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(Green focus to benefit chemicals industries

Sai Prabhakar Yadavalli

bl research bureau

but the threat is

significant.

not

he Budget has indic-
Tated that green, sus-

tainable and circular
economic development will
be strategic pillars for the
government. From fuel to
mobility, farming to building
equipment, green solutions
will be leveraged for the be-
nefit of environment and job
creation.

From the chemicals in-
dustry perspective, an eco-
nomic transition from fossil
fuel to sustainable energy
has translated to a new rev-
enue opportunity in the past
and may most likely con-
tinue to support the in-

Chemicals’ applications
in the n transition will
be widely similar to a fossil-
based economy. Electrolytes
in batteries, solar films used
in panels, waste treatment
in biogas and biomass, effi-
cient catalysts replacing
older chemicals and envir-
onment compliant refriger-
ants — chemicals are used in
most solutions. This
should be beneficial for
companies which have orare
developing solutions insuch
space. Tatva Chintan for
catalysts, Clean Science for
environment  compliant
chemicals and Gujarat
Fluorochemicals for green

dustry.
AREAS OF CONCERN

At the same time, there are
some areas of concern in
agro-chemical applications,

energy solutions are the
companies to monitor. SRF,
Arl and Navin Fluorine

which are exploring possib-

ilities should be in the next

league of players entering

/ i

ALLURING ALCHEMY. An economic transition from fossil
fuel to sustainable energy has translated to a new revenue

opportunity

the space with a portion of
theupcoming capacities ear-
marked for the same.
Customs duty for fluoros-
par, a raw material for
fluorochemicals which is
used in pharma, agro-chem
and new age energy solu-
tions, has also been reduced
from 5 per cent to 2.5 per

cent supporting emerging
solutions, The Make-in-In-
dia push by the government
in the electronics segment
spells opportunity for chem-
icals manufacrurers supply-
ing to semiconductor indus-
tries as well. On a broader
basis, net-zero carbon emis-
sion by 2070 will involve

solutions engineered by
chemical industries to cap
the emissions from indus-
trial processes.

GREEN FERTILISERS
Chemical industries source
a significant portion of rev-
enues from agri-chemical
companies and the current
Budget speech mentioned a
balanceduse of chemical fer-
tilisers and alternative fertil-
isers. The speech also men-
tioned facilitating one crore
farmers to adopt natural
farming. While this might
appear negative to the agro-
chemical sector, and hence
chemicals sector, there is
unlikely to be any significant
near term impact. The ex-
tent of implementation by
the government and uptake
of alternative chemicals by
farmers even over a longer
time frame are circumspect
at the current juncture.

Jammu &Kashmirto promote organicfood

STHTESMHN NEWS SERVICE
\MMU, 8 FEBRUARY

The Jammu and Kashmir
government has initiated a
programme to support its
farmers and promote sus-
tainable agriculture in the
Union Territory.

With agrowing concemn for
health and an increasing
demand for organic food,
the government is investing
in a project that will boost
organic food production and
increase economic returns for
farmers in the UT. This is a
part of the government s larg-
er efforts to create a safer,
cleanerand more sustainable
environment for agriculture
and food production in the
region, said an official
spokesman on Wednesday.

The government has ear-
marked a budget of Rs 84

crore to support the program
over the next five years. This
initiative is part of a larger effort
to promote sustainable agri-
culture, commercial agricul-
ture and healthy food pro-
duction. The project envis-
ages creation of over 12,600
jobsand 300 enterprisesin the
arganic agri-sector.

The program includes a
range of interventions to sup-
port organic farming such

as expanding organic culti-
vation in a cluster approach,
producing and recycling bio-
inputs, facilitating certifica-
tionand marketing and pro-
viding training and capacity
building for farmers. The
project aims to create six to
seven organic clusters per
district, covering a total of 2000
hectare of land. Additional-
ly, it aims to convert anoth-
er 2000 hectare into organic

production, including niche
crops and default organic
areas.

The program will also pro-
vide training to 10,000 farmer
families in organic farming and
establish 200 commercial
and 3000 low-cost vermi-
compost units and 100 Inte-
grated Organic Farming Sys-
tem Units. Besides, two Bio-
Input Production Units will
alsobesetuptosupply organ-
ic inputs for the production
clusters. “The project will
have a number of positive out-
comes which will further fuel
growth in organic production
within J&K, including devel-
opment of trained manpow-
er and a package of prac-
tices suited to the region,
dedicated bio-input pro-
duction facilities, certification
and branding facilities and an
organic value market chain.”,

said Atal Dulloo, Additional
Chief Secretary (ACS), Agri-
culture Production Depart-
ment.

“J&K has a number of
remote areas where very lit-
tle chemical use is being
undertaken in Agriculture.
Moreover, the farmers in
these areas are usually mar-
ginal and economically weak.
By promoting organic culti-
vation, thelivelihood of these
farmers will be secured and
their returns significantly
improved.”, he added.

“Alternate Agriculture Sys-
tem for Sustainability” is one
among the 29 projects, which
were approved by the Jammu
and Kashmir administration
after being recommended
by the UT Level Apex Com-
mittee for holistic develop-
mentof Agriculture and allied
sectors in UT of J&K.
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Modi Govt to build digital public
ructure for agri sector

it

infrast

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Narendra Modi

Government at the Centre
will build a digital public infra-
structure for the agriculture
sector which will work as an

n-seurce digital public good
that will support growth for
agritech Industry and startups.

The Government has also
mmc:uncdidun L1 per cent ]1&
In agriculiure credit t to
EOEkh crore for thmxi fis-
cal with focus on animal hus
bandry, dairy and fisheries,

Presenting the Unlon
Budget 2023 in Parliament,
the Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that a digital
public infrastructure for the
agriculture sector will enable
inclusive farmer-centric solu-
tions through relevant infor-
mation services for crop plan-
ning and help Improve access
to farm Input, credit, and insur-
ance, help for crop estimation,
market intelligence and support
for the growth of agritech
industry and startups.

Sitharaman saic, "An agri-
culture accelerator fund will be
sel up 1o encourage agri-star-
tups by young ent repréneurs in
rural areas.

The fund will aim at bring-
ing innovative and affordable
solutions for challenges faced
by farmers, It will also bring in
modern technologies to trans-
form agricultural practices and
Increase productivity and prof-
itability” This comes after the

2021-22 [EERTNS S
¥

Source: 4!
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Agri Needs ‘Re-orientation’
to Combat Climate Change

TEAM ET

New Delhi | Pune: Indian agri-
culture needs “re-orientation” to
combat adverse impacts of climate
change, fragmented landholdings,
sub-optimal farm mechanisation,
low productivity, disguised unem-
plovment and rising input costs, the
Economic Survey 2023 said.
“Weneed tomove tocrops thathave
shorter growth periods so that we
cantake care of the challenges of cli-
matechange. Alsoneed tohavecrops
that are more suited in the contextof
changing weather conditions. This
isanemergingchallenge and we saw

that (a heat wave) happen in 2022 as
well,” Chandni Raina, adviser tothe
Department of Economic Affairs,

said in amedia interaction.
The survey suggested a greater fo-
cus on the development of the food
processing sector with

= improved infrastruc-
Agrisector  ture, like cold storage
hasgrownat and better logistics, to
anaverage reduce wastage, im-
annualrate prove value addition,
of 4.6%inthe ensure better farmers’
last six years. returns, promote em-
Itgrew 3% ployment and increase
inFY22vs exportearnings.

3.3%theyear Itmadeastrongcase
before for increasing farm

mechanisation as it
helps increase productivity through
timely and efficient use of other in-
puts and natural resources while at
the same time reducing the cost of
cultivation. According to the survey,
the agriculture sector has grown at
anaverageannual rate of4.6% inthe
last six years.

matertal for high value horti-
cultwral crops with an outlay of
Rs 2,200 crore, she said.

To encourage agri-startups
by young entrepreneurs in
rural areas, the FM said the
government will set up an
Agriculture Accelerator Fund
(AAF).

A digital public infra
structure for agriculture will
also be built to enable inclusive,
farmer-centric solutions,

To make Indiaa global hub
for millets, also called "Shree
Anna®, the FM said,
Hyderabad-based Indlan
Institute of Millet Research
will be supported as the Centre
of Excellence for sharing best
practices, research and tech-
nologles at the international
level.

India is the largest pro-

government highlighted that
agritech startups in India assist
farmers in improving farming
techniques in the Economic
Survey on January 31.

To further boost startups
sprouting out of rural areas,
Sitharaman also said the gov-
ernment will launch an agrl
culture accelerator fund for
young entrepreneurs.

1e Modi government fur-
ther announced an 11 per cent
hike in agriculture credit target
to Rs 20 [akh crore for the next
fiscal with focus on animal hus
bandry, dairy and fisheries, a
moved aimed at providing
higher farm loans at a sub-
sidised rates to the farming
community.

Among other big ticket
announcements for agricul-
ture and allled sector,
Sitharaman sald the govern-
ment will launch a new sub-
scheme of Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yokana with
an investment of Rs 6,000 crore
to improve value chain effi
clencies and expand the fishery
market.

Customs duty on key
inputs for domestic manufac-
turing of shrimp feed will also
be reduced to promote export
of marine products, she said.

For adoption of natural
farming, the FM said the gov-
ernment will facilitate 1 crore
farmers for this purpose and
will also set up 10,000 Bio-

Input Resource Centres for
creating a national-level dis-
tributed micro-fertilizer and
pesticlde manufacturing net-
work.

Further, the government
will Incentlvise state govern-
ments and Unlon Territories
under the Pradhan Mantri
Programme for Restoration,
Awareness, Nourishment and
Amelioration of Mother Earth
(PM-PEANAM) to promote
alternative fertilizers and bal-
anced use of chemical fertiliz-
ars.

That apart, the govern-
ment will launch an
Atmanirbhar Clean Plant
Program to boost availability of
disease-free, quality planting

ducer and second largest
exporter of millets in the world
The country grows several
types of millets such as jowar,
ragl, bajra, kuttu, ramdana,
kangnl, kutkl, kodo, cheena,
and sama.

These have a number of
health benefits, and have been
an integral part of our food for
centuries, | acknowledge with
pride the huge service done by
small farmers in contributing
10 the health of fellow citizens

r growing these ‘Shree Anna’,
she added.

Sitharaman said, "The agri-
culture credit target will be
increased to Rs 20 lakh crore
with focus on animal hus-
bandry, dairy and lisheries.”
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‘Mumon doublmg farmers income, legal guarantee of MSP’

Hopeless Budget, No Mention
Of Debt Waiver, Say Farmers

Neel Kamal & Yodbic Ranal e income in six years, by the
ith anniversary of Indepen-
Bathinda/Amritsar:  The  dence. Farmer unionist Dars-
farmers of Punjab have ter-  han Pal sakd: “The farmers
e the Budget as hopeless.  Tad high hopes from the Bud-
with no menthon of govern-  ges, that it will fix the MSP by
ment failure to double their  the C2+50% formula recom:
income by 2022, of begal gua-  mended by the Swaminathan
rantes of minimum support  Committee,”
price ar other pending de- BEU (Ekta Dakaunda) ge-
mandsmadeduringtheir Del-  meral secretary  Jagmohan
hi agitation. Another thing  Singh sabd: “For the last six
they hoped forand haven'tgot  years, firmers have been hea
is Farmdebt waiver: ring the pramise but their in:
The farmers claim their  comehasn't doubbed. This go-

income bovel to be close to vernment'slast Budgetdidn’t  of Border Area Sangharsh  pecting some snnouncement
Committee, Rattan  Singh  for border farmers. moresub-
Punjab general secretary  Bandhowa sabd, “We were ex-  sidbes in fertilizers, pestic-

206, when PM Narendra Mo even giveusa debt walver™
di promised to double their

n.mrsmmn runmnwrycanhnom-almm heir fields in
& village near Amritsar, on the day of Union Budget 202

Organicfarming
getsrenewed push

PM-PRANAM scheme

announced toincentivise

states and UTs to promote
alternative fertilisers and balanced
use of chemical fertilisers

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

nion Finance Minis-
Utcr Nirmala Sithara-

man in Union Budget
2023-24 on Wednesday
made a slew of announce-
mentsincluding newscheme
PM-PRANAM for farmers
and the agricultural sector
particularly in promoting
organic farming and reduc-
ing consumption of chemical
fertilisers.

Announcing the new
scheme-PM-PRANAM, she
said the “PM programme
for restoration, awareness,
nourishment and ameliora-
tion of mother earth” will be
launched toincentivise states
and Union Territoriesto pro-
mote alternative fertilisers
and balanced useof chemical
fertilisers.

