection products,
farm equipment, seeds and
other inputs. An enhanced
outlay for PM-KISAN will also
ensure farmers get more li-
quidityto buyinputs.

The industry s also expect-
ing that the government de-
vise a special PLI scheme for
the agro-chemical sector
which will have a spiralling ef-
fect on boosting manufactur-
ingin India.

Need to make agri-Hood systems climate-smart
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State to set up
100 solar dryers
for farmers to use

Times News NeTwork

Panaji: The state govern-
ment has decided to set up
100 solar dryers on a turn-
key basistodry chillies, bre-
adfruit, fish and jackfruit,
among others. The solar
dryers, which will be set up
in three phases, are expec-
ted to improve both the diy-
ing process and the final
product.

Aseniorofficer said that
in the first phase site visits
will be conducted for afeasi-
bility study. In the second
phase, a pilot demonstra-
tion and field study will be
carried out which will in-
clude two units for each dry-
ingapplication.

The officer said that af-
ter the first two phases, the
state will invite bidders to
supply, install, and monitor
the solar dryers,

NISE has designed and
developed an innovative so-
lar drver cum space heating
system with a thermal sto-
ragesystem that can beused

NISE has designed and
developed an innovative
solardryer cum space
heating systemwith a
thermal storage system
that can be used for
drying a variety of
agricultural and
horticultural products

for drying a variety of agri-
cultural and horticultural
products,

“The solar drver can he-
at incoming air up to 60°C
above ambient (up to 120°C),
making it ideally suited
for many agriculture and
horticulture dryving appli-
cations. The solar air hea-
ting system may provide all
of the heatonasunny day or
act as a pre-heat in cloudy
conditions. It can either act
in a standalone capacity via
our modular system oras a
pre-heat to traditional me-
chanicaloperations,” theof-
ficer said.

SC DIRECTS CENTRE

‘Submit status report on steps taken for
regulating ban on hazardous pesticides’

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday directed the
Centre to submit areport on the
steps taken to regulate the ban
on hazardous pesticides.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D' Y Chandrachud and
justices V Ramasubramanian
and ] B Pardiwala asked Addi-
tional Selicitor General (ASG)
Vikramjit Banerjee to place on
record a note.

"The ASG shall file an
updated status report in respect
of regulatory measures which
have been taken by the Union
of India for regalating ban on
hazardous pestiddes,” the bench
said.

The top court was hearing a

batch of pleas seeking a ban on
nearly 85 pesticides on grounds
that they pose health hazard.
The pleas filed in 2017 had
sought empowering of state gov.
ernments to take decisions at
their level for prohibition and
restriction related to pesticides.

Advocate Prashant Bhwshan,
appearing for the petitioners,
had said these pesticides have
been banned in other coun-
tries but in India they are being
allowed to be used and they
could pose serious health haz-
ards to farmers. AGENCIES

11-member expert panel to
draft state’s new agri policy

First Govt-Farmer Meeting APP FOR APPROVED SEEDS

haliwal also launched a portal and app that will provide

At PAU On February 12

Times News NETWORK

Chandigarh: The Punjab go-
vernment has constituted an
11-member committee of agri-
cultural experts to draft the
new agriculture policy of the
state, A notification in this re-
gard has been issued and the
policy will be ready by March
31, according to Punjab agri-
culture minister Kuldeep
Singh Dhaliwal on Tuesday;
He said that the Punjab go-
vernment had been working
on the new agricultural policy
keeping in mind concern abo-
ut groundwater, soil health
and geographical conditions.
The policy would also include
a proposal to adopt basmati as
a substitute for parmal paddy
and promote basmati exports.
The panel will include Pun-
jab State Farmers' Commis-
sion chairman Sukhpal Singh

ry and Animal Sciences Uni-
versity, Ludhiana
vice-chancellor Inderjit
Singh, economist Sucha Singh
Gill, former VC of Punjabi
University BS Ghuman, for-
merhorticulturedirector Gur-
kanwal Singh, Punjab Water
Control and Development Aut-
hority adviser Rajesh Vas-
hisht, former Punjab agricul-
ture director Balwinder Singh
Sidhu, PAU Kisan Club presi-
dent Amarinder Singh and
Punseed chairman Mahinder
Singh Sidhu, as members.
Dhaliwal said the first go-
vernment-farmer meeting wo-
uld be held on February 12 at
Punjab Agricultural Universi-
ty (PAU), Ludhiana, and chief
minister Bhagwant Mann will
be the chief guest. He said that
more than 2,500 progressive
farmers from the stare would
participate in thismeeting. He

farmers information about approved varieties of seeds. He said
that through the app, farmers of the state will be able to get online
information about the availability and varieties of seeds. He said
that the purpose of the app was to make the Punjab State Seed
Certification Organisation online and paperless and to implement
the annual calendar for seed certification. He said through the app,
seed tracking, quality authentication, information regarding the
production, certification and sampling will be available.