The minister also an-
nounced GOBARdhan (Gal-
vanising Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan) scheme
underwhich 500 new ‘waste
to wealth' plants will be es-
tablished for promoting a
circular economy. These will
include 200 compressed bi-
ogas (CBG) plants, including
75plantsinurbanareas, and
300 community or cluster
based plantsatatotalinvest-
ment of Rs 10,000 crore.

In due course, a 5% CBG
mandate will be introduced
for all organisations mar-
keting natural and bio gas.
For collection of bio-mass
and distribution of bio-ma-
nure, appropriate fiscal sup-
port will be provided.

Shealsosaid overthe next
3 years, the government will

facilitate 1 crore farmers
to adopt natural farming
under Bhartiya Prakratik
Krishi Paddhati (BPKP).
For this, 10,000 Bio-Input
Resource Centres will be set
up, creating a national-level
distributed micro-fertiliser
and pesticide manufacturing
network, she said.

Bhartiya Prakratik Kri-
shi Paddhati (BPKP) was
launched in 2019-20 to pro-
mote natural farming and
to assist farmers in adopt-
ing traditional indigenous
practices. Under the BPKP,
4.09 lakh ha of land have
been brought under natural
farming in 8 states - Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

According to Economic
Survey 2022-23, India has
44.3 lakh organic farmers,
the highest in the world,
and about 59.1lakh hectares
area, was brought under or-
ganic farming by 2021-22.

Sikkim voluntarily adopt-
ed going organic, and the
process of getting the total
cultivable land of 58,168 hec-
taresunder organic farming
commenced at ground level
in 2010.

cutlay for agricutture and allied sectars has come
chownifrom 3.84% In 2022-23 10 3.20%n 2023-24,

Steady decline in allocation under flagship schemes; SKM

Bathinda: The Saryukt Kisan Moncha (SKM) has
termid the Budgét as anti-farmer, Saying total

ssaf MSPancrops,

The Morcha claimed that the Budget is silent

fare
cut{rom 5.81% in 2022-23 10 5.29%, it !dded
“Wibsile it is universally
farmers have been e:mnmlr.all;negleﬂedlw
the BIP-bed Unlon governmeent, the SKMihad
expected that after the sustained and

and future of the rural farming community. m
form the bulk of India"s population,” it saidina

des, and weedicides among

happen.” besaid.

recommendation of Swaminathan Commission

while flagship schemes like PM Annadata Aay

Sangrakshan Abhiyan have seena steady decline
kel

1,500 crontin 2022 to Rs 10 lakh. PM Fasal Bima
Yiojana was supposed ta protect farmers from
crop losses due tonatural calamities, bart from
determined protest of the farmers at Delhl, the allocation of Rs 15,500 crore last year, it s just Rs.
party inpower would appreciate the |r||rmtance

13,625 croce this year. Even the MGHREGS and FM
o the farm sector and the need to: Ki idhi i

175,000 crone in this Budget. it added.

Noplantotax
agriincome,
says govt

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 13
The Ministry of Finance on
Monday clarified in Parlia-
ment that there was no pro-
posal under consideration
to tax agricultural income.
Replying to a question in
the Lok Sabha on whether
the government intended to
bring changes to Section
10(1) of the Income Tax
Act, 1961, to make agricul-
tural income taxable in
India, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said, “There is no such pro-
posal. As per Article 246 of
the Constitution of India,
tax on agricultural income
comes under the State List.”
To another query on
whether any committee had
been formed to study the
issue, the minister said, “No
such committee has been
formed in the last five years.”

50,000 crore each. Similarly, fertiliser subsidy has
beencut fromifts 2,25,000 crore in 2022 toRs

State general secretary of  Pandher said neither any spe-
others, bat all that did mot  Kisan Maedor  Sangarassh  ciflcannouncement had been
Committee Sarwan Singh  madetobring (e farmers out

from the vicious whiat-paddy
circlenor any announcement
was made to implement the
full recommendations of
Swaminathan Commission.

Hawever, Punjab BIP core
committes member Rajinder
Mohan Singh Chhina hailed
the Budget as growth-srien-
ted and people-friendly as
every sector, including agri-
cubture, health, education,
and defence, apart from emp
boyees have boon taken care
of. Gunbir Singh. former cha-
irenamn, CIL Punjab. sald, “By
taking an aggressive and am-
bitiows approach to this ye
ar's fiscal paper, the finance
minister assunged the hopes
of industry and the services,
although the agrarian sector
s fel ing let down.”
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ASSET QUALITY mainly Kisan credit cards also at risk from loan waiver calls as polls near: Analysts

El Nino Threat Raises Fears of
Stress on Lenders’ Agri Books

Saloni.Shukla@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Farm loan exposure of
banks has started to come back to
analyst focus, amid forecasts of a pos-
sible oceurrence of El Nino that co-
uld hurt crop production and potenti-
al calls for farm loan waivers in the
run-up to next vear's elections.

While the climate effect could lea-
ve farmers with less money to re-
pay their loans, any promiseof loan
waivers by political parties could
be a sentiment dampener, as there
wotilld be uncertainties while go-
vernments evolve mechanisms to
pay lenders back.

“El Nino could lead to stress in the
agriculture portfolio of banks, ma-
inly Kisan Credit Card (KCC) lo-
ans,” said Anand Dama, an analyst
with brokerage house Emkay Glo-
bal. “We believe farm stress in the
run-up to the general elections may
lead to calls for farm-loan waivers
and so pose a risk to asset quality
for banks, mainly KCC-heavy
banks like SBland HDFC Bank,"” he
said, adding that microfinance pla-
vers, with higher portfolio share in
rural areas, too will need to keep a
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Agri NPA for the banking
Drop in Harvest sector stood at at B.6%at

India has seen The weather the end of September 2022

7 El Nino phenomenon is known

episodes since '94 | to hurt farm output

El Nino resulted in | For lenders, it could

14% lower rainfall | disrupt agri asset

2-3% lower kharif | quality for 3-4 weeks

cerealproduction | ———————————— ¢

in 2015 Agri loan NFA for 5BI

rose to 15.9% in FY20
‘ from 11.6% in FY19
. W W
. o ld &) b

close watch on asset quality

While the economy grapples with
high food inflation, potentially ad-
verse climate conditions are posing
afresh threat to India's agriculture
output. Heat stresses are building
upagain like last year, putting pres-
sure on the production of rabi
crops like wheat, oilseeds and pul-
ses. On top of this, the growing pos-
sibility of an El Nino condition co-
uld spoil the monsoon season ahe-
ad, Emkay said in a report.

El Nino refers to the abnormal

year, the country imported 12.48 lakh tonnes of
urea, 2.45 lakh tonnes of DAP and 3.40 lakh
tonnes of MoP. The quantity of MoP was for bath
agricufture and industrial use. The domestic
fertiliser production during January this year also
rose to 39.14 lakh tonnes when compared with
32.16 lakh tonnes in the year-ago period, the data
showed. In the international market, there has
been a falling trend in fertiliser prices. Urea prices
(freight on board) showed a decline of 44.26 per
cent to USD 500 per tonne in January this year
from USD 897 per tonne in the year-ago period.

warming of surface waters in the
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, of-
ten associated with droughts in In-
dia, resulting in low agricultural
output mainly for rain-dependent
areas. The US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
has predicted the possibility of El
Nino conditions this year.

Since 1994, India has encountered
seven instances of El Nino, hurting
farm production and hence resul-
ting in higher non-performing as-
sets for banks in the related subse-

quent three-four quarters. The la-
test instance was in 2019, after
which agricultural NPAs for the
State Bank of India shot up, from
11.6% in the fiscal year 2019 to 15.9%
in the fiscal vear 2020.

Attheendof September2022, agri-
culture bad loans totalled 8.6% of
the credit disbursed to this sector,
Reserve Bank of Indiadata showed.

El Nino resulted in 14% lower ra-
infall and a 2-3% lower kharif cere-
al production during 2015.

“It's a wait-and-watch situation,
we are keeping a close watch on the
performance of our agriculture
portfolio but honestly the vagaries
of nature is not in owr hands so we
will have to deal with it if El Nino
happens,” said the agriculture he-
ad of a PSU bank who did not wish
to be named. “Though as bankers
we really hope that governmenis
would deter from announcing farm
loan waivers as it leads to bad credit
discipline.”

The asset quality situation of
banks has been on a steady mend.
Thesector’simpaired-loan ratio de-
clined to 4.5% in the first nine
months of the financial year en-
ding March 2023 from 6% in FY22,

India’s fertiliser imports rose
3.9% to 19.04L ton in January

country’s fertiliser imports rose by 3.9 per cent to 19.04 lakh tonnes in January this year
compared to the year-ago period, according to the Fertiliser Ministry data. The country imported
18.33 lakh tonnes of fertilisers during January 2022. According to the latest data, of the total
imports of 19.04 lakh tonne, 10.65 lakh tonnes of urea, 5.62 lakh tonnes of Di-ammonium Phosphate
(DAP), 1.14 lakh tonnes of Muriate of Potash (MoP) and 1.63 lakh tonnes of complexes were
imported. In the same month of the previous
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Fearing aphid attack, farmers asked
to monitor wheat Crop constantly

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MUKTSAR, FEBRUARY 27
With mercury remaining
above normal, the Agricul-
ture Department has asked
farmers to  constantly
observe the wheat crop as
chances of aphid attack have
increased.

The department has
advised the farmers to divide
their fields in four parts and
do a survey of the crop. Gur-
preet Singh, Chief Agricul-
ture Officer, Muktsar, said,
“If there are five aphids per
wheat spikelet, then the
farmers should spray pesti-
cides as per recommenda-
tion. The wheat leaves turn
yellow with aphid attack and
require timely action.”

He said the situation was
fine, but the experts had
warned of further rise in tem-
perature in the coming days.

“The rise in temperature
may also decrease the wheat

T

Agrlculture exper‘cs inspect wheat Fetds in Muktsar THIBUNE PHOTO

PREVENTION TIPS

6 If there are five aphids per wheat spikelet, then the
farmers should spray pesticides as recommended.
The wheat leaves turn yellow with aphid attack and
require timely action. Gurpreet Singh, cHiEr AGRICULTURE OFFICER

yield. We have recommend-
ed light irrigation for the
wheat crop at this stage.
However, fields should not be
irrigated in windy weather.
Besides, the farmers should
spray the recommended

dose of potassium nitrate on
the crop only in the evening
hours,” said the Chief Agri-
culture Officer. Meanwhile,
the officials did a field survey
and said there was no trace of
yellow rust.

Robust Dec quarter margin a shot in the arm for PI Industries

bavadharini ksi@livermint com

I Industries Ltd shares
P have risenby 1% since the

('{]lul}il[l:\' ill'lfllllllll'{"l I[lh
December quarter results
(QEFY2Z3)on Tuesday after mar-
ket hours.

The agrochemicals com-
pany’s earnings have been
strong with Ebitda (earnings
before interest, taxes, deprecia-
tion and amortization) lmrm n
rising by nearly 390 basis
illm‘] year
coming in at a multi-
high. Onebasis pointi
favourable product mix mtl
operating leverage helped mar-

gin performance. With stable
commuodities prices and better
operatingefficiencies
agement expectstor
Ebitela margin at 23

Prashant Biyani, vice presi-

dent. institutional equity, Elara
Capital, While we are
expecti margin band o
be maintained, it could see a
marginal improvement in
H2FY24. But since many geo-
graphies are having surplus
channel inventory globally, it
has potential toimpact Pl ndus-
tries business in FY24, and we
may revise the estimates at that
time." The management expects
o maintain revenue growth of

over 20%, Here, the launch of |

Upward trajectory
Pl Industries Ebitda margin in Q3FY23 was at a multi-quarter high.
(@ Ebitda (in ¥ crore)

mint

o .
QIFYI

Kote: Ebids is earnings befoee

iresnse, nax, depreciation. avd amortastion

SATISH KUMAR T

new products should help. In the
nine-month ended December,
Pl Industries has commercial-
ized three new products in its

@ Ebincla mangin (in %) {right-hand scale)

exports business and seven in
domesticagri brands. InQ3, the
company derived about 82% of
itsrevenue fromexports, which

sawa growth of 23% y-o-y. This
wasdriven by 9%volume growth
and 14% growth coming from
price, currency and favourable
product mix. The segment has
seenan uptick in custom synthe-
sismanufaciuring (CSM) exports
order book to about SL8 billion,
which offers good visibility,
Domestic revenues were sub-
dued, growing by just about 2%
due to adverse weather condi-

tionsand higherchannel inven-
tory. Overall revenue growth
stood at 19% o 3,613 crore, miss-
inganalysts’ expectations. How-
ever, better mangin performance
meant Ebitda growth was rela-
tively higherat $0%.
Meanwhile, the company has

guided for capex of 1500 crore
anclaround Y800 erore fi irl‘l 1!-
amdd FY 24, respectively. Even
the company is ev: ilug
pharma acquisition, which ana-
lysas point couldbeanoverhang
on thestockin the near-term.
While the stock has gained
since the resuls, year-to-date
retwmsane broadly Aattish. Valu-
ations appear steep. The stock
trades at nearly 36 times csti-
mated carnings for FY24,
according o Bloomberg data,
“We are enthused by strong
operting leverage and solid bot-
tom-line growth inthe near term
while pharma acquisition
remainsa key overhang.” saida
report by Nuvama Research,
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AP emerges as leader in
agriculture-based Industry

Hans NEWs SERVICE

VIIAYAWADA According to a release by the state
govt, the state exported

; D Rs 44,539 cr agriculture and food
ANDHRA Pradesh emerges
as a leader in Indid's agrihur*s-i- processing products in 2021-22
ness industry with Rs 44,539 In the fiscal ﬁar202122.ﬂbe
crore exports in  2021-22, state ranked first in the production
Andhra Pradesh has firmly of many crops, including oil palm,
established itself as a major papaya, lime, cocont, cocoa,

player in Indias agribusiness tomato, and chillies as well asin

industry, with a significant marine exports

contribution in sectors such .

as aquaculture, horticulture, The state has made significant
dairy, and poultry. Despite the investments in infrastructure,
disruptions caused by the pan- tgal R AL il W with 10,788 YSR Rythu Bharosa
demic, the state’s agri and food Kendras functioning as one-stop-
processing exports for the year | shops for agriculture and allied
2021-22 were valued at Rs ok . | ST

44,539 crores (US $5.95 bn),
showcasing a notable growth
rate of 5.95 per cent, according
to a statement from the state

Rhythu Bharosa flagship pro-
gramme, which is designed
to provide timely and high-

income, the government has
introduced new crops such as
dragon fruit, Taiwan guava,

as well as in marine exports.
Furthermare, the state has se-
cured the top position in egg,

tioning as one-stop-shops for
agriculture and allied services,
58 agricultural and horticul-

government on Saturday, fish and shrimp production, tural research  stations, 373 quality inputs and services to Mauritius varicty of pineap-
In addition to this, the state  while taking the second posi-  cold storage facilities, 124 increase crop productivity. ple. strawberry, cinnamon,

In addition, the government
is actively developing Integrat-
ed production centres in all
districts of the state in line with
the AP Food Processing Policy
1025, which will provide farm-
ers with common facilities.
To further improve farmers’

nutmeg, Japanese mint and
more. These initiatives dem-
onstrate  the government’s
commitment to promoling the
growth of the agricultural sec-
tor and supparting the welfare
of farmers in Andhra Pradesh,
the release said.

warchouses, 247  ripening
chambers, 4,587 pack houses,
5 food quality testing labs,
and 400 market }'::r‘d!.. said the
statement.

The state government has
taken a initiative to  sup-
port cultivators with the YSR

has achieved remarkable mile-
stones in the agriculture and
food processing sector. In the
fiscal year 2021-22, the state
ranked first in the production
of several crops including il
palm, papaya, lime, coconut,
cocoa, tomato, and chillies

tion in paddy, maize, mango,
sweet orange, cashew and tur-
meric.

To support this thriving
sector, the state has made
significant investments in in-
frastructure, with 10,788 YSR
Rythu Bharosa Kendras func-

Analysts ol the brokerage, kd
by Ankur Périwal, say that global
agricusltural inpul inventory, espe-
cilly forgend rekativedy high
and will norm: gradually on
inventory drawdown. Declining
global prices, however, willl impel
Emvendoery losses in ihe near term,
they add.

The key trigger for the sector
will be the pace and progress of
monsoons. There s an expecta:
tion that this year may well s
Mo make an appearance, :.lllm.

Roll of dice for agrochem companies
with El Nino dampener on monsoon

Adverse agronomical conditions, excess channel inventory weigh on domestic market volume offtake
RAM PRASAD SAHU MARGIN PRESSURES

Mumbal, 2é February

omestie-focused agricul
D tural chemical (agrochem)
companies could face
near-tem headwinds, given the

et Yo Ebitda Yo P i fodry conditions and a defl-
; chenk monsoomn.
{HW‘?:_} sales  chg(%) margins (%) PiElx) sy analysts at JM Financial,

b L B

J1J.'|lni.\.| ity of E1 Klito oocur-
ring this year |s increasing with

worrles on the El Nifio effect on Plindustries _LeB 'I&.?_ 8. I’_ [ BO every  revised  prediction,
monseans, higher Inventory, and = = Currently, it stands af 60 per cent
pressure on margins. Some of Bayer ogrichenae Liﬂl “. 1“_ SBD 54 ¢ Angust-October. If E1 Nifo
these were reflected in the SUMBnmo [h:rmullnm = “. l?.'-'_ 103 355  appexrs, it could lead o an
October-December quarter (third ' — - extendedand humid summer sea-
quaner, or (3} results of com- Ralls India m Mi &E- =182 W& con in India” The phenomencn
panies and may impact them in " : Y I’ = was last seen in 2008 and led 1o
the current  quarer  ifourth P Apech M m- ﬁ.‘l- T Bt lrwer-than-noomal raingall,

quarter, 07 Q) a5 well. " points; 1) Rt i PO P Frice-To- £RImings rAthe Baad on FI003- 1s sttmates Analysts of Nuvama Research,

{ompiled by Ri B Burvas port: Captalng, Boomberg

Nuvama Research pointed out led by Abneesh Roy, sy that the

that the sector witnessed mixed
perfomunceduring the quarter as
glotml agrochem and domestic fer-
tiliser companies mal
growth momenium, while adverse
agronomical  conditions  and
excess channed inventory weighed
o I.IIII'Ih.'\l:l muarket volume off-
rritesch and Rallis,
majoriny of reve-
e From this home-grown marke,
clid mon Eare werll n the quarter.
Dhanuka posted 10 |;:n-r cent
growth in the quarter — most
e o peice hik
for the pesticide man-
w220 basis
poims (bpsh due o high-cost
inventory and inability to fully
s oy imdflates] e material costs,

The management, however,
indicated that most of the
high-cost imventory had been
Tiguidated in QF of 2023-2% he rest
would e exhausted in Q4
(Jamuary-March quarter).

The domestic crop care seg-
ment of Rallis logged 7 per cent
growth in revenue. This was
entindy pricing-bid, with flag vod-
umies, compared with the vear-ago
quarter. [ts  expont  business
declined 7 per cent, lxl by kawer
volumds fdue 1o higher inventony
buld-up a1 the customer endd) and
préssure on réalisations (due to
shuggish demand for key pro-
clucts), frs overall openting profit
marginssiid 227 bps 0 8.5 percent,

beari miind higher market
spencand high-cost inventory.

India's largest agrochen
company UPL iformerly United
Phosplvorus ) registensd 2 percent
growth in overall revenue, driven
bry Ul Latin American and Rorth
American markets which grew 38
P cent anl 30 per cent, nespec-
tively, However, the agriculiune
solutions prosider reported a flat
dhomestic crop protection perform-
ance i the quarter, Strong tmction
n the sesed bsiness hielped offset
the matex! Indin crop protection
prformanc,

Michad Frunk. chief executive
officer of its global crop protec-
tion business, pointed out that

the subdued performance was
due o unfavourable weather
comditions and high channel

. however,
impact was compensated by

Emyprovex] price

While the Ind
ble, with revenue crossing
crore in the quarter, the 03,

it ceEnt of its con-
VEnLE,

oos company Pl
=, U, =aw @ SIIOng
quarter, with overall mevenue
growing 19 per cent, The export
SOEITWEINT oW L rORMISE 23 T CEnE Sum
over the year-ago period, While

prowihcame
I vl

said the product mix,

saiion.
panfalio is

&1 accounted for

exsing of chan
nel ol

o continme in Q4. ;
demand was relatively stable In
channel

earlier seasous.
growth for Indian
companies in Q3. It may
mand o well,

says The brokerage.

«r infestation in
i5 el bovsloweer

volume growth accounted for 9
per cend of gains, the rest of the
1 Evourable pric-
Ing. currency benefis, and a better

Axiz Securities expects the
pressare on cdom

inventory  for

rochen

nventony pres-

MIOASOHMS,

El Mificrevent haes o
tionship with monsoons, which
means rafnfall s usually
o during such a year.
Consequently, lower sowd
ressu bt lower crop yiekd will hurt
farm income. After four good

monscons, the probability of a

For thee domiestic sectorn, investors
should awail progress.on destock-
e volumie grosth trencds, as
well as moTsoon movemen.

Muvama Research is ¢
abaut donestic agrochs
Tk Dl 1 Agrite]
while being upbear on global
plavens ke UPL,
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Farmer unions demand
separate Centre, state
agriculture budgets

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 28

A meeting of five farmer
organisations, including
Bharti Kisan Union Rajewal,
All India Kisan Federation,
Kisan Sangharsh Commit-
tee, Punjab, Bharti Kisan
Union, Mansa, and Azad
Kisan Sangharash Commit-
tee was held here at Kisan
Bhawan today.

The unions demanded sep-
arate Centre and state Bud-
gets for agriculture for
increasing the public invest-
ment in the sector, which
they said was being slashed
and implementation of Dr
MS Swaminathan’s recom-
mendations.

Farmer organisations have
decided to march towards

parliament on March 13 and
submit a memorandum to
the Prime Minister in this
connection. The  main
demands of the unions are
saving Punjab from acute
water crisis as the under-
ground water is depleting
and much river water is flow-
ing out of state due to wrong
decisions of the Central Gov-
ernment regarding water dis-
pute. Environment pollution
as the chemical effluents of
factories are going down into
the earth untreated and con-
tinuous attack on the federal
system of the state and cur-
tailment of its powers.

Leaders said the Central
Government backed out
from the promises made to
farmers when the three farm
laws were repealed.
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Roll of dice for agrochem companies
with El Nino dampener on monsoon

Adverse agronomical conditions, excess channel inventory weigh on domestic market volume offtake

Muribal, 26 February
omestic-focused agricul-

D tural chemical (agrochem)
companies could face
neardem hexdwinds, given the
worrles on the El Mifio effect on
mansaons, higher iInventory, and
pressure on mangins. Some of
these were reflected in the
October-December quarter (third
quamnet, or (3} results of com-
panies and may impact them in
the current quamer  founh
quarter, o7 Q) a8 well

Nurvama Reseanch pointed out
that the sector witnessed mixed
performance diir ng the quartes as
global agrochem and domestic fer-
tiliser companies malntained
grosvth momenmum, while adverse
agroniemical  conditions  and
excess channed inventory weighed
ot domestic market volume off-
Eake, Dihexrniakeas Agritech ancd Rallis,
whichgenentea majority of reve-
i Froam thir home-grown markt,
clid ot Eare well in the quarter.

Dhanuka posted 10 pér cint
growth In the quarter — most
s caumne from price hikes, Geoss
oargine for the pesticide man-
ufacturer contractid 230 basis
points (bpsh due o high-cost
inventory and inability to fully
s o indllatix] e material costs,

The management, however,
Endicated most of the
high-cost imventory had been
liquidated in Qi of 302323 the rest
would e exhausted im Qd
(Jamuary-March quarter).

The domestic Crop care 2eg-
ment of Rallis logged 7 per cent
growth In revenue. This was
entindy pricing-did, with flat vod-
s, cormipardd with the vear-ago
quarter. [ts export  busingss
cleclined 7 per ent, lexd by kwer
vedurmes (dus 10 higher inventony
Biilid-up ad the customer enc) and
prissun on relsations (due to
shuggish demand for key pro-
chucts), fts onvirall operating profit
narginssld 237 bps 1085 per cent,

MARGIN PRESSURES

Net
(rerore)  sabes  chgl(%)

Yo¥

margins (%)

Ebitda

g o)
9.0

R gen o0 2o [

Plindustries 168 sl =c | v B0
Bayer (opicience 108 sl 0. [N @0 B0
wminma hemiclinds | 1% 6.6 EZ
Ralks India T an oa 1 [ Tm |
Dhanuka Agiitech m 2l s\ ETET.

*Eas points; (FYID Pgures in Posere; R Price-te-camings ratie Baded on F003- 1e ettmates.
fompited by K iesesec Buress

ooy Captaling, Boomberng

bearing, in mdnd higher market
spend and high-cost inventory.

Imdia's largest agrochemical
company UPL iformerly Unired
Phesplionus ) registensd 2 percent
growth in overall revenue, driven
Iy il Latin American and North
American markits which grew 2
per cent ancd 30 per cent, negpec-
tively, However, the agricultune
solutions provider reportisd a flat
chommstic cnop protection perform-
ame it quarter, Strong tmction
it siviedd bamsiniess haelpeed offset
the mited Indlin crop protection
prirformiance.