‘Centre alone Developers, including
R BN MLA Kulwant, agreed to
GM Mustard’ pay for panchyat land

eplyingtoa sked about LOP Partap Singh
question about Bajwa's allegation that Dhaliwal

PAU holding trials of
genetically modified

(GM) mustard,
Dhaliwal said any
decision to introduce a
seed variety will be
taken by the state
government and

the Centre cannot
impose any decision.
“Holding trials

had scuttied the move at the 11th hour
to reclaim panchayat land lying in the
possession of builders and developers
for over 10 years in Mohali, Dhaliwal
said seven developers in question,
including AAP MLA Kulwant Singh, had
agreed to pay for the land at market
rates, “There are 52 such colonies
around Mohali which have some parts
of panchayat land. We asked them to
clear the land or pay for it. Before we
lannchad the camnaion. thev aoreed
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[n Syears, Godrej Agrovet to
double oil palm acreage to 1.251h

KV Kurmanath

Hyderabad

With the situation turning fa-
vourable for oil palm in the
country, Godrej Agrovet Lim-
ited (GAVL) has decided to ex-
pand its acreage to 1.25 lakh
hectares from the existing

65,000 acres.

“We are going to add 12,000
hectares a year over the next
five years to complete the tar-
get to expand the area by

60,000 hectares,”

Sougata

Niyogi, Head (Oil Palm Plant-
ations Business) of GAVL, told

businessline.

HIKING PRODUCTION

About one-third of the addi-
tional acreage that is planned
will be in Telangana, which has
announced an ambitious plan
to grow oil palm in & lakh

hectares.

The company is
planning an
investment of
about 3600 crore
to expand its

processing
capacities

As it expands the area, the
company will also work onin-
creasing its production capa-
city. “The total production ca-
pacity is togoup to 350 tonnes
an hour from the existing 205
tonnes an hour from the six
plants we have in Andhra Pra-
desh, Tamil Nadu, Goa and
Mizoram,” he said.

The company is pegging an

investment of

about %600

crore to expand its processing
capacities. The bulk of GAVL’s
oil palm area is in Andhra Pra-
desh withabout 45,000 ha.

“The situationis favourable
for oil palm cultivation in the
country. The National Oil
Palm Mission is driving the
growth,” he said.

The GAVL’s oil palm busi-
ness earned a revenue of
T1,300 crore in 2022-23. “We
are targeting a 10 per cent
growthinthe current financial
yeat,”he said.

He said the company is re-
commending the farmers to
go for maize as an intercrop.
“We will procure the produce
without the involvement of
any middlemen. The produce
will go to our feed business,”
he said.

HUGE SCOPE

Citing ahuge bill of $20 billion
thatthe countryspends onthe
import of edible oil, he said the
country’s domestic require-
ments promise an assured
market.

Agriculture to get a lift as state farmers take to drones

25%of India'sdrone
startupslocatedin
Karnataka

e

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS

rom nutrients to pesti-
cides and crop surveys,
drones are set to change
thelandscapeolagriculturein
the state. With an estimated
50 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) companiesoperating in

thefarming sector, Karnataka
is on the brink of a technolog-
ical revolution. Over 25% of
India’s drone startups are lo-
cated in the state.

The emerging technology
hasbeenembraced by farmers
acrossthestate. Ganesh Katte,
an arecanut farmer from Shi-
vamogga, forinstance, hireda
drone company to spray pesti-
cides, “T was informed about
targeted spraying to control
arecanutleafspotdisease,”he
says. Tospray his 10-acre farm,
Kattespent Rs 26,000,

Shivakumar HG, who heads
a drone company, quantifies
just how fast the demand for

such services has increased
in Karnataka. “In 2021, we
sprayed about 2,600 acres
of land with pesticides. After
word spread, demand quadru-
pled in 2022 and we ended up
spraying close to 10,500 acres
of land,” he says.