Michad Frank. chbefl executive
officer of it= global crop prodec-
tion business, pointed out that

the subdued performance was
due w0 unfavourable weather
comditions and high channel
inventory, gatvanising lower vol-
uimves, He, however, said the
impact was compensated by
Emprovid] price realisution.
While the India pomfalio is
sizeable, with revenue crossing
21,075 crore in the quarter, the
domestic market accounted for
onby aboul 8 per cent of its con-
solidated reverue,
Agri-sciences company Pl
Industries, oo, saw a slrong
quarter, with overall mevenue
growing 19 per cent, The export
SO gEninw o rotMIst 23 pér cent
over the year-ago period, While

volume growth acoounted for 9
per cent of gains, the rest of the
growthcame from Evourable pric-
g, currency benefis, and a better
product mix.

Axis Securities expects the
pressuire o domestic Companes
o coptinue in Q4. While fertiliser
demand was relatively stable In
Q3. channel inventory for
agriculiugal inpuls remained
elevatied on lowier infestation in
earlier seasons. This led toslower
growth for Indian agrochen
companies in Q3. I may impact
Q4 deerrand as well, subject toan
easing of channel invemory pris-
sure and cutlook for monsoons,
says e brokerage.

Arnalysts at the brokerage, kd
by Ankur Periwal, say that glotal
agricultural inpul inventory. espe-
cinlly forgenerics, is rebatively high
and will normalise gradually on
inventory drawdown. Declining
glolal prices, however, will impel
Enventony losses In the near tem,
they add.

The key trigger for the sector
will be the pace and progress of
monsoons., There |5 an expocta-
tion that this year may well see El
Bl fo rrea ki & appearance, glving
rise to dry conditions and a defl-
chenk monsoom.

Say analysts at JM Financial,
“The probability of E1 Nifio oocur-
ring this year |s incréasing with
eVeTY revised prediction.
Currently, it stands af 60 per cent
by August-October. I E1 Nifo
apperrs, it could lead to an
externdedand hummsd sumamer ssa-
500 in India” The phenomencn
was last seen in 2018 and Jed 1o
Levwer-than-normial rainfall,

Analysts of Nuvama Research,
led by Abnessh Roy, sy that the
| Mifioevent has an inverse rela-
tionship with monsoons, which
only means rainfall is usually
downcaat during such a year.
Consequently, lower sowing and
restibtant lewwer orop viek] will bt
farm income After four good
monsoons, the probability of a
fifth nenmal monsoon appéars
clilusecl an this stage, Uy wbd,

Given the multiphe hiadwinds
For the domnestic sector, investons
shioulkd await progriss on distock-
ing and volume grosth trends, as
] s ITROTEOON WOV,

Muvimna Reserch is cautious
aboat domaestic agrochem plyers
like Dhanulka Agritech and Rallls
while being upbeat on global
plavers like UPL.

!
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7,341 cr proposed for agri, allied sectors

Emphasis on cultivation, consumption of millets, natural farming, micro-rrigation technigues

¢

The government
has proposed 3
centres of
excellence to
promote horticulure,
Amongthese, one
will be setupin
Panchkula for
post-harvest mgmt,
second in Nuh
district for onion
farming and the
third in Jhajjar
for flowers

RAVINDER SAIND
TIEECNE LW MOy
CHANTHGARH, FEERUARY 23
Laying special emphasis on
promoting  cultivation and
consumption of milleis, natu-
ral farming, optimum use of
water through micro-irrigs-
tion techniques and resoly-
ing the issue of salinity and
watcrlogging, Chief Minister
Manchar Lal Khattar today
propoged to  allocate Rs
THLIL erore to agricaliure
and allied sectors in the Bud-
get, which is over 27 per cent
higher than the revised esti-
mates of Rs 575802 erore of
the current year

The allied sectors include
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry, Fisheries, Horticul-
ture and Forest. The govern-
ment  has  proposed  to
establish three centres of
excellenee to promole horti-
culture in the state. Among
these, one would be set upin
Panchkula for post-harvest
management, second in
Pinangawan of Nuh district
for onion farming and the
third Munimpur (Jhajjar)
for Mowers.

Besides, a honey quality
laboratory will be setup and a

FSTO0K

honey trade poli

iy will also
be prepared o facilitale bee-
keepers in the state to market.
honey through avctions for
better price realisation and
improving quality.

To give fillip 1o green
manuring or Dhaincha culti-
vation, which incrcases soil
arganic matter and improves
soil health. a scheme for facil-

itating farmers to adopt green
manuring through dhaincha
cultivation will be introduced
under which the government
will beaur 80 pesr cent of the cost
of Rz T20 per acre and the
farmer has to contribute only
20 per cent of the cost. “Agri-
cubture amd allicd activities
coniribute 185 per cent to the
state’s economy. Haryana is

<4

¥400 CRORE FOR STRAY
CATTLE CARE, SHELTERS

| ®The prosision for the Hanana

Gau Sewa Aayog is proposed 1o
e incressad to 400 crorain
202324 from the present alko-
cation of T40 crore, Gram Pan-
chayat land will be made avail-
bl with the concurmance of

paushatas will be linked 10 the
Gobar Dhan scheme, unter
which biogias plants are pro-
posad to be constructed in every
dlestrict toeasune the cane and
protection of stray cows, beskles
eliminating the occumence of
Accioents being causod by stray
cattio on roads. The state has
632 gaushalas with housing of
around 4.6 kkh stray cattie,

the only state to
assurance on the MSP for 14
crops. Over 8 lakh farmers
register regularly on Merd
Fuzal Mera Byora (MFMB)
Haryana was conferred with
the Best Stale Agribusiness
Soxard 2022 by the Indian
Agriculture and Food Council
I the kst two years, over Rs
45,000 crore has directly been

transferred into the accounts
afthe farmers on the procurns-
ment of their crops, besides
Rs 428 crore for the imphe-
mentation  of  different
schemes in agriculture,” said
the CM during his Budget
address, He said the govern-
ment was actively promoting
cultivation and consumption
of millets in the state.
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With consultant on board, govt plans
to bring fallow land under cultivation

Times News NeTwomrk

Panaji: The state government has
appointed Darashaw and Company
as consultant to help Goa attract
funds for agriculture under vario-
us central government schemes.
Officials said that several joint me-
etings have also been conducted
with experts from organisations
like CSIR-NEERI to implement
khazan land rejuvenation and bo-
ost stingless bee farming, diversifi-
cation, and modernisation of crops
inGoa.

The appointment was made
through a tendering process, The
directorate of agriculture issued
the mandate letter to Darashaw on
February 10 to prepare a detailed
project report (DPR) to secure
funds under centrally-sponsored
schemes and other works proposed
under ‘Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yo-

Community agriculture

infrastructure will be created

for the protection of prime

agricultural land and provide

better facilities to take up
mn_lmﬂtial cultivation of

jana - Remunerative Approaches
for Agriculture and Allied Sector
Rejuvenation (REVY-RAFTAAR)'.

“The governmentof Indiacons-
tituted the RKVY scheme which
aims at achieving 4% annual
growth in the agriculture sector
during the XI Plan period, by ensu-
ring development of agriculture
and allied sectors. To expedite the
procedure of preparing the DPR
and coordination for the central
scheme, the state had begun the
process of empanelment of consul-

tants,” said the official.

The directorate of agriculture,
along with the directorate of plan-
ning, statistics and evaluation, ha-
ve identified multiple projects to
be taken up to boost agriculture in
Goaand toavail benefits of various
schemes.

“Omne of the projects is stingless
honey bee farming with a proces-
sing unit (meliponiculture), which
isexpected tohelp in the promotion
of allied activity to increase far-
mers'income inasustainable man-

ner. The focus will also be on cma
tion of infrastructure of ‘agri-
hubs along the highways, district
roads for marketing of local agri-
culture produce and value-added
products which will increase far-
mers’ income and profitability
through direct marketing,” said
the official.

Community agriculture infrast-
ructure will be created for the pro-
tection of prime agricultural land
and provide better facilities to take
up comunercial cultivation of agri-
cultural and horticulture crops.

“This is to help bring back frag-
mented fallow lands under cultiva-
tion on mission mode. Awareness
programs will be held among the
farming community to adopt new
technologies and develop their ag-
ricultural lands by availing bene-
fits under various state and central
schemes,” the official stated.

330 cr sensor-based smart
agri project gets approval

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 18

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration has approved
a Rs 30.40 crore project “Sen-
sor-based smart agriculture"
envisaging integration of
agriculture with technology
driven by Artificial Insemi-
nation and IoT for automa-
tion of practices, enhanced
resource use efficiency and
profitability.

According to an official
statement, the project,
which is aimed at estab-
lishing a sensor-based
smart agriculture ecosys-
tem would prove to be
helpful for the agri-econo-
my of the region. The inte-
gration of agriculture with

technology driven by Al
and IoT will make agricul-
ture alluring, professional
and competitive.,

"The project will enable
the use of Hi-tech poly
houses for the cultivation
of cash crops around the
year with the application
of IoT and automation for
monitoring the microcli-
matic  parameters  of
plants. The greenhouse
technology will result in
increased yields and make
possible off-season avail-
ability of vegetables as ear-
ly production or late avail-
ability as compared to
open field conditions," the
statement said. — IANS

NHAI to explore
fertiliser's waste
to build roads

NHAI on Wednesday said it is
exploring the use of phosphor-
gypsum waste material, a by-
product of fertilizer produc-
tion, in the construction of
highway. National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI),
along with the ministry of
chemicals and fertilisers will
take up field trials on projects
for use of phosphor-gypsum in
building national highway to
achieve a circular economy in
the use of gypsum.
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Odishalaunchesindia'sfirst
Al-Chatbot for Agriculture

Concernover prices of diesel, seeds & fertilizers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 18 FEBRUARY:

overnor Prof. Ganeshi
Lal on Saturday
aunched India'sfirst
Al Chatbot for the

agriculturesector - Ama KrushAl
,whichwillisa pilot project with
above 10,000 farmers and will
beimplemented full-fledged in
next two months.

Ama KrushAl chatbot will
help the farmers with best
agronomic practices, govern-
mentschemesand loan prod-
ucts from more than 40 com-
mercial and cooperative banks.

Addressing the valedicto-
ry session of ‘Krushi Odisha
2023, organized by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Farm-
ers' Empowerment, Odisha,
jointly with FICCI, Prof. Lal
urged the farmers to benefit
fromall schemes announced
hy slate g[;vernment_

Praising the KALIAscheme,
ProfLal added that the scheme
has proved to be a game
changer for theincome secu-
rity of farmers.

Agriculture Minister
Ranendra Pratap Swain, said
“Odisha is now self-sufficient
inmany crops. The stateis 4th
largest rice producer in the
country. We are near self-
suffientin milk, eggand fish-
eries.” He however expressed
concern over theris [ng prices

L] o

of diesel, seedsand fertilizer.

“Our sincere effort will
become helpful to bring down
the cost of farming. Toachieve
this goal, we need farm mech-
anization,” added Swain while
urging the farmers to use
new machine and technolo-
gy in farming. Ms Basanti Hemn-
bram, Minister, Women &
Child Development and Mis-
sion Shakt, said the focusison
farmer-friendly schemes, nutri-
tional food and commercial-

ization of agriculture.Dr_ Ara-
binda Kumar Padhee, Princi-
pal Secretary, Department of
Agriculiure & Farmers' Empow-
erment said government focus-
es on farm mechanization,
cropdiversification, develop-
ment of the allied sector and
entrepreneurship develop-
ment.”

Suresh Kumar Vashishth,
Principal Secretary, F & ARD
Department said, “We have
achieved significant devel-

opment in animal resources
and milk production. We
have developed technology
and showcased on cage cul-
ture, Tilapia fish and bio-
floe.” MrT R Kesavan, Chair-
man, FICCI National Agri-
culture Committee & Group
President, TAFE Ltd , T R
Kesavan emphasized oninput
cost reduction in farming to
make water use effective. He
elaborated various aspects
of water efficiency in farming
so that technology-based
agriculture can be sustainable.
Prem Chandra Chaud-
hary, Director, Agricultureand
Dr Yeddula Vijay, Director of
AH & VS, Rama Chandra
Panda, Advisor to Dept . A &
FE, Odisha werealso present,
Official sources claimed
that more than 20,000 farm-
ers and agri-entrepreneurs
from across the state attend-
ed the three day event.

Cabinet nod to set up 200,000
agri-fishery-dairy cooperatives

Cabinet nod to 4,800 cr
scheme for border villages

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 15

TO STRENGTHEN THE coop-
erative movement in the coun-
try, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved setting
up of 2,00,000 new Primary
Agriculture Credit Societies
(PACS), dairy and fishery
cooperatives in uncovered vil-
lages and panchayats over the
next five years.