As drones are highly cus-
tomisable, they can be used
in spraying nutrients and
pesticides for both field and
horticulture crops, explains
Dr Anand B A, assistant pro-
fessor at the Department of
Farm Machineries and Power
Engineering at Gandhi Krishi
Vigvana Kendra, Bengaluru.

“*Currently agricultural

universities in the state have
been authorised to determine
theconcentrationof pesticides
to be used for different crops,”
says Dr Anand. In the past four
months, dronetrials have been
under way for ragi, paddy, tur
dal, plantation and horticul-
ture crops in various agricul-
tural institutes in Karnataka.
An official from the depart-
ment of agriculture explains
thatregulating dronesinagri-
culture is particularly import-
ant as the dispersal of pesti-
cides in different wind speeds
and climatic conditions needs
to be studied.
» Drones, Page 4

How they help The challenges
Drones can be used inspraying = Risks of aerial spraying
nutrients and pesticides

® Use of drones reduces human
exposure to harsh chemicals.

The technology could be used
toassess theextent of orop
damage to help determine
compensation

® They drastically reduce the time |88
spentoncrop surveysandhelpto L
manitor plant health

® Moisture levels and 50il health
can alsobe monitored through

of agrochemicals yet tobe
assessed

u 5ince landhaoldings are
small. pesticide drift is
possible
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PRE-IMPORT CLAUSE

SC: Give specifics of notices to
exporters seeklng GSTrelief

SHRIMI CHOUDHARY
New Delhi, 17 January

The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked
the revenue department to provide
details of the total number of show-cause
notices issued for availing of the goods
and services tax (GST) exemption in
instances where exports had preceded
imports, and where high courts (HCs)
granted interim orders.

The apex court sought details, while
reserving the order on the central gov-
ernment's plea against a Gujarat
HC order.

The HC had in 2019 held that the “pre-
import” condition is ultra vires the
advance authorisation scheme under the
foreign trade policy.

Thegovernment had moved a special
leave petition (SLP), challenging the HC
order the same year.

While agreeing to hear the revenue
department’s plea, the apex court also
stayed the HC order.

In the SLP, the revenue department
holds the view that a pre-import condi-
tion would mean goods have to be
imported first and final products manu-

The SCseeks details from revenue
department as it reserves final order

factured fromsuch imported goods have
to be exported.

Exporters, however, resisted the pre-
import condition rule.

“The imposition of a pre-import con-
dition defeats the objectives of the
advance authorisation scheme that aims
at providing working capital benefit to
Indian exporters,” argued Abhishek
Rastogi. counsel on behalf of exporters.

The revenue department is of the
view that a pre-import clause requires

the imported material to be used for the
manufacture of finished goods, which,
in turn, are required to be exported
towards the discharge of an export obli-
gation. The same is possible only when
exports happen after the commence-
ment of imports, thereby allowing rea-
sonable time for the manufacture of fin-
ished goods.

Therefore, when the law demands a
pre-import condition on the input mate-
rial to be imported, the same cannot
simultaneously enjoy the benefit of
export in anticipation of authorisation.

The revenue department in the SLP
also pointed out that importers/exporters
have been availing of the benefit of the
said provision without exception and
that export goods are made out of domes-
tically or otherwise procured materials
and the duty-free import goods used for
a purpose other than the manufacture of
export goods.

“There is a lack of intelligible differ-
entia to deny the benefit of exemption
to that class of exporters, which had
already exported the goods and received
the authorisation after exporting such
goods,” observed Rastogi.

Lawto curb duplicate pesticides, fertil

tices that hinder the progress of farming

and impact the health of the consumers,
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann is determined
to introduce best practices in agriculture and
stop misuse by unscrupulous paries.

To save agriculture, and stop malpractices,
the Punjab government will bring a law 1o
prevent the sale of duplicate and substan-
dard pesticides, fertilizers, and seeds.

Announcing the new law in te offing, the state
Agriculiure Minister Dhaliwal said that it will be
mandakory for the shophkieepers to issue a bill on
purchase of seads, pestisides and feriizers o the
famers. 1 anyone is found violating, stict action

F ROWMING at the agricultural malprac-

paper.tribuneindia.com

7ers, seeds

will be taken.” he said. Tha agriculture minister
also wamed the officers of the department and
said that if any officer is found involved in any
malpractices, then he will not be spared.

CM BhagwantMann is repeatedly underin-
ing the state commitment towards saving
sinking agriculture ratums for farmers in
Punjab. He is offering them a definite path
for progress but without spurious pesticides
impacting the produce of crop and health.
He is working on a roadmap to honour his
commitment towards saving future genera-
tions of the state where agriculture is num-

ber one on its way of living.

The govemment, in strong words, has com-
municated to the representatives of pesticide
manufaciurers that previous govemments
had been unbothered and chose to be silent
while allowing the sale of fake and non-stan-
dard pesticides, fertilizers, and seeds in the
state. This has led to a major decling in the
quality of agricuttural products of Punjab.

The state will not allow the sale of dupli-
cate and substandard pesticides, fertilizers,
and seeds at any cost and many tough deci-
sions are expected to be taken in the com-
ing days to stop such ill practices, the gov-
emment has said.
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Farm sector’s pesticide dilemma

ECO MATTERS. Greater pesticide use may boost short-term farm output. But sustainability demands more regulation

—
Kushankur Day
Sukriti Tripathi

he governmentrecently
made a bold decisionto
allow online sales of
insccticides.

This decision harmnessing
the benefirs of digitalizarionin
agriculture would perhaps inspire
pelieymakers’ confidence inzeroingin
on pricrities inagri-policymaking —
produeriviry, food securiry, or
sustainabilivy.

Whar impact will online pesticide
sales have onthe food ecology, farmers,
and pesricide manufacturing firms? Will
e-marketplace-driven pesticide sales
jeopardise the natural farming objective
for 7.5 lakh farmers? Will the
commercial motive of agrochemieal
firms subside the orgame furming
landscape?

The pesticide market in India is
expected ro rouch ¢316 billion in 2024,
growing at 8.1 per centa year between
2019 and 2024. Its consumption per
hectare is reported ar 0.25 kg, and
insecricides among fungicides and
herbicides account for amaximum
marker share with 252 registered
pesticides.

"I'here is asilver lining: chemical
pesticide consumprion growth has
contracted {-0.6 per cent’, while
hiu—pt:stir.-jdecmsumptimww 612
percenta year berween 2016-17 and
2020-21. However, bio-pesticide
consumption accounts for 811 per cent
of India’s toral pesticide consumprion
during the reported periods (see Chart).

THE CONSEQUENCES

The government’s decision has scme
positives. Farmer producer
organisations (FPOs) through online
buying can cur transaction cost and
share their feedback to improve user
experience with the multi-stored brands
and compare the price points of
available pesricide brands. As a resulr,
spurious or fake pesticide sales will be
arresred significantly.

Agri-tech start-ups and pesticide
firms can strengthen their upstream
markerplace model by leveraging digiral
plartorms’ direct and indirect nerwork
effeers. Tnvesrors may be attracted ro
invest innew pesticide technical, and
agrochemical firms can take the IPO
route to mop up fands.

However, there are some pictalls.
First, online pesticide sales canimpact
big-pesticide consumprion as chemical

201617
Source: IndinStat “pesticide consumption data®, M2

pesticides produce “quick results” for
farmers. About one-third of agricultural
products depend onthe applicationof
pesticides. Studies have shown that
there would be a 78 per cent loss of fruie
output, 54 per cent loss of vegetable and
32 per cent loss of cereal production.
Despite short-term productivity
gains, the roxiciry associared with
applying “excessive” dosage harms the
soil, warer, air, Aora, fauna, and so on.
For example, pesticide residues
accumulare in the plant, enrer the soil,
and comtaminate groundwater due to

Despite short-term
productivity gains, the
toxicity associated with
applying “excessive” dosage
harms the soil, water, air,
flora and fauna.

2018-20

2020-21

leaching, vaporisation, and spray drifts.
These particles make the air toxic and
enter the food chains, posing a threar to
COTSUMETS.

Second, the Insecticides Acr 1968 and
Insecticides Rules 197 1 regulate the
end-to-end supply chainof insecricides
{pesticides’ toprevent hazards and
exposure, including human and animal
lives. However, this legislation does not
have adequare regulatory provisions to
avoid deaths, minimise farm workers”
health hazards, or prevent
environmental and food contamination.
‘There is no mechanism for periodic
checks on the registered pesricides as
per toxicology guidelines.