“The plan would be imple-
mented with the support of
NABARD, National Dairy Devel-
opment Board (NDDB) and
National Fisheries Develop-
ment Board (NFDB) through the
convergence of variousschemes
of Ministry of Fisheries,Animal
Husbandry & Dairying bylever-

TO IMPROVE THE quality
of lifeand encourage people
to stay in their native loca-
tions in border areas, the
union government on
Wednesday announced a
¥4,800 crore centrally
sponsored scheme for four
years through FY26.

The Cabinet approved

aging the ‘whole-of-Govern-
ment’ approach,” the govern-
ment said in a statement. The
government would provide
farmer members with requisite

the 'Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme'to ensure the com-
prehensive development of
villages along the northern
border areas. Out of the
financial allocation of
4,800 crore, ¥2,500 crore
would be used for con-
structing roads.

-FE BUREAU

forward and backward linkages
to market their produce,
enhance their income, and
obtain credit facilitiesand other
servicesat thevillage level.
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Digging in with
nano fertilisers

The government claims the use of nano-urea and DAP can be
game-changers, but private fertiliser manufacturers seem
to be in a wait-and-watch mode

SAMNJEEB MUKHERJEE
Hew Delhi, 15 February

ome next kharif season,
‘ farmers in Indiashould be able

o use nano-di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP), the second major
initiative that the government is
championing using nanotechnology
after nano urea. Both nano fertilisers,
the government thinks, have the
potential to revolutionise Indianagyi-
culture and make it more cost-effec-
tive than the conventional versions,
which can save significantly on fertil-
isersubsidy and have minimal impact
on the environment by reducing the
release of greenhouse gases.

DAP is the second most con-
sumexd fertiliser in India after urea;
of the estimated annual consump-
tion of 10-12.5 million tonnes (MT)
domestic production is 4-5 MT and
the rest is imported.

Preliminary estimates show that
a 300-litre bottle of nano-DAP is
expected to be priced at around T600,
half the present subsidised rate of a
50-kg bag of DAP of %1350,
Cooperative major IFFCO, which
holds the patent for the technology,
and private  sector  player
Coromandel are jointly working on
the nane-DAP roll-out.

Ahead of that, India had started
commercial production of nano-urea
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on August 1, 2021, with IFFCO and
state-owned Rashtriva Chemicals
and Fertilizers Ltd (RCF).
Thereafter, a plan was drawn to
seale up nano-urea production in
eight plants of IFFCO, National
Fertilizers Limited (NFL) and RCF

in various phases starting from
August 2021. These together will
produce around 440 million bottles
of 500 ml nano-urea by November
2025. This will be equivalent to
around 20 MT of conventional urea.
One bottle of nano-urea is equiv-

alent to one bag of urea. IFFCO has
transferred nano-urea technology to
NFL and RCF free of cost,

Inclia currently consumes around
A5 MT of urea a year, of which domes-
tic production is 25-27 MT and the
rest imported. Under the plan, the
extensive use of nano-urea along with
commissioning of new plants is
expected to reduce India’s overall reli-
ance on urea imports, from the pres-
ent 79 MT per annum. According to
senior government officials, the gov-
emment will save foreign exchange
of about 240,000 crore a year on the
import bill. This apart, reducing the
application of conventional chemical
fertilisers is expected to contain soil,
water and air degradation caused by
the overuse of chemical fertilisers,
government officials say.

At present, the capacity of nano-
urea production is over 50 million
bottles per vear, and it is expanding.
Eatlier this week, Chemicals and
Fertilisers  Minister Mansukh
Mandaviva inaugurated two new
nano-urea plants set up by IFFCOin
Aonlaand Phulpur in Uttar Pradesh.

Officials also claim that the use of
nano-urea will lead to an increasein
farmer income, on account of lower
input costs and higher crop yield and
prices from better quality crops. By
some estimates, a farmer could
enhance income by an average of
4,000 per acre by using nano-urea.

To assess the effectiveness of
nano-urea, the government has con-
ducted research trials with 20 Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) institutes and state agricul-
tural universities across 43 locations
on 13 crops since 2019-20 under dif-
ferent agro-climatic regions. Over
11,000 farmer field trials on 94 crops
were also conducted incollaboration
with ICAR and Krishi Vigvan Kendrms
using nano-urea.

The studies, according to govern-
ment reports, showed an eight per
cent increase in crop yields in foliar
application (that is from the top

through a sprayer on the leaves) of
nano-urea.

That apart, the govemnment
claims nano-urea effectively fulfils
the nitrogen (N} requirement of the
plant. It has nutrient use efficiency
(NUE} of more than 835 per cent. N is
absorbed by plants through the roots
when applied in soil and through
foliage when sprayed on crops. It said
that with the application of nano-
urea on all crops, the injudicious use
of chemical urea can be halved.

Despite these advertised benefits,
the private sector remains in a wait-
and-watch mode (Coromandel being
an exception for nano-DAP). Private
manufacturers produce almost half
the domestic urea. Being a patented
procluct by the government, the pri-
vate sector will have to get a licence
o produce nano-urea or-nano DAP
in their plants.

Industry players said that they
wanted toassess its effectiveness and
cost before opting for large-scale pro-
duction and sale of nano-urea
through their channels. Some private
company players said that nano-urea
was essentially a product that was
suitable for foliar application, while
conventional urea was applied at the
roots of the plants. Therefore, its
effectiveness needs to be closely
analysed in farmers’ fields rather
than in trials.

Some critics also cite studies,
which show that fertiliser use effi-
ciency of urea is better via soil appli-
cation rather than foliage.

But the government remains
enthusiastic about the future of the
technology. If officials are to be
believed, more products using nano-
technology are in various stages of
development that include nano zine
and even other complex fertilisers,

Meanwhile, all the claims and
counter-claims about nano fertilisers
will be fully verified in the next few
years once they are tested in farmers’
fields, Till then, it is the government
that will have to drive the initiative.

‘Drone use not limited Lo pesticide spraying, tremendous scope in organic farming oo’

India’s aim is to hecome a global huly for drones by 2030, for which an industry friendly policy including the PLI Scheme is in place, Scindia added

INDORE: Unbon Minister of - global hub for droes by 2050, “Ihe area of drone spplica-
Civil Aviation. JyotizadityaScin-  for which an industey friendly o for paivik kheti (organic
dia on Tuesday said the applica-  podicyinchuding the Production  farmiing) s also tremendous.
bility ofdeone in the agricultuse  Linked Incentive Scheme (PLT) .. Fven in natura] Gaming, there
sectoe s beyond pesticide spray- i in place, he added in tremendous scope for applica-

ing and has tremerdous scope
in arganks and natural farm-
ingg as well.

Dirone industry in India
Thas grover -8 times in the last
ane-and-a-half years. The drone
infrastructure set up in the
country s “extremely robust”
andl an Indian case studdy of
dromes as pioneer i agriculture
will be exhibited in the ongo
fing meeting of G20 agriculure
working group.

Indiss aim is to begome 3

Adddressing the nsedia on the
sidelines of the first G- 20 Agri-
culture Deputies Moeting here,
the Union minister said: ool
Tocik at drvenes through narrow
lines. Ihrvfwmlu} and diver-
sity of the application of using
devnes as service |s vast”

“The wise of drsnes in agri-
culture should naot be limited
1o pesticide spraying. It can be
nnp\;:u udu:':ral m’?w-ng and
survey of agriculture land, he
said

Lo of drones,” Seindia noted.

As organdc farming sees an
organic growth, thene will surcly

be the movement of drone
applu'.mm. e aididedl

The povernmaent is promat-
ing organic and natural farm.
Ing i 2 big way to reduce wse
of chenmical Fertilisers and sive
mother earth. Madhya Pradesh
is currently leading in arganic
Farming.

Currently, drones in agri
culture are permitted only for

pesthcides spraying.

Asserting that mary mane
applications will continue to
emerge in future, the Union
minister said the minibti-
ple uses of drones. 1 think as
volumes grow, versatilizy will

‘The PLI scheme

for drone industry
encompasses

close to Rs 120 ¢r
incentive for industry
whose size in 2021
was only Rs 60 o'

abso geow”

He mertioned tha the
prime minister has been clear
in determination that India
can v bovger e a foflower aned
the country miust be a leader in
unexploned areas in the workd,

Dhvome bs one such area.

For achieving the aim of
becoming a global hub for
leones by 20340, the government
It adopted a three-pronged
approach, he said,

Firstly, the government has
put i place a robust policy
duing away with some cum
heersome rules and hrought
in exse of doing business, In
a short span, digital mapping
of dromes has been dome in the
conirlry ieo rod, groen and vel-
lowe zonses.

Secondly, the povern
mend has come ot with the
PLI schense for promstion of
the drone industry, “For the

first time. the PLI schemse was
browght abaut for indusry
which was in a nascent stage,”
e said. The FLI scheme for
drone industry encompasies
chivie b Rs 120 crome incentive
for inddustry whse size in 2021
was only Ks6d crore, he added

The minister further said the
PLI scheme has yielded “very
sl pesults”™ a8 meany compa-
niies have registered and the size
of the industry has grown 6.8
tiines i e bast o -a-hall

Thindly, the government is
ercating demand for drones
and earmarked 12 ministries
including agriculture for man:

v useof deone echnology,
el

Thee three-day event af the
first G20 Agricubure Depu-
ties Mecting of the Agriculture
Warking Growp [AWG) will
conclude on February 15,

It deliberated on four key
priority areas: food security
andl mutrition;  sustainable
agriculture with climate smart
approach; incusive agriculture
walue chain and food supply sys-
nerncand digitisation of agricul-
ture prmation. The next
meetings of the G ricul
fure working group |>ﬁdp’ o
beheld in Chardigarh, Varanasi
and Hydershad. ¥

‘Mumon doublmg farmers’ income, legal guarantee of MSP’

Hopeless Budget, No Mention
Of Debt Waiver, Say Farmers

Nl Kamal & Yodbir Rana| e

Bathinda/ Amritsar:  The
farmers of Funjab have ter-
med the Budget as hopeless,
with no menthon aof govern-
ment faflure to doubde their
incomwe by 2022, of begal gua
rantes of minimum support
price or other pending de-
mandsmadeduring their Del-
hi agitation. Ancther thing
thiey hoped for and haven't pot
is Farmdebt waiver.

The farmers claim their
income bvel to be close o
206, when PM Narensdra Mo-
dii promised o double their

income in six years, by the
7ath anniversary of Indepen-
dence. Farmser unkonist Dars-
han Pal sakd: “The farmers
hiad high hopes from the Bud-
get, that it will fix the MSP by
the C2+50% formula recom:
mended by the Swaminathan
Commiteee”

BEU (Ekta Dakaunda) ge-
neral secretary Jagmohan
Singh sail: “For the last six
years, farmers have been hea
ring the promise but their in-
come hasn't doubbed. This go-
vermment’s last Budget didn't
wven ghve usa debt walver™

Punjab general secretary

4 ™
A DAY'S HARD WORK: Farmers

of Border Area Sangharsh
Committee, Rattan  Singh
Ramdhawa said, “We were ex-

4 village near Amritsar, on the day of Union Budget 2033-24

termed the Budgetasanti-farmer, saying total
outlay for agricutture and allied sectors has come:
chownrom 3.84% In 2022-23 10 3.20% i 2023-24,

Steady decline in allocation under flagship schemes: SKM

Bathinda: The Samyukt Kisan Meoncha (SHM) has The Morchaclaimesd that the Budget issilent

ssof MEP an crops,

Allocation far r

st froen 5.81% in 20222310 5.29%, it added.

recommendation of Swaminathan Commission
while flagship schemes like PM Annadata Axy

fram the vicious wheat-paddy
circlenor any annauncement
was made to implement the
full recommendations of
Swaminathan Commission.
Haowewer, Punjab BIP core
member Rajinder

Sangrakshan, eady decline
inallocation. Price Suppost Schemeand mrbel

“While itis universally

pecting some announooment
for border farmers, more sub-
sidies in fertilizers, pestici-

tal it

des, and weedickles. among
others, but all that did not

happen.” besaid.

farmers have been economically neglectediby
the BIR-bed Union gorermmient, the SKMhad
expected that after the sustained and
determined protest ofthe farmers at Deibl, the
party inpower would appreciate the |r||rmtaru:e
ol e faurm Sector amd Ehe need to: il K
and future of the rural farming community. who
form the bulk of India®s papulation,” it said ina

mineg and

1500 crone in 2022 toRts 1 0lakh. P Fasal Bmu:
ojana was supposed to protect farmers from
crop losses due tonatural calamities, bt from
allocatien of Rs 15,500 crore fast year, it Isjust Rs
13,625 crode this year. Even the MGNREGS and PM

50,000 crore each. Similarly, fertiliser subiidy has
been cut fromifs 2,25,000 crore in 2022 toRs

1.75.000 crore in this Budpet. itadded. e

State genoral secretary of
Kisan Mazdur  Sangarash
Committes Sarwan Singh

Pandher said neither any spe-
ciflcannouncement had been
e Lo bring Uve far mers out

Nﬂh-’!TL Singh Chhina hailed
the Budget as growth-orien-
ted and people-friendly as
every sector, including agri-
culture, health, education,
and defence, apart from emp
boyees have boen taken care
of. Gunbir Singh. former cha-
irman, CIL Punjab. said, “By
taking an apgressive and am-
bitiows approach to this ye
ar's fiscal paper, the finance
minister assunged the hopes
of industry and the services,
although the agrarian sector
s fiel ing let down.”
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AgriNeeds ‘Re-orientation’
to Combat Climate Change

TEAM ET

New Delhi | Pune: Indian agri-
culture needs “re-orientation” to
combat adverse impacts of climate
change, fragmented landholdings,
sub-optimal farm mechanisation,
low productivity, disguised unem-
plovment and rising input costs, the
Economic Survey 2023 said.
“Weneed tomove tocropsthathave
shorter growth periods so that we
cantake care of the challenges of cli-
mate change. Alsoneed to have crops
that are more suited in the context of
changing weather conditions. This
isanemergingchallenge and we saw

that (a heat wave) happen in 2022 as
well,” Chandni Raina, advisertothe
Department of Economic Affairs,

said in amedia interaction.
The survey suggested a greater fo-
cus on the development of the food
processing sector with

== improved infrastruc-
Agrisector ture, like cold storage
hasgrownat and better logistics, to
anaverage reduce wastage, im-
annualrate prove value addition,
of 4.6%inthe ensurebetter farmers’
last six years. returns, promote em-
Itgrew 3% ployment and increase
inFY22vs exportearnings.

3.3%theyear Itmadeastrongcase
before for increasing farm

mechanisation as it
helps increase productivity through
timely and efficient use of other in-
puts and natural resources while at
the same time reducing the cost of
cultivation. According to the survey,
the agriculture sector has grown at
anaverageannual rateof4.6% inthe
last six yvears.

Core Sector Growth Rises to
3-Month High of 7.4% in Dec

Surge in output of coal, steel, cement, fertiliser and electricity aid higher expansion

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s core sector
grew 7.4% in December as aga-
inst 3.8% in the year-ago period
as output in seven of the eight
components of the infrastructu-
re sectors rose, official data rele-
ased on Tuesday showed.

Asurge inthe output of fiveseg-
ments — coal, steel, cement, fer-
tiliser and electricity — aided
higher growth in December.

The core sector had grown 5.7%
in November

The data has been released a
day before Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman is scheduled to
present the Union Budget for
2023-24.

PMI manufacturing has remai-
ned in the expansion zone for 18
months since July 2021, and the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) grows at a healthy pace, the
Economic Survey for 2022-23said
on Tuesday.

“Much in tune with the Econo-
mic Survey which has painted

Core Grows

% Growth in Dec (YoY)
 Month | Coal
May Crude oil -1.2
Jun Natural Gas
Jul Refinery Prods
Aug Fertilizers
Sep Steel
Oct Cement
Nov Electricity
Dec Dec IIP seen 4-5%

anoptimistic picture of the eco-
nomy, core sector growth for De-
cemberhascomeinat7.4% thus
taking the cumulative number
to 8% for the first three quar-
ters,” said Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economist, Bank of Ba-
roda.

As per the data released by the
commerce and industry mini-
stry, the production of coal rose

11.5%, electricity 10%, steel 9.2%,
cement9.1%, and fertilisers 7.3%
in December:

Growth in steel and cement
outputsignal strong infrastruc-
ture activity and private const-
ruction.

Crude oil output shrank 1.2%,
hit by volatile prices and limited
investment in new fields. Natu-
ral gas and refinery products

output grew 2.6% and 3.7%, re-
spectively.

In April-December FY23, the co-
re sector cumulatively grew 8%,
lower than 12.6% growth seen in
the same period a vear ago.

Core sector or key infrastructu-
re industries, which have a
40.27% weight in the overall 1IE.
The IIP is expected to increase
4-53% in December.
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Farm equipment makers seck duty cuts, PLI
in Budget to boost domestic manufacturing

—
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Agricultural machinery
makers have soughr rational-
isation of customs duty and
GST to make domestic manu-
facturing more competitive in
the upcoming Union Budget,
besidesmakinga pitch for pro-
ductiondinked incentive for
the sector,

“Even after achieving more
than 50% indigenisation
through in-house manufac-
turing, we still need to import
several critical parts, including
special steel. Unfortunately,
the current duty/tax structure
makes Indian manufacturers
uncompetitive. Therefore, we
request the Finance Minister
to reduce customs duty on
spare parts. Also the non-
automotive engines should be
treated as spare parts as they
are critical for farm mechan-

M

isation and increase in effi-
ciency. All spare parts should
be atalower customs dutyand
(ST slab to help indigenise,”

said Ravindra Agrawal, Chair-
man, KisanKraft Ltd_
Mrityunjaya $ Man-

Director, CLASS India
Pvt Ltd, said the domestic
manufacturing of combine
harvesters should be pro-
moted under the Make In In-
dia programme. The combine
harvester executes akeyfarm-
ing operation for the farmer
and they are being short-
changed by cheap, poor qual-
ityimports from countrieslike
China and Thailand, that do
not have a proper warranty or
after-market support.

DISBURSAL OF SUBSIDIES

Randhir Chauhan, MD, Net-
afim India and SVP Netafim,
said policymakers should
push for drip irrigation usage
in water-guzzling crops such

Mrityunjaya
Singh said the
domestic
manufacturing of
combine hatvesters
should be
promoted under
the Make In India
programme

as rice, wheat, and sugarcane.
He said providing infrastruc-
ture status would help the mi-
cro-irrigation  manufacturer
(95 per cent of which comes
under MSME) toreduce oper-
ating costs, thereby accelerat-
ing the industry growth, and
bringing the equipment cost
down for the farmer com-
munity.

Making farmers energy-
sufficient would also reduce
the burden on the govern-

ment’s energy subsidy bills.

Shekar Sivasubramanian,
CEQ, Wadhwani Al, said, “In
the upcoming Budget, a con-
tinued focus on building sus-
tainable Al capacities to sup-
port large-scale deployment
of AT solutions will go a long
way in creating a material im-
pact on the lives of the under-
served people of India.”

KC Ravi, Chief Sustainabil-
ity Officer, Syngenta India Pvt
Ltd, said the Budget should
consider reducing GST on
crop protection products,
farm equipment, seeds and
other inputs. An enhanced
outlay for PM-KISAN will also
ensure farmers get more li-
quidityto buyinputs.

The industry s also expect-
ing that the government de-
vise a special PLI scheme for
the agro-chemical sector
which will have a spiralling ef-
fect on boosting manufactur-
ingin India.

With asizeable
population of India
andthe rest ofthe
world directly
dependenton
agriculture, itistime
to make agrifood
Syslems maore
afficient, inclusive,
sustainable and
clm ate-smart. We
need to hamessthe
power of innovation
and digitalisation
to build adaptation
capacity and
resilience,
while reducing
greenhouse gas
emissions from
agricutture ata
faster rate. Finance
flows inthefam
seclorneedto
reflect the
importance that
developing
countries assignto
climate adaptation
inthis sector,

opapar . tribuneindis. com

Need to make agri-Hood systems climate-smart
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While agri-food systems
contribute 1o and are
affected by the impact of
ihe ¢limate crips, they
also part of the s
Agrroulture and food seci-
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Spurious seeds: 42 PD
Act cases booked in "22

‘Many Cases Not
Proven; Only A
Few Sentenced’

Sribala.Vadlapatla
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Chief minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao has
recently announced on the
floorof the House that 42 Pre-
ventive Detention (PD) Act
cases were booked against
those selling spurious seeds
in the previous year. He also
warned seed traders from
selling spurious seeds.

A gquick scan reveals that
in 2022, 276 cases were boo-
ked under the Seed Act 1966
in Telangana against the sa-
le of spurious seeds. The
threat of spurious seeds pri-
marily affects cotton and

@ 276 cases booked
under Seed Act 1966
against sale of spurious
seeds in 2022

e Seed Act punishes
violators with
fine of ¥500

e Spurious
seed reduces
cotton
productivity
peracreto3
quintals from
13 quintals,
say officials

chilli crops and Telangana

has begun filing cases under
the PD Act because many
spurious seed sellers were
repeat offenders.

The Seed Act only punis-
hes violators with a fine of
2500, but the crop damage,
caused by the use of spurio-
us seeds, is severe. And, an
amendment, prescribing se-
vere action, to the Act is pen-
ding in Parliament.

According to officials,
the damage is so severe that
using spurious seed reduces
cotton productivity per acre
to three quintals, down from
12 or 13 quintals. *Most far-

'CASES MUST BE AGAINST FIRMS’

e Sources say stern action can
be taken under PD Act but many

cases not proven, only 13-14
_ sellers sentenced

e Cases should be
against companies
& not suppliers,
says Kisan cell

o Majority
spurious seeds
imported from
Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu (cotton),
Karnataka, AP
(chilli)

mers suffer the damage but
don't complain. Stern action
can be taken under the PD
Act. However, even in these
cases, booked over a three-
year period, many cases co-
uld not be proven and 13 to 14
sellers were sentenced,” so-
urces said.

State Kisan cell president
K Anvesh Reddy said: “Far-
mers should be given com-
pensation in case they were
sold spurious seeds and the
crop is damaged. And, cases
should be booked against
companies, but not suppli-
ers.”

Spurious seeds are those
produced by companies that
have not completed the requ-
ired four stages of research
and development. Accor-
ding to the Seed Act, all com-
panies must obtain marke-
tinglicences tosell and these

licenses must specifically
mention the brand's varieti-
es. R&D stages include bree-
ding, foundation, certifica-
tion, and the fourth and final
one, truthfullabel. Compani-
es that have followed these
steps for two or three years
sell a variety of seeds with
accurate labelling,

The Seed Act requires
sellers to obtain a marketing
licence for each variety, but
they adopt shortcuts offe-
ring low-quality seeds.

Telangana has approxi-
mately 1,000 seed marketing
licensees and a few dozen
companies that were active-
ly engaged in R&D.

The majority of spurious
seeds were reportedly im-
ported into the state from
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu (cot-
ton), Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh (chilli).
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21 more airports to
be linked to Krishi
Udan scheme

SANDIP DAS
Indore, February 14

THE GOVERNMENT WILL soon add
21 more airports under the Krishi
Udan scheme, aimed at facilitating
faster movement of agricultural pro-
duce in north eastern, hilly and tribal
regions of the country, civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said on
Tuesday. “At least 31 airports are
there under the Krishi Udan scheme
andweare speakingwith theminister
of defencetoinclude 21 moreairports
under the scheme,’ Scindia said while
briefing reporters about the second-
day of deliberations at the first G20
agriculture deputies meeting being
held here.

Scindia said that because of Krishi
Udan scheme, fruits such as lemon,
jackfruitand grapes from north-east-
ernstatesarebeing transportedtonot
onlyotherpartsofthe countrybutalso
toothercountriesincludingGermany,
the UK, Singapore and Philippines.

To promote transportation of per-
ishable agricultural produce from the
north-eastern, hillyand tribal regions,

GIVING WINGS TO
FARM PRODUCE

M Krishi Udan scheme
aims to facilitate faster
movement of agricultural
produce from the hills

B Under the scheme,
lemon & grapes from the
N-E are being sent to
Germany and the UK

under the Krishi Udan scheme 2.0
launched in October 2021, the Air-
ports Authority of India provides
waiver of landing and other charges.
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(G20 Meet to Look to Find Solutions
for Global Food Security: Chouhan

World will need 345 million tonnes of food grains by 2030: MP CM at Agri group meet

Our Bureau

Indore: The G20 summit will co-
me out with solutions, such as
new technologies, to boost farm
productivity, which is key to add-
ressing global food security con-
cerns, Madhya Pradesh chief mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chouhan sa-
id on Monday.

Chouhan was speaking while in-
augurating the first meeting of
the Agriculture Working Group
under India’s G20 presidency. In-
dia will continue to play a major
role in fulfilling the world's food
requirements, the CM said.