Third, c-marketplace-driven pesticide
sales would increase the tolerance of
maximum residue limits supported bya
cartel of rechnology and pesticide
manufacturing firms inan eligopolistic
agrochemicals market, A participatory
guarantee system may be ineffective in

recognising contaminated food
products without a robuse rraceability
system.

POLICY SUGGESTIONS

First, agri-policics should consider FSG
dimensions embracing circular
initiatives in food and biomass. For this,
the Pesticide Management Bill 2020
should be implemented roaddress the
existing shorrcomings of existing laws
concerning pesticide registration,
worker and end users' protection, and
immuniry ro pesticide business and
Promoetion.

As the Bill emphasised banning
extremely and highly hazardous,
especially Class 1a & 1b chemical
pesticides, the government should
promote non-hazardous formulations of
pesticides, It is worth noting that the
Ministryof Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare banned 18 pesticides following
Verma Committee’s recommendartion in
2018, However, two heavily used Class 1
pesticides, Monocrotophos and
Carbofuram, are ver to be banned. Also,
the pesticide industry should followa
responsible business protocol by
examining thelong-rerm impact of
active ingredients of pesticides onthe
environment.

Second, sodial and economic
dimensions are also key to sustainability,
The government can broaden and
deepenintegrated pest and weed
management technologies and pracrices
inline wirh the national mission on
narural farming,

Srares can augment the sales of
bio-pesticide and plant growth
regulators for organic farming, extend
grants and concessional loans to MSMEs
and cooperatives/producer companies,
and agri-business ineubators for
innewvative circularinitiarives in
agri-risk management, and promote
evidence-based research on pesticides
impact on farming communities and
public health, nuerition.

Insum, ICAR-funded agri-research
instirurions need to providean enabling
environment for scientists or
researchers to invent and regisrer
patents of products enabling
climate-smart sustainable farming,
Demonstrating their efficacy inthe
farmerfield is critical for farmer
adoptionand scalingup the
commercialisation of such technologies
and products.

ey isFaculty member of agribusiness Management,
and Tripathi is an CFPR Scholar, W Lucknow, Views are
persoml
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Drone adoption in farming to spur growth
of water-soluble nutrients, say experts

Vishwanath Kulkarni
Bengaluru

The Union government’s thrust
on nano fertilisers coupled with
the usage of drones in agricul-
ture is set to spur the growth of
the country’s liquid or water-
soluble nutrients category. Wa-
ter soluble fertilisers currently
account for a small fraction of
the overall crop nutrient market
and are estimated to be at
around ¥3,000 crore.

“Liquid fertiliser category is
currently small and will become
big going forward. The use of
drones will create a separate cat-
egory of crop nutrients,” said
Madan Pandey, Managing Dir-
ector, Zuari Farmhub Ltd, the
agri-tech arm of fertiliser major
Zuari Agro Chemicals Ltd.

Zuari Farmhub proposes to
invest in having its own fleet of
30-40 drones this year to spray
crop protection and nutrients,
offering it as a service thro
its Jai Kisaan Junctions, and its
offline stores.

NOW VIA DRIP, SPRINKLERS
Water soluble nutrients are cur-

A FRESH MARKET. Water soluble fertilisers account for a fraction of
the overall crop nutrient market and are estimated at around ¥3,000 crore

rently being applied through
drip irrigation and sprinklers
and the deployment of drones
will be going to drive liquid fer-
tiliser category. While nano urea
has already been launched by
IFFCO, the nano DAP is expec-
ted to be launched soon. “Nano,
as a category, is going to grow
and farmers after realising the
benefits will go from generic to
specific nutrients,” Pandey said.

As precision farming takes
off, the use of drones will pro-
mote the balanced application
of nutrients while minimising

the use of pesticides. “This is an
entirely new product line and
the manner in which itis getting
sprayed itself is far more in uni-
form manner compared to the
manual sp g. The amount of
pesticide is far f)mlesser when com-
pared to the manual spraying,”
said Agnishwar Jayaprakash,
Founder and CEO, Garuda
Aerospace.

“We are working with 350
senior scientists of Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search, whose job is to under-
stand crops, what needs to be

done and what dilution rario for
what ?eng'raphica.l locations,
erc. All of these things are
loaded on to the software that
Garuda Aerospace is building to
make drones more autonom-
ous,” he said.