The world will need 345 million
tonnes of food grains by 2030, he
said,

In the current fiscal year, out of
India’s 4.6 million tonnes of wheat
export, Madhya Pradesh contribu-
ted 2.1 million tonnes, Chauhan sa-
id. Area under cultivation in Mad-
hva Pradesh has gone up to 29.9
million hectares from 19.9 million
18 years ago, while production has
increased to 61.9 million tonnes
from 15.9million tonnes, he said.

India is making the world aware
about millets and their benefits,

thus creating global demand for

the cereal grains, the CM said.
Chauhan said it was important
to move towards natural far-
ming in order to protect human
health as well the health of the
environment, in

— order to pass on a
India is better  environ-
making the memtaﬂmfumre
world aware Eenerations.
about millets MNatural far-
and their ming is promo-
benefits, ted as part of the
thuscreating Bhartiya Prak-
aglobal ritik Krishi
demand for Paddhati Yoja-
the cereal na,asubscheme
grain under the Pa-

ramparagat Kris-
hi Vikas Yojana being implemen-
ted by the agriculture ministry,
According to the agriculture mi-
nistry, half a million hectares are
covered under natural farming,
mostly in Andhra Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Uttar Pradesh. More
than0.73million farmers have ini-
tiated natural farming methods.

P 0Y

The three-day event has been or-
ganised to deliberate on agricul-
ture-related matters. It is expec-
ted to be attended by around a
hundred delegates from G20
member countries, guest countri-
es and international organisa-

A foreign delegate tries her hand at I'I:IIII

ing jalebis during a heritage IIr. on
Monday, the first day of the 3-day G20 summit, in Indore.

tions,

Civil aviation minister Jyotira-
ditya Scindia is scheduled to at-
tend the second day’s events, The
third day will be dedicated to deli-
berations on the key deliverables
of the working group.

Switch to organic farming to
protect environment: Shivraj

» Continued fromP1

nder the Prime Minis-
Uter Narendra Modi’s

leadership, there has
been continuous improve-
ment in agriculture growth
rate in Madhya Pradesh for a
decade” said Chouhan, add-
ing that the state has been at
the first position in the coun-
try in oilseeds production.
“MP has 60% share in the
country’s soyabean produc-
tion while the state is the
largest producer of wheat in
India. Chouhan also empha-
sized on increasing produc-
tion and promoting use of
millets along with urging
farmerstogradually opttoor-
ganic/natural farming to
help protect theenvironment,
health of humans and ani-

mals. “This year, around
60,000 farmers have regis-
tered in MP for natural farm-
ing. They encourage others
and gradually, we willachieve
the set target” he said, adding
that MP is the largest millet
producer of the country.

89 delegates from 30 coun-
tries and 12 international or-
ganizations are participating
in the three-day delibera-
tions. The delegates werfe ac-
corded a warm and tradition-
alwelcomeand weretakenfor
a heritage walk from Krish-
napura Chhatri to Rajwada
Palace as they are exploring
and learning about tradition,
culture and history of India.

Apart from G20 countries
including India, representa-
tives of Indonesia, Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Australia, Canada,

China, European Union,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Korea, Russia, Mexico,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Turkey, UK, and USA, as
many as 10 countries includ-
ing Bangladesh, Egypt, Maur-
itius, Netherlands, Nigeria,
Oman, Singapore, Spain,
UAE, and Vietnam are invited
intheevent.

Besides, representatives
of around a dozen interna-
tional organizations includ-
ing ADB, BMGE, ERIA, FAO,
ICRISAT, IFAD, IFPRI, OECD,
WFP and World Bank are par-
ticipating in the three-days
long first AWG on agriculture
as part of G20 Summit. Later,
Chouhan inaugurated an ex-
hibition onagro productsand
stalls of millets put up at the
venue. TN
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Stern action against those

selling spurious seeds: KCR
CM ASSURES STRICT ACTION

Sushil.Rao@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Chief minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao on
Sunday issued a stern war-
ning to those selling spurio-
us seeds, which are adverse-
ly affecting farmers.

Intervening during the
question hour in the Assem-
bly, the chief minister said
Telangana was the only sta-
te in the country, which was
taking action against spu-
rious seed sellers under the
PD Act. He said agriculture
minister S Niranjan Reddy,
who is also an advocate, con-
vinced the Centre about the
needtotakestringentaction
against spurious seed sel-
lers under PD Act. He said
despite the punitiveaction if
some people were still indul-
ging in the illegal activity,
the law would come upon
them strongly.

The chief minister was
responding to the problem
raised by ruling party MLA
Anjaiah Yadav, who brought
tothenotice of the housethe
loss that farmers were suffe-
ring because of spurious se-
eds beingsold to them.

Responding to requests

® Convinced Centre about
need to take stringent
action against spurious

¥ seed sellers under PD Act

e Integrated market
| complexes to be constructed
#7 in all municipalities

Will BJP demollsh domes of Supreme
Court as well, asks Balka Suman

Hyderabad: BRS MLA Balka Suman on Sunday asked if BJP would
demolish the domes of Kamakya temple in Assam and Supreme
Court as well. During adiscussion on money appropriation billin
assembly, he asked: “BJP said that they will demolish the
secretariat building named after Ambedkar. Would they do the
same with Kamakya temple in Assam and Supreme Court as well.”
He said that no one would keep quiet if such a step is taken. T

from other legislators, the
CM said integrated market
complexes, such as the one
in Gajwel in Siddipet dis-
trict, Nizamabad and Wa-
rangal would be construc-
ted in all municipalities. He
said an enclosed play area
for children will also be pro-
vided at all vegetable and
meat markets so that the
children can play while the-
ir parents buy what they ne-

eded.
KCR said the integrated
market complexes were

constructed in a scientific
manner with raised plat-
forms on which the vegetab-
les and meat can be kept.
“We implemented the ‘di-
ning table’ concept from the
West. The raised platform,
which is of two and a half fe-
et at least in height helps ke-
ep the place clean,” he said.

Awareness programme on organic and natural farming held

KARUM SHARMA
HARTHWAR {L TTARAKIAND)

A oue-day Awareness programné
for farmers on organic and milu-
ral farming was hetd at the Uni-
versity of Fatanfall. The pro-
gramme was supported by the
Reglomsl Cemre of Organic amd
Matural Farming and Natlonal
Cantre for Grganic and Mataral
Farming of the Minkstry of Agri
culture and Farmers Welfare,
Gosernmant of India in collaba-
ration with the Patanjali Organic
Research Tnatitute, Harbdwar.
Around 500 farmers participated
in the programme,

Addressing the panicipants
Acharya Balkrishoa urged the
Farmers to Initially sdopt organic
and patural fasming praciices 1o
prodisce food for own consump-
o which will also lead 1o re-
duction of health related expen-
diture for thelr family. He shared
aboul the wark belng done by
Patamjali For helping farmers
through digital methods inchud
Ing the HaritKranti and Anma
dana apps.

O this eccasion Dr Gagnesh
Sharnsa, Threctar, National Cen
tre for Cirganic and Katural
Farming spoke on the impar
tance of Chrganic Certification,

marketing of arganic produce for
wiidch the centre s tking im-
poriant initatives. AK Upad-
bvay, Wil Mdrector, Department
of Agriculiure, Uitarakland
shared the Impertant schemes
related with organic and natural
Farmibng belng Invplemented by
e Sate Government

Hitesh Clowdhary, CEO/MD
of Prakhand Rio energy Farmer
Producer Company shared her
eXperiences 45 an enirepreneur
and traimer with the Patanjali
Farnser Samiridhd Programme
and urged the wamen to take up
organic farmimg.

Genpal Sharma, entrépen eur

explalned ihe work done in
gosbialas amd making of vermi-
compestng &5 an enlerprise.
Progeessdve lapmers Licloding
Sapjay Kumar, Ja Prakash, Blila
Ram ad Anil Pandey shared
their experbences on Organic and
Mawral Farming,

Stalls of various producis were
displayed Incleding the DhartiKa
Dractor Sodl Testing Kir, Paranjali
Samridhil Card etcand live
demonstration of natural farm
ing practices was done. The pro-
gramme was noderated by Shri
Pawan Kumar, Chief Géneral
Mamager of Paranjall Organic
Research Instinwne.
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Ensuring nutritional security is the way forward

India faces the L1
complex challenge A\ 5 the Geind Hunger
e ndia was Lil
of nutritional [N T ok € s omotes
insecuri in 2022, which is a drop
: Llﬂty fromm the :nd.u: mnkuwlfx‘alot in
Strategies for the m‘ilm;:; in m.'nm:;\.n 194
Truken MANLS PETTMMT LCICTTIonr
develoDmentOf fshed, underscoring a severe food
agriculturecannot | Trssdemietheteinologel pins
throughthe Green, Yellowand
be limited to just White Revohions, In Ik,
! 5 between 10 and 322, foodgrain
Increasing peochaction increased froem about 50
3 Mo tonnes (MT) to around 316
ag.lw}tural ;h‘rl-l‘. hmulisual prochio: irncrésced
production for food D s SN ot 2
se;ulrity: a paradigm ks, productn o é?hr?'m'éﬁ
shiftis neededto elble ois froen less than 10 MT 1o
pursue techrbased around ZIMT In Punjab, duringthis
b riod,  foodgmin  production
strategies for s from T MT to dver 0T
o i | S
roem 4 over i 4 VL Ve
Ieving from | MT to over THIT 54 MT
food and nutrition etbles, 1.8 MT fhuits)

sustainability. There
isasilent epidemic

of malnutrition
despite improved

food production. A

report of FAQ (2018)

shows that about

14.5 per cent of the

Indian papulation
continues to be
undemourished.

epaper. tribuneindia.

<

315.

(LU Agriculture & food mgmt:
EIVUAN From food security to
PIYPREY nutritonal security

million tonnes of
foadgraing produced
in India in 2021-32

crone farmers Conened
under PNEKISAN for
WY financial support

S
S

[postd
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crone sanctionad under
mmmmemmu
1. crone farmers and 2.39 Lakh

anding these achieve-
mients in food production and the
implementation of the National
Food Sectirity Act 1o ensure food
and nutritional security, millions
of people in the country continue
o grapple with hunger and mal-
nutrition, This dire situation will
persist in the future due to the
widening food supply-demand
gap with the progressively grow.
ing population, expected o be
about 152 crore by 3030 and 170
crone by 2050, and the decelerats
ing pace of food production in
wview of the intensely increasing
pressure on sail and  water
resources. Moreover, the impact
of elimate change is expected 1o
be huge: it may reduse Indis's
agricultural capaciy by about 40
per cent and cause up 1o 30 per
cent loss in yield of some staple

crops by 2050, It will be challenge
ing to sustain erop productivity
and production Lo meet the fsds
of the growing population and
ensure food security. A report of
the National Academy of Agricul-
tural Sciences says that by 2050,
India will need 405 MT food-
grains, 342 MT vegetables, 305
MT fruits and 39 MT edible o

These figures represent a sig-
nificant increase from current
bewels, and if production is not
augmented, serious food short-
falls and food insecurity can be
expected. India will not be able
to meet the UN goal of a ‘zero-
hunger world” by 2030. Higher
production has t be achicved in
the face of continuously degrad-
ing soil health, depleting water
resources, climate change and a

covered under National
gricuitine Market Schesmé (e-NAM)
weak agricultural
poliey. Therefore, for

schieving  assured  food
security, emphasis should be on
the selection of site (soil, water)
suitability-based  high-yiel
crops  and  their
enhancing the capacity of farm-
ers 1o adopt elimateresilient
technologies judiciously 1o pro-
duce more from every unit of
dime, land, soil, water and inputs
ifertilisers, pesticides ener-
), and that too sustainably; and
anticipatory adoption of strate-
gies for guanding of the food pro-
duction system against various
ricks to agricultural production,
raddia also fucess the complex chal-
lenge of nutritional insecurity.
Strategies for the development of

agriculture cannot be limited to

duetion for food security; a pars-
digrn shift i peeded o pursue
technalogy based  stralegies for
achieving assured food and mutri-
thon sustainahility. Thene is & silent
epidemic of malnutrition despite
improved food procluction. A report
of FAQ (2018) shows thet about 145
per cent of the Indian population
remains undemourishod
Undemnuirition is severely reduc-
ing the performanee capability of
the peaple and eventually hurting
the sconarmy of the oountry The
i rewson for the perssstence of
malnutrition is & mutritionally poor
died due o inadequate sooess (par-
ticulsrly of retouroe poos, income
deficient population) to fruits and
vegetables. 1 is reported that the
average porcapita daily consump

‘tion of fruits and vegetables in India
is well beldow the required quantity
ol st besust 400 e,

Innwvation through the conver
gence of agriculture with biotech-
mology has the potential 1o be the
frantier in developing nutrition-
ally enhaneed food crops for com-
bating malnutrition, just as gene
and technology-based Green
Revolution ensured food sclf-sul-
ficieney in the country. Biofortifi-
cation of crops via biotechnology,
especially of high-yielding cere-
als, vegetables, fruits, pulses, ete.
with increased bicavailable con-
centrations of essential nutrients
such as proteing, minerals and
vitaming ean greatly contribute
towards future breakthroughs in
mitigating hunger and malnutr-
tion and achieving sustainable

food and nutrtion security. A
good example is golden rice,
which is fortified with vitamin A
and iron. Oiher cxamples inchude
Iysine and tryplophan-rich quali-
iy protein maize, vitamin A-ich
arange, iron-rich pear] millet and
lentil, zinc-rich wheat and
coloured wheat rich in anthe-
cyanins antiosidants) and zinc.

Policies for achieving food and
matrition ssourity must take cogni-
sanceof the implications of food loes-
e The achievernentsof recond food-
grmin sned horticultuml production
cannod be considered satisfatory
whiey up b 40 prer et of thee fiocd is
wasted — equivabent io Rs 92,000
erorea year — and never reaches the
ey, Prevertion of this wastage
could feed about 50 million people
per year. Minimising post-harvest
Jossas adong the entire supply chain
(procfuction 1o corsumption) by
increasing infrastructure for inte-
grated cold chain, storage and food
processing industries for perishabile
products and providing scientific
storage of foodgrains will be a
mesource-cfficient way to impeove
fiood availsbility ard fighting hunger
anel malnutrition sustainably

The gavernment and policy:
makers must understand that
dynamic shoet-term and futuristic
long-tenm impdemaentable policies
and adequate investments are
required 1o mitlgate hunger and
madnutrition. It is imperative that
proliciies are formiulated and imple-
menied effectively for strengthen-
ing rescarch and development
soctivities, inocentivising farmers
and helping them technologically
as well as financially for judi-
ciously adopting strategies to
schieve assured food and autri-
tional geerity in the future,

The muthor i former Director of
Research, PAU, Ludhsana

Send
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3-day meet of first G-20 Agriculture Working

Group to be held in Indore from February 13

Organising meels in stales, a rare opportunity to establish country’s identity: CM Chouhan

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: The first G-20 Agri-
culture Working Group (AWG)
meeting under Indias Presi-
dency will be held in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore, the cleanest
city in the country, from Feb-
ruary 13-15.

While reviewing the prep-
arations for the AWG meet-
ing on Monday, MP Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han instructed the concerned
officials to make higher-level
arrangements for the event.

CM Chouhan has said that
organising the working group
meetings of the G-20 summit
in the state is a rare opportunity
to establish the country’s iden-
tity. We should take advantage
of this opportunity. The dele-
gates coming to participate in
the conference should be well
received and they would not be
faced any inconvenience’, the

- %

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

MPOST

CM instructed officials.

‘The meeting will have over
200 participants including
members of the Group20 coun-
tries, and nine special invitee
guest countries -Bangladesh,
Egypt, Mauritius Netherlands,
Nigeria, Oman, Singapore,UAE
and Spain.

Earlier, the CM had said
that there were many impor-
tant religious and tourist
places like Khajuraho, Panna,
Tiger Reserve, Mandav, and

Mahakal Lok corridor to be
shown to the delegates coming
from the country and abroad.
Chouhan also said that neces-
sary arrangements should be
completed at these places. The
arrangements for transport and
accommodation should be of
a high standard. He also has
given responsibilities to the
ministers in charge of the con-
cerned districts.

Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Jyotiraditya Scin-

dia will deliver the welcome
address at the inaugural func-
tion of the AWG meeting of
G-20. An exhibition including
International Millets Year-2023
highlighting the development
works done in the state will also
be organised at the programme
venue,

Chouhan also instructed
the officials that try their best to
maintain the good image of the
state, and the branding of the
event should be of international
level. A state-level committee
under the chairmanship of the
CM has also been formed for
organising the G-20 summits
in the state. A team of officers
had also been sent to Udaipur
so that the state could get the
benefits of experience.

CM Chouhan emphasised
that inter-national-level events
Pravasi Bhartiya Divas and
Global Investors summit have
recently taken place success-

fully in Indore, and the city has
worked with competence and
efficiency.

The CM assured the offi-
cials of the central government
who look after the G-20 sum-
mit events that there would be
no shortfall in the programme.
With the experience gained
from global-level events organ-
ised in the city, the CM again
assured that the AWG meeting
would be held in a better way.

Instructing the Indore and
Dhar collectors, the CM also
said that there should be a
manifestation of the culture of
the state.

Chouhan also instructed
the officers to prepare publicity
material regarding the export
promotion of the state’s prod-
ucts and make it available to
the delegates present. Momen-
toes of ODOP (one district
one product) will be given to
all delegates.
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Latest agri tech to be shared with growers at ‘Kisan Milni

RucHika M Knanna

THINUNE NFWE SERVICH
CHANDIGARH, FERRUARY 10
Latest technologies in the
agriculture sector, be it the
use of drones for spraying
pesticides and fertilisers or
benefits of using nano-DAER,
will be shared with farmers
from across Punjab as they
converge on Ludhiana for
the first-ever “Kisan Milni™
on Sunday.

‘With the Centre approving
the commercial release of
nano-DAP as a substitute for
the more expensive DAR
this will be a big game
changer in farmer econom-
ies once these become com-
mercially available to farm-

ers. The cost of nano-DAP
bottles being half of that of a
bag of the DAE the govern-
ment's fertiliser subsidy bill
will also go down, it is learnt.

The farmers will also get
first-hand information on
spraying of chemicals on
farmland by using drones,
which will save time and
labour. *The “Kisan Milni"”
will help the farmers get a
sneak peek at the latest
technologies on offer. A
training centre for the use of
drones, being set up at Pun-
jab Agricultural University
{PAU), will also be discussed
so that young farmers can
seek  training and start
using drones,” said Agricul-

WILL SAVE TIME
AND LABOUR

B Farming community will
get first-hand information
on spraying of chemicals
on farmland by using
drones, which will save
time and labour

® On offer for them will
also be a kiosk to brief
them about subsidies
offered under central

and state schemes
ture Minister Kuldeep
Singh Dhaliwal.

Director (Agriculture)
Gurvinder Singh said these
latest technologies would
also be showcased in detail
during the Kisan Mela at
PAU to be held next month
for a wider audience. Farm-
ers will also learn about the
availability of cheaper agri-
culture implements and
machinery, which can be
purchased by small and
marginal farmers, who con-
stitute 19 per cent of the
total farmners in the state.

On offer for the farmers will
also be a kiosk to brief them
about  subsidies offered
under various central and
state schemes for agriculture.
The idea, says the Director

(Agriculture), is to ensure
that farmers know about the
latest developments and start
adopting these to better their
farm income.

The main idea behind hold-
ing the “Kisan Milni", howev-
er, is to get a feedback from
farmers regarding the prob-
lems they face in agriculture
and the practical solutions
they would like the govern-
ment to implement. “The
farmers will be told about the
traditional crops grown in dif-
ferent areas of the state and if
these can once again be
grown there, This will help us
bring out a practical and
implementable agriculture
policy,” said Dhaliwal.

Exportsofagricultural & food productsrose by 13

per centin nine months of financial year: Govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 9 FEBRUARY

Continuing the trend from
the previous year, the exports
ofagricultural and processed
food products rose by 13 per
centin the nine months of the
current Financial Year 2022-
23 (April-December) in com-
parison with the correspon-
ding period 0f2021-22, accord-
ing to the provisional data
released by the Directorate
General of Commercial Intel-
ligence and Statistics
(DGCI&S). The overall exports
of APEDA productsincreased
t0 $19.7 billion in April- Decem-
ber 2022 from $17.5 billion over
thesame period of the last fis-
cal.

The initiatives taken by
the Agriculturaland Processed
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA)
which works under the Min-
istryof Commerce and Indus-
try have helped the country
inachieving 84 per cent of its

total export target for the year
2022-23 innine months of the
current fiscal, an official release
today said.

For the year 2022-23, an
export target of $23.6 billion
has been fixed by APEDA for
the agriculturaland processed
food products basket and an
export of $19.694 billion has
already been achieved in nine
months of the current fiscal.

As per the DGCI&S provi-
sional data, processed fruits
and vegetables recorded a
growth of30.36 per cent (April-
December 2022), while fresh

fruits and vegetables registered
afour percent growth in com-
parison to the corresponding
months of the previous year.

Also, processed food prod-
ucts like cereals preparation
and miscellaneous processed
items reported a growth of
24.35per cent in comparison
to the first nine months of the
previous year.

In April-December, 2021,
fresh fruits were exported to
the tune of $1078 million
whichincreased to $1121 mil-
lion in the corresponding
months of the current fiscal.

Exports of processed F&V
jumped to $1472 million in nine
months of the current fiscal
from $1129 millionin the cor-
responding months of the
previous year.

The export of pulses has
witnessed an increase of 80.38
per centin nine months of the
current fiscal in comparison
to the same months of the last
fiscal as the export of lentils
increased from $242 million
(April-December2021-22) to
$436 million (April-December
2022-23). Basmati Rice exports
witnessed a growth of 40.26
percentinnine months of FY
2022-23 while the exports of
poultry products increased
by91.70 per cent. The exports
of other cereals recorded a
growthof 13.64 per centin nine
months of the current fiscal.
The exports of poultry prod-
uctsrose to $95 million in nine
months of the current fiscal
from $50 million in the cor-
responding months of the
previous year.
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3,600 firms prosecuted for
selling low-quality pesticides’

About 11,080 officers of various State governments are notified as Insecticide

Inspectors to check the

NEwW DELHI

MORE than 3,600 firms have been
prosecuted for manufacturing, sale
and illegal import of sub-standard
pesticides in the last five years and
137 companies were convicted by
courts after they were found to be
guilty, the government said on
Tuesday.

“In last 5 years (2017-18 to 2021-
22), Directorate of Plant Protection,
Quarantine & Storage under the
Ministry of Agriculture has
analysed 3,40,479 pesticide sam-
ples, and 3,639 cases have been
prosecuted against the firms who
were found involved in the manu-
facture, sale and illegal import of
sub-standard/low-quality pesti-
cides, and in 137 cases the firms
have been convicted by the Court
after finding guilty,” Minister of
State for Chemicals and Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba said. In a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha, the min-
ister said the chemical sector is de-
licensed and de-regulated. The agri-
culture ministry has notified the
Insecticide Act, 1968, wherein,
there is no provision of spurious
pesticides, however, under section
3k, the definition of ‘misbranded’
pesticide is clearly defined.

To ensure the availability of qual-
ity pesticides to farmers, the min-
ister said provisions have been
made that no insecticide can be

manufactured, stocked, sold or ex-
hibited for sale without a license
granted by the licensing officer ap-
pointed by state governments. The
licenses are being granted after sat-
isfying the availability of necessary
plant and machinery, safety devices
and first-aid facility in the premises
where the insecticides are proposed
to be manufactured or sold or dis-
tributed. As per the Insecticide Act,
1968, the quality control of pesticides
is primarily the responsibility of
states being the licensing authority.

“At present, 11,080 officers of
various State governments are no-
tified as Insecticide Inspectors to
check the quality of pesticides and
its management. To ensure avail-

ability of quality pesticides, 70 pes-
ticide testing laboratories (SPTL)
and & State BioPesticide Testing
Laboratories (SBTLs) are estab-
lished in 25 States and 2 Union Ter-
ritories with a total annual capacity
to test 77,975 samples,” the minister
said. The Centre supplements the
resources of state/UT governments
in quality control testing of pesti-
cides, he added.

At present, 191 central govern-
ment officers are notified as Central
Insecticide Inspectors, and there
exists one Central Insecticide Lab-
oratory and two Regional Pesticides
Testing Laboratories at Chandigarh
and Kanpur under the Directorate
of Plant Protection, Quarantine &

quality of pesticides and its management

In last 5 years,
3,40,479 pesticide
samples were
analysed and 3,639
cases have been
prosecuted against

4 the firms who were
found involved in
the manufacture,
sale and illegal
import of sub-
standard/low-qualit
;rpesticides, and the
irms have been
convicted by the
Court in 137 cases

Storage with an annual testing ca-
pacity of 4,700 samples. That apart,
Khuba said the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) formulates stan-
dards for chemicals, and most of
the standards are presently volun-
tary in nature. To ensure the man-
ufacture and import of quality
chemicals, the minister said that
the Department of Chemicals &
Petrochemicals has initiated an
exercise to make BIS standards
mandatory for some chemicals
under Section 16 of the BIS Act,
2016. Accordingly, the department
of chemicals & petrochemicals has
notified 61 Quality Control Or-
ders to make BIS standards
mandatory so far,
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