FORMULATION CHANGES
Hemendra Mathur, an agri in-
vestor and industry expert, said
with the application medium
changing from manual to drone,
products will be formulared on
the basis of medium and people
have started creating a new cat-
egory of products for water sol-
uble fertilisers.

Durgesh C Sharma, Secret
General, CropLife India, said,
“The Government has granted
interim approval of all re-
gistered insecticides and fungi-
cides formulations  (except
herbicides) as the registered
agrochemicals are effective even
while being used via Kisan
Drones. Drones are an alternate
mode of spray and their en-
hanced adoption will be guided
by reduction of contact with hu-
mans, cost and efficiency to
spray crop protection chemicals
with low water usage.”
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Centre to revamp agricultural education
with emphasis on skill development

—
Our Bureau
Kadhi

Agricultural education will
berevamped inline with the
National Education Policy
by giving emphasis on skill
development, Seema Jaggi,
Additional Director Gen-
eral (HRD), Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
{ICAR) has said.

The course curriculum
will be restructured ina way
that helps opena wide array
of opportunities in the agri-
culture sector, she added.

ANALYTICAL TOOLS

She was speaking after in-
augurating a 21-day Winter
School, a training pro-
gramme for researchers and
academicians, at the ICAR-

Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CM-
FRI} on Wednesday.

With this, educarion and
research in agriculture and
allied areas will have greater
opportunities in the future,
she said, adding that setting
up of initiatives like incuba-
tion centres would greatly
support rural development.

Stressing the importance
of analytical tools in social
science research, Seema
Jaggisaidresearch would be
incomplete without proper
data analysis.

WINTER SCHOOL

It is essential to have a solid
understanding of modern
statisrical, econometric and
time series methods to
make proper inferences in
social sciencesresearch, she

fia . b -
Seema Jaggi, Additional
Director General {HRD) of the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Education and Research

added. Spensored by the
Agricultural Education Di-
vision of ICAR, the Winter
Schoolis aimed at providing
an opportunity to updare
the analytical skills of social
science researchers and
make them more familiar

with advanced analytical
tools and software,

As many as 25 parti-
cipants from Rajasthan,
New Delhi, Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat, Assam, Ar-
unachal Pradesh, West
Bengal, Maharashtra, Tel-
angana, Bihar, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala are
attending.

CMFRI Director A Go-
palakrishnan said the use of
statistically  wvalid  judg-
ments derived from re-
search programmes is the
foundation for the growth
of the social sciences discip-
line.

The courseis divided into
several theme-based mod-
ules, including classroom
lectures and hands-on exer-
cises using  statistical
software.

Telangana sets new benchmarks

TELANGANA has turned into an
agrarian state with the vision of
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar

in agriculture sector

Hans NEWS SERVICE
_ HYDERABAD

Rao, who laid a special emphasis
on the irrigation, power, and agri-
culture sector, which resulted in
tremendous progress in the pro-
duction of food grains.

Along with agriculture, the al-
lied sectors such as cattle, poul-
try, and livestock pro-
duction has also
gone up in the

state and has According

to the data of the

become an o i

important Ministry of statistics and Ministry of
sector for programme implementation, the statistics and
L N fixed capital of food processing | programme
]_JI'{)CI?;S[—IS industries in Telangana during the melern;n-
;"1_}3 ij: RN  formation of the State wasRs E‘;r;;rza;i;l
cording to 4,436 Crore, which had increased ST SR—.
the officials, by 53 per cent by 2021 with cessing indus-
because of Rs 6,812 Crore tries in Telan-
the infrastruc- gana during the
ture provided by formation of the
the government for State was Rs 4,436
attracting investments in the Crore, which had increased by

food processing sector, invest-
ments have increased in the state.
According to the data of the

53 per cent by 2021 with Rs 6,812
Crore. Apart from the 2022-23
special processing zone of invest-

ments, Rs 2,396 Crore worth in-
vestments were under process in
the food processing zones. Few
mega projects were under imple-
mentation with over Rs 2,396
Crore, the officials said.

The official said that the gov-
ernment’s aim was to provide
youth employment opportunities
and to strengthen the farmers by
value addition in the agriculture
products and formulated the food
processing policy in 2021. The
government established 21 food
processing zones in 7,150 acres in
the state with all the facilities.
